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Tmbzcb Inppy minds that feel the power of fneiidilitpl 

Oft do the Mufes, on a beaateous eve. 

The iky feiene, and drowfy Nature hufli'dy 

Vouchufe cel^ial foandt to friendly cara, 

And raife their kindred mindi with fuch 

Warm fancy, and ethereal formt, 

A$ 'fcape the vulgar intelledual eye. 

Why need I launch into the praiie of friendfhip f 

Friendlhip, that beft fupport of wretched man I 

Which gives us, when our life is painful to ua, 

A fwcet exiftcncc in another's being. 
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BOOK IV. 

We have feen, in the Life of Petrarch, that 
his forrows feldom came fingle. His eyes were 
ftill wet with tears for the death of Laura, 
when (the 3d of July, 1348) he loft cardinal 
Colonna, the man who had been fo many 
years his friend. and protedor. Petrarch feems 
to think he was deftroyed by grief, brought on 
by the difafters in his family. By fome it was 
faid he died of the plague. He loft, in the 
fpace of five years, his mother and fix of his 
brothers. Some time before the tragical death 
of his brother Etienne, he had a converfation 
with Petrarch, in which he deplored the loffes 
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he had fuftained. * Your father predided 
them,' faid Petrarch. The cardinal demanded 
an account of this prediftion. Petrarch was 
unwilling to comply with this requeft: but the 
cardinal infifted. Struck with what he heard, 
* Alas V fays he, * I fear my father will prove 
too good a prophet.' This venerable old man 
was yet alive, and had attained almoft the age 
of an hundred years. Petrarch wrote him a 
letter of condolence, as follows : 

* Unfortunate old man 1 What crime have 
you committed.^ How have you merited the 
puni/hment of a tedious life? You refemble 
Metellus in your country, birth, riches, figure, 
and other qualities of mind and body, in an il- 
iuftrious and fruitful wife, in the confular dig- 
nity, in the command of the Roman armies, 
in viaories, and triumphs; in fine, in a great 
age, and a fortune fuftained to the end : for the 
diftrefles you have undergone ferve only to raife 
your glory. But Metellus had no brother: 
you had five, more famed for their virtue than 
for their birth. He had four fons, who exer- 
cifed the offices of cenfors, priefts, and confuls, 
and enjoyed the honours of triumph : you had 
ieven fons ; one a cardinal ; another, who would 
have borne a higher rank, had he lived to receive 
it; three bifliops, and two generals; who, to 
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fay all in one word, have almoft equalled their 
father's reputation : and fix daughters, worthy 
of the greateft praife. From this numerous 
and flourifliing family, there has arifen a mul- 
titudes of children and grand-children, which 
Caufe you to refemble the patriarchs of old. 
Wherever the Roman name is known, you pafs 
for the happiefl of men. But, as Solon faid 
to the. king of Lydia, ^/ No man can be called 
happy before death. The a/hes and the tomb 
axe the only faithful witnefles of the happinefi 
of life. '* You would have been the greateil 
^xanaple of human felicity, if the end of your 
life had anfwered the courfe of it/ A long life 
is like a voyage of a few days. The heavens 
alter, the wind. changes; the rudder mud h(g 
turtied, and the fails folded up. . Human life^ 
li>ce the fea, is expofed to frequent hurricanes^ 
and ,the evening of the brighteft day is often 
pbfcured and tempefiuous. The wife ought to 
fay of the world, as Palinurus, that famous 
pilot in Vii^il, didof thefea, ** Shall I confide 
ia that moafter?" 

* You alone bear the weight of your lofles, 
tind you prove your fortitude and courage. 
Your beloved wife was happy as the wife of 
Evander, in tliat death fpared herthe grief to 
iijehoUl her children perifh. And as you re- 
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fenibled Metellus in the beginning, fo you may 
compare yourfelf to Priam in the end, of life. 
The former was buried by his children; the 
latter lived to bury his whole family. The in- 
conftancy of fortune is fuch, that we know 
not what we ought to fear or to hope. Shall 
I advife you to hope or to defpair? I will do 
neither : there would be too much prefumption 
in the one, and too much weaknefs in the 
other. You cannot hope for more children. 
When old ag^ is the feafon of marriage, it is 
as unnaturaf as harveft in winter. You need 
not defpair on this account; fbr have you not 
yourfelf? What poffeffion is more delightful 
than the enjoyment of a man's own foul? 
There have been fathers who have had an hun- 
dred children : Herotimes, king of Arabia, had 
that number. But, rare as is fuch an inftance, 
it is ftill more fo to find men who enjoy them- 
felves. You have loft the converfation of your 
children; converfe with yourfelf. In a life 
long and glorious like youra,. how many things 
may you recall, honourable and agreeable to 
refled on! ' Yoii forcfaw all that has happen- 
ed to you. Recollect the converfation we had 
together at Rome : I have before my eyes that 
ancient monument on which we leaned as we 
<:onverfed on this fubje£i« Tears are due to na- 
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ture, but time (hould dry them up. Colle£l all 
the ftrength of your fqul, and fuftain, with cou- 
rage, this lail aflault of Fortune, She triumphs 
more frequently by terror than ty ftrength^ 
You have loft the pleafures you enjoyed, but 
in their ftead you have gained a real happinefs* 
You have learned to diftiqguifli the felicities of 
nature from the chimeras of the world; to dif- 
cover truth in the midft of the Ihadcs that fur- 
round it; to be convinced that the advantages 
of life were not your own ; and to defpife the 
empire of a blind goddefs, the idol of vulgar 
minds. The more you have loft, the lefs you 
have to lofe hereafter. You came naked into 
the world, and naked iliall you go out of it.' 

Petrarch, exhaufted by grief, addrefles him- 
felf to Death, in thefe lines: 

* Thou haft taken from me the two trea* 
fures who were my joy and my confidence; 
that ftately column which ferved me for fup- 
port, and that green laurel, under whofe ihade 
my weary foul repofed I Nothing can reftore 
to me what I have loft. What remains fpr me, 
but to bemoan, all my future days, fuch irre- 
parable loffes? Our life is Uke the fliadow of 
the fun paffing over the plain. We lofe in a 
moment what we have been years in acquir- 

B 3 
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Soon after this letter of Petrarch's, old Eti- 
enne Colonna funk under the weight of age, 
and of grief for the total extin6lion of his illuf- 
trious family. 

The death of the cardinal was extremely felt 
at Avignon, where it left a great void; his 
houfe being the rendezvous of men of letters 
and of genius. Thofe Italians who compofed 
his court, could not bear Avignon after they 
had loft their Maecenas. They difperfed. Three 
of thefe were the particular friends of Petrrrch ; 
Socrates, Luke Chriftien, and Mainard Accuife, 
Socrates was extremely embarrafled by the death 
of the cardinal : he felt it was impoflible to live 
further from his dear Petrarch, and yet he could 
not determine to quit France for Italy: he 
wrote, without ceafing, the moft prefling letters 
to Petrarch to return and fettle in France. 

Luke Chriftien was of a noble family at 
Rome. He had a benefice at Plaifance, and 
Petrarch had given him the canonfliip of Mo- 
dena. He was a good companion, and had a 
very cultivated underftanding. Mainard Ac- 
cuife was defcended from the great civilian of 
Florence, whom they ftyled the Idol of the Law. 
He was abbe of St. Antoine de'Plailance; an 
illiterate man, but of a moft amiable, candid, 
and generous temper ; and poffefled of all thofe 
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kiad and gentle qualities which contribute to 
' the comfort of life. He determined with Luke 
to go to Italy to Petrarch, and fettle with him 
the. life they iliould lead, and the place in 
which they ihould fix their refidence. They 
fet out from Avignon in March, 1349, and ar- 
rived at Parma in April; but they did not find 
their friend; he was gone a little journey to 
Padua and Verona. Luke and Mainard paffed 
a day in his houfe, to reft themfelves; and 
when they went away, left a letter in his li* 
.brary, wherein they told him they had taken 
.the route of the Alps, to come and fee him at 
Parma; that they were going to make a tour 
through Italy, to fettle their affairs, and would 
then return, and concert with him the means of 
living together. They begged him not to 
yield to the folicitations of Socrates, who want- 
ed, above all things, to bring him back to 
Vauclufe. 

When Petrarch returned to Parma, what 
was his concern to find the lofs he had fuf- 
tained! He wrote to his friends to teftify his 
regret: 

* You appear anxious left Socrates ihould 
engage me to return to Vauclufe. Moved by 
the repeated folicitations of this dear friend, it 
is true^ I did give him hopes of it, if what I 

B 4 
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propofed fucceeded : that is, had I gained an 
efiablifhment which fhould furniili me with a 
juft pretext to remain there, and procure me 
at the fame time the means (5f living with my 
friends,- and receiving conveniently all thofe 
perfons who are ufed to vifit me. But when I 
wrote with this' view, our mafter was alive. 
You was at Avignon with Luke, Leiius, and 
the fmall number of friends death had yet 
left me : thefe were fo many lovers who drew 
me thither. Since that time the face of 
things has changed : our mafter is dead ; you 
are all difperfed, and poor Socrates remains 
alone in that city: he is attached to it by the 
force of habit. I doubt not he wifhes to be 
M^ith us, and to fee mc above all : but how can 
he have the courage to propofe our coming 
into a country where the bond of union is 
broken^ and we fhould be as ft rangers without 
fupport^ and without habitation? If we were 
like thofe happy fouls, difengaged from the 
ties of the body, who inhabit the Elyfian fields, 
who require only Ihady woods, beds of grafs, 
or the banks of a river, and meadows watered 
^)y ftreams, Vauclufe would furnifli us. But 
fomething more is neceffary for thofe fouls 
who drag their bodies along with them. The 
vulgar think that poets, and philofophers are 



iV« ?£TRARCH» 9 

made of ftonej but they deceive themfelves in 
this/ a3 in many other things; they are really 
made of fleih. Vauclufe would produce to us, 
as it did formerly, agreeable amufements whea 
we are fatigued with. our refidence in the city; 
but it is not the place for a continual fettlo- 
ment. It is charming in fummer: no one has 
proved this more fenfibly than myfelf, in a re- 
fidence of ten years; and, not to incur the 
cenfure of vanity, I will add, it ought not to 
repent it had me for its guefL I have im- 
proved it the beft I could ; and it is known to 
many by my verfes, rather than by its own 
fame. From my tender youth I loved that 
fountain, and it was afterwards the port in 
which I took refuge. Alas! I knew not what 
I did ! I brought with me there the cares that 
confumed me. I filled thofe beautiful vallies 
watered by the Sorgia with my cries and my 
tears, which refounded every where. Thefe 
remembrances endear that folitude: but, alas! 
they embitter it too! 

* The beauties of Vauclufe I ftill admire: 
but can they be paralleled with thole pure 
fountains, thofe maj^ilic rivers, thofe vail lakes 
filled with fifli ; in .fine, with thofe two feas 
which embrace Italy on every fide? Not tp 
fpeak €)f the other advantages of my country; 
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above all, the wit, genius, and manners, of its 
inhabitants. I know all this; and yet my 
frrendiliip for you will not permit me to hide 
it; I figh in renouncing Vauclufe, and feel 
myfelf ftill irrefiftibly impelled towards it. 
Our youth is palfed, and illusions are no longelr 
to be indulged. What hinders us from glid- 
ing on the few days that remain in peace 
and ftudy? We have loft the beft of mafters; 
tmd, being at liberty, why fhould we not enjoy 
it ? From the great we may hope good will, 
but among them, we cannot flatter ourfelves 
with uniting in true fociety : vanity, and that 
difparity of fortune which is the bane of friend- 
>ihip, prevents it. Fearing always to debafe 
themfelves, they will be adored rather than 
loved. Our mafter lived with us as his friends, 
and his fervice had nothing humbling or 
grievous ; but we are now entirely free. We 
are not princes of the earth, oc of the fea, as 
Ariftotle fays : but is this neceiTary to be 
happy ^ Have we not as much as thofe mo- 
derate fpirits need, who regulate their defires 
by the wants of nature? Suppofe we were to 
•join our little fortunes^ w£ ihould live in 
abundalnce, and have much more to fear from 
»envy thaii pdverty. Why . do we hefitate tO' 
do this ? Why are we feparated one from the 
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other by rivers, feas, and mountains? Why do 
not perfonS; fo ftriftly united by friendiliip, who 
have but one heart and one foul, live alfo under 
the fame roof? For my part, I have long fixed 
a term to my defires ; and I fear not the re* 
proach 6f my heir. I live for myfelf, and not 
for him, with whofe difpofition and charafter I 
am not yet acquainted. What greater hap^ 
pinefs can we propofe, than to pafs our life 
with proved and united friends, with whom we 
think aloud^ and who have but one will, one 
foul? Can any thing be more agreeable than 
faces always ferine, minds always agreed, hearts 
always open ; converiations Where truth reigns 
without conHraint^ referve, or preparation ? 
This manner of life is the objeft of all my de- 
fires : if I can obtain it^ I fhall have no caufe 
for envy. 

* My houfe is not large, -but it will accom^ 
modate fuch friends; and if our fociety fliould 
increafe, 1 have a larger in the city, to which 
We may repaid. My domeilic, who appears a 
world tO'tne, who love to be alone, is at pre- 
fent the only perfon who refides there. We 
have, in the neighbourhood Bologna, where, 
in the ftudy of the law, we paflfed the moft 
delightful years of youth. With what plca- 
fute fliall we revifit the places we occupied in 
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the days of innocence and illuiion ! But I mean 
not to prefcribe to you. If you like Plaifance^ 
where your abbey is fituated, I will follow you 
there : or to the Milanefe, full of lakes and 
rivers, and furrounded by the Alps, which hang 
over thefe lakes, and are covered with fnow 
even in the midft of fummer: or to Genoa, 
where we ihall have the Appennine over our 
heads, the fea at our feet, and the Tritons 
dancing before us; where our ears will be 
faluted with the voice of Neptune, the founds 
of the Nereides, and the daihing of the waves 
againil the rocks. When we ihall be weary of 
this fpot, Padua prefents a tranquil and charm* 
ing fituation. What a felicity will it be to 
live with James de Corrare, the mod agreeable 
of men? Virtue is always amiable; but it is 
fiill more fo in this age. Its rarity augments 
its value. We ihall then be near Venice, 
which appears to me, who have feen the fined 
cities in Europe, the wonder of them all. 
Andres Dondolo, the prefent doge, is more 
illuilrious for his wifdom than his birth. Tor- 
vife is near this city ; it is a town furrounded 
with rivers and fountains, the centre of joy and 
pleafure. They fay that famenefs is the mo^ 
ther of difquiet; variety ihall then be the 
cure. Let us unite without lofs of time. 
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Come here, if that fuits you; if not, choofe a 
place where we may live and die in tranquil- 
lity. I am ready to follow you every where, 
even to a barbarous clime, if you make choice 
of it: I will renounce my own inclination to 
adopt yours : I fliall be at eafe any where, if I 
am but in your fociety.' 

Petrarch, deiirous of an early anfwer, fought 
among his fervants a meffenger whom he could 
•beft fpare for this journey, and fixed upon his 
cook, adding the following lines: 

* The moft vulgar peafant is qualified for my 
kitchen. I prefer the moft fimple meats, pre- 
pared without art or labour. I think, with 
Epicurus, that no cheer is more delicious than 
the fruits and herbs of my garden. I alwayis 
approved a tafte conformable to nature. Not 
that I diflike a good repaft now and then, but 
it ihould come very rarely. Among the Ro- 
mans, before the conqueft of Alia, the cook was 
the vileft of ilaves. Would to God they had 
• never conquered that part of the world, which 
has fubdued them by its foftnefs and luxury I 
Be fo good to communicate this letter to our 
friends; and, if you find an opportunity, fend 
it to Socrates at Avignon.' 

In June, 1349, while Petrarch was revolving 
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in his mind the happiell idea of his future 
union with his friends, his cook came back in 
the midft of a heavy ftorm. Petrarch, not ex- 
pelling him fo foon, and knowing by his air 
that he brought bad news, was fiezed with con- 
fternation. He was writing, and the pen fell 
from his hand. * What is the matter ? What 
news do you bring me?' faid he, in hafie. * Alas! 
very bad,' replied the fervant, with a voice in* 
terrupted by his fobs. * Your two friends fell 
into the hands of thieves on the top of Mount 
Appennine. O God! what a fad accident! 
Mainard, who had flopped for fomething, they 
furrounded, and murdered. Luko, hearing his 
cries, gallopped back to him fword in hand : 
he alone fought ten of them ; but at lad he re- 
ceived fo many wounds, that he fell almoft 
dead to the earth. The thieves fled with their 
prey. Some peafants, drawn thither by the 
Boife, would infallibly have taken, them, if 
fome gentlemen, unworthy to bp called fo, had 
Tiot flopped their purfuit, and admitted the 
thieves into their caHles. Luke was feen with 
fword in hand among the rocks, but no one 
knows what is become of him.' The con- 
dition of Petrarch, when he heard thefe dread- 
ful tidings, cannot be defcribed. He fent 
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couriers immediately to Plaifance, Florence, 
and Rome, to fee if they could hear any thing 
of Luke. 

Thefe thieves and banditti were villains and 
profcribed perfons from Florence, who had for* 
tified themfelves in remote and inacceflible 
places, froitl whence they iflued forth, and 
Committed the moft horrid /murders. They 
were blacked by the Ubaldini, a very ancient 
and powerful houfe in Tafcany, who had fe-f 
veral impregnable fortreffes in the Appennine, 
near the city of Mugella, of which they were 
lords. Thbfe were the gentlemeu, unwotthy,of 
being called fo, fpoken of by Petrarch's cooki 
They gave an afylum to thefe banditti in. their 
cafiles, favoured their condu6);, and divided 
with them the fpoil. Villani, the hiilorian^of 
this age, from whom this account is.taken^ 
adds^ that ' thefe thieves, having learned that 
Mainard of Florence was returning from Avig- 
non with two thoufand florins of gold, they lay 
iii wait for him, killed and rifled him- in the 
country of Florence.' Petrarch thought it his 
duty to write to thofe who governed the city 
of Florence, to engage them to purfue the 
villains into their entrenchments, and enfure 
the fafety of the highways. After a compli- 
ment to the republic, be fays : 
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* I have jufl received news which is grief to 
my foul. Mainard Accuife, one of your beft 
citizens, and my dear friend, returning from 
the court of Avignon, and going to Florence, 
was affaflinated near the gates of the city, in 
the bofom of his country, and, fo to fpeak, in 
the face of his friends. This unfortunate man, 
after having traverfed the earth, and fuiFered 
much in his youth, was coming to pafs ia 
tranquillity the remains of a laborious and 
agitated life: and >he flattered himfelf with a 
quiet death and burial in that land where he 
received his birth. Barbarous men, or rather 
favage beads, have envied him this confolation. 
O times ! O manners ! Who could have be- 
lieved that this gentle and good man, after 
having travelled without accident through the 
midfl of thofe cruel nations who inhabit the 
borders of the Rhone, traverfed the deferts of 
Provence, the mod def^late and depraved 
country in the world, after palling the night 
among the Alps, where are whole armies of 
banditti, ihould be facrificed in open day at 
the very gates of Florence? Gold in ancient 
times, but blood now, is the objefil of thefe 
wretches. What elfe could induce them to 
plunge their fwords into the bread of an inno- 
cent man, dripped and difarmed, who could 
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IV. PETRARCH^ 17 

never tave fevenged their robbery? For what 
have they to fear iii thofe impregnable for- 
trefles, which ferve them for caverns and afy-* 
lums, from whence they brave Florence and 
Heaven itfelf ? 

' Juftice is the baiis of all grandeur and 
profperjty, Affaffins threaten you to the face, 
who dared riot conceive mifchief in the timd 
of your fathers. If you leave fuch aftions un- 
punifhed^ there is an end of your glory, and of 
your republic. Its foundation overthrown^ it 
muft fink. But I feel that your juftice will not 
tarry ; it will overtake them. You are dif- 
trefled, 'tis true, by thefe banditti : but true 
virtue comes as pure out of adverfity, as gold 
out of the crucible; and your courage will 
increafe in proportion to your difficulties. But 
what will relieve my grief? The moft eloquent 
words I can ufe, even the lyre of Orpheus itfelf, 
cannot reftore to me the friend I have loft. I 
do not propofe it to you to raife him from the 
dead, but to preferve his honour from burial; 
and, which is a moft important obje6l, to free 
the Appennine from banditti, which is the 
general road to Rome. Thefe mountains have 
been always fteep and rugged, but formerly 
they were traverfed with the greateft fecurity. 
But if thofe that Ihould be the guardians be- 
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come the robbers, acrd inftead of faithful dogs, 
watching from their caftlea to proteft, become 
wolves to deftroy, terror will fpread over the 
mind, the Appennme wHl become defert, and 
more uninhabitable than Atlas or €aucafu5. 
Illuftrious citizens I prevent this dtfgrace. Thofe 
that would pull up a tree begin at the roots ; 
in like manner, thofe who would exterminate 
thieves, muft fcek them in their fecret retreats. 
Have the goodnefs alfb, to feek out the other 
friend of whofe fate I am uncertain. But I 
dread the worft. God maintain the happinef^ 
of your republic* 

This letter had the fuecefs it deferved. The 
Florentines fent an army againil the Ubaldiniy 
and took, in lefs than two months, a great many 
of their caftles, and made great harock in their 
ellates. The body of Mainard was found, and 
buried with honour; a poor confolation for 
Petrarch ! He fought news of Luke from every 
one he met with, and trembled at each noife 
around him. He had lo£t all hope, when a 
Milanefe merchant of his acquaintance called 
on him, faying, *I wasr told you were here, and 
would not pafs without paying my refpedls to 
you.' * You are very poUte, Sir. j\iay I in- 
quire the road you came?* * From Florence,* 
replied the merchant, * I fet out from thence 

5 
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four days ago.* * Good Heaven !* faid Pe- 
trarch, * which, then, was your route? * Not 
the high road,* replied the merchant; 'I was 
warned againft that. I took a by-path through 
the woods. You know, without doubt, the ac- 
cident that has happened to a citizen of Flo- 
rence ; the whole city is in arms to revenge 
his death. The army is already encamped on 
the Appennine.* *I know it,* faid Petrarch: 
' but IS it true that the paribus who accompa- 
nied this Florentine have perilhed with him ?* 
* I only heard fpeak of one perfon who fufFered,' 
replied the merchant : * had there been feveral, 
it would have been mentioned : but I can af* 
firm nothing, as I know only the public re- 
port.* This revived the hopes of Petrarch. 
In this uncertain and afflicted (late of mind, 
and continually hearing of and beholding the 
devafiations made by the plague, he wrote the 
following letter to his dear Socrates : 

* Has any annals, fince the deftruSion of 
Troy, fliewn fuch terror and defolation as we 
now behold? Lands abandoned, cities depopu- 
lated, fields covered with dead bodies; the 
whole earth almoft become one vaft defert! 
Aflc the hiftorians ; they fay nothing. Confult 
the phyficians; they are aflonifiied and con- 
founded. Addrefs the philofophers ; they ihrug 
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up their flioulders^ koit their brows, arid put 
their finger on their lips. Our ftreets, heaped 
up with dead bodies, refenible a charnel-houfe 
rather than a city; and we are amazed, whea 
we re-enter our houfes, to find any thing re- 
maining that is dear to us. Happy, thrice 
happy, the future age, which will, perhaps, look 
upon our calamities as a feries of fables! In 
the mod bloody war there is fome refource; 
and an honourable death is a great confolation; 
But here we have none. And is it then true, 
as fome philofophers have advanced, that God 
ha^ no concern for what paffes on the earth? 
Let us caft far from us fo fenfelefs an opinion. 
If he has not, how could the world fubfift? 
Some philofophers have given this care to na- 
ture. Seneca juftly views fuch as ungrateful 
men, who would hide, under a borrowed name, 
the benefits of the Supreme Caufe, and, by an 
impious fubtility, tempt men to deprive him of 
his juft homage. 

* Yes, great God! thou careft for us; we 
cannot doubt it: but how impenetrable are 
thy judgments ! If we are puniflied more thafi 
others, we are no doubt more culpable. Per- 
haps thou wouldft prove, thou wouldft purify 
us, and render us more deferving of thy benq- 
fits; but how little do we know! There may 
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be other caufes of evil, to which our M^eak in- 
telligence cannot arrive. 

* Alas ! my dear Socrates, we have outlived 
pur friends, and almod outlived ourfelves!' 

Petrarch, willing to replace the voids which 
death had made in his heart, attached himfelf 
to Paganino Bezzozi, a man of fenfe and con- 
yerfation. The circumftances of the times fiad 
contributed to their immediate union. Dif- 
trefs foftens the heart, and ties clofe the bonds 
of affe£iion : the more we have loft, the more 
we are a,ttached to what remains behind. 

* Our fortunes became common,' faid he. 

* After a fliort trial of his worth, I found he 
merited my confidence, and he proved a fort of 
Socrates in the friendfliip he fhcwed me.* But 
death envied Petrarch this confolation in his 
misfortunes. Paganino was ftruck with the 
plague: but this did not hinder his fupping 
with his friends. After fupper, he difcourfed 
with Petrarch as ufual.^ He fufFered with ama- 
zing fortitude, all night, the moft violent pain, 
and expired before morning. 

There remained at this time to Petrarch only 
three of his old friends; Gui Settimo, Lelius, 
and Socrates. Settimo was making his court 
at Avignon. Lehus had retired to Rome, his 
native city, fome time before the death of car- 
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dinal Colonna. Petrarch was very uneaiy 
about Socrates; he had written him feveral 
letters by fafe hands, but had received no an-^ 
fwer. He M'rote again, with a letter enclofcd 
to his brother Gerard^ who had made great 
jprogrefs in the fpiritual life in the feven years 
he had been among the Carthufians. 

This month, September, 1349, there was 
another fcourge which oppreffed mankind. 
The earth was agitated in a violent manner. 
Thefe earthquakes in fome places lafted feveral 
days, and the violence of the ihocks caufed 
great havock in the city of Rome. Petrarch 
fpeaks thus of it in a letter: 

* I tremble ' not only for Rome, but for all 
Italy. My blood freezes when I recall the lad 
words of the prophecy of Balaam : *' They fhall 
come from Italy in fhips, they fliall vanquifh 
the Affyrians, and ravage the Hebrews." This 
prophecy has been accomplifhed in the fall of 
the Roman empire. God fend that thefc earth- 
quakes do not fortell thelofs of peace and liber- 
ty to our land !' 

Petrarch paid a vifit this year to Gonzagua,^ 
lord of Mantua, who had invited him fo pref- 
fingly to refide at his court. Lewis de Gon- 
zagua had ' aflbciated his three fons in the 
government with himfelf, and afligned them 
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employments fuited to their genius. Gui, the 
eldeft, liberal, magnificent, and a lover of let- 
ters, was charged with all that concerns the 
interior government of the city, and its nego* 
ciations with ftrangers. Philipon^ a^ive, un- 
quiet, warlike, had the department of war, and 
was general of the army: he had attended the 
king of Hungary in his expedition to Naples^ to 
revenge his brother's death, and was lately re- 
fumed from thence. Feltrin, who loved the 
arts, had the dire6iion of the buildings, fortifi- 
cations, reparations of the highways, .&c- Lewis 
de Gonzagua, finking under the weight of 
years, (for he was above fourfcore,) had refjgn- 
ed the government to bis children; and they 
ILewed, in their admirable condu6l, what may 
be accompliflied in a fmall fiate by three bro- 
thers firmly united. 

Gui, M ho was the patron of letters, and had 
long known our poet, gave him a very diftin- 
guiihed reception. A difpatch being fent to 
Avignon, in the letters of the chancellor, who 
was the negociator, and Petrarch's friend, no 
mention being made of bim^ Gui reproached 
the chancellor, faying, * You fpeak of our af- 
fairs, you tell us what pafles at the Roman 
court, and you fay nothing of Petrarch, in 
whom I am nK>re interefted than in them all/ 

C 4 
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The cliancellor communicated this fentiment 
to Petrarch, who expreffed his acknowledgr 
xnent by faying, * The power of love extends 
ii'om pole to pole, and binds men by invifible 
ties, however fituation may feparate them ; as 
Auguftus manifefted in his affedion for Virgil, 
the fon of a Maptuan labourer, and Horace, fou 
^f a freed man, to whom he wrote with the 
moft affeftionate familiarity. If fuch examples 
render it lefs furprifing that I ihoiild be fo 
honoured, I feel not lefs fenfibly the glory of 
being treated like thefe great men, when I fall 
fo Ihort of their merit. Ope of them faid, 
•* It is not a little matter to obtain favour of 
princes:" for my part, I know not how I qamq 
tp pleafe others, who could never pleafe roy^ 
felf;' 

Petrarch was at Mantua. He went to fee that 
little village, famous for the birth of Virgil; it 
is only ^ fmall league from that city. It was 
formerly called Andes; its prefent name is Pie- 
tola. On this fpot his fancy kindled, and he 
wrote th^ following lines to Virgil: 

* Great poet! the honour of Rome, the 
fruitful hope of the Mufes! tell me where 
you are. at prefent ? In what part of Avernus 
^re you enclofed? Or are you not rather o^ 
farnaffus, with Apollo and the Nine, who en«^ 
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chiant you with their concerts? Perhaps you arc 
walking in the woods, or in the Eiyfian fields, 
with Homer, whom you fo much refemble, with 
Orpheus, and the other poets of the firft rank. 
I except Lucan and Lucretius, and all thofe 
who, like them, put an end to their own lives. 
I would know the life you lead ; wherein your 
dreams differed from truth, and where is the 
ivory door through which you caufed JEneas to 
pafs, on his return from hell. I willingly be- 
lieve that you inhabit that region of heaven 
allotted to happy fouls. 

' If any mortal fliade is admitted to your 
celeflial manfions, mine fliall attend you there, 
and inform you what paffes in the place dear 
to you, and the fate of your works. Mantua, 
whofe glory you are, has been agitated by the 
troubles of its neighbours. Defended by 
princes full of valour, flie has refufed to come 
under a ftrange yoke, and will only be governed 
by her children. It is there I write thefe lines, 
in a folitary place near your tomb. I feek, with 
ardour, the rocks to which you retired, the mea- 
dows where you walked, on the banks of the 
Mineio, the trees under which you fought a 
cooling Ihade, the woods which were your 
afylum againft the heat, and the green banks 
>vhere you were feated, at the foot of your ri- 
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ver. All thefe things retrace your image. The 
unfortunate city of Naples, honoured with your 
jaihes, groans for the lofs of king Robert. In 
one day it was deprived of the felicity of years. 
Inquire not the fate of Rome ! Alas ! it is better, 
to be ignorant of it. Learn rather the fuccefs 
of your produdions. Old Tityrus charms every 
one with the foft founds of his pipe. Nothing 
can be more beautiful than the cultivated fields 
ofyourGeorgics. Your iEneid is known through 
the world; it is fung, it is delighted in every 
where: how much are we obliged to Auguftus, 
who faved it from thofe flames to which you 
had condemned it! 

* Adieu ! You will be always dear to me, 
Prefent my falutations to Homer and Hefiod.' 

There was a great friendfliip between Gui and 
Petrarch. The former loved reading, and this 
confirmed the bond between them. He afkecl 
Petrarch one day for a foreign book in the vul- 
gar tongue; he fent him the romance of the 
Rofe, with thefe lines ; 

* I fend you a little book that France praifes 
to the fkies, and ranks with the firft writings. 
It proves, in my opinion, how much Italy fur- 
paffes all other nations iq eloquence, except the 

' Greeks. 

^ A Frenchman relates his dreams^- his de* 
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fign is to explain the power of love, the force 
of jealoufy, the tricks of an old woman, and the 
flratagems of a lover. He ihews the evils which 
^love draws after it; the contrary feelings it 
meets with in its progrefs ; labour and repofe, 
grief and joy, groans and laughter; and he 
proves that pleafures are rare, and mixed with 
t^ars. The author may well fay he dreams; 
one could never fuppofe him awake. How 
much more pathetic are the epifode of Dido, 
and the lines of Catullus, Horace, and Ovid ; 
without fpeaking of other ancient and modern 
authors who have defcribed this paffion ! I 
fend it, however, becaufe I have nothing bet-! 
ter, unlefs all France, and even Paris, its capi- 
tal, are in an error.' This poem was begun in 
the thirteenth century, by William de Lorris, 
who died before he had finifl^ed it. John de 
Meun forty years after continued and completed 
it: it is full of fatire on all conditions, ofdigref- 
fions, and epifodes; and the women in it are 
painted in the blacked colours. 

From Mantua Petrarch went to Verona, and 
from thence to Padua, where James de Cor- 
Fare gave him a canonfhip, which he held with 
his archdeaconry and canonfhip of Parma. 
There came to Padua, during his Hay there, 
cardinal Gui de Boulo^e, the pope's legate; 
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he came from Hungary, whither the pope had 
fent him. The objeft of this embafly was the 
troubles of Naples, occafioned by the tragic 
death of prince Andrew. ^ Petrarch was much 
favoured by this cardinal. Gui de Boulogne 
was the fon of Robert, the feventh count of Au- 
vergne, and of Mary of Flanders: to this ex- 
alted birth he joined wit and talents, and had 
ftudied at Paris with fuccefs. The archbifhop- 
ric of Lyons was given to him when he was 
only twenty years of age. Two years after,, 
Qement VI. who made hini cardinal at the 
folicitation Qf Philip de Valois, wrote thefe 
lines to that prince : * The fubjeft you have 
recommended to me has a cultivated mind; 
his charafter is amiable, his manners honeft, 
his life decent: in fpiritual things, he is en- 
lightened, and full of zeal; in temporal, wife 
and circumfpe6l.' Notwithftanding his youth, 
the pope coniSded to him feveral important af- 
fairs, in the difcharge of which he anfwered 
the idea that had been conceived of him, which 
induced him to fend him into Hungary on this 
difficult negociation. The king of Hungary, 
as we have feen, went to Naples, with an army, 
to revenge his brother's death, and to feize his 
kingdom, which, he pretended, belonged tohim. 
He took with him duke Warner, a chief who 
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was the fcourge of Italy, and who foon caufed 
that kingdom to float in feas of blood. The 
king of Hungary conquered, and queen Joan 
fled into Provence from his fury. The princes 
of the blood went to Aveife, to acknowledge 
and pay homage to the king, who was thetr 
couiin* He received them very well: after 
which, he ordered Charles Duras to conduft 
him to the place where his brother had been 
ftrangled, and there, in his prefence, he liad this 
prince aflaffinated, after reproaching him with 
having contributed to his death. The other 
princes of the blood he put in irons, and fent 
them into Hungary. After this expedition, 
the king fent ambaffadors to the pope to juflify 
his condud, to folicit the inveftiture of the 
kingdom of Naples, and the puniihment of 
queen Joan ; and he complained bitterly of 
the cardinal de Taillerand, whom he accufed 
of having imbrued his hands in the murder of 
his brother. Soon after this, the plague 
obliged him to quit Naples, and return into 
Hungary. 

The negociation of this affair was very deli- 
cate. Gui de Boulogne was related to the king 
.of Hungary, and had an infinuating difpofition, 
that the pope thought well fuited to it. He 
was to propofe peace between the king of Hun- 
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^ary and the queen of Naples ; to folicit the 
freedom of the princes of the blood; to defire 
the account of the proceedings, that he might 
judge of queen Joan's conduft; to juftify car- 
dinal Taillerand ; and, laftly, to engage the em- 
peror Charles to fupport this negociation with 
his fou'in-law. The cardinal legate, notwith- 
Handing his talents, could do no more than ob- 
tain a truce. He was ordered, on his return 
from Italy, to go to Rome to the jubilee, and 
life his endeavours to procure peace. His le- 
gatefliip extended over all that part of Italy be- 
tween the Alps and the Appennine. He ar- 
rived at Padua in February, 1350, and Avas re- 
ceived with extraordinary honours. James de 
Corrare gave up his palace to him, and defray- 
ed his expenfes, with all thofe of his train, 
which amounted to three hundred. He flopped 
fome days in this city to remove the body of 
St. Anthony, which they drew out of the tomb, 
to place it in a church he had built and dedi- 
cated to this faint. The cardinal had expe- 
rienced his proteflion in a violent difeafe, 
and, to (hew his acknowledgment, would be 
prefent and afiift at this ceremony. He was 
glad to find Petrarch at Padua, whom he had 
known at Avignon, and took eveiy opportu- 
nity of converfing with him. In one of thefe 
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meetings/ iie /hewed him a lettei* he had juft 
received from a prelate in France, attached to 
him, and who was alfo the friend of Petrarch. 
This was Philip de Vitri, celebrated for his 
French and Latin works, and his excellence ia 
church muiic. He was chaplain to the pope, 
and the cardinal of Boulogne, and archdeacoa 
of BvlCy in the churcli of Soiflbns. He had 
applied himfelf, when young, to poetry and mu* 
fie, which contributed not a little to unite him 
with Petrarch. Philip de Vitri wa$ of the 
opinion which the French, particularly the Pa- 
rifians, were reproached with. He looked upoti 
every journey out of France as an exile. He 
wrote in this manner to the cardinal, lament- 
ing his refidence in Hungary and Italy. The 
cardinal did not refleft upon the confequences 
when he gave this letter to Petrarch. To call 
a journey to Italy an exile, was like blafphemy 
111 the eyes of our poet. He took pen in hand 
immediately, and wrote to Vitri as follows: 

* Why fliould not I dare to tell my dear 
Philip at adiftance, what I fliould certainly fay 
if he was prefent? Nothing is fo free as friend- 
fliip. *' I do not love my friend," fays Seneca, 
*' if I fear to offend him." My dear friend, I 
do not know you again. I know that what 
rifes mttft link; that all that are born grow 
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old: but I thought minds exempted from the 
fate of terreftrial bodies, becaufe, being formed 
of an ethereal fubftance, they rife by their own 
ftrength, pr, to fpeak better, on the wings of 
nature. If the mind grows old, it may thea 
die. Old age may be the end of being, and the 
defcent of it to the grave. Alas! if we are 
thus deprived of the fweet confolation, that this 
noble part of us will live for ever, what fhall cou- 
fole us when we become the fubjefts of death! 
You will guefs what this long preamble leads 
to. We have here our illuftrious father, and 
common matter, cardinal Gui de Boulogne, le- 
gate of the holy fee. You blulh ; I fee it: your 
confcience is not without remorfe. Confefs 
that you did not think I fliould fee the letter 
you wrote : if you had, you would not have 
fpoken in a ftyle fo weak and unjuft ; you would 
at lead have refpefted the Mufes, who live with 
me, and whofe indignation you would have felt, 
had the time permitted. What is become of 
that admirable ardour, that defire of all know- 
ledge, which formerly diftinguifhed you? You 
would then, if poffible, have drawn off from Na- 
ture the veil that covers her. What attempts 
did you not make toward difcoveries in the 
Northern and Eaftern Ocean ! The earth itfelf 
\vas then too fniall for your curiofity. You raifed 



yotir defimi eveii^ td Heaved. The obIiqi(e path 
of the fftfi, the fixed atid ttratidering ilar^, no* 
1^if>grefcapecl y dufmdefatf gable refearcbes; not 
dven the aiitif)ode» of Heavteb, if^ antipodes^ of 
fcredven thcfe be. 

< Is it |k)ffibl6, that a mdii fb eager after 
knttwkdge oiT alt^ kindsj fliotold give the fiame 
df e^file td ^journey into Italy, out of which 
at) woilld be banifliMfetft indeed, if the whiole 
AV'ortd was i^dt the ^USfry of erery thinlcing 
mai^? Shin I b«e fMtik with you? The little 
bridge oP Pans has ihade tod firing an ihipref-* 
fidn Oft yoi>; an4 yoUv ean^ are too irTuch ^e* 
lighted with the tAnfmUrs of the Seine, which 
runs unde? its arches^ Yoa haivc,' Hddoubtj 
forgot the airfwer of the raan, who^ b^ing afk^d 
fioiTi whence he cani^, *' I ami a Cdfmopdlite,'* 
replied he. As for yoii^ you • are French : ho 
doe can deny that ; a«d to fiicb a degree French, 
that you confider every journey out of France 
ais a banifiiment, whatevefr may be the ihnotive 
of it . • • -• • ' ■ 

* I know that we alt hstve an infhate hve for 
dut eoHutry, and that • the greateft men have 
been fenfible td its atfraftiotisj but 1 kndwaHb, 
that it is ^onty Utille mrads that Cannot ihake 
ctfF theft -fetters. How ina*y heroes aTnd phi* 
lofopheYs: have paifed their Whdfe lives iff t?a«^ 
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veiling! Plato quitted Athens, where he was* 
adored as a god, to travel over Egypt and Italy. 
The journies of Demoeritus are celebrated ; and 
fiill more fo thofe of Pythagoras^ who never 
returned home. More inflamed by the love of 
truth than the love of his country, after goin^ 
aver Egypt, Perfia, and many barbarous coun* 
tries, he was twenty years in Italy; and you 
weep for one only that your mailer pafles there* 
Awake, my dear friend; fliake olBT the lethargy 
you are in. Elevate your foul, which is funk 
under popular prejudices^ and which, tied down - 
to the glebe of its native field, iees nothing* 
beautiful, nothing rare, beyond Paria. Give 
me back that ancient Philip, in whofe converfa^ 
tion I found fo many charms. It is not to him 
I write, it is to one of his enemies: fo he mail 
not be offended if hk finds in this letter remon- 
flrances too llrong for the foftnefs and luxury 
of our age, ' 

^ But I . will return to our exile. I wi(h yoiv 
faw him in his prefent brilliant fituation, fur* 
rounded by a concourfe of people, and even 
princes applauding and calling hijn the reilorer 
of peace. This is the flate of your banifhed 
man. I know you love him with all your- 
heart. Ceafe, then, to lament his fate; rather 
lament your own as exiled and unhappy, that 



you cannot behold his glory. He is in the 
flower of his age, his body ftrong, his mind 
eager after knowledge. It is experience, as 
artifts know, that forms great men. What 
can thofe learn, who never go beyond their pa-^ 
ternal eftate? Homer,, defiring to give the 
Greeks a model pf wifdom, prefents them with 
a, man who had vifitedfeveral cities, and flu« 
died many nations ; and Virgil imitated him 
in the -3Eneid : and muft not our mailer, then, 
delight in the lofty mountains which are the 
barriers of Italy, the magnificent cities it con- 
tains, and the beautiful rivers that water it? 
Our prelate to-day aflifled in removing the 
body of St. Anthony: I admired the dignity 
and grace with which he performed his office. 
To-morrow he continues his route; and, after 
croffing the king of rivers, will fee Ravenna, the • 
mod ancient city in Italy, and proceed to the 
capital of the world. As for you, my dear 
Philip, when you go from St. Gennain on the 
mountain to St. Genivieve in the valley, ypij 
think you h^ve been through the wide world ;. 
happy in your manner of thinking, if true hapt» 
pinefs can confift with error. But in youi: let* 
teryou did not follow your own judgment, but 
the judgment of the vulgar, which is jilwaya 
t&j^eLii and ignorant Adieu !* take care pf your* 
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felf, and do not forget me. Mark, the phy* 
iician and the countryman of Virgil faltttes 
you. 

• Padua> February 14-* 

Petrarch went from Padua to Verona to fee 
his fon and his friends, from whence he wiote 
to Socratea, and beiaught him to come to him 
in Italy, and fettle there, m any part of it be 
fliould make choice of; but he could not per« 
fnade him to leare Avignon. The few friends 
be had left were feparated from him by neceffity. 
Barbatus was eflabliflied at Snlmone with his 
wife, and could BOt leaye her. Lelius and Set* 
thno were both fettled at Rome and Avignon. 
He liad* lately cultivated a iriendfliip with tv» 
IHorentmes, IVancis Rinnuct, and John Boc- 
cace, of whom we fhall foon have occafion to 
fpeak ;> who were both fo attached to the pkice 
of their nativity, that nothing could draw them 
from thence. 

Petrarch returned foon- after to Padua^ to 
wait the arrival of the cardinal de Boulogne, 
who came there on his way home. After harm- 
ing diftributed fpi ritual and temporal benefits 
with the greateft benificenee, he took the 
roiite of Milan ami Genoa to return to Avig- 
non : . and be had in his train a vaU number of 



diftinguiihed perfonis* from every (late in lialy; 
and received the greatefi honours wherever he 
pafled. 

Petrarch, who was not a courtier, accom«* 
panied this prelate from attachment, and as an 
acknowl^gment of the kindnefs he had iheMru 
him. The cardinal delighted in his converia* 
tion, and bantered him fometimes on his en*^ 
thufiafm for his country. When they came 
into the territory of Verona, near the lake of 
Gorda, firuck with the beauty of the fpot, they 
afcended a little hill, and (lopped to view the 
fine obje£ts around them : the Alps covered 
with fnow, though in the month of June; the 
lake of Gorda, fubje6i to the ebbing and £ow« 
mg of the tide, as the iea; on every iide, rich 
hills and fertile vallies. ' It mud be owned,' 
faid the legate, addreffing himfelf to Petrarch, 
^ that your country is finer and richer than 
ours !' At theie words the face of Petrarch 
brightened with joy! ^ But you muft agree 
alfo,* added the cardinal, to ihoderate, perhaps, 
the violence of his effufion, * that ours is more 
tranquil' * That is true/ replied Petrarch, 
vnth that liberty which he always profefled; 
^ but we can obtain that tranquillity you eojoy 
when we pleafe ; whereas it does not depend on 
jron to procure thofe beauties of which Nature 
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has been prodigal to us/ The cardinal fmiledi 
and continued his route* Petrarch took leave 
of him here, and returned to Parma. At Man- 
tua, which he pafled through, he wrote another 
letter to his dear Socrates, to recommend to him 
a young abbee whom he became acquainted 
with among the attendants of the cardinal de 
Boulogne. He defcribes him as a young man 
of rare merit, whofe friendfliip was a treafure he 
wifbed him to partake of. 

* Joys of this kind/ fays he, * ought to be 
common between friends. Go, and fee him: 
you will inftantly feel it is that Socrates of 
whom I have often fpoke to you. You will be 
charmed with the fociety of fuch a man, whofe 
equal I have rarely found. I feel what may be 
the confequence of uniting two perfons, who, 
in tracing one another's virtues, will eaiily lofe 
light of mine: but I fliall confole myfelf in the 
perfuaiion, that what I lofe in merit I iliall gaia 
in friendihip/ 

After having finilhed this letter, Petrarch 
fet out for Mantua in the evening, to fleep 
at Luzora, five leagues from the Po. The 
Gonzaguas were lords of this city : they had 
fent a courier to Mantua, to defire he would 
honour them at fupper. It was with difficulty 
be got there. The fouth wind, which bleW| 
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had melted the fnows; the Po had overflowed 
the country round, and filled the roads with a 
quaggy mud, in which the horiies funk at every 
fiep- 

He got there kte. They gave him a magu 
nificent reception; rare meat^, foreign wines^ 
delicate cheer, welcome countenances, and 
much gaiety. A little matter will fpoil a fine 
feaft, and lofe the fruits of a great expenfe. 
The fupper was ferved in a damp hall, which 
ilies and all forts of infe^is had taken pofTefficm 
<rf; and, to complete the diftrefs, an army of 
frogs, who had been attrafted by the good odour 
of the meats, came forth, and dunned the com- 
pany with- their importunate <:roakings. Tbf^ 
could not (it in the room, and ware obliged to 
leave the table before fupper was ended* Pe* 
trarch retired to hiA chamber at midnight, very 
much fatigued* But a courier paffing to Rome, 
he wrote a letter to Lelius^ in which was thiA 
account of the fupper. The next day he wtnt 
to Parma* He waited till the great heMs were 
over, to go to the Jubilee held this year at 
Home. He wrote to his friend William de 
Paftrengo^ to take this journey with bim. This 
friend wiihed for nothing fo much as the io^ 
dety of Petrarch on this occaiion ; but he wa^ 
lufiabliihed at Verona, and he had a wife and 
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chUdr^f > AW bis femily oppofed this journey, 
aqd he iComM pot overcome their fears. loftead; 
thpi-ffojCy ipf Williaoi,. Petrarch took (vvith him 
fin old abbe, of refpedable charafier and digh 
Bity, »nd fpm^ peifoiig wbofe e^cperience might 
£piye him much trouble^ They itook their route 
thi^ugh T^fipapy, md ftopped at FlorcBCC* 
What impr^flSoqs agitated: the mind of Pe» 
trarch to behold his native city, which he had 
jieft fo young, that he had letaiqed only a con- 
fuff^d idea of it! They had not yet reilorcd 
lim h\^ efiate, for the.Guelph party iHU gor 
veifmd there.: He > found, however, feveral 
friends vbo, though not of long (landing, had 
¥n94^ gm^t progre& in his heart, that had fuf» 
Ur^dmmy voids firom death, which lie wiflied 

to fill up. T' 

The;iiFft of thefe:was2anobi de Strata, bom 
fit {^lorence; where Johui his father, had taught 
granamur, ^ILhis life, with fuccefs. Zanofai 
fWtinwd^ and furpafled him, in that profeflion^ 
liisf/talents. for eloquence and poetry united 
\^m: with the moil difiinguiihed perfons fop 
rAuk.radiwit m Tufcany. 
. Fjraudla Hinnuei was pf a good boufe in floi 
l^enoe; iiis;a;|ice(lbrs;liad.been the fir(l magif-^ 
trafiea in ithat ciiy^ \ Farancis had embraced the^ 
Qpc^eiftftiQal^i^t^; be..w$ui fiffi^notaiy, ^udg^e^^ 
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and fecretary of the bifliop^ and afterwards fa- 
preme vicar; and he was prior and preacher of 
the church :of the Holy Apoftles, which had been 
formerly the collegiate church. It appears that 
he was a wife and pious man, and much efteem«> 
ed at Florence. Petrarch gave him the name 
of Simonides. 

John de Certaldo, or John Eoccace, whofe 
family was of Certaldo, a village twenty miles 
from Florence, was bom at Paris. His mother 
was a young woman, with whom his father 
was fecretly conneded. He fludied grammar 
under John de Strata, and the canon law under 
Cino de Piftoye. The tafte which Nature had 
given him for poetry, and the belles lettres, de- 
feated the projects of his father, who de(igned 
faim for a civilian. It is believed, however, he 
was made dodor of laws; after which, he cer- 
tainly went for a time into the church. His 
father fent him on fome buiinefs to Naples, 
where king Robert, who foon difcovered his 
talents, received him with kindnefs, and loved 
to difcQurfe with him. Tliat prince had a 
daughter, the fruit of the only weaknefs that 
]iis character is reproached with : ihe was called 
Mary of Arragon by the hiftorians. fioccac^ 
fell in love with her, and has celebrated her in 
his works. Purin^ his fituatiod at Naples^ ha 
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heard Petrarch fpoken of in fuch a manner, that 
it infpired him with a great defire to fee him. 
He took the firft occafion to form this union, 
and it laded till death. They had each the 
fame tafies and the fame averfions ; the fame 
ardent defire of knowledge, franknefs, truth of 
mind| and tendernefs of heart: there was a 
fimilarity alfo in their love. We have feen that 
Petrarch became enchanted with Laura in the 
church of St Clare,, in the holy week. Boccace 
alfo faw and loved Mary for the firfl time in the 
t^faurch of the Cordeliers at Naples. On Eaftep- 
day thefe friends confoled Petrarch for his paft 
loffes. 

About the middle of 06tober, 1350, Petrarch 
left Florence, and fet out for Rome. He gives 
this account of his journey in a letter to Bocr 
cace. * The 15th of Oftober we fet out from 
Bolfena, a fmall town in Etruria. Taken up 
with the thoughts .of feeing Rome once mpre, 
I refie£ied upon the change that is made in our 
thoughts in a courfe of years. This, faid I to 
myfelf, is my fifth journey Co Rome; it was 
fourteen years ago I faw it for the firfl time, 
drawn by curiofity to behold its wonders* 
Some years after, a pjremature defire of the 
laurel brought me there a fecond time. The 
third and fourth journey was to render fervice^ 
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and (hew afFedion, to my friends. This ought 
to be the happieft of all, fince its only objeft is 
my eternal falvation. While I was full of 
thefe thoughts, the horfe of the old abbee, 
which was on my left fide, going to kick at 
mine, ftruck my leg juft under the knee: the 
flroke was fo violent, that it founded like bones 
Snapping afunder, and drew all our party round 
me. I felt extreme pain: but not daring to 
flop in fo folitary a place, I made a virtue of 
neceflity, got late to Viterbe, and was dragged 
to Rome by the aid of my friends. As foon as 
I got there I fent for the phyficians, who hav- 
Ing examined my wound,, found the bone laid 
open, and the iron of the horfe's /hoc had left 
a mark on it. The fmell of this neglected 
wound was fo ftrong, that I could fcarcety bear 
it ; though our familiarity with, and aiFe£lion 
for ouriblves, renders many things fupportabic 
we could not bear in others. How vile and 
abje6l is man^ laid I, if he does not compenfate 
for the weaknefs of his body by the flrength 
of his mind! The days I was obliged to pais 
wholly in bed appeared longer here than elfc- 
where. I confider this ajccident as a juft pu- 
niihment from heaven, who, after having fixe4 
my unfieady foul, thought it proper* thus to 
afflia my Unworthy body. My confeffbr h^d 
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treated me with too much lenity; I flood in 
need of this mortification. If my accident af- 
fe6b you^ the courage with which I fupport it 
ifaall be your confolation/ 

Petrarch fays, he was in the happieil difpo- 
fition for this facred bath, in which the foul 
was to be cleanfed from all its (lains. We 
have feen, that pope Clement altered this jubilee 
from a hundred to fifty years, and in a claufe 
of this bull (as fome aver) he fpeaks as follows : 
** The fovereign pontiff, in virtue of the autho-^ 
rlty he holds from the apoflles, renews the 
fouls of thofe who receive this indulgence to 
the fame flate they were in after baptifm ; and 
he orders the angels to introduce them imme* 
diately to paradife, without obliging them, on 
their way thither, to pafs through purgatory."' 

The cufiom of vifiting Rome, to receive a 
plenary abfolution of all fins, was begun in 
]300, from a rumour that this had been prac^ 
tifed before. It was not, however, to be found in 
lihe ancient records: but an old man, aged 107, 
being queflioned about it, faid, he remembered 
that, in the year ISOO, bis father, who was a 
labourer^ went to Rome to gain this induU 
gence. It was accordingly confirmed by the 
bull of pope Boniface; and Clement gave it 
the name of the jubilee^ becaufe it refembled 
2 
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the feftival of the Jews celebrated every fifty 
years, at which flaves were fet free, debts for- 
given, and each perfon obtained the wealth 
and honour of their family. 

The concourfe of pilgrims ait this jubilee 
was prodigious ; they were reckoned near a 
million. The ilreets were fo fall, that men 
were carried along by the crowd, whether on 
horfeback or on foot. There was no appear- 
ance that the plague had depopulated the 
world. The people of quality came the lail ta 
it ; and, above all, the ladies of the grandeear 
from beyond the mountains. Mod of them: 
took the route ol Areona; and Bernardiu de 
Polenta, lord of Ravenna, whofe caftle was on 
this road, joined, and made great confuiion 
among them. * This would not have befaliea 
them/ fays a contemporary hiftorian, ' if they 
had remahied in their houfes ; becaufe a /hip 
which is always in port canoot be flirpwrecked.- 
Indulgencies and joumies, ' he adds, ' are not fit 
for young people. Strangers who came from 
all countries, knowing only their own lan- 
guage, were embarrafied about confeffion. They 
therefore made/ ufc of interpreters, who often 
pohliilied what they heard ; and it became ne^ 
ceflkry to buy their filence at a dear rate. To 
remedy this abufe, they eftablifhed penitent 
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tiarles at Rome, who underftood all tl>e lan- 
guages. The kings of Caftile, Arragon, Por- 
tugal, and Cyprus, would fain have obtained 
indulgence without going to Rome. They 
wrote to the pope, to beg he would difpenfe 
with this journey ; but the cardinals oppoling, 
he. wrote this anfwer to thefe princes : * My 
brethren, the cardinals, confidering that this 
indulgence is granted not only for the falvation 
of fouls, but for the honour of the faints, would 
not cbnfent that any fliould be difpenfed from 
this vifitation to their churches.' The number 
of thirty days was fixed for the Romans, fifteen 
for the Italians, and ten for other Grangers. 
Clement, whofe goodnefs and courtefy wa& 
difplayed on all occafions, extended his. indul- 
gence to thofe perfoins who had been prevented 
from, or (lopped on, their journey, on this 
condition, that they Ihould give to the church 
the money they would have expended iix it. 
•The inhabitants of I^ome,' fays Villani, * were, 
exorbitant in their impofitions upon thefe 
Grangers ; and ufed fuch frauds and monopolies, 
that, joined to the fatigue and heat, caufed a 
great mortality.* And Meyer, another hidorian 
of great age, affures us, that, of all thefe piU 
grlms, the tenth part never returned to their 
liabitatiQui 
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As felon as Petrarch could get out, he vifited 
all the churches with extreme ardour to gain 
the jubilee. He fpeaks of the good effefts it 
had upon his foul. ' I went with fervor,' fays 
he, ' determined to put an end to that finful 
life which has often covered me with fliame, 
and I hope nothing can make me change the 
firm refolutions I have taken." 

The reft of his time was much of it fpent, in 
all probability, with his friend Lelius. After 
having gained the jubilee, he returned imme- 
diately to Padua, He took his route through 
Tufcany, and flopped at Arezzo, defirous to fee 
the town in which he was born. Aretin fays, 
that his townfnien, charmed with the fight of 
a man who was fuch an honour to them, went 
out to meet him, and paid him the fame re- 
fpedl and obeifance they would have done to a 
king: this was in December, 1350. He had 
the good fortune to find in this town the Infti- 
tutions of QuintiliSn, which till then he could 
never meet with. The manufcript was muti* 
lated, and in a bad condition : but it was au 
interefting difcovery to him. He wrote fome 
lines to Quintiliah to exprefs his joy ; in which, 
he tells him plainly, that he was fitter to form 
great orators, than to be an orator himfelf. 

§ome days after this, Petrarch going out of 



48 ritt LIFE ot AoofL 

Arezzo to purfue bis journey, the principal 
people of the city, who accom{)anied him, led 
bim to Orto, to ihew him the houfe in which 
he was born. * It was a little houfe/ fays^ Pe- 
trarch, * as befitted an exile.' They told him 
that the proprietor would have made fome al- 
terations in it, which the town had always op* 
pofed, that the place confecrated by his birth 
might remain always in the ilate it was in at 
that time. He relates this to a perfon who 
had written to know whether Arezzo was 
really the place of his birth ; and adds, ^ Arezzo 
has fliewn more refpe6i to a firanger than flo* 
rence to a citizen/ 

Petrarch flopped at Florence to converfe 
with bis friends ; and went from thetice to 
Padua, where he bad fixed his refidence.. There 
was great conftemation, and an univerfal la- 
mentation, in this city, which had loft the beft 
of all mafters, James de Corrare had in bis 
boufe a relation called William, whom he 
treated with kindnefs, and admitted to his 
table, though he was unworthy of that favour. 
The 21ft of December, after dinner, when 
this lord was feated in his palace, furrounded 
with his friends^ fervants^ and guards, William^ 
plunged a dagger into his breaft with fo much 
celerity, that no one had time to ward off the 
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(Iroke. Sonie haftened to rai^e lip their lord, 
who was fallen, and who expired in their arms : 
4the reft pierced the monfter with a thoufand 
iirokes who had committed this parricide. 
* At the fame inftant,' Vays Petrarch, * there 
.vent out of this worid two fouls of a very dif- 
ferent kind, and the routes they took were as 
oppofite/ The motive of this a6lion is un- 
known; but fome think James had forbade 
him to appear abroad on account of his bad 
condu£i;. 

Petrarch wrote on this occafion the following 
letter to Boccace : 

* I have learnt by long habit to cope with 
Fortune. I do not oppofe her ftrokes by groans 
and tears, but by a heart hardened to repel them. 
She perceived me firm and intrepid, and took 
a lance to pierce me at the time I lay the moft 
expofed by the death of thofe friends who had 
formed a rampart round me. By a fudden, 
horrible, and unworthy death, ihe has de- 
prived me of another tender friend, of a man 
who was my confolation and glory. He was 
the moft like king Robert in his love of letters, 
and in his favors to thofe who profeffed them. 
He was diftinguiiljed for a fmgular fweetnefs 
of manners, and was tlie father, rather than 
lord, of his' people. I had given myfelf to 
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him. While I live I fliall never lofc the remem- 
brance of James de Corrare^ and fliall always 
fpeak of him with pleafure. I would celebrate 
him to you, and to pofterity; but heia much 
above TiL\y praife.' ' 

The death of James de Corrare rendered 
Padua difagreeable to Petrarch. The delight- 
ful fituation of Vauclufe prefented itfelf, and 
he wiflied once iftore to behold it But he 
Irontinued the winter at Padua. He fpent t 
great deal of his time with Ildebrandin Comtt^ 
bilhop of that city; a man of high rank and 
great merit. One day, as he ^vas fupping at 
his palace, two Carlhufian monks came there, 
and were well received by Ildebrandin, wha 
loved their order. He afked them what 
brought them to Padua. * We are going,' they 
faid, * tp Ti?evife, by the order of our general, 
to eftabh/h a monaftery; the bifliop of that 
city, and fbme of its pious inhabitants, defiring 
to have one of our order.' IldebFandin, after 
feveral morie queflions, turmed the conveifation 
infenfibly u{)on father Gerard, brother to Pe- 
trarch, and afked them if he appeared con- 
tented with his lot. The two monk^ who 
did not know Petrarch, related wonders of his 
brother. 

* The plague,' faid they, * having got inter 



the monaftery of Montrieu, the prior, sL iDan of 
exemplary piety, but feized with terror, told his 
monks that flight was the only part they had 
to take. Gerard anfwered with courage, ** Go 
v^here you pleafe: as to myfelf, I will remaia 
in the fituation in which Heaven has fixed me.^* 
The prior redoubled his inftances; and, to 
alarm him, faid, ^* When you are dead, there 
will be no perfon to bury you." " That is the 
laft of my cares," faid Gerard; ^' and the affair 
of my furvivors rather than mine." The prior 
'fled to his own country, where death followed^ 
and firuck him. Gerard remained in his con* 
vent^ where the plague refpefted and left htm 
only, after having deflroyed, in a ftyr days^ 
thirty-four of his brethren who continued with 
him. Gerard paid them every fervice, received 
their lafl; fighs, wafhed their bodies, and buried 
them when death had taken thofe defiined to 
this office. With only a dog left for his coin* 
paiuon, he watched at night to guard the 

« . . . 

houfe, and took his repofe in the day. The 
thieves, with which this country is infefted, 
came feyeial times to pillage this monaftery, 
but he found fome means to get rid of theb. 
When the fummer was pafled, he fent to a neigh- 
bouring monaftery of the Carthufians, to beg 
they would give him a monk to take care of 
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the houfe ; and he went himfelf to the fupe- 
rior monaftery of the Carthufians, where he 
was received with fingiilar diftinftion by eighty- 
three priors, and obtained of them a great 
favor. They permitted him to choofe a prior 
and monks to renew his houfe from the difi 
ferent convents of the order: and he returned 
triumphant, which be merited by his care, 
fidelity, and prudence.' 

While the Carthufians were relathig theft 
wonders' of father Gerard, the prelate caft his 
eyes, filled with tears of joy, from time to time, 
on Petrarch^ * I know not,' fays the latter, 

* whether my eyes appeared fo; but my heart 
was tenderly moved.' The Carthufians at laft* 
difcovcred him to be the brother of Petrarch, 
and with. a holy effufiioa embraced him, faying, 

* Ah ! how happy arc you in fucb a brother V 
Petrarch could only anfwer with his tears: he 
was touched with this fcene beyond expreffion, 
as he owns in a letter to his brother, from 
whence this account i» taken^ 

About this time he made a review of all his 
manufcripts. Refleding on the uncertainty of 
Hfe, and recalling the loifes he had fuftained in 
a Ihort time, he thought it neceffary to arrange 
his affairs ; like thofe who, on the evening 
•that precedes a long journey, colleft together 
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what they will take with them, burn the 
things that are unneceffary, and give the reft to 
their friends. He found much pleafure in re- 
viewing his fentiments in the different periods 
of his life. When he difcovered how many 
things he had begun, and left unfiniflied, he 
confidered fuch undertakings as a great folly in 
fo fhort a life, and he threw into the fire di- 
reftly a thoufand epiftles and poems on all fub- 
jeds. * I charged Vulcan,' fays he, * with the 
trouble of conne6iing them. But fhall I owa 
my weaknefs? it was not without (igbs? But 
jecolle£ting that his dear Socrates had begged 
of himhisprofe works, and Barbatus his poetry, 
he faved the reft. To this we owe the eight 
books of his familiar fubje^ds, diedicated to 
Socrates, and the three books of his Latin 
verfes, dedicated to Barbatus, printed in the 
edition of Bafle in 1581, the moft complete 
edition there is of his works. Thofe he de- 
ilroyed contained probably a thoufand intereft- 
jng anecdotes of his life. Petrarch writes thus 
to Socrates on this fubjeft ; 

* I will not fay to my readers as did Apuleius, 
*^ Read my works, they will pleafeyou; but you, 
my dear Socrates, will read them with ardor, 
jind perhaps with pleafure, becaufe you love 
me. If my ftyle fliould amufe you, it will be 
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owing to your friendfhip, and not to my wit. 
A woman need not attend the toilette whofe 
lover is to be judge of her beauty. You know 
I am not eloquent, nor does the epiftolary ftylc 
admit of it. The letters of Cicero are Cmple, 
plain, and eafy : he referved for his pleadings 
the thunders of his eloquence. If you will 
give me a mark of your friendfhip, keep thefe 
trifles to yourfelf; the world will not view 
them with your candour; even you muft con-» 
fider my Situation. My life is that of a wan-s 
derer up and down in the midft of perils, fixe4 
to no certain fpot. This manner of life prQ* 
cured me a great number of acquaintance; of 
real friends, perhaps, tut a few ; but of this we 
pannot eafily judge. This obliged me to write 
to people of all countries, and of every age an4 
fituation, whofe characters and manners of 
thinking were quite pppofite. You will there- 
fore find feeming contradiftions in thefe let* 
tei-s; for the attention of a writer ought to be 
fixed on the perfon to whom he writes, on hi^ 
charafiler and manner of thinking, and how he 
is likely to be affeded with the fubje6l before 
him. We muft not write in the fame manner 
to a brave man and a coward; to a young man 
without experience, and to a man of advance^ 
years, who has pafled through the difficulties of 
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life ; to a happy man, pufFed up with profper ity, 
and to a wretched one, deprefled by adverfity; 
to a man of letter^^ and to a fool. There is aa 
infiQite variety among men^ and their minds 
have as little refemblance as their faces. And 
were we to write Qnly to one perfon, we muft 
even then fometimes change our ftyle and 
manner: a monotony in language will tire at 
length, as well as an uniformity in our food. 

* I have fupprefled in thefe letters thofe mi- 
nute details which feldom interefl thofe who are 
not concerned in them. But I am not altoge- 
ther of the opinion of Seneca, who reproaches 
Cicero for fuch details, and who ftuffs his own 
letters with morals and philofophy. I have ra- 
ther followed the latter, and have mixed fimple 
narrations with moral reflexions, in the man- 
ner of Cicero. Give thefe trifles a corner in 
your cabinet, where they may be flieltered from 
thofe daring critics who, without producing 
liny thing of their own, determine with aflurance 
on the works of others, 

* I have flcetched out a piXure of myfelf, 
which I deftine for you. It Ihall be drawn 
with care; it will not be, as Cicero fays, the 
Minerva of Phidias; but wh^n I have finillied 
it, it fliall not fear the critic. In this review 
yoa will be llruck with my weaknefs and 
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eiFeminate complaints: you will £iy, I was a 
man in youth, and ^ child in mature age. I 
complained not, however, like Cicero, of exile, 
iicknefs, a fum loft, a payment deferred, or an 
imjuft decifion : but when I loft my friends 
all at once, and the world was to me anni- 
hilated, there would have been more infen- 
fibility than ftrength of mind in being unmoved, 
by fuch affli6lions. At prefent I experience 
the change that Seneca tells us always befalls 
the ignorant. Defpair has given me courage' 
and tranquillity. Henceforth you fliall behold 
me aft, fpeak, and write, with more vigon 
Even a falling world might crufli, but it would 
not intimidate me. 

f I began this letter with the day, and with 
the day I will end it. I have prolonged my 
ponverfation with you, becaufe it is delightful 
to me thu9 to enjoy your prefence, notwith- 
ftanding the feas and the mountains that fepa- 
rate us. Could I procure a tranquil and fixed 
eftablifhment, I would undertake fome con- 
fiderable work, that I might confecrate it to 
you. I would fain immortalize your name; 
but you ftand in no ne^d of my praife. Adieu ! 
You are my IdomeneuSj, my Atticus, my Lu- 
pilius !' 

Petrarch lodged, when at Padua, in the cloift 
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ter of St. Juftiiie, clofe to the churcli of that 
nionaftery, which was built on the ruins of 
the ancient temple of Concord. Some work- 
men emploj^ed there, found a ftone on which 
was an infcription to the memory of Livy. 
Petrarch, who idolized this hiftorian, took it 
into his head to addrefs a letter to him as fol- 
lows ; 

^ I wifh I had lived in your age, or rather 
that you had been born in mine. I fhould have ^^ 
been among thofe who went to feek you at 
Rome, or even in the Indies, had you dwelt there. 
I can now only behold you in your books; 
and in them but in part, from the indolence 
of our age, who have never taken any pains to 
coUe6l your works. I cannot reflefl: on this 
without feeling indignation at my countrymen^ 
^vho feek after nothing but gold, filver, and the 
pleafures of fenfe. 

* I am under great obligations to you, be- 
caufe you bring me into fo much good com- 
pany^ When I read your works, I think I live 
with Brutus, Regulus, Scipio, the Fabricii, the 
Camilli; and not with the banditti among 
whom my unfortunate liars have placed me. 
Salute on my part, among the ancients, Poly- 
bius, Quintus, Claudius, Valerius, and Antias, 
>yhpfe glory was clouded by yours ; among the 
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moderns, Pliny the younger, your neighbour, 
and Crifpus Salluft, your rival; and inform them, 
they have not been more fortunate than you 
with refpeft to the prefervation of their works. 

* I write this in the city where you were 
born and interred, in the veftibule of St, Juf- 
tine the virgin, and on the flone of your mo* 
nument.' 

Padua was near Venice, and Petrarch went 
often to that city, which he called the wonder 
of all cities. He became acquainted with An<* 
drew Dondolo, who was made doge in 1343^ 
though he was but thirty-fix years of age^ 
which was an extraordinary thing. But he wa$ 
ja young man of great merit, and joined the 
talents necelfary for governing, with an agree- 
able figure, and very enchanting manners. We 
have feen that he was in the good graces of the 
beautiful emprefs of Milan. His mind was cul- 
tivated and poetical He had read the works 
of our poet, and was charmed with his ac- 
iquaintance; to obtain which he had made con- 
fiderable advances, which Petrarch anfwered 
with the higheft fentiments of efieem and ad« 
jniration. 

The commerce of the Venetians increafed 
imder the government of Dondolo: they be- 
gan at that time to trade to Egypt and Syria, 
5 
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from whence they brought (ilk, pearls, aroma-^ 
tic fpices, and other commodities of the eall. 
This excited the envy of the Genoefe^ and a 
rupture enfued. Petrarch, in a letter to the 
doge of Genoa, fays, * I am troubled at the 
iituatiou of your republic. I know the dif- 
ference there is between the tumult of arms and 
the tranquillity of PamalTus, and that the lyre 
of Apollo ill Accords with the trumpet of Mars. 
Hannibal himfelf f^id, that a certain peace was 
to be preferred to an expe6ted viftory. Wh^t 
diftrefies me the mod is, that it is Italians you 
oppofe. Would it not be better to wage war 
^gainfl Damas, Sufa, or Memphis? Mud the 
defirudiQU of the Theban brothers be renewed 
»n Italy? 

* With grief I learn your league with the 
king of Arragon ; and will you feek the aid of 
ft barbarian tq d^flroy your own countrymen? 
Your enemies, you fay, have fet the example;; 
they are then equally culpable. Venice calls. 
to her fuccour the tyrants of the weft; Genoa 
thofe of the eafti Wretches that we are! we 
buy venal fouls to deftroy our own children! 
Nature gave us for barriers the Alps and the 
two feas; avafic^, epvy, and pride, have open- 
ed thefe barriers to the Cimbres, the Huns, the 
TeutonS;, the Gauls^ and the Spaniards. Ho\^ 
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often have we recited with tears thofe lines of 
Virgil: ** Strangers poffefs thefe cultivated 
fields! thefe harvefts are the prey of barba* 
rians!*' Behold how difcord has reduced the 
citizens of this wretched country! Athens 
and Lacedasmon had a rivalHiip like youi4: the 
latter could have deftroyed the former; but, 
*' Heaven forbid," faid they, " that we ihould 
put out one of the eyes of Greece." A fine an- 
fwer, worthy of Sparta ! In the midft of thefe 
as:itations I cannot remain filent While fome 
are dragging along great trees to conftruft vef^ 
fels of war, and others are fliarpening their 
fwords and their darts, I ihould think myfelf 
culpable if I did not take up my pen, which is 
my only weapon. I am confcious with what 
eircunifpeftion we ought to fpeak to our fupe-- 
riors; but the love of one's cojintry is above 
all : this will plead my caufe, and perfuade 
you to pardon my pi'efumption- I will pros- 
trate myfelf before the chiefs of both nations, 
and thus befeech them : Throw down your 
arms, give each other the kffs of peace, unite 
your hearts, and your colors ! Then will the 
Pontus, the Euxine, and the ocean, be opened 
to you ; and your ihips will arrive in fafety at 
Taprobane, the Fortunate Iflands, the uur 
known Thule, and at the Poles ! Kings ^nd 
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people iliall go before you: the Indian, the 
Englifl), and the Ethiopian, fhall dread your 
power. Let peace reign among you, and you 
will have nothing to fear ! Adieu, the greateft 
of dukes, and the beft of men ?* 

Andrew Dondola, in his anfwer, fpeaks thus 
to Petrarch : 

* The Genoefe are not our brothers : diey 
have been guilty of a thoufand wrongs to the 
republic of Venice: they arc domeftic ene- 
mies, and worfe they cannot be. They liave 
abufed our patience, tarnished the glory of 
Italy, and debafed the diadem of its queen. 
They have rendered themfelves odious to the 
whole univerfe. It is not aftonifliing they 
cannot agree with others, fince they are never 
in harmony with themfelves. We only under- 
take this war to procure an honorable peace 
for our country, which is dearer to us than our 
lives/ 

The doge was delighted with the eloquence 

^of Petrarch's letter,. and the depth of his under- 

{landing. * You are very dear to us,* faid he; 

* but you will be ftill more fo, if you will often 

regale us with fuch fine produ3;ions !' 

I'he fixth of April this year, 135 1, three years 
after the death of Laura, Petrarch wrote the fol- 
lowing lines ; 
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* Oh, Love ! who has not proved thy mighty 
power? Seek in the earth for my dear treafure 
that is hidden there ! Seek for that pure and 
chafle heart which was my fole deh'ght ! Tear 
from the hands of death what he has forced 
from me, and fix once more thy precious en- 
fign on her lovely face! Re-kindle that flame 
which was my guide; that conftant flanie, 
which enlightens me ftiU, though it is extin- 
guifiied itfelf. 

* Never did thirfty (lag feek the cooling 
fountain as I feek what I have lofl:. Amiable 
pilgrim ! why did you fet out before me? The 
empire of death has now loft its hold over me ; 
for fhe who bound me to earth is afcended to 
heaven! My chains are broken. I am free 
and miferabk !' 

In another fonnet he fays, ' How bleft ihould 
I have been had I died with Laura!' But he 
would not have enjoyed one of the greateft 
pleafures he met with in the courfe of his life : 
his friend Boccace came to him on this day^ 
to inform him he was recalled to his country, 
and reftored to the inheritance of his family. 

The friends of Petrarch at laft obtained his 
caufe, and fent Boccace, with a letter to him 
from the fenate, thus infcribed : * To the Re- 
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verend Signior Francis Petrarch, canon of Pa- 
dua, crowned poet, our very dear countryman, 
prior of the arts, and Gonfalonier of Juftice to 
the people of Florence, 

^ lUuftrious branch of our country! Your 
name has long founded in our ears, and touch- 
ed our hearts. The fuccefs of your (ludies, 
and that admirable art in which you excels 
have decorated you with the laurel, and ren- 
dered you worthy to ferve as a model to pofte- 
rity. You will find in the hearts of your coun- 
trymen all thofe fentiments of efteem and 
friendihip you deferve; and, that there may 
be nothing in your country to give you pain, 
of your own liberality, and infpired by that pa- 
ternal tendernefs ^vc have always had for you, 
we return to you, without any exception, the 
lands of your anceftors, which have been re- 
deemed with the public treafure. The gift is 
fmall in itfelf, and little proportioned to your 
merit : but it will be enhanced by regard to our 
laws, our cuftoms, and the recolle&ion of thofe 
who have not been able to obtain it. You 
may now inhabit, when you pleafe, the city 
in which you was born. We flatter ourfeh^s 
that, filled with love for your country, you 
will not go elfewhere to feek the applaufe that 
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you merit, and the tranquillity that you de* 

fire. 

* We read admirable things of Virgil, and 

of fome other authors of antiquity, whona 
even our own age caufes us to regret. You 
will not find among us Csefars or Mecsenafes; 
thefe are titles unknown to us; but you will, 
find countrymen, zealous for your glory, • ar- 
dent to publifli your praife, and extend your 
renown ; extremely fenfible of the honour our 
city obtains from having produced a man who 
has no parallel. Antiquity cannot boafl, nor 
will his equal be found in poAerity. 
^ * We are not ignorant how rare, how fplen- 
did is the name of a poet. Ennius called poets 
holy, and they are in fome fort infpired with 
a divine fpirit; for which reafon they were 
crowned, as were the Caefars and heroes who 
triumphed. The Utter are immortalized by 
their actions, the former by their works. It 
is praife-worthy, fays Salluft, to do well for 
the republic, and it is not lefs fo by eloquence 
to promote its glory. Thus men become il- 
luftrious both in war and in peace; and re- 
nown, as Lucan fays, ihelters both the one 
and the other from the outrages of time. If 
the foul of Virgil, if the eloquent fpirit of Ci- 
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cero were again to appear in a bodily form 
among us, we fhould not venerate them more 
than we venerate you. Why are men more 
ready to praife thofe of whom they only hear, 
than thofe who are prefent with them? You 
excite our admiration, and we will ling your 
praife. Who would not be afloniflied to find 
fo few good writers, and ftill fewer poets, in 
that crowd of wits among us who apply to fo 
many different ftudies? Cicero explains this: 
It is owing, fays he, to the greatnefs of the 
objefl, and the difficulty of fuccefs. But 
you have arrived at it by the flrength of your 
genius, and great application. We have re- 
Iblved, after mature deliberation, to advance 
the honour of our city in reftoring the fciences 
and the arts, perfuaded that they will give to 
it, as they did to Rome, a'^rt of empire over 
the reft of Italy. 

* What we defire, what was fo rare among 
the ancients, you alone can produce. Your 
country conjures you, by all that is moft fa* 
cred, by all the rights ihe has over you, to con- 
fecrate to her your time, to prefide over and di- 
re6l thefe her ftudies, that they may excel 
thofe of others. You fliall make choice of the 
authors you will explain, and fhall aft in the 
manner moft fuited to your occupations an4 
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your glory. The greatcft things have often 
arofe from fmall begmnitigs. There are not 
t^anting perfons of merit among w», who, xtn^ 
der yowr auifMces, will give fome poetic wt)rksrto 
the p^Uie. Fiaifli vkh us youi Afiica, that 
mnK}]:ta) pc^m ; and bnng ba£k to ^u» the 
Mufes^ whom we have fo loag Degle6;ed. . Yew 
kave vFstndefed Umg. enough about the world : 
jou ki)ow the ckks^ and the maj&nei^ of all 
ttatto.nsv It is trme for you to fettle. Rtr 
torn to y»oiif country; wKkJi calls yxm with a 
loud voice after a king abfen'Ce; a iummonsi 
which, perhaps, no one ever reee-ived but yom^ 
k\f. Magifirates and peofile, great and, finally 
^fire your pi?elence. Your hcmfi^old goda^ 
yoor recovered }ands> wait foor yoo with ioDpac- 
tienee. Return to tbem^ return to ua. Yoa 
are dear to us ; yw| will be ftitl dearer^ if yoja 
comply with our wifhes. We have many otboi 
&ing& t& iay, which ve have co«gded to John 
Bioccace, the meiTenger of thefe difpatchcs, tor 
whom w€ beg you would giro^ the ian>e emdilt 
that you would to oar&lveSr' 

^^Uiani rekite^ that the plague havi^ig depo^ 
pulated the ci^ of FJbrence, the iixliai>itants^ ta 
draw men thither, and refiore its fiourilhifi-g: 
fiiate, deliberated about eftabliOiing an univer* 
ilty, where they ihoukl teach all the fciences^ 
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and, above all, theology, and the civil and 
CaiM>n law. In* confequence of which they 
built fchools, affigned public funds for them, 
and called thkhcr the bcft profeflbrs in every 
branch of ftudy. The pope and the cardinals 
approved the plan, and granted this univerfity 
all the privilegei^ of thofe of Paris, Bologna^ 
&c. The Florentines wiflied for Petrarch at 
tlie head of this efiablifliment, to do them ho* 
nodr, and revive the tafte for refined know* 
ledge. Alid this produced the juft reditu* 
tion of his lands, and the obliging letter tliey 
fent him. Petrarch's anfwer was as follows : 

* I have lived long enough, my dear country- 
men. According to the maxim of the wife 
man, We ihould die when wt have nothing 
left us to dcfire. I have never been ambitious 
of riches or honours ; of thi& my whole life has 
been a fufficient proof. My prayera and my 
wiibes have all centered in being a good man, 
and in meriting the approbation of worthy 
perfons. If I have not accomplifced the firft 
point, your letter, which furprifcd and rejoiced 
me, is a proof I am not far from the laft. 

" • As Plutarch faid to the empcf or Trajan, 
I rejoice in my own happinefs, and felicitate 
yoa on your virtue. It is a prodigy in an 
s^ge fo deficient in goodnefs, and aftoiiifliing to 
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find fo much of that, public (fo to fpeak) po- 
pular liberty in that vaft body of which yoav 
republic is compofed. 

' Illuilrious and generous men ! had I been 
prefent, could I have defired more than you 
have granted to me when I was abfent, and 
afked nothing? Where is the country which 
bas better treated the bell of its citizens? 
Rome recalled from exile, Cicero, Rutilius, 
Metellus; but ihe had exiled them unjuftly. 
She recalled Camillus^ but at a time when ilie 
could not do without him. The fame reafon 
engaged Athens to recall Alcibiades^ But there 
is no example of an abfent citizen's being re- 
called voluntarily, but from the motive of fi^r^ 
vice to their country. Auguftus reftored his land 
to Virgil: but have we ever feen a public fe- 
uate reftqrc to the fon an inheritance which 
(for not being claimed at a certain time) was 
loft by his father? With how many flatte^- 
ries, careffes, and foothing entreaties, have you 
fweetened the reftitution of my land, after hav- 
ing purchafed it with the money of the public I 
When I fee it thus drefled out, and enriched 
with the flowers of your eloquence, I envy 
not the moft fertile fpots pf Africa and Sicily, 
or thofe lands of Campania where Ceres and 
IBaccluis contend for the fiiperiority. More 
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fenfibly aifedled with your flattering addrefs 
than the fervices you have done, or wifli to do, 
me, nothing is wanting to my happinefs, but 
to deferve, by my conduct, what I owe to your 
generofity, 

* It is a great confolatidn to find myfelf thus . 
TC-eftabli^icd in my country, wh^re my father, 
my grandfather, and great-grandfather, lived 
to old age, and diftinguillied themfelves more 
by their fidelity and their zeal, than by the 
incenfe of adulation. As to myfelf, who have 
flown fo far beyond it, on the wings of nature, 
or of fortune, you offer me an afylum where, 

^ ^fter fo many courfes, I may repofe in tranquil- 
lity. It is a precious gift; but what you have 
added is more precious ftill, and will be al- 
ways a fpur which will excite me to virtue and 
-glory. 

* Receive my grateful thanks, fuch as th^y 
are, and impute it to yourfelves that they can- 
not equal your l>eneficence. I muft be much 
■more eloquent than I am, to exprefs an ac- 
knowledgment that bears any proportion to 
your benefits. Whatever I can fay will be 
«ver unequal to my wiflies. Overwhelmed 
with your favours, fliall I dare to appropriate 
the anfwer of Auguftus to the fenate with tears? 
Arrived at the completion of my defires, wbat 
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can I afk of the gods, but that your good-will 
may laft as long as my life? I recolle6l that I 
made this rcqueft to thpfe who were at the 
head of your fenate when I returned laft year 
from Rome. 

^ John Boccace, the meffcnger of your let- 
ter aiid your orders, will acquaint you with my 
projeSs on my return; I have confided lliem 
to him, I beg you to confider what he iliall 
fay on my part, as if I fpoke it myfelf. 

* Heaven grant that your republic may be 
always flourifliing !' 

Notwithftanding this letter, Petrarch formed 
the defign of going to Avignon and Vauclufc^ 
and gives thefe realbns for it in a letter to one 
of his friends : ^ 

' What can I allege as an excufe for the 
variation of my foul, but thai love of folitude 
and repofe fo natural to me? Too much 
known, too much fought, in my own country, 
praifed and flattered even to difguft, I feek 
a corner where I may live unknown, and with- 
out glory. Nothing appears to me fo defir* 
able as a tranquil and foUtary life. My de- 
fert of Vauclufe prefents itfelf with all its 
charms. Its hills, its fountains, and its woods, 
fo favourable to my ftudies, poffefs my foul 
with a fweet emotion I cannot defcribe. I 
am no longer aitonifhed that Camillus^ that 




great maa \i^Iiom Rome exjled^ £ghed aftec 
his country, when I ft^l that a itiao b^rn oa 
the banks of the Arno regrets a Titration bc^ 
yond the Alps. Habit is a TecOnd nature ; and 
this felitude, from the (Ir ength of ha4>it, is be- 
come as my coantry. What engages me the 
mod is, that I reckon upon finiliiing there 
fome works I have begun. I am defiix)us to 
reviiit my books, to draw them out of the 
boxes in which they are enclofed, that they may 
again fee the light, and behold the face of their 
mafter* lu fine, if I fail in the promife I have 
given my friends at Florence, they ought to 
{)ardon me, £nce it is the effo&of that variation 
attached to the h^iman mind^ from which iio 
one is exempted, but thofe perfe^ men who 
never lofe fight of the fovei^ign good.' 

Petrarch fet out from Padua the third of 
May, 1&5I, aivd brought with him his fon, 
whom he had taken from the fchool of Parma« 
* I took him with me/ iaid he, ^ that his pre- 
fence might animate me to do him every good 
office. What would have become of this child 
if he had had tlie misfortune to lofe me?' 
He arrived at Vicen^a at the fetting of the 
fim. He hefitated whether he iliould flop 
there, or proceed farther. Some peifons of 
iiiefit he met with, determined him to flay, 
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They entered into converfation, and night 
came on without Petrarch's perceiving it * I 
have often proved,' fays h^, * that our friends 
are the greateft thieves of our time : but ought 
we to complain of this robbery, or can we make. 
a better ufe of it than to pafs it with them?* 
The converfation fell upon Cicero. Every one: 
fpoke as he thought of this 'great man. Pe- 
trarch, having praifed his genius and eloquence, 
faid fomething of his ficklenefs of charafter, 
and the inconftancy of his mind. Perceiving 
his friends allonifhed, he drew from his port- 
manteau two letters^ in one of which he praifes; 
his genius, in the other criticifes his character. 
Moft of the company were convinced of the 
juftice of the criticifm, except one old man. 
* Ah ! gentlemen^' fays he, * for mercy fpeak 
with more refpe6l of fo great a man : fpare me 
the grief of hearing any thing faid againft him.* 
When they afked him if he thought Cicero 
incapable of erring, he ihut his eyes, fhook his 
head, and again repeated, * What a mifery for 
me to hear Cicero blafphemed!' * You con-» 
fider him then as a god,' faid Petrarch. ^ YeSy* 
replied he, without hefitation ; * he is the god of 
eloquence.* * You are then right,' replied 
Petrarch; * if he is a god, he cannot err: but I 
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confefs, this is the firft time I ever heard Cicero 
turned into a deity. After all, fiuce he deifies 
Plato, I do not fee why you are to blame for 
doing the fame by him, if our religion permit- 
ted us to multiply gods at our pleafure/ ^ I da 
but joke,' faid the old man: * 1 know well that 
Cicero was a man ; but agree with me that his 
mind was divine,' ' Very true,' faid Petrarch; 
*you are now in the right : you fpeak like Quin- 
tilian, who called Cicero a heavenly man. It 
is fufficient, however, that he was a man liable 
to err, and errors you muft own he comniitted/ 
At thefe words the old man gnaflied his teeth as 
if they had attacked his honor! 

Petrarch's letters to Cicero united are as fol- 
lows : 

* I have read your works with avidity, which, 
after a long fearch, I found at laft. You fay a 
great deal, complain very much, and oftea 
change your manner of thinking. I know al-* 
ready what you taught to others; I know at 
prefent what you think yourfelf. Wherever 
yott are, liften to the mod zealous of your ad-» 
mirers. It is not advice I mean to offer; it is 
a complaint diftated by fentiment, and mixc4 
vith forrow. 

* Reftlefs and unhappy old man ! What do. 
you mean by fo many quarrels and contcntigns? 
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AtmI why do you facrifice to thcfe a rcpofe fi> 
much better fuited to your rank and your age? 
What falfe idea of glory has precipitated your 
grey hairs into thofe wars which fuit none but 
young men, and caufed you to end your life in 
a manner unworthy of a philofopher ? Forget* 
ing your advice to your brothers, and the pre- 
cepts you gave your difciples, you are falleu 
into the very precipice you cautioned them to 
avoid. I fpeak not now of Dionyfius, of your 
brother, of your grandfon, or of Dolabella* 
Sometimes you praifed them to the .ikies ; 
fometimes you overwhelmed them with re- 
proaches. I would be (ilent alfo concerning 
C»far, whofe clemency was a certain port for 
all thofe who attacked him; and Pompey, to 
whom your intimacy gave you a right to fpeak 
fi'eely. But why that violence againft An^ 
thony? Without doubt, we muft attribute it to 
your zeal for your finking country. But what 
then could be the motive of your fecrct union 
with Auguftus? You know what your own 
Brutus faid of you : " Cicero does not diflikc 
a matter ; he would only have one that fuits 

■ How I lament for you, my dear Cicero ! I 
pity, but 1 blufli for your errors: I fay with 
Prutus, *' Of what ufe are fo many talents, and 
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fo much knoA?ledge? Why does he fpeak Q^ 
>vell of virtue, . and €0 feidom adhere to its 
laws?" Would it not better fuit a philofopher, 
like you, to renounce the fafces, the honors of 
a triumph, and thofe purfuits againft Catalrne, 
"which infpired you with fo much vanity, to 
pafs a tranquil old age at your villa, more oc«- 
cupied (as you fpeak yourfelf) with the future 
than with the prefent, which will fwiftly pais 
away? Adieu for ever! my dear Cicero. I 
write from the other fide th^ Po, on the bor- 
dere of the Adige to the right, in the colony of 
Verona, the 12th of May, 1345, from the 
birth of him wth wiiom you are not ac-- 
quainted.' 

One of Petrarch's friends begged thefe re- 
flexions on Cicero, to examine them at his 
leifure, that he might form a clear judgment of 
them. Petrarch willingly confented, layings 
^ I wi(h I may be found to have miilaken his 
charader/ 

Petrarch fet out the next day for Verona, 
where he propofed only a fliort ftay : but Azon 
de Correge, William de Paftrengo, and fomQ 
other friends, detained him the whole months 
* The prayers of my friends,* fays he, * are fo 
many bonds on my aflfedion. Nothing can bo 
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fweeter' than friendfliip. I have only to com- 
plain of being loved too nuich for my repofe/ 
Before he departed from Verona, he wrote the 
following letter to Boccace : 

* You know, my dear friend, and every one 
knows, that, all things confidered, if I was my 
own mafter, I fliould fix my refidence at Vau- 
clufe, and pafs the reft of my days in that ob* 
fcure retreat. Thougli deprived of that agree- 
able fuperfluity with which cities abound, it 
contains liberty, leifare, repofe, and folitude; 
four things necetfary to my happinefs. It ha% 
however, two great faults: it is too fa? from 
Italy, to which I am drawn by nature ; and too 
near that Weftern Babylon, which I deteft like 
Tartarus. But, to pafs over thefe objedions, 
there are things I cannot commit to paper 
\^hlcli will prevent my making a long (lay at 
Vauclufe, unlefs fomething unforefeen hap- 
pens. I cannot tell what: I only know there 
is nothing but may befall an animal frail and 
mortal as man is, fo infolent even in the depth 
of mifery. 

* My projeft then is to go and vjfit the Ror* 
man pontiff on the borders of the Rhone, 
■^vhom our anceftors went to adore on the 
banks of the Tiber, and whom our fucceflbriJ . 
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vrill perhaps feek on the borders of the Tagus* 
Time changes all things : all things follonr its 
paffing ilream. 

* But this is the affair of that holy fiiherman 
who, acquainted with the Rhine, the Rhone, 
and the Tagus, chofe the Tiber to affix there 
his vefTels and his nets. It is the affair of the 
pilot whofe fliip is agitated by the tempeft, and 
of thofe who direft its helm. We are only 
pafTengers, who run the fame hazards with 
them, without being refponfible for their errors. 
I will then feek him where I may, whom I 
cannot find where I would j and, after having 
taken a laft leave of fome friends who remain 
to me, I will fly, as Virgil fays, from barbarous 
lands, and an inhofpitable fliorc: I will go and 
fettle at my fountain, in the midft of my 
woods, books, and gardens, which have ex- 
pefted me above four years : I will pafs the re- 
mainder of the fummer in retirement. If I was 
to betake myfelf to my ancient wanderings, I 
iliould fear for my health from the exceflive 
heats, though accuftdmed to fuflfer much from 
my childhood. The next autumn I hope at 
leafl to return to Italy with my bopks, which 
will enrich my Italian library. Thefe are my 
intentions, and I thought it right to inform 
you of them. Prefent my homage to our 
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fenate. You know how^mucb I o\?c it. Saj a 
thoiitaad tbiog^ for me to thofe three deax and 
virtuous countrymen whofe image and coarcr- 
ration I carry every ^vhere with me/ 

Ib June, 1351, Petrarch went through Man- 
tua to Parma. He flayed here but a few daya^ 
£^ the friends he had here were dead. From, 
thence he went to Plaifance^ where, finding a 
conveyance to Avignon^ he wrote to Socrates^ 
to acquaint him with hb approach, and defire 
bim to be at Yauclufe to meet him. At mount 
Generre, eme of the Alps, he wrote thefe lines 
to John de Arezza. ^ Padua has taken from 
me the man who was all my joy and con- 
iblation ; I have nothing to inform you of that 
can make you laugh, i feek with ardor foe 
ibmetbing that may pitxiuce that effe£i oa 
me. It fhould feem that antiquity was more 
grave and ferious^ our age more gay and comia 
Great affairs render men ferious; it is only 
trifles that amufeand make them laugh. I am 
perfuaded that Caffius would have laughed 
often if he had lived among u&: and Democri- 
tus would have died with laughter, could he 
have compared his own age with ours. We 
£ee nothing now but mad old men, doting old 
women, and young ones either foolifh or extra* 
vagant We fhould have had a fine tete a-tetc 
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pf laughing at them all. My letter, for lt9 
narrow icrawliog figure, perfefily refembles tlie 
fimit paffagG of the Alps fuom whence I write 
it I flatter myfelf that you will foon foUov 
me. I would rather have had you for the com- 
panion of my jouroey, as I have often had be- 
fore ; but no pleafure is durable. I fiiall expe3^ 
you at tl^ fountaiu c^ Vauclufe, a place always 
agreeable and cbarmingj but in fuoimer it ia 
the Elyfian fields. We will breathe a little 
there, before we proceed to Babylon, that gulph 
of Tartarus,* — From the top of niiouat Genevre, 
June. 

Petrarch arrived at VaucUife the 37th of 
June: his firfl cave was to notify his arrival to 
Fhilip de Cabaflbie^ bifhop of Cavaillon. He 
wrote to bini thefe lines: 
. * Vauclufe is ever to nic the inoft agreeable 
fituatiou in the world,, and which beft fuits my 
Itttdies. I went there when a child: I re- 
tutva^d again when a youth ; and in man^ 
hood I pafled in that retreat fome of the 
choiceft years of my Ufe. I would, if poflxble, 
live here in old age, and die in your dominions. 
I am fo impatient to fee you after fo long an 
^bfence, that, when I have wiped off the duft of 
ray journey, and bathed myfelf in the water of 
the Sorgia, I will come imnaediately to Cavail- 
5 



80 THE LIFE OF BOOK 

Ion.* A ihort time after his arrival, Petrarch 
fays, in a letter to Boccace, * I promifed to re- 
turn in autumn, but how can we judge at a 
diftance? Time, place, and friendfliip, make us 
change our refolutions : the gladiator can only 
determine his fate in the amphitheatre. By 
what appears, I have bufinefs cut out for me 
during the fpace ot two years in this country : 
my friends muft therefore pardon me if I do 
not keep my word ; the ineonftancy of the 
human mind muft be my apology.* Having 
paffed a month at Vauclufe, to refrefli himfelf 
after his journey, Petrarch went to vifit the 
pope and the cardinals at Avignon. 

The court of Avignon was at this time in 
its greateft luftre. The vifcountefs of Turenne 
continued to have the fame afcendant as ever, 
difpofed of every thing, and lived in the great-* 
eft fplendor. Eleanor, Jier younger fifter, was 
juft married to William Roger, count of Beau- 
fort, nephew of the pope, to whom the vif- 
countefs had fold the vifcounty of Turenne oa 
this marriage. It was celebrated with a mag-* 
nificence which anfwered to the quality of the 
peifons, and the tafte of Clement: and the ar- 
rival of king John of France increafed its eclat. 
This prince had juft fucceedcd Philip de Valois, 
and immediately after his confecration he capie 
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tb Avignody to thank the pope for aa eflential 
fervice he had rendered him, and which is. a 
ineifidrabld event in the hiftory of France. 
Humbert, the dauphin of Viennois, whom Pe- 
trarch had reproached for his effeminacy, was 
a widower^ and had ,no children. His domi- 
nions Wet^ Very commodious for the king of 
France, and he had ceded them to hiiii in 
1343, and renewed the ceiTation to .Charles the 
dauphin : but, always reftlefs and unquiet, he 
wanted to break through this treaty, and fome- 
times he thought of marrying again. To put 
this entirely out of his power^ and bind him to 
his contrad;^ the pope, after having obliged him 
to take the habit of St. l>ominique^ conferred 
t)n hiQ» all the facred orders on Chrifimas-day^ 
1350;. the under deacon at the midnight mafs, 
the deacon at the mafs faid at break of day, and 
the priefthood at the third mafs. Eight days 
after^ he confecrated him bifhbp and patriarch 
of Alexandria. £y this raeana the daupHin 
was re-united to the crown ; and it was an ?Lr- 
ticle in the treaty, that the eldeft fon of the 
king^ and the prefumptive heir of his crown^ 
ihould from that time have the title of the 
Dauphin. • 

King John refided at VilleneUve, which is 
t^nly . feparated from Avigaou by the Ebpne^ 

vox. II. o 
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Continual feafis were celebrated on this occa- 
fion ; and, by his orders, a grand tournanjent, 
at which, fays an ancient hiiloriau of Tholpuf^^ 
all the Roman court were prefent 

King John, to expreis his gratitude to C]e«* 
ment for tliis important fervice, granjted tQ 
William de Beaufort, aad his pofierity, the firfi 
privileges and appeals in the vifcoontry of Tii^ 
renne; and fiood godfather, to Joan/ his fifiei^ 
to whom he aifigned five hundred livres yearly; 
a very confiderable fum at tJbat time. At thi» 
time the pope made a promoticm of the twelvf 
new cardinals^ to fill the places of tkofe wh<^ 
died of the plague. Among thefe the two 
cardinals of the crown were, for France, GilU 
Kigaud, abbe of St. Dennis, to whom 9t Pa^rii^ 
the pope lent the liat 'by one of his nicphewi^ 
(afavpr at that time without example.) The 
ether, for Spain, was Gill« Alvari, archbiihop 
of Toledo, who. had great concern afterwards in 
t^ jaflairs of Italy. The pope was reproached 
for admitting many youBg men into the (acred 
college, becaufe related to him, who hv/ed moft 
diiToInte lives. PicFse Roger, the pope'3 ne^ 
phew, f<^ms to be particularly refei^ed to^ wha 
was only eighteen years of age when his uncle ^ 
gave him the hat. But it was univerikUy agreed 
he led a very.exfemplary life. He. became a& 

St 



terwards, tinder the name of Gregot'y XL one 
of the greateft popes that ever governed the 
church ; and he re-eftabli(hed the holy fee at 
!kome. There were two of thefe cardinals who 
eclipfed all the reft by their bath, their alliances 
:With the greatefi princes of Europe, their credit, 
their magnificence, the fplendor of their court, 
iand the faperiority of their knowledge. Thefe 
were Qui de Boulogne and £lie de Taitlerand. 
Thp former we are acquainted with ; the latter 
Avas oi the illuftrious houfe of Pengord t he 
Jiad principally applied to the ftudy of the law, 
\sm4 was efteemed very flcUful in it. Petrarch 
iays of him, that he was one of the brighteft 
dttminaries of the church. He wias only thirty 
ycafs of age when he was made cardinal. He 
had great influence in the eleftion of Clement, 
.a9)d no perfon had more credit or authority in 
thyc fftcred college. * It is more honourable,* 
f^iyjs Petrarch, fpeaking of him again, ^ to make 
popes^ than to be a pope one's felf. * He was 
reckoned infolent and proud; and fome have 
accufed him of cruel atid bloody a6iions» 

Petrarch was more attached to the two car- 

, Rivals I have mentioned than any others; and 

WXQte a letter to the bifliop of Cavaillon^ to 

thank him for his recommendation to them. 

In it he fays, * They a,re the two ftrongeft 
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rowers of the apoftolic bark.' Three great 
affairs at this time occupied the court of 
Rome: the enterprife of the lords of Milan, 
'Urhich they nreatit to firpprefs; the war be- 
tween the kings of Naples and Hungary, 
which they clefired to end ; and the troubles 
of Rome, which it wa& neeefFary to appeafe. 
After the fall of Rrenzi, the pope had again 
eftabliffied the ancient form of governmeirt 
under fenators and a legate. When the latter 
quitted Rome, the fame diforders and violence* 
•arofe as before, which encouraged the remain- 
ing partizans of Rienzi. In this fituation of 
affairs, the pope named four cardinals to deli- 
berate on the means of reforming this city, and 
making choice of that government tliat Aould 
beft eff^e6l it. The cardinal de Boulogne de- 
fired Petrarch to give bis fentiments of thia vatr 
portant aiFair. After fpeaking in the higheft 
terms of the facred refpeft due to the city, of 
Rome, as- the centre of the faith, and the feat 
of enrpire, lie writes as follows : 

^ What has been the foundation of all ib 
quarrels and miferies? I wifli to Heaven it 
may not be found, ancient pride, joined to 
modern tyranny. An effeminate, prefuming, 
and difdainful nobility, undertakes to abufe an 
humbled ^nd unfortunate people. They would 
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bind Romans to their car, and lead them in 
triumph, as if they were Carthaginians or Cam- 
Wians. Did any one ever hear of a triumph 
over citizens ? Is there any law to authorife 
fuch an attempt ? 

* That I may not be fufpefled of fpeaking 
from any fecret animofity, I ought to fay, that, 
of the two families who have been thought to 
give rife to this charge, I never hated the one ; 
tlie other I have loved, refpefted, and ferved 
with afFe6lion. The family of no prrnce is 
£6 dear to me. But Rome, Italy, the liberties 
of good men, are dearer flill; and, to fpeak the 
truth, is what I owe to the living as well as 
to the dead« Beliold this great city, deiJined 
by God to be the head of the churchy and of 
the world, behold it torn in pieces: not, as for- 
merly, by its own hands, bnt by ftrangers from 
the Rhine, wlu>fe tyranny has reduced it to 
the moft deplorable ftate. How- are we fallen ! 
Great God ! caft on as, though we deferve it 
not, an eye of pity and of mercy ! AJas ! who 
would have thought that it ihould be our mi* 
fery to have it debated before the vicar of Jc- 
fus Chrift, and before the fucceflbrs of his apof- 
tles, . whether Roman citizens were to be ad 
mitted into the fenate, when ftrangers, when 
»ew Tarquins, difplay their pride in the Capi- 

g3 
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tol ? This, however, is the cjueftion which em-* 
j)loys the four pillars of the church. 

' If I am aflced, I hefitate not to f^y, that 
the Roman fenate .ought to he formed of none 
but Roman citizens : and that not only {Iran- 
gers, but even the Lati ns, ought to be excluded* 
Manlius Torquatus fhould decide this quefiion. 
When the Latins demanded a conful and fe^ 
nators of their nation, this great man, full of 
indignation, fwore that he would never come 
into the fenate without a poignard, \^hich he 
would plunge into the breaft of the firft Latin 
Svho ihauld dare to appear there. To what 
was this refufal owing, but beqaufe they would 
not grant to power or fortune, what was only 
due to fervice and to merit? But for this, Ma-» 
cedouian3 and Carthaginians formerly, and all 
the nations under the fun at prefent, might 
bretend to this privilege. But fome will fay,' 
We are Roman citizens. Ah ! that they woiild 
prove thcmfelves fo, by being the guardians, 
and not the oppreflbrs, of their fellow citizens; 
Put can they call thcmfelves fo who difdaia 
the very name of men, and aim at nothing 
but the pompous titles of lords and princes ? 
Will they build their claim upon their nOr 
bility or riches ? In what the frft coniifts i^ 
^ <]|ueftion ; for \f pot in virtpcj it is a falft 



IV, . PETRARCH. ' 87 

idea. As to the laft, they have drawn them 
from the church, their mother ; let them ufe 
them, therefore, with moderation, as a fleeting 
good ; but not to contemn the poor, or ruin 
that dear country from whofe liberality they 
hold them. But to govern well, is it neceflary 
to be rich ? Was Valerius Fublicola rich when 
he joined Brutus to expel the Tarquins ? Was 
he not buried at the expenfe of the public, 
nfter having vanquifhed the Tufcans and the 
Sabines ? Was Menenius Agrippa rich, when, 
by his eloquence, he re-united thofe fomented 
^irits who threatened the republic with a fa- 
tal fchifm ? or Quintus CincinnatuB, when he 
fitted his little field to head the army, and 
become conful of Rome? Curius and Fabricius^ 
were they rich when they fought Pyrrhus 
kind the Samnites? Regulus, when he van-^ 
quiihed the Carthaginians ? Appius Claudius^ 
when he governed the republic, though de- 
prived of fight ? I fliould never finiffa was I to 
Wing all the examples that Rome furnlflies ^ a 
glorious poverty. 

" * Virtue, (I fear not to fay it, ) virtue has not 
a greater enemy than wealth. It was that 
which bonquered Rome, after Rome had con- 
quered the world. Every foreign vice entered 

g4 
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into that dty by the fame door at which po- 
verty went out of it. Shall we fay that from 
pride, and not riches/ arifes the defire of do-« 
minion ? This alfo was the- pefl of ancient 
Rome : but it was then, and will now, I truft, 
be fupprefled by your decifions. In the firft 
ages of the republic, the people demanded ma-* 
giftrates to defend that liberty which they 
found was invaded by the great. The nobles 
oppofed this with all their might. To this waa 
owing their firft retreat to the faored mount 
The rights of the people prevailed over the 
pride of the nobles ; and, notwithftanding their 
oppofition, tribunes were created, the firft pub* 
lie rampart againft the violences of the fenate.. 
After this there was a new difpute; the nobility 
would not permit marriages between the pa« 
tricians and plebeians : thus breaking afundec 
the ftrongeft bond of union between one ano-^ 
ther, they divided the city into two parties; 
but the people obtained a law which ihoulcl 
render marriages free, without any limitation^ 
However, the former continued only to take 
from the Patrician families their firft magif- 
trates. . The people faw they were mocked i 
they therefore demanded, and obtained, the£^ 
ptfices : a frnall faft in itfelf, but \vhich Livy. 
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thought worthy of recital, as a proof of the 
pride of the nobles, and the glorious liberty of 
the people. 

* Cneius Flavins, thjB fon of a ferine, a maa 
of low extraction, but fli?irp.wit, and excellent 
fpeech, was made edile. The nobles, enraged 
at the elevation of fuch a man, laid dowi^ their 
ornaments of dignity. Flavins was not moved 
hy this: he oppofed the greateft firmnefs tp 
their pride. One day, when he went to fee his 
colleague, who was fick, the young patricians 
who were there would not deign to rife and fa- 
lute him. When he perceived this, he ordered 
jhis chair of ftate to be brought, fat dowq in it, 
and looking down on them from this elevated 
feat) he returned them difdain for difdain ; while 
they fat on their (lools, confumed with rage and 
jcaloufy. Thisjpftanqe, in my. efteem, proved 
Jiim worthy of being confuL 

^ Aft?r many and violent contefts, a patri^ 
cian and plebeian conful were feen feated toge- 
ther, and dividing th^ governmeqt of Rome, 
If thefe things are true, and to be found in our 
beft hiftorians, follow the happy exaipple of 
thofe illuftrious times, when Rome, rifipg out 
of nothing, as it were, was elevated alqaoft to 
)ieavein. . It is not to be doubted but that city 
ppntains a great number of citizens, fuperior 'm 

% 
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birth &nd merit to thofe flrangers who, on thd 
ilrefigth of name alone, defpife both heaven 
and earth. Were they virtuous, I would al- 
low them to be noble ; but Rome would never 
acknowledge them to be Romans: and were 
they both, they ought not to be preferred to 
bur ancefldrs, the founders of this empire. What 
do the poor people demand ? Only that they 
tnay not be treated in their own city as exil6S| 
^nd excluded the public adminiftrfttion as if 
they had the plague. Can any thing be more 
jutt? 

* On this occaiion it may be well to follow 
the counfel of Arifiotle, and imitate thofe who 
Undertake to ftraighten a crooked tree. Oblige 
thofe noble ftrangers not only to divide with the 
Romans the fenator(hip, and the other charges 
they have ufurped, but even to give them up^ 
till, the republic having taken a contrary bend^ 
things fliall infenfibly return back to their former 
equality. 

' ^ This is my advice; this is what I fupplicate 
you to do ; and what Rome, fmking under her 
calamities, begs of you Avith weeping eyes. If 
you do not endeavour to Te-eftablifli her liberty, 
ihe fummonfes you before the awful tribunal of 
the Sovereign Judge. Jefus Chrift, who is in 
the midft of you when affembled, commands 
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you. St. Peter and St. Paul, who have ihfpired 
the pope to name you above others, cleifire it of 
you immediately. Liften to their feci^t ^ti- 
tions^ and you will pay no regard to outward 
Iblicitations. Be only occupied with what Will 
benefit Hothe, Italy, the world, and yourfelVeSi 
Our fins have rendered lis little Worthy of youi^ 
prote^ion : but the feat df thfe apoftles deferrite 
to bie ilieltcred from the violence of tyrant^; 
the temples of the faints ought to be forced from 
thofe robbers who have invaded them; that 
holy land, fprinkled with the blood of ib ihiatiy 
inartyrs, merits furely to be faved from the blood 
of its citizens, which will be inevitably fpilled, 
if you do not take (bme methods to fupprefs 
the fury of thefe tyrants.* 

This letter of Petrarch*s ^vas addreifed to thfe 
four firfr cardinals. 

The decifion, in confequence of this fetter 
of Petrarch'is to the four commiflary cardinals, 
h not certain, as the pope foon after this ftll 
fick, It i^ probable this affair was not deter^ 
mined. Tlie people of Rome themfelves, wea^ 
ried out with the anarchy in which they lived, 
aflembled together, and ehefted John Cerroni, 
invelling him with an abfolute authority. He 
was a good citizen, wife and prudent, and re^ 
fpeifted for his probity. The nobles did hot 
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dare to oppofe this, and it was confirmed by the 
pope's vicar. 

The next afiair in debate at Avignon was 
the ent^rpfife of John Vifcomti, the brother 
and fiicceflbr of Luchiu. He was archbifliop, 
as well as governor, of Milan, and he ainied 
at being mafler of all Italy. The pope on this 
fent a nuncio to re-deman<i the city of Bolog- 
na, which he had purchafed; and to choofc 
whether he would potfefs the fpiritual or the 
temporal power; for both could not be united* 
The archbifhop, after hearing the meffage with 
refpeft, faid he would anfwer it the following 
Sunday at the cathedral. The day came; and, 
after celebrating mafs in his pontifical robes^ 
he advanced towards the legate, requiring him 
to repeat the orders of the pope on the choice 
of the fpiritual or the temporal : tlien taking 
tlie crofs in one hand, and drawing forth a 
naked fword with the other, he faid, * Behold 
my fpiritual and my temporal; and tell the holy 
father froip me, that, with the one I will defend 
the other.' 

The pope, not content with this anfwer, 
commenced a procefs againft him, and fum<- 
moned him to appear in perfon, on pain of 
excommunication. The archbifliop received 
the brief, and promifed to obey it Imme* 
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diately he fent to Avignon one of his fecreta-* 
ries, ordering him to retain for his ufe all the 
houfes and flables that he could hire at Avig* 
non, with provifions for the fabfiftence of 
twelve thoufand horfe, and fix thoufand foot 
The fecretary executed his commiflion fo well, 
that the ftrangers who canie to Avignon on 
bufinefs could find no place to lodge in. The 
pope being informed of this, afked the fecretary 
if the archbifliop required fo many houfes. The 
latter anfwered, he feared thofe would not be 
fufficient ; becaufe his mafter was coming with 
eighteen thoufand troops, befides a great num« 
ber of the inhabitants of Milan, who would ac- 
company him. The pope, terrified at this ac- 
count, paid immediately the expenfe the fecre^- 
tary had been at, and difmitfed him, with orders 
to tell the archbifliop that he difpenfed him 
from this journey. 

Tliere is another anecdote related of thfs 
prince; and they all ferve to fliew his artful 
character, and with what apparent modefty 
and fubmiffioii he covered his pride and refo- 
lution. The cardinal de Ceccano, going on 
his legatefliip to Rome, pafied by Milan. The 
archbifliop went out to meet him with fo nu- 
merous and fplendid a train; and fo many led 
horfes richly harnefled^ that, in furprife, he faid. 
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to bioif * Mr. A^chbiiliop^ why all this pomp?' 
^ It ijs»' rejilied he, affeAlng aa humble air, aii4 
a foft tone of voice, * to coavince tlie holy fa- 
ther that he has under him a little pried whd 
cau do foiiietbiDg.* 

Tiiere was an anonymous letter that ^as alib 
attributed to this prince) but it a|>pear3 mor0 
likely to have been written by Pe^arch, frona 
the ftyle of irony that runs through it One 
day, when the pope was in full confiftory, a 
cardinal, who is not named,, let this letter faH 
in fo cunning a manner, ,that it was brought to 
the pope, who ordered it to be read in the pre?" 
fence of all the court. The infcription was in 
thefe terms t 

* Leviathan, prince of darknds, to pope CIq- 
ment kis vicar, and to the cardin^ls^ his coun.^ 
felloes and good friends/ 

After an enumeration of very dreadful qrjlmesi 
which Leviathan afcribes to this corrupt court, 
and on which he makes them great compli* 
ments, exhorting them to continue in this 
noble courfc, that they may more and more 
merit his prote^on; he inveighs againfl the 
doflrine of the apoflles, and turns their plain 
and fbher life into the higheft ridicule. ' X 
know,' fay^ he, ' that, fo far from imitatiqg, 
you have their piety and humility in horror and 
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derilion. I have no reproach to make you on 
this account, but that your words do not air- 
ways corrdpond with your a&ions. Correal 
this fault, if you wifli to be advanced in my 
kingdom.' He concludes thus: 'Pride, your 
fuperb mother, falutes you; with yoqr lifters^ 
Avarice, Lewdneis, and the reft of your family ; 
who make every day new progrefs under your 
encouragement and protedion. Given from 
oiir centre of hell, in the prefence of all th^ 
devils.' The pope and the cardinals took little 
siotice of this letter, and continu<ed the famf 
fsourfe of life. 

The third affair at the court of Avignon^ 
was the peace between Hungary and Naples^ 
Petrarch was particularly interefted in this a& 
fair, from refpeA to king ^.obert, regard %^ 
queen Joan, and friendihip for the grand fenef- 
dial of that kingdom, who became his fecond 
Mecienas. His name was Nicholas Acciajoli; 
his family was originally of Brixia, and ob« 
tained its name from a commerce in nets. It 
afterwards divided into feveral branches, which 
fpread abroad to Sicily, England, Hungary, 
and even to Conftantinople. One of thef^f 
branches was eftabliflied at Florence, and liiel^ 
a diftinguiihed rank there, without abandoning 
the commerce it was engaged in* Vxom %hi» 
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brailcli defcended Nicholas Acciajoli. At eigh- 
teen he married Margarita Spini, of a rich and 
illuftrious family ; and thrfee years after his 

* 

father fent him td Naples, where he had efta* 
bliilied a branch of his commerce, which fuc" 
cceded fo Well, that he was able, whenever ht 
wanted them^ to lend large fums of money to 
Icing Rdbert His fon Nicholas had not his 
lafte for cdmmerce; he was^very handfome, had 
a fine figure^ and ^n amiable difpofition; but 
his mJnd was filled with ambition, and hia head 
lurned on chivalry. He happened to pleafie 
Catherine de Valois, the widow of Philip^ 
' pritlce of Tafedtum, whom they called thd 
emprefs of Conftantinople; a woman of gal* 
lahtry, according to Villani, and of very indif- 
ffer^ht deputation. She \Vas one of thofe whd 
contributed to the death of prince Andrenv^ 
The handfome Florentine gained fo-^mtich fa- 
vor with this prineefs, that ihe confided to 
"him the care of her affairs, the education of 
her children, and the government of her iiate^ 
Villani fays, flie made him a rich and powerful 
chevalier. Lewis de Tarentum, fbn of Cathc'^ 
tine, having been fent on an expedition into 
Calabria, at the head of five hundred liorfe, 
king Robert gave him Nicholas for governor, 
with orders to do nothing without confulting 
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him. The young Florentine executed this* 
commiffion in a manner that did him great ho** 
nour, and gained him' the good graces of his 
pupil, who Became extremely attached to* him* 

After the death of King Andrew, he contri*^ 
bttted to 'th6 marriage of Prince Lewis with' 
queen Joan, who was too fond of her to aft' 
with the '^refolutioil iieceflaiyto accoTii()iiffa it 
himfelf. On the arrival of the King of Huii^' 
gaty, having been' prevented following the' 
queen his wife, he threw himfelf, with Nicho*' 
las Accia3oli, into a fmall fiihtr-boat, in which; 
with great peril coafting the fliore, they got to 
Eitole, and from thence to Sienna. * Nicholas 
fct' out with the prince forPlorence; where his 
brother was bifhop; but when they entered the • 
confines of the republic, the officers of the go^ 
vemtoent flopped thetn, fearing to offend ttie * 
king of Hungary, and they retired to dn tftate* 
which belonged to the houfe of Acciajoli, 
Nicholas 'got together all the money he'fcould, 
md they embarked in two Genoefe gallies,' 
with the bifhop of Florence, for Alques Mortes, 
i«4iere they landed, and proceeded to VjlleJ^ 
neuve, a town only fep^r^ted from Avij^non by * 
the Rhone, Nicholas and the bjfhop ^en^ 
immediately to the pope, to inform him of the' 
pi4frce'5 arrival, and to concert with hjm th0' 

VOL. jj. n 
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speaks o£ delivering th^ queen from, the cafile 
oj^Ais^ Inhere the people kept her as a prifoner. 
^^ tqji^Sl of the pppc» ajtid the d^ke of Berri^ 
wl^p happf^ned to be at Avignon, and who af-^ 
fuisd the people of PriQvenqe ihe had no defign 
a^nft them, iifhich was their pretence for 
detaining her, i^ QJbtained her lif^ert^jr, and 
vfi^ rQceived a^. jl^yjtgQon with the uffi^ kpr 
x^purg. pj^id to qipwned l^eads. She made he^i; 
entry there Hi^^er. a canopy of i]tate, furrpunded 
icith c^ig^^en card^pajsi apd fever^l prelates^ 
wtf9,w(^it out to tpeet I^er* The pope req^ived 
l\er in fyM confiOory^ accqrdii)g to the g^ne^, 
ci(i2om of reccjiyJQg pripcea: and the prince pfi 
ij^tentxip, thfpugh tl^ci interefls of thp Appia?* 
jqUs, vm. letter treated thax^ he hoped for, 
Tbie pope gr^i^t£() him the neceflkfy, difpepiar . 
ti^ns £qr. his marriage, to^ched probably wj^h^ 
the A^s^tioU; of the queen,: who wa^ big with ^ 
child, 

DMriqgf thefe things the king of Ifungjarjj 
had been, dfjven, from Naples by the plagu^;^ 
and.th^ N.eapolitans, who lov^d their fqvjereigpi^^ 
and deteiled the Hungarians, invited her. tci; 
return wit|\ her, hufband. Nicholas 4f^ciajoU; 
was fent thither to examine liow things were; 
iituatedj^ and prepare every thing n^ceA^yfp? 
their reception. When he came there, hjP enr 
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g^d^ iA ihe^ qneen'd fervkse that fambim dkikti 
Wamier vfbo had ferved^ the king^of Hungary 
at the h^d of twelve hutidred men; and \^ 
mit firtisfied' with bis^ former mafteri Finding 
©vieiy thing wen dii\iofed to the queeni' he* 
piffled her tb~ fet outf immediately for Naplis. 
Bub mbb^ was wanting fi>r th!» pnrpofe; ^nd^ 
this- detefifained her tdfelltlie city of Avfgittnr 
Uy the p[op6 for fbur fdore thoniktld florinti 
Thirf fnm nothfeing:fiifficiettt, flie^ pawned her 
jeweb; f^ndj havings colleSled alittlfearoiy id' 
bafie^ (he embarked' at Marf^iller witb her 
Ifiiiband, 9rid' arrived ^V Napier id Augd^- 
wheit ihe was refceSVed with tmnfport Bh^ 
leaded^ all thofe with behests' who hnAgivetV 
Her proofi of «al and Mtikyi Kicbolaif' A<>* 
c^jolt had ttie* diSce of grand fetiefebal, atid' 
tlie'tdrntniftratton' of pablic affairs;' us a rcv4td' 
Ibr his grdgtt fe^ccJi. There were, bonrever, 
lMitiy< troops in garrifon in'feteiral of tbepirit^« 
6ipEsi tmvns^ aird war wa9 carried' on betwcftii 
tliefe*amf the Neapolitktisy till the Icitig c/t 
Htiiig^ry, returning tcNaptes in 1 350| h^mm$ 
agtiin conqnerbr; and'J<]iaB and ber hnft^n4 
were^obH^d to take refuge at Gay^te, ^ititfl^ 
Ibr the negoiiatiemi of' the pOpc( to prooUtA 
petBbee. At firft, as'» wer Ijave^ fcen, the king of 
iibngBtj' would' uot bear of it? l/^t at ^DiJ 

» % 
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whether he was weary of M^ar at fuch a diC- 
tance from his kingdom^ and which had coft 
him fo much, or whether his refentment was 
abated with time, or out of Gomplaifance for. 
the pppe, whom he regarded, he confented to 
a truce, on condition that if, after a procels^ : 
the queen was found guilty, ilie fliould be de-^ 
priyed of her kingdom : if innocent, he promis- 
ed to ^edore all the places he pofTefled belong* » 
ing. to her, on the payment of three hundred 
thpufand florins for the expence of the war. 

The procefs of Jpan was not eafy to deter- 
miQe. Tber^ were many depofitions againll 
her,, but no witnefles. At lafl; an expedient 
was found tp flnifh it. . Joan proved, by the 
deppfitipn of feveral perfons, that they had 
given, her a charm, which had infpired her with- 
fuch. ai]i extreme averfion for her hufl^and, that • 
the. perfons attached to her thought it would 
be fervipg her to put him to death ; and that 

* 

i]^e had been thus influenced towards it witho^V 
being culpable. On this depofition the judges^ 
declared her innocent of the witchcraft and 
its confequepces. The king of Hungary, quitfs 
tired out, agreed to a deciflon worthy of the 
age in which it was invented. The peace was- 
(igned at Avignon this year, 1352^ by the am«: 
balTadors of the two powers^ and ratified by the 
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pope. He acknowledged Lewis de Tarentum 
king of Naples,' and gave orders for his coro^ 
nation, but that he fliould claim no right to 
the crown. This gave the greateft joy to Ni- 
cholas Acciajoli, who might be faid to have 
put the crown of Naples on the head of his 
pupil; by. firft accompliihing' this marriage^ 
then fuppoTting him by his valour and Ikilfut 
fhanagement; and proteditig and befriending 
iiim in his greateft adverfities. The union of 
Petrarch with the grand fenefchal feems to havft 
been formed by Boccace, Zanobie, and the 
prior of the Holy Apoftles, friends to both. 

Petrarch wrote a letter to him oh this event 
as follows: 

■• * Illuftrious man ! At laft victory is yours ! 
Thanks to your zeal, your prince Ihall be en- 
throned, notwithftanding the efforts of envy. 
The luftre of his crown, and the ferenity of 
his countenance, are going to diffipate the 
clouds with which Italy is covered. After 
fo many labours and perils, do not think you 
may repofe. What remains for you to do, is 
far more difficult and more important than what 
you have done. You muft colleft all the ftrength 
of mind you are Icnown to poffefs, to govern 
that kingdom with juftice which you haveac- 
t^nired with glory. You have ftrqggled with 
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fi^BfffXk^ in ^^rfitj, jwd hwt hti^ti ViAor : yoif 
I9uft npix^ combiit her iu proTperkjir. She is di« 
H^e e^emy; het apfiraraiice i$ only changed { 
900 fli^ is oMorto difficult to fubdue under the 
iqtm 9f ati tfncfaatitreft than any other. Ste iiai 
^BOpiq^eic^ mighty heroea ! Hanniba], whoovei^ 
came at Cam^a^ was c nfla^ired by Pleafui^ a| 

V f Your prince is yoUog : but his underfiand^ 
fng is ripe, and he promifiss great things. Aft 
ter having weatheted a. thoufand tempefls by 
UHi and by laud, and conduded him over rocks 
Itnd pret:ipi<ces to the utmoft point of greatnefi| 
tl^eh him to preferve the dignity he has ac« 
quired, and prove that the fceptre, hereditary 
xn his family, was due to his virtue more than 
his birth« . It is. vnoie honourable to be raifed 
tban.born to 4 throne; hazard bellows theone, 
lnut merit, obtains the othcr^ Teach him to 
ief re his God, to love his country, and to ren^ 
der e^aQ juftice^ without which, no kingdom 
ipan endure. Let him accuflom himfelf to de* 
fye nothing but honour, and to fi^ar nothing 
but ihame. Let him know, that the higher ho 
^ elevated, the lefs he can be concealed ; tha!^ 
i(he more power he has, tlie lefs he ought to 
allow bimielf ; and that a king ihould be dii% 
tiuguiifaed ^y his manners more than by h^ 
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robts. Keep hikh at a dittaibcfe nk f^itid 
Ithe e^it^ini^ eidiin- t>f prai(%iUt^ dir avaricfi; 
viitoe ifei bet^r^n tiieni b(»h. l^«viM:&6le&^ 
ihfe Abatd be fptit'mg dlT fa!s t»^(i, ati^ profuie 
of his pHmtd taan^y, 'l^t It inky drcula^ ia 
his kingidoni, and nbt lie tmsidb ta his bea- 
fii^. Thd mafteir of a rich kfhtt cad li^^ 
be poor. Let him never forget the fptcbh HE 
that Roman, *< I ^rill ikot hav« att^ gofei ; bui 
I tove to reigo oveir thofli tirho have." Le^ 
him not think himfelf lAplpf, or a truib kihg^ 
till he has relieved his kihi^m floitt ib calai- 
mities, r^abred its tuita% e:ttbgiiiflied t^inabny, 
and re-eftabli&ed peace and i^^ob. ^UA 
(ays, that a kingdom ought tb be iJlii^ p'rdT^^ 
to the blind of its mafter. Thii fureA gtiard 
of kings is not armi6S and treafur^s, but fiends ; 
and thfey are only acttaired by tkineficeace and 
jnftiee. '* 1?« &Uft deliberate before tfire chool^ 
them,*' ikys ^<iiieca: " but when otHA chi^, 
fUc6 in thert aa entire confidence.*^ 

* It is important, butaoteafy, to di^ihguiHl^ 
a.iriie liiend ^ma an agreeable fehemy : jnft 
^raifts are ^H Co virtue, btit flatteries ai«a 
fubtle poifon. W« ihoutd hot httik li|^iiy 
with a friend, ctoT of a fuddeh. Ac^lardiog to 
the old proverl^ We miift unrip, iidt teaf 
AWay. It is aa ertor to fu|>;^ofir yrt fhUXt M 

u4 
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)oved by.thofe to whom .we are not attached^ 
and an injuftice to exad; from them more than 
we can give. Nothing is freer than the heart; 
}t will bear no yoke ; it knows no mailer, hut 
Xov.e. Never fuffer your king to open his foul 
to fuipicioo, OF lend his ear to informers : but 
let him defpife flanderers, and confound them 
hy the virtue of his conduft ! . Auguftus wrote 
)thus to Tiberius : '* Let us permit men to 
jfpeak evil of jus ; is it not futficient that they 
cannot dp it? Does the power of God him*- 
felf ihelter him from the * blafphemies of the 
impious.?" Let him permit others to feekto 
divine his fecrets; but never let him feek to di* 
yine the fecrets of others. Let him really be 
what be would appear; then will he have no 
mtereft to hide ; and will no more fear the ob- 
fervations of his enemy than the regards of his 
friend. Scipio brought into his camp with the 
fgime confidence)' this fpies.of the Romans and 
Carthaginians. Julius Csefar fept back Domi* 
tiu5, after taking him prifoner;. defpifed Labie* 
iius, the deferter, though acquainted with hi$ 
fecrets ; and often burnt the difpatcbes of the 
iBnemies. without reading them. 

* The title of fereniffime is given to kingSi 
Jo teach them that their rank places theni^ 
« above (he . Jfeat of the paflions^ and that th^Y 



tV. PETRARCH* .105 

. ought to be inacceflible to all the tempefb they 
riaiife. Nothing is more dangerous than a king 
who deceives; nothing more ridiculous for him« 
felf^ or more fatal to his fubje^ls. On his word 
IS eftablifhed their hope and tranquillity. Why 
ihould he be falfe, whofe intereft it is that all 
under him fh.ould be true ? Nor let him be un* 
grateful ; for ingratitude deftroys the very liuews 
of a ftate. He ought to refufe himfelf to no 
one. Teach him that he is not born for himfelf; 
but for the republic ; and that he is in his pros- 
per employment when occupied with the affairs 
of his fubjeds. He muft work for their happi- 
pefs, and watch for their prefervatiou. There 
jis nothing more glorious ; but nothing is more 
toilfome. It is a delightful and honourable 
fervitude. Prompt to recompenfe, flow to 
punifh, a good king ought to treat criminals as 
a good furgeon treats his patients, with all the 
care and tendernefs polfible, ihedding tears 
for the pain he is obliged to give. A king muft 
not punifh a guilty fubje£t as he would a proud 
jcnemy j but ever have this maxim engraved on 
his heart, " Clemency and virtue affimilate to 
God." 

* In fine, a king ought to ferve as the model 
of his fubjefts. By his charaSer they ou<yht 
fp regulate their own. IJe is refponfibl^ for 
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all the crhnes tliey commit after liis 6&atnpTe. 
Ltt your prince be irrefproacbable in his tfi'ajb^ 
bers« Teach him to defpilb luxury^ and tram? 
pie volnptuoufneis under hid feet Let hiia 
Aifier nodebauchety in hlsklDgdom, and, abovd 
all, in his armies. Horibs, books, and arms, 
thdc ought to be his amufements; war, peace, 
and juftice, his occupation.^. Let him read the 
lives of illuftrious men, that he may, form him* 
ieif after them. He Hiould consider them as his 
models and guides in the path to glory. Their 
great a6lions will warm his foul, and fpur him 
on to the like. O, how glorious is that am- 
bition that fprings from virtue ! You may 
prefent to your prince a pattern of every virtue 
without going far. If love does not blind me, 
I know no one more perfe£l than that of his 
uncle, the divine king Robert; whofe death 
has proved, by the calamities that liave fol* 
lowed it, how neceflary his life was to his people. 
He was great, wife, kind, and magnanimous \ 
In a word, he was the king of kings ! His ne*^ 
phew can do nothing better than tread in hi^ 
(leps. 

* You feel, my lord, the burden with which 
you are charged ; but a great man finds no* 
thing hard or weighty when he is fure he is be- 
loved* At the head of your pupil's couufels^ 
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the confidant of all ins fecrets, ycm are as <leaf 
to fatm w CiiifHm was to Achilles, us Achates 
$o Mnesa, mud as Leli^ to Scipio. C^mpit^t 
what yott liave beg^* Ijo/vc acconpli&es all 
||iiDg)5; be who partakes the honour ihoul4 
{larticipate in the labour. Adienl Yo«i are the 
gloiy of our countiy, and of jour own. I hai^ 
fiud a grea4 deal ; bi^ I have left much more 
iiniaid.' 

Betraidi made ufe of the fame courier to 
i^nfwer a letter of Barbatus de Sulmone, who 
lamented he had not found him at Rome when 
be went to gain the jubilee^ and begged he 
would fend him his Africa. ^ You fpeak of 
our not meeting at Rome as a misfortune; I 
bold it to have been providentiaL {f we had 
tnet in that great city, we ihould have been 
more occupied with the arts and the fcieiH^es 
than with our fouls; and iliould have fought 
to ornament our underilandings rather than 
to purify our hearts. The fciences are mod 
agreeable food for the mind : but what a void 
do they leave in the heart, if they are not di* 
ie£led to their true and perfed end! As to 
my Africa, if it ever fees the day, it Aall viiit 
you ; but it has languiihed of late through the 
t^egligence of its mafler, and the ebftacles o( 
fi^tone. 

1 
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^ I am now freed from many embarraflments> 
and my mind approaches rather nearer that 
point to which it ought ta arcive. I hope^ 
however, to be always making fome little pro^ 
grefSy and to be learning fomething.every day, 
till death clofes my eyes: at leaft, asfaid a. wife 
old man, I will ilrive fo to do : and what giveif 
me hopes I ihall fucceed^ is, the paflions that 
troubled my foul have almoft ceafed to tor- 
ment me ; and I flatter myfelf in a little time 
to be wholly exempted from their, power. Adieu, 
my dear Barbatus. If we ihould not be able 
to meet in this world, we ihall fee one another 
again in the heavenly Jerufalem!' Avignon, 
1352. 

The pope's iickneis detained Petrarch a long 
time at Avignon, and i;etarded the decifion of 
the greateft affairs: it began about autumii. 
A malignant humour broke out in his face; it 
fwelled prodigiouily, and he was judged to be 
in great danger. In the month of December 
his condition terribly alarmed thofe who were 
interefled in him. He was a little better in 
January, and they profited by this gleam of 
health to afiemble the confiftories for neceflary 
bufinefs; in one of which the affair of Naples 
was decided : but this was only a falfe hope ; 
and we fee, by a letter of Petrarch to the bifliop: 
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of Cavaillon, that he relapfed foon after. This' 
prelate went and paffed five days at Vauclufe, 
without acquainting Petrarch, who complains 
of it in a letter, ais follows: 

'And could yoii piafe five days without me 

in my Tranlalpine Helicon ? I was fo near to' 

you, that, had you wanted any tiling eafy to 

procure, I ihould have heard if you had called- 

me. Why did you envy me this fweet confo-' 

kition?. I ihould complain bitterly, if you had 

not compeufated your negligence to me by your: 

ipdulgence to . my works, with which I find: 

you have pafled the days and the nights. It is. 

not conceivable that, in the midft.of fo many; 

poets, hiftoriatis, philofophers, and faints, you 

fliould give the preference to my trifles. I owe 

llhis to your tender • blindnefs for me. My; 

houfekeepcr tells me you had a mind to carry: 

away fome of my books, and did not dare to: 

do it without my con fen t. Ought I not from 

this to fear fome coolnefs on your part? Ufe 

your pleafure, my dear father ! Do not you 

know that all I have is yours? 

^ f I carried your letter to cardinal Taillerand,; 
our mafter. He thanks you; and orders ma 
to tell you, he has long. determined never to 
importune the pope for a^y advantage to him<», 
felf. He is inacceflible to all inordinate de** 
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fires : it is rather to tlie ticrn of his mi nd^ tfiaa 
the greatlaefs of his fxHtune, he owes this man« 
neff of thinking. You^ ktaow the public iiews4 
The king of Sicily has at laft obtained t3ii9> 
crown he hasfighed for fo long. Gt>d grant 
liiEt his peace- ^th the king of Hungary mayr 
lie lading. Our pope came back from death^9 
door^ andr is returned thither again. He would 
have been well long ago, if he had not about^ 
film a gang, of phyficiani^ whom I look on aii 
the plagues of the rich. Cardinal d*Oftie is this 
moment expiring. Me has lived long enoUj^^; 
according to nature; but his death is Zf lofs to 
the republic/ 

In the beginning of Mafoh the po{ie fedt or 
young man on^fome bufineis to Petttirch* After 
inquiring about the pope^ diforder; he charged 
tiie young man: e^qMreftly to defire the pontiff 
firom him, to take care of the phyiicians, and 
iccolled the- epitiph of that emperoTi 

« I was killed by tke maltkudi^ Of phyiictMHu' 

Theyorcmg man, who was extreniely ignOrant» 
rented wbat had'been told him in a very dartif 
and confuffed manner. The pope, who highly 
cfteemed theftntlments* of' Petrarch, fctit the 
young man back to bim^ with wi order to wriW 
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dpwn wh^t V36 told him. In obedience to 
this order; Petr^cch MTote the following letter: 
^I^oly father! I ihudder at tlie account of 
your fever !. Compare me not^ however, to thofe 
fiatt^er^. \v^om tl^e fatirid. defcribes, who arc 
4l^wn.ed, in t^ars ifi they fee a friend, cry, or 
\vlio.fw^^ when he fays I am hot. I rather 
Ttf^mblp t}ie man of whom Cicero^fpeaks, who 
trembled; for thC: welfare of Rome becaufo l\h 
own, was.qppcerned* My health depends upon 
yours, I wiH trouble you with few words ; con- 
fciou^ who.it is thiit addrelfes. the divine ears« 
of hh holy fiither> and of the ftatc he is in* at 
])refept 

^ ^ Ir trc^inblo to feey^ur bed. alwAysfu mounds. 
€4 with phyfioiai^s, who are nev-er agreed, ber- 
caa^ it would;bq'a,reproach,for the fecond to. 
d)iQk,2^the firi^ apd. only repeat what he had 
faid; hpf^^ *^ It 19' not to; be doubted," as, 
l^Uny fiiiy#, " that, defiring to^raife a name by 
tl^eff difcpverie^, they make expeiiments upon, 
u% and.tlWiSr^it^^ away our lives." W.ejee in, 
tf^js, profeflJoQ what we fee in no other. We: 
Cfmft4e ajt . QQp^ ip . tbofi? who call themfelves» 
pby^ans, tUp^gh, there is aothiug fo dan- 
g|$fl^ asn s^.mil^a^i^ in this matter: but a flat^ 
teiJQgih^pe hidf^.th^ danger; and there is no* 
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law for the punifliment of extreme ignorance, na 
example of revenge. Phyficians learn their trade 
at our expenfe: by the means of killing they 
become perfefl; in the art of curing; and they ' 
alone are permitted to murder with impunity. 

* Holy father! confider as your enemies 
the crowd of phyficians that befet you. It is 
in our age we behold verified the predidlion of 
old Cato, who announced, that corruption 
would be general when the Greeks fhould 
have tranfmitted ^the fciences, and, above all, 
the art of phyfic. Whole nations have done 
without this art, and were, perhaps, much bet- 
ter, and lived longer than we do. The Roman 
republic, according to Pliny, was without phy- 
ficians for fix hundred years, and was never in' 
a more fiouri(hing flate. But fince it is now 
decided that we are neither to live nor die* 
without them, at leafi; make a choice from the 
multitude, and feleft not the man who can 
difplay the mofl; eloquence or knowledge, but' 
who has the mofl; attachment towards you,' 
Forgetting their profeflion, they iflue from ' 
their retreats to make irruptions into the forefts • 
of poets, and the fields of orators. Moreoc*' 
cupied with fliining than with curing, they^ 
brawl round a fick bed, making a jumble of 
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the thoughts of Cicero, and the aphorifms of 
Hippocrates. Theficknefsincreafes; no matter, 
if they fucceed in fine fayings, and can gain a 
chara6ler for eloquen ce. To avoid the reproaches 
your phy(icians might caft on me, I have utter- 
ed nothing which is not drawn from Pliny, who 
has faid more of this profeffion than of any other; 
and who alfo writes thus: '* A phyfician that 
has the gift of a fluent fpeech, becomes the arbi-* 
ter of our life or death." 

* The intereft that I take, holy father, in 
your prefervation, carries me further than I in- 
tended. I will add but one word more: look 
upon that phyfician as an aflaffin who has more 
prate than experience, more noife than wifdom. 
Say to him with the old man in Plant us, " Go 
slbout your bulinefs : you was fent for to cure, 
and not to harangue.*' Add to this, a good 
diet, and, above all, a cheerful mind, which is 
never difcouraged. By thefe means, reftoring 
yourfelf to health, you will preferve the welfare 
of your Xervants, and of the church, which, 
while you are fick, muft languifli and decay.* 

Petrarch palTed the month of April at Vau» 
clufe. Every thing, particularly the lixth of 
that month, recalled to him the remembrance 
of Laura. 

^ Whtn I am feated on my green enamelled 

V0I-. II. I 
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banks, when I hear the warbling of the birds, 
the ruilling of the leaves, agitated by the zephyr, 
or the murmurs of my clear ftream, I think I 
fee, I hear her, whom earth conceals, and whom, 
Heaven will bring to light. From afar Ihe an- 
fwers to my fighs, and afks me, with kindnefs, 
why I fhed fo many tears ! ** Ought you to com- 
plain?" fays fhe. " My de^th has rendered me 
immortal; and my eyes, that appeared clofed^ 
are opened to everlafting light!" 

^ Tliere is no place fo favourable to the (late 
of my heart, or where I enjoy greater liberty. 
In thefe delightful vallies there are a thoufaud. 
hidden retreats formed for tender fighs : Love 
has not in Cytherus, Gnidus, or Paphos, fuch 
delightful afylums as thefe. All the obje£U 
around talk to me of love ! All invite me to love, 
for ever ! 

^ How often, trembling and alone, do I feek 
Laura in thefe Shades! Bleft foul! who dpfl 
enlighten my dark and gloomy nights; what 
tranfports do I feel when you thus cheer me by; 
your prefence ! 

^ Oh, Death ! in one fad moment you barft 
afunder the bond that united the moil virtuous 
foul with the mpft perfeft form !^ In one (ad. 
moment you deprived me of my all ! I am 
weary of every thing around me. But Laura. ' 
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pities ; Ihe fometimes comes to my relief. Ah ! 
could I paint her heavenly attra6lions, could I 
enprefs the charms of her immortal mind, when 
ihe deigns to revifit earth, and confoles me with 
her divine converfe, I ihould move to compaf* 
fion the flinty heart ! 

^ Zephyrus returns; he brings with him tho 
mild feafon, the flowers, herbs, and grafs, his 
dear children. Progne warbles, Phibmela fighs, 
the heavens become ferene, and the vallies 
fmile. Love re- animates the air, the earth, and 
the fea: all creatures feel his fovereign power. 
But, alas ! this charming feafon can only re* 
new my iighs ! The melody of the birds, the 
fplehdour of the flowers, the charms of beauty, 
are in my eyes like the mod gloomy deferts ; for 
Laura is no more !' 

While Petrarch was leading this folitafy life 
at Vauclufe, the phyficians at Avignon, ex* 
trenfiely irritated with what he had faid of 
them in the pope's letter, inveighed furioufly 
againft him. One of them, born in the nTOUU'* 
tains, and now grown old and toothl'efs, think- 
ing it neceflary to revenge the caufe of the fa* 
culty, caballed againft him, and wrote a letter 
full of the moft atrocious inveftives, in which 
he threatened he would write Phillipics againft 
' Petrarch more pointed than thofe of Cicero 

i2 
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or Demoftbenes. * I did not difcover at firft/ 
fays Petrarch, * the author of this letter. Struck 
in the dark by Nifus, I feared led returning it, 
I n)ight hit Eurialus. At laft I found out it was 
the produ£lion of a mountaineer/ 

At this time there Vas a report that the em** 
peror was going to enter Italy. Petrarch, who 
was always folicitous for the glory of his country, 
?ind had long wiflied for this event, wrote the 
following anfwer to an abbe in Italy, who had 
informed him it was a falfe report : • 
. *I am foriy to hear it. The journey would 
have been glorious to Csefar, and ufeful to the 
world. But I believe he is contented to live, 
and has no ambition to reign. If he fhuts him- 
felf up in Germany, and abandons Italy, he 
may be emperor of the Teutons, but he will 
never be emperor of Rome. It is not furprifing 
that neither letters nor difcourfes have made 
any impreflion on him, when glory, the merit 
of a good action, and the fineft occafion of un- 
dertaking it, can have no effeft. I ihould be 
furprifed and diftreffed at this news, if I had 
not learned, by experience, that we ought not 
to eml>arrafs ourfelves with the things of this 
world, and that all done therein refembles a 
spider's web. For what then Ihould I grieve ? 
I am only a pilgrim^ a traveller on earth, for 
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few or many years, a^ it ihall be decreed. 
When I die, I fliall go to my own country. 
Italy will be always where it is, between the 
Alps and the two feas. If ^n earthly emperor 
deniesnt iiiccour, it will meet with aid from the 
Emperor of Heaven?' 

All the wo4*ld, and particularly the people of 
Avignan, were deiirous of feeing Petrarch's let- 
ters. Thofe who received them were fo de- 
lighted with their fpirit, they could not help 
ibewing them to their friends. As tliere was 
keen fatire in many of them, this raifed him 
enemies: and they accufed him of having at- 
tacked the authority of the pope, in his folici- 
tude to have the holy fee removed to Rome. 
One of his friends, who had been the innocent 
caufe of thefe commotions, faid to him, ' You 
are very hardy to attack the phyficians: do not 
you then fear the maladies for which they 
mod be confulted?' * I am not immortal,' re- 
plied Petrarch : * but fliould thefe diforders at- 
tack me^ I espe£l nothing from their fkill. I 
do not repent I hav^ wounded them by the 
truth: If this makes enemies, I fliall have 
enough, or I muft keep filence for ever. With 
refpe^ to the holy fee, I know that Peter's chair 
was every where with him, and that it is at 
prefent wherever his fucceflbr is found; though 

J 3 
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there are places more holy and convenient than 
ulhcrs : the mafter of the hoiife choofes that 
•which plcafes him, and honours that which he 
prefers: the mifreprefentations of my cenfiir^rs 
never entered into my mind. I nevep prefume 
to prefcribe the feat where the mafter of all 
places fliould be fixed. I have not drawn my 
opihioh.froni the flender fountain of the de-* 
cretals, but from the fource of St. Jerome ; who 
fays, if we feek for authority, the world is 
greater tha;i a city. Whenever the biiliop fl>all 
be. at Borne, Couftantinople, or Alexandria, it 
15 always the fame power, and the fame ^rieft- 
hood. What I f|iy, and what I have faid, is 
this: in whatever place the chair of St Peter is 
fixed, it is honourable to be feated in it.' Thefe 
afperfioqs gave rife to fom€ letters of juftifica- 
tion, which are palled the inv€6iivesof Petratchj 
and ta a work folicitoufly defired by the friends 
of Petmrch, and much more valuable than the 
former, which he ftyled his letter to pofterity,. 
from whence many things in thefe Memoirs are 
taken, and which were neglefted by the former 
biographers of Petrarch. 
. At this time cardinal Gui de Boulogne loft 
his mother, the wife of Robert, the feventh 
count of Auvei'gne and Boulogne. This pious 
jHiDcefs, after having been at Rome to gain tlm 

8 
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jubilee, retired into the convent of the Clariftes, 
where ihe had a daughter who was a nun, and 
flie died foon after. The cardinal, who was ex- 
tremely fond of her, was fenfibly touched with 
this lofs, and received a confolatory letter from 
Petrarch, who in it mentions the great care of 
his mother from the beginning of life, and that 
flie had even borne the burden of this beloved 
fon a month longer than ufual. 

The bifhop of Florence, who was then at 
Avignon, and juft fetting out for his diocefe, 
told Petrarch he would not quit the country 
till he had feen the marvellous fountain of 
Vauclufe. * I fhall be glad alfo,* added he, 
' to behold you in your hermitage, and to 
judge myfelf of the life you lead there. I am 
going to vifit the monallery of St. Anthony: as 
I return you may depend on feeing me.' Pe- 
trarch, who knew this prelate was a man of his 
word, and expeditious in his operations, made 
hafte to Vauclufe to prepare for a perfon of his 
rank, and coUeAed every delicacy the country 
afforded. On the day this prelate was ex- 
peded every thing was ready. It flruck 
twelve, but no bifliop appeared. Petrarch, 
who had been at the expenfe of a great feaft, 
grew very impatient, and, in his agitation, 

I 4 
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imagined thefe lines to the prior of the Holy 
Apoftles : 

* There is no more faith in the world. Wq 
can depend on no one: the more I fee, the 
pore I feel this.. Even your biiliop, on whom 
I thought I might fafely rely, he deceives me. 
He promifed to dine with me to-day. I have 
done for him what I never did for any one: I 
have put my houfe into commotion to treat him 
well; a condu6l quite oppofite to my cha» 
Ta£ter. He fears, no doubt, that he ihall meet 
with the repafi of ^^a poet; and deigns not to 
vifit the place where the great king Robert, 
where cardinals and princes have been; fome 
to fee the fountain ; others (fliall I have the va- 
nity to fay it?) to vifit me. But if I am un- 
Tvorthy to receive fuch a gueft, it feems to me 
he is ftill more fo for breaking his word.' 

While Petrarch was thus filently venting his 
perturbations, he heard £^ great noife: it was 
the bifliop, who was juft arrived. When they 
were at table, the difcourfe fell upon Nicholas 
Acciajoli, the fenefchal of Naples, The biihop 
told Petrarch \it had quarrelled with his bed 
friend, Jphn Barrili, one of the greateft lords ia 
the court of Naples. * I ao^ grieved at this 
quarrel,' faid the bifliop. You are the friend 
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of both, and /hould make it up between them/ 
Petrarch undertook it; and, to bring it to bear^ 
he wrote a letter to both united, which was to 
be only opened and read by them together: it 
contained the ftpongeft motives for their rer» 
conciliation. At the fame time he wrote one 
to each of them in private; which was kind, 
infinuating, and tending to the fame end. He 
concluded by befeeching them to give one 
whole day to the reading of that letter ady 
dreifed to both. The grand fenefchal had 
wrote to Petrarch that he would raife a Part 
naifus to him between Salernus and Mount 
Vefuvius. He replied, though he had aheady 
two, he would not refufe that he offered him* 
* Coiifecrated under your aufpices,' lays he, 
^ this new Parnaffus cannot but delight me/ r 

All thefe letters, dated the 24th of May, 
1352, were given to the bifliop, who took 
leave of Petrarch, and fet out for Florence. 
Some months after he received anfwers from 
the grand fenefchal, which informed him his 
ftratagem had fucceeded beyond what he could 
have hoped, and that it had brought about a 
perfeft reconciliation. 

Petrarch obtained for his fon John, this year, 
9 canonihip at Verona. He might have pro« 
pwred him elfewhere a more advantageous (i- 
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tuation ; but as this young man was at that 
critical age when the pafiions begin to unfold^ 
he rather chofe to put him under the care of 
his two friends, William de Paftrengo and 
Renaud dc Villefranche, both eftablifbed at 
Verona. He ordered him to fet out imme- 
diately to take poffeffion of this benefice, with 
the letters for his friends, to whom he recom- 
mended the young canon, and befought them 
carncftly to watch over his condu6l. To Re- 
naud he committed the improvement of his 
underftanding; to William, the forming of his 
charafter, and the regulation of bis manners. 
This is the pifture Petrarch gives of his fon in 
his letter to Renaud : 

* You will know the young man I fend you, 
unlefs afudden alteration in him fhould prevent 
it. You are well convinced how dear he is to 
me. It was his deftiny to quit an able mafter at 
a very tender age. As far as I can judge, he has 
a tolerable underftanding : but I am not cer- 
tain of this, for I do not fufficiently know him. 
When he is with me, he always keeps filence. 
Whether my prefence confufes or is irkfome to 
him, I know not ; or whether the fbame of his 
Ignorance clofes his lips. I doubt it is the lat- 
ter; for I perceive but too clearly his antipathy 
for letters: I never faw it ftronger in any one: 
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he dreads and detefts nothing fo much as a 
book : yet he has been brought up at Parma, 
at Verona, and Padua. 

^ I fometimes direft a few iharp pleafantries 
At this difpofition. ** Take care," 1 fay, ** left 
you Ihould eclipfe your neighbour Virgil!** 
When I talk in this manner, he looks dowd, 
and bluihes. On this behaviour alone I buiM 
my hope; He has modefty, and a docility 
which renders him fufceptible of every impref- 
fioh made on him/ 

l6 the month of June, 1352, the people of 
Avlgnoti beheld a very extraordinary fpeftaclc: 
this Avas the entrance of that formidable tri- 
bune, Rienzi. We fball here relate the cif- 
cumftances that befell him after his fall, and 
that broog^it him to the tribunal of the pope. 

After he left the Capitol, he hid himfelf in 
the caftle of St. Ange. But, ftill in hopes of 
fomfe change, he got an augel painted on the 
walls of a church, with the arms of Rome, 
holding iii he I* hand a crofs with a dove at the 
top, and trampling under her feet an afp, a ba- 
fiU(k, a lion, and a dragon; and he went in 
diJgaife to behold the effe^ this painting pro- 
duced. When he faw the jpebple cover it with* 
nfViid, he found his power was at an end; he 
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fct out the next clay for Naples, where he ar- 
rived in January, 1 348. The king of Hungary, 
then mafter of it, received Rienzi kindly, with 
whom he had fome time had a fecret corre- 
fpondence. The news of this difturbed the 
pope, who by his legate delired the prince to 
fend to him that perverfe and excommunicate'd 
heretic. Whether the king of Hungary feared 
to difpleafe the pope, or perceived that Rienzi 
was a madman not to be relied upon, he for- 
fook him. He then went over to Duke War- 
ner, and defired him to re-eflabli{h him at 
Rome; but this did not futrceed. Perceiving 
himfelf abandpned by all the world, jand with* 
out refource, he wandered about Italy for fome 
time, knd then retired among the hermits of 
Mount Majella, where he pafled the year 1349. 
In the year of the jubilee, 1350, he mixed in 
difguife with the ftrangers who went to Rome, 
and found that city more likely to favour his 
attempts from the diforders that again took 
place in it. There was a fedition fuppofed to 
be of his raiiing. A mob belieged the legate's 
palace, and two arrows were drawn upon him 
from an iron gate, one of which pierced 
through his hat, but did not wound him. The 
cardinal, who knew that Rienzi was at Rome, 
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wrote to the pope what he thoaght of this 
matter, and fent him the arrow with his let- 
ter. 

• ■ ^ 

The pope wrote to the legatfc to continue 
the proceedings againft Rienzi ; and, if he could 
lay hold of him, to fend him to Avignon : in 
the mean tiiAe^ to declare him incapable of any 
office, and to interdia him fire and water. 
Rienzi, on this, was determined to throw him- 
felf on the protefilion of the emperor Charles, 
though he had offended him when he was go- 
vernor at Rome, by citing him to his tribunal; 
but he believed this prince was too generous to 
take revenge on an enemy who delivered him» 
felf up to his mercy. 

He fet out, therefore, from Rome, difguifed 
as ufual, with the caravans of pilgrims ; and 
went to Prague, where the emperor, who was 
alfo king of Bohemia, held his court. He 
went firft to the houfe of a Florentine apothe- 
cary, whom he defired to go with him to the 
emperor, to whom he addrefled this fingular 
ipeech : * There is at Mount Majella a hermit 
called brother Ange, who has fent an ambafla- 
dor to the pope, and who fends me to you to 
inform you, that till now, God the Father and 
Son have reigned in the world ; but that for 
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tlie future it will be the Holy Ghoft.' At 
thefe words th^ emperor difcovered it waa 
Rienzi ; and replied, * I believe you are Jbcj 
tribuue of Rome/ ^ It is true;,' faid Rienzi, ^ I 
am that tribune whom they have driven out of 
Rome.' The emperor fent for the. ambafla* 
dors, biihops, and dolors, and made Rienzi 
repeat in their prefence what; he had faid; to 
which he added, * The perfon fent to the pope 
will ufe the fame language; the pope will have 
him burned, and he will be raifed again the 
third day by the power of the Holy Gboftr 
The people of Avignon will take up arms, and 
kill the pope and the cardinals ; and they will 
elc6l an Italian pope, who will tranfport the 
holy fee to Rome. That pope will crown you 
king of Sicily, and of Calabria, with a crown 
of gold ; and he will crown me king of Rome, 
and all Italy, with a crown of filver.' 

They made him write down what he had 
faid. The emperor fent it to the pope, fealed 
with his own feal ; and had the tribune care* 
fully guarded tiH he fliould receive an anfwer 
from the pope. As Rienzi was accufed of het 
refy, the emperor, in refped; to the authority of 
the church, put him into the hands of the 
archbifliop of Prague, who alfo wrote to the 
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pope, to know his will concerning him. In the 
mean time he treated his prifoner with kiod-* 
nefsy but took care to have him well guarded. 
Clement returned the emperor thanks for 
the important fervice he had rendered the 
church in (lopping this fon of Belial ; and de* 
fired he might be fent him under a good guard, 
or take his trial at Prague, if he chofe it. But 
Rienzt, when he beard this, demanded to be 
fent in perfon to the pope ; laid he was ready 
to fubmit to his judgment, and to be punidied 
if he was found guilty* -He wrote for this 
purpofe a lorig letter to cardinal Gui de Bou^ 
logne, ** whofe immenfe bounty," fays he, *' I 
have proved;" and to defire that, after his exami- 
nation, he might be permitted to take the habit 
of St. John of Jerufalem, having wiflied ever 
fmce his fall to confecrate himfelf to that holy 
order. ** My marriage ought not to be an ob- 
ftacle," added he, **becaufe my little wife will be- 
con^e religious as well as myfelf." It appears, by 
this letter of Rienzi, that his wife, his children^; 
his nephews, and his fifter, were hid at Prague, 
and lived upon charity. From the prifons of 
Prague he was brought to thofe of Limoges, 
and did not get to Avignon till this year. In all 
the places through which he pafTed, the people 
came out to meet him, aud offered him deli^. 
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Verance; to which he always anfwered, that he 
went freely, and of his own accord, to Avignon. 
His march had more the air of a conqueror than 
a criminal. Petrarch fpeaks of it thus : * This 
tribune, formerly fo powerful, fo dreaded, now 
the mod unhappy of men, has been brought 
here as a prifoner. I praifed and I advifed him. 
I loved his virtue, and I admired his courage. 
I thought Rome was going to refume under him 
tlie empire fhe formerly held ; and that, in ex- 
citing the emulation of Rienzi, I fliould partici- 
pate his glory. Ah! if he had continued as he 
began, he would have been praifed and admired 
by all the world. This man, who made the 
wicked tremble, and who gave the brighteft 
hopes to the good, is come before this court 
humbled and defpifed. He who was never feen 
without a train of the greateft lords in Italy, 
and a multitude of people, .marches now be- 
tween two ferjeants ! The populace run out to 
meet him, eager to fee the man of whom they 
have heard fo much. 

* The moment he arrived, the fovereign 
pontiff committed his caufe to three princes of 
the church, to determine his punifliment. 

* On entering the city, he afked if I was 
tliere. I know not whether he hoped in me 
for fuccour, or what I could do to ferve him* 
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* In the procefs againft him, they accufe him 
of nothing criminal: they do not even impute 
to h;m the having joined with bad men, the 
•abandoning the public caufe, or the having fled 
from the Capitol, when he might have lived 
. and died there with honour. It is his under- 
taking, not the end, they reproach him with. 
In my mind, what they accufe him of is to his 
glory; that the republic ilibuld be free, and 
•that at Rome only they fliould treat of the af- 
fairs of the republic. And is this a crime 
- .worthy of the wheel and of the gibbet? A 
Roman citizen affli6ted to fee his country, 
.which is by right the miftrefs of the world, 
become the flave.of the vileft men! This is 
the foundation of his charge ! It now remains 
to be determined what is the puniihment due 
to fuch a crime. His beginning was glorious; 
but all on a fudden he changed his condu6t. 
I wrote him a fevere letter on the occafion. 
He abandoned the good, and delivered him- 
.felf over to the wicked; but of this he is not 
ac^ufed. Whatever be his end, his beginning 
is ever to be admired.' 

Clement was glad to have Rienzi in his 
power : he was brought before him, and did 
not appear the lead difconcerted. He maia? 
tained that they accufed him unjviftly of heref^^ 
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and demanded that his caufe fliould be re-ex* 
amincd with more equity. The pope made him 
no anfwer, and ordered tl>em to put him in the 
prifon prepared for htm. It wa$ a high tower 
in which he was fliut up, faftened by the foo^ 
with a chain which hung from the top. Ex- 
cepting this, he was treated with mildnefs, and 
fupplied from the pope's kitchen; and they 
gave him books; among others, Livy and th^ 
Brble, for of thefe he was particularly fond. 
We are not told who were the three princes 
cf the church to whom his caufe was commit- 
ted, but it is fuppofed they were the cardinals 
of Boulogne, of Taillerand, and of Deux. 

The crimes imputed to him were, drawing 
away the city of Rome from the dominion of 
the pope; declaring it free; and pretending that 
the rights of the Roman empire relidcd ftill in 
the people of Rome. Some faid he merited 
death, and others, that he fhould be declared 
infamous, and incapable of tranfmitting any 
eftate to pofterity. Rienzi demanded a judg^ 
ment according to law, and to be allowed an 
advocate to defend his caufe : but this was de- 
nied him. This enraged Petrarch, who wrote 
a long, butfecret, letter to the people of Rome, 
to do fomething in his favor; but it produced 
flo effedl. The contents of it were, that Rome 
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ought to be the monarch of the world, iud the 

arbiter of all human decifions. liienzi, as it 

happened, had no occafion for it. His affairs 

changed on a fudden; and he owed his prefer* 

vation to . a mod extraordinary circumilance^ 

which iliews the fpir it that prevailed in the 

court of the pope. It is Petrarch who informs 

us of it, in a letter to the prior of the Holy 

Apoftles. « 

. * I ha\re learned,^ fays he, ' by the letters of 

my friends, it being rumoured at Avignon that 

Rienzi was a great poet, they thought it a kind 

of facriiege to put a man to death of fo facred 

« profefliou; as Cicero fpeaks in his oratiom 

for the poet licinius Archias, who had been 

bis mailer. I own I am overwhelmed with 

joy to fee that men, who are not acquainted 

with the Mufes themfelves, fhould grant them 

this fingular privilege; and, under the ihadow 

-of their nam«, ihould fave a man from deaths 

':Odiou& to his judges, and whom they had 

agreed to find guilty of a capital crime. What 

could they have obtained more under the reign 

i4>f Auguilus, in the time when the greatefl ho* 

nors were paid them, and they came from all 

-parts to behold this unparalleled prince, the 

: mailer of kings, and the friend of poets! I 

sfelicitate the Mufes and Rienzi I Heaven for* 

K 2 
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bid I fliould envy him a name which is of 
ftich fervice to him. But if you a(k me what 
I think? I anfwer, that Rienzi is a very elo^ 
quentman; fkilful, infmuating, and a good ora- 
tor; with few thoughts, but an agredabie vi- 
vacity in his compolitions. I believe he may 
have read aU the poefs; but I think he no morre 
merits the name of a poet, than he would that 
of an embroiderer for wearing an embroidered 
habit, Horace fays, that to be a poet, it is not 
fufficicnt to make verfes; and I even doubt 
Whether Rienzi ever made a fingle verfe! I 
thought you would be pkafed to hear of an , 
event in which the life of a man was in danger 
becaufc he wiflied to fave the republic, and to 
learn that the fame roan efcapes the peril under 
the name of a poet, though he never made a 
jingle verffe, 

* Virgil himfelf would not have obtained 
fuch a redemption ! For it is certain, that be- 
fore fuch judges, Virgil would have pafled for 
:*a forcerer rather than a poet.* 

In another letter, wrote to an abbe not named, 
he ihows what a rage for poetry prevailed at this 
time in the city of Avignon. 

^ Never were the words of Horace more.cx- 
;a£lly verified : '^ Wife or ignorant, we all write 
'verfes!' It is a mournful confolation to have 
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fp many fick companions; I had rather be dif- 
eafed alone: I am tormented by my own dil- 
ordere, and thofe of others; they do not let 
me breathe. Verfes and epiftles rain in upon 
me every day from all paits of the world, from 
France, Germany, Greece, and England. I 
do not know myfelf; they take me for the 
judge of all human underftanding. If I an- 
fo^er all the letters I receive, no mortal will be 
£o full of buiinefs : if I do not, they will fay I 
am.difdainful and.in(blent. If I cenfure, I fliall 
be an odious critic; if I praife, a naufeous flat- 
terer. But this would be nothing, if the con- 
tagion had not reached the Roman court. 
What do you think of our lawyers, and our 
phyficiaos?. They no longer confult Juftiniaa 
or Efculapius : deaf to the cries of the fick, and 
of their clients, they will liften to none but 
Virgil and Homer. What do I fay? Even 
labourers, carpenters, and mafons, abandon 
their hammers and lliovels, to lay hold of Apollo 
and the Mufes. Do you afk why formerly 
poets were fo rare, and this plague fo common 
ajC prefent? It was becaufe poetry demands, 
an elevated mind, fuperjor to every thing, and 
free from the cares of this world : it muft have 
a Ibul made on purpofe, which it is rare to 
meet with, from whence it hj^ppens that there 

1^ 3 
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are fuch a number of verfifiers in the ftreets, 
and fo few poets on Parnaffus : they go to the 
foot of the mountain, but fcarcely one afcends 
it. Judge what pleafure thofe muft have who 
attain its fummjt, fmce thofe who only view 
it at a diftance, abandon for it their affairs and 
their wealth, however avaricious they are! X 
felicitate my country for having produced fome 
fpirits worthy to mount upon Pegafus, and rife* 
along with him : if love to it does not blind 
me, I fee fuch t\t Florence, at Padua, at Ve* 
rona, at Sulmone, and at Naples: every where 
elfe we behold nothing but |*hyrners, who creep 
along upon the ground. 

* I reproach myfelf for having, by my exam* 
pie, contributed to this madnefs. My laurels 
were too green, and I am now tormented for 
my defire of obtaining them. In my honfe, 
and out of doors, wherever I fet my feet, ver- 
iifying frautics furround me, overwhelm me 
with queflions, brawl and difpute, and talk of 
things which would have been quite beyond 
the aim of Homer or of Virgil. I am afraid 
left the magiftrates flioufd accufe me of having 
corrupted the republic. The other day a far 
ther came up to me in tears, and faid, " See 
how you treat me, who have always loved 
you. You have been the death of my only 
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fon I" I was {o ftruck with tliefe words, and 
the air of the man who fpoke them, that I 
remained fome time motionlefs. At laft, 
recovering myfelfi I replied, that I neither 
knew him nor his fon. " It is of little con- 
fequence whether you know him or not," re- 
plied the old man: *' he knows you too well. 
I have ruined myfelf to bring him up to the 
law, and now he tells me he will follow no 
ileps but yours. I am thus difappointed of all 
my hopes; for I much fear he will never be 
cither a lawyer or a poet." I fmiled at this, 
and thofe who were with me; but the old man 
ivent away in grief and rage. Happily this 
contagion has not yet reached Vauclufe, the 
air of which is, perhaps, not very fufceptible of 
foreign impreffions ; there is only my jSAier* 
man, who, though oU, advifes himfelf, as Per* 
iius fays, to dream on Parnaflus. If this deli- 
rium iliould fpread, fliepherds, filhermen, la- 
bourers, and the beafls themfelves, will rumi- 
nate and bellow out verfbs.' 

In the beginning of Augufl^ 1352, the car- 
dinals of Boulogne aud Taillerand fent by the 
pope's order for Petrarch. He obeyed tjie fum- 
mons, and found it was an order to receive the 
place of fecretstry.to the pope. He reprefented 
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to his patrons and friends, that he could never 
give up liberty and leifure for any worldly gain. 
* This wealth/ fays he, * would be a real mi- 
fery: a yoke of gold or filver would not be 
lighter to nie than one of wood or of lead. I 
defpifed riches when I flood in need of them, 
and it would be a fhame to run after them now 
I can do without them. We iliould propor- 
tion the provifions for our journey to the length 
of our route. I am approaching the end of my 
race, and ought to be more occupied with the 
place of reft, than the accommodations on the 
Avay.' To this he adds, that it would have 
been more honeft, and more excufable^ to de- 
firfr thefe advantages when he had a brother 
and friends who were indigent ; that he was 
no longer in this iituation, his brother being 
a Carthufian, and all his friends dead or well 
placed: that he wanted nothing at prefent} 
but,- Ihould he once open the door to worldly 
defires, he ihould want every thing. He £l)ere- 
fo^e with tears conjured thefe friends, who had 
laid a thoufand fnares to gain this point, to let 
him live in his own way,- to preferve his ho- 
nour, and not to impofe a burden, the weight 
of which would overwhelm him. All his re* 
prefentations and prayers were to no purpofc; 
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they dragged him to his footftool, who, as one 
fays, opens the heavens with his finger, and go* 
verns the ftars by the motion of his cap. 

The pope, who loved Petrarch, and always 
received him with pleafure, faid many obliging 
things to him. He had always wifhed to attach 
a man of his merit to his court ; and he thought 
it was incumbent on him to facrifice his liberty 
for an office at once honourable and advan* 
tageous. * Single I flood,' fays he, * mournful 
and difmayed : my head was prefented to the 
facrifice, when fortune befriended, and opened 
to me the door of liberty,' 

All the world agreed thaf Petrarch was well 
fitted to difcharge the employment to which 
they deftined him, for his wifdom and fidelity. 
They only reproached him with one fault, that 
hi» ftyle was too elevated for the church of 
Rome. He thought at firft they meant this 
in irony : but his friends, and particularly the 
cardinals Boulogne and Taillerand, affured him 
that he muft lower his tone, and not take fuch 
high flights. When he heard this, his joy was 
that of a prifoner who views his prifon door 
fet open to him. He was defired to write 
fomething in a more eafy ftyle. Inftead of do- 
ing this, he ftretched the wings of imagina^ 
tion to their utmoft extent, that he might foar 
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above every idea of thofe who wiflied to enflave 
him. 

They gave him the fubje6l. * Though it 
was DOt a work of imagination and poetry/ 
fays he, * Apollo and the Mufes did me goo4 
fervice. Moft of thofe who read my compo- 
fition, faid, they could not comprehend a word 
of it^ Others faid, they fuppofed I wrote in 
Greeks or fome other barbarous language. 
They would fend me to fchool at my age to 
learn a low and creeping ftyle.^ With Cicero, 
I know but three ftyles; the fublime, which 
he calls grave ; the nioderate, which he call§^ 
middling ; and the finiple, which he calls ex^ 
tenuated. In this age, fcarce any one has at* 
tained the firft, and few arrive at the fecond ; 
the third is the ftyle of the many. They tell me 
to lower my ftyle : That is impoffible, I anfwer, 
becaufe I am at the loweft already : lower 
than that is no ftyle at all, but a bafe and ab- 
jeft manner of fpeaking. Thus I am out of the 
difficulty, and my liberty is preferved. I feel 
the pleafure more fenfibly, for having been on 
the brink of flavery. I am delighted that peo* 
pie who believe themfelves elevated, have dif- 
covered that I flew beyond their fphere. I will 
liever more expofe myfelf to the fame peril ; 
pothing ihall ever tempt me; I will be deaf 
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to the prayers of my friends, and confult myfelf 
alone in matters fo effential to my peace.' 

Petrarch having thus efcaped the greateft 
danger he had ever run, after having thanked 
God^for his deliverance, fet out for Vauclufe, 
where he paffed the remainder of Auguft in Zr 

w 

delightful tranquillity, waiting with impatience 
for the autumn to return to Italy. Writing to a 
friend, he gives this pleafing account of his calm 
employments at Vauclufe: 

* Nothing pleafes me fo much as my per- 
fefl; freedom, I rife at midnight ; I go out at 
break of day. J ftudy in the fields as in my 
clofet : I think, read, and even write there 
I combat idlenefs : I chafe away fleep, indul'* 
gence, and pleafures. In the day I run over 
the craggy mountains, the humid vallies, and 
Shelter myfelf in the profound caverns. Some- 
times I walk, attended only by my reflections, 
along the banks of the Sorgia. Meeting with 
no perfon to diftraft my mind, I become every 
day more calm ; and fend my cares fometime^ 
before; fometimes I leave them behind me. 
I recall the paft, and deliberate on the future. 
Fond of the place I am in, every (ituation be* 
comes in turn agreeable to me, except Avignon. 
{ find here Athens, Rome, and Florence, as my 
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imaginatiou defines : here I enjoy all my friends ; 
not only thofe with whom 1 have lived, but thofe 
vho have long been dead, and whom I know 
only by their works.' 

The cardinal de Boulogne fet out for Paris' 
10 the beginning of September, to negociate a 
peace between the kings of France and Epg-^ 
land. Petrarch went to take leave of him, and 
requeft his orders for Italy. The cardinal told 
him he iliould be only one month away, and he 
hoped he iliould find him at his return. He 
took with him his faithful Achates, Peter, 
abbe of St. Benigne. The cardipal wanted to 
procure Petrarch fome good eftablifhment itb 
France; and wrote upon the road to defire him 
to wait at lead till he fhould have written to 
him from Paris upon a great affair which con* 
cerned him. 'I afk you,'* fays he, * only to 
"wait one month.' In obedience to thefe or-^ 
ders, Petrarch paffed September and Odober at 
Avignon. 

At this time nothing was fpoken of but the 
cruel war between the Genoefe and the Ve^ 
netians : their lofles were on each fide ex« 
treme. 

Petrarch wrote a letter to the Genoefe, who 
were the viftors, to induce them to peace; 
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and calledlar together the motives for their 
%kmoa wifh the Venetians id a very artful 
manner: 

^ I applied at firft/ fays he, * to the Vetie- 
tians, my neighbours: 1 thought it my duty; 
As a man, I cannot but be touched with the 
miferies of humanity : as an Italian, I ought 
to be fenfible to the calamities of my country ; 
and I believe no one feels them more. I addr^fr 
you with the more confidence, knowing with 
,whpm I have to do. No nation is more ter- 
rible in war, or more amiable in peace. You 
have conquered;' it is now time to repole. 
In the .heat of combat,, it is valor that fpHls 
.the blood of men; but after it is over, hur 
•inanity iliould clofe their wounds. There are 
^one.but favage beafts with whom carnage 
.fucceeds vidory ! Who can read, without flmd- 
dering, of a battle which laded two days and 
.one winter night ? Who can reprefent the hor- 
rors of it? The dreadful bluftering of the 
'Wmd, the rattling . of the . fails, the clafh of 
•arms! The dafhing of the veffels againft one 
another, the biffing of the arrows flying 
through the darknefs, and the cries and groans 
, of the wounded ! To you may be applied what 
rVirgil faid of that famous night in Avhich 
Troy was reduced to cinders: 'V Who can paint 
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the /hocking carnage which flie covered with 
her mantle, or Ihed tears enough to bewail the 
bloodfpiltinitr 

* Refleft at prefent that your enemies, as well 
as yourfelves, are Italians; that you were onc6 
friends, and that your quarrel is only about 
lank and fuperiority. Would to God that, re- 
nouncing a war which has fo flight a foun* 
dation, you would unite your arms to punifli 
the perfidious inftigatora of it, and then turn 
them to the deliverance of the Holy Land from 
the Turks* This would indeed be ufeful to 
the world, and to pofterity ! Great cities in 
peace are like thofe ftrong bodies who appear 
healthy without, but have many internal ma«* 
ladies, occafioned by a too long repofe. Mo- 
tion and agitation are ueceffary to cities as well 
as to men, to diflipate the bad humours thefe 
inward difeafes produce, and which are much 
more dangerous tliau thofe which appear with* 
out. This merits your attention. It is bed to 
live in peace when we can ; but when that fa 
impoflible, a foreign war is preferable to a war 
at home. 

^ I cannot read the liars ; but I venture to 
preclift, that in foreign wars you will always 
have the advantage, and that you have only to 
fear interior enemies. How many examples 
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are there of cities whom nothing could have 
deftroyed but wars with one another! Yoa 
are becoming a proof of this yourfelves. Re- 
colle6i the time when you were the mod 
•flourifljing of all people : I was then a child, 
and remember it only as a dream. Your coun- 
try appeared a celeftial paradife: fuch furely 
were the Elyfian Fields ! What a beautiful ob- 
jeS towards the fea! Thofe towers which 
rofe to heaven ! Thofe palaces where art ex- 
celled nature! Thofe hills covered with ce- 
dars, vines, and olives ! Thofe houfes of mar- 
ble built under the rocks ! Thofe delicious re- 
treats on the fliore, whofe fand Ihines like 
gold, on which the foaming waves, daHiing 
their cryftal heads, attra6l the eyes of the pi- 
lot, and flop the motion of the rowers ! Can 
vte behold, without admiration, the more than 
mortal figures that inhabited your city, and 
all the delights of life with which your woods 
and fields abounded ! Thofe who entered it, 
thought they were got into the temple of 
felicity and joy. It might be faid at this time 
of Genoa, as anciently of Rome, it was the city 
qf kings ! 

* You were then mafters of the fea, and with- 
out your leave no one dared to fail on it. 
From this happy period defcend to the time 

5 
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when pride, luxury, and envy, the common 
cfFe6ls of profperity, fubdued your nation, and 
reduced it to that mifery your enemies at- 
tempted in vain. Great gods ! What a dif- 
ference I That beautiful fliore, that magni- 
>ficent city, appeared uncultivated, deferted, and 
ruined V Thofe fuperb palaces, become the 
trading-places of thieves, ftruck the paffenger 
with horror inftead of admiration ! In fine, 
'jour city, befieged by its exiles, the Dorias and 
•Spinolas on the fide of the Gibbelincs, aflifled 
by the Milanefe, fufFered all the plagues of war; 
when king Robert, the glory of our age, who 
came to its fuccour, remained blocked up in it 
a whole year. They fought (a thing incredi- 
We, and unheard of before) hot only on land 
and fea, but in the air, and under the earth. 

* After this you were agitated feveral years 
by inteftine commotions, having no enemies 
but thofe within your walls; till at lafl:, in- 
ftrufted by paft misfortunes^ you elected a 
chief, which is undoubtedly the bell fituation 
for a republic. This changed the face of your 
city ; your clouds were diffipated ; your, quarrels 
extinguiflied; and peace, harmony, andjuftice, 
were reeftabliflied. 

* You may now with eafe take warning for 
the future. There is an old proverb wliich 
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fays, ^' How ihany things are ill done, becaufe 
they are done but once !*' You may recover 
what you have loft. You have learned from 
experience, that human profperities are flip- 
pery and uncertain, and that you owe your 
misfortunes to interior difcord. You begin as 
it were to live again : take care of thofe rocks 
on which you have formerly fplit. Be united 
among yourfelves ; love juftice and peace: and 
if you cannot live without war, carry it into 
foreign countries, where you will always find 
enemies tocontend with.— Avignon, November^ 
1352/ 

A few days after writing this letter, ifetrarch, 
tired with waiting for the cardinal de Boulogne^ 
went fecretly from Avignon, giving it out he 
was gone for Italy; and he hid himfelf at Vau* 
clufe. On his arrival there, he wrote thus to 
the ciardinal : 

* You ordered me to wait for you. You was 
to be abfent but a month; but the Grand 
Monarch, who is attached to you by the bonds 
of love as well as of blood, the charms of Paris' 
and of the Seine, have made you forget your 
promife. I am not aftoniflied at it For my 
part, the dreary city of Avignon, and the boif» 
terous Rhone, have detained me till now their 
prifoner ; but, no longer able to fupport that 
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fituation, I am come to take refuge in my re- 
treat, and wait your commands. If you con- 
tinue at Paris, I ihall foon fet out for Italy, 
without bidding adieu to my friends, who will 
detain me a prifoner in that vile city, from 
whence my fpirit takes its flight, and leaves 
my body to its fate. The two months I have 
pafled there, have appeared to me to be years. 
The fervice you would do me is, I doubt not, 
confiderable : your bounties are always fo. I 
truft my abfence will not httrt the intereft you 
take in my friends. If you will beftow upon 
them what you have deflined to me, you will 
confer on me a great obligation. I have 
enough, and too much, for the few years that 
remain of life : I wifh for nothing more. You 
are the kindefl, the beft of patrons. I flatter 
myfelf you will pardon me if I yield to neceffity, 
to which the greated kings have fubmitted. I 
have obeyed you as long as I could.— Vauclufe, 
November.' 

After having been fome days at Vauclufe, 
with no news of the cardinal, and defpairing of 
his return, Petrarch detennined to fet out for 
Italy. The autumn of this year was uncom- 
monly dry; it had not rained for feveral 
months. The weather was bright, and ferene ; 
he thought he might depend on its continue 
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ance; * Though there is nothing,' fays he, * we 
can le(s reckon upon in winter.' He had in all 
his former journeys always endured exceffive 
heats or violent rains. 

He fet out the l6th of November with his 
books and papers, which he meant to tranfport 
to his ParnalTus in Italy. He was got a very 
little way, when the weather clouded, and 
a heavy rain came on. He was at firft tempted 
to go back ; but he took courage, a port being 
not far off, and continued his route. He muft 
pafs through Cavailion ; and^ he wifhed to ftop 
there, to take leave of Philip de CabaflTole. It 
was almoft night when he arrived. The bi(hop 
Was iick, and had concealed his diforder from 
Petrarch, that he might not afili6l; him. He re- 
ceived him as his good angel ; tears of joy ran 
down liis face. * I am no longer in pain for 
riiyfelV faid he to his brother; * with my friend 
Petrarch, health has re-entered my habitation.* 
He was ignorant that Petrarch was going to 
Italy, and that he meant to reach Durance that 
night When he wis' informed of this, he 
appeared in fuch extreme grief, and was fb ur-» 
g6nt with Petrarch to (lay at leaft that night, 
that he could not deny him. It poured all 
night, which diftreffed Petrarch, who had de* 
Ogned to fet out early in the morning ; and he 
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feared for his books and papers. At laft he de- 
termined on leaving them behind, and ex- 
pofing himfelf alone to the injuries of the . 
weather, to which he was hardened by cuftonr, 
when an unforefeen obftacle (lopped his pr(>- 
grefo. Some of the bifhqp's fervants told him 
that the banditti of the Alps, were come down 
to the Var on the fide pf Nice, and laid every 
thing wafte, which rendered it impoffible to 
go that road to Italy ; and this was Petrarch'^ 
route, that, before he quitted France, be might 
pafs through Montrieux,. to fee his brother Ge- 
rard. The bifliop cxpreffed great joy at this 
news; he was perfuaded it would induce Pe-. 
trarch to renounce his projefi;. Petrarch con- 
tinued for fome time irrefolute : but the re* 
peated requ«fts of the bidiop, and the violent 
rains which continued, and rendered the roads 
impalTable^ at laft determined him to ftay. He 
retired to his chamber to deep for an hour; but 
the rain had made way through the roof, and 
came down upon him. He rofe, therefore, and 
faid matins ; and then went into the biihop's. 
chamber, whom he found awakened. 

He fpent two days at Cavaillon ; and then 
fent apart of his fervants to Italy, that be might; 
be the more retired, and fet out himfelf for, 
Yauclufe. The dread of fpoiling bis books and 
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papers influenced him to this determination. 
* We fee/ fays he, * what a conflraint riches are 
on peace and liberty.' The fine weather return- 
ed juft as his people were got too far to be re- 
called. * It feems/ fays he, ' as if Providence 
would put a rein on my defire to pafe into Italy. 
He knows better than we do what is for our 
good, which is not always what is moft agree- 
able to ourfelves.' 

Petrarch paffed the reft of November at 
Vauclufe, and all the month of December, in 
which there happened an event that interefted 
all Europe. 

Clement VI. was forced at laft to yield to the 
difeafe which had fo long oppreffcd him. * He 
forgot,' faid Petrarch, ^ordefpifed, the advice 
I had given him. The phyficians delivered 
him from the embarraffments of the papacy by 
improper remedies, and too frequent bleedings. 
He died the 6th of December, 1352.' Villani 
fays he died of a lingering fever ; others, of an 
abfcefs ; and fome faid that he was poifoned. 
His body was carried the next day to the 
church of Notre Dame, where they beftowed 
on it a very pompous funeral. Various have 
been the opinions concerning this pnnce. Vil- 
lani fpeaks only of his faults : and the eccle- 
iiaftical hiftorians reproach him for not tranf- 
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lating the holy fee to Rome ; but others own 
he was one of the greateft men that ever fat in 
St, Peter's chair ; and though he had faults^ he 
had like wife very great and amiable virtues ; 
that he was too fond of women, but he go- 
verned his efiates in a manner that was a model 
for all princes. One inftance of his influence 
oyer a foreign prince does him honour : He 
ordered Cafimir, king of Poland, to fend back 
his miftrefs, and to be faithful to his^ wife. 
^This prince refufed at firft, but fubmitted at 
laft^ and underwent the penance impofed on 
him. 

* Clement had the pleafure of befiowing king- 
doms, and gave away more benefices than any 
one of his predeceflbrs. Nothing was fo pain- 
ful to him as to refufe a requeft ; and when it 
was not in his power to grant it, he always 
found fome expedient to fend the perfons away 
not only contented, but obliged, by his beha^ 
viour. He diflributed the treafures of the 
church with a liberal profufion, and expended 
confiderable fums in ufeful buildings, in mar- 
rying orphans, and in relieving noble families 
who had fallen to decay; Petrarch aflTures 
us, no one better merited the name he bore ; 
und his clemency was fo great, that a perfon 
who had offended him grievoufly, h^^ving pre?- 
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fumed afterwards to afk a favor of him, in- 
(lead of revenge for his former behaviour, he 
inftantly granted his petition. 

Clement was naturally eloquent, and fpoke 
without preparation, in a very elegant manner: 
his confifiorial difcourfes, which are in the li- 
brary at Paris, prove this. He had a fingular 
talent in conveying his fentiments : they ap- 
peared the fentiments of thofe he converfed 
with, whofe hearts he could move at pleafure. 
He delighted in peace and harmony, and as 
much as poffible ftifled every feed of wan He 
attempted to eftabliih peace between France 
and £ngland : he accompliihed it between 
Hungary and Naples; and was preparing to 
unite the Greek and Latin churches. 

But Petrarch was never fond of this pope, 
who was not an Italian, and who had com- 
pleted the palace of Avignon, inftead of remov- 
ing the holy fee to Rome. A few days after 
his death, he wrote to the biihop of Cavaillon 
as follows : 

* I fend you three natural curiofities, of a very 
different kind : a golden fifli with filver fcales, 
called turtura : my fiflierman's fon took it in 
the beautiful water of my fountain. The fe- 
cond is a flat drake, who has been long an in- 
habitant of its banks ; neither the air nor water 

L 4 



152 THE LIFE OF BOOK 

could fave it from the purfuit of my dog. The 
third is an epiftle which I have fiflied myfelf, 
with the nets of my mind, in the waves where 
my foul fwims in the midft of dangerous rocks. 
.You will have the goodnefs to keep the two 
firft, and return the laft when you have enough 
of it. You know my reafon ; truth begets ha- 
tred. If this was true in the time of Terence, 
how much more is it fo at prefent ! Read it 
then in private, and fend it back till we Hiall 
fee what God or fortune will do for us. I 
would fhow it to no other perfon ; you will 
judge by that of my confidence.' 

The biiliop of Cavaillon returned it, and af- 
fured Petrarch it gave him much pleafure. * I 
am delighted,* replied he, * my letter has 
pleafed you. I find I like it better now it has 
obtained your fuffrage. It is addreffed to you, 
becaufe you are the declared enemy of every 
vice. I fend you a.fecond letter to the clei^y 
of Padua, on the death of Ildebrand, our bifhop. 
His virtues were above our higheft praife. 
Compare this letter with that I fent yefterday, 
and fee if my ftyle is as proper for praife as 
cenfure. The faults that you will find, afcribe 
to myfelf, and my excellencies to the nature of 
the fubjefts ; for, in truth, it is as eafy to praife 

the one a§ to blawe the other. Who would 
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not be eloquent in the treating of fuch fub- 
jefts?' 

The firft of thefe letters was a fatire on Cle- 
ment. Petrarch had before cenfured him, un- 
der the name of Pamphylius, for the little care 
he took of the flock confided to his truft by 
Jefus Chrift, and for the foft and vain-glorious 
life that he led, fo oppofite to the condu6i of 
the primitive Chriftians; and he threatens him 
that his Mafter will foon come and call him to 
an account 

Clement, under the name of Mitian, replied 
thus to Pamphylius: 

* No one can be more churlifli and fevere 
than you are : but know, it is cafier to cenfure 
th^ manners of others, than to juftify one*s 
own. Ungrateful traitor ! Have not you de- 
nied your Mafter, and abandoned your flock, 
to avoid perfecution '^ Did the flock, given to 
your care by Jefus Chrift, ever fufl^er more than 
under you? Not a valley in Rome, but yoii 
have filled with blood. I iliould be afliamed 
to lead the forry life in whidi you glory. ^' I 
have chefts full of money;" true; and can I 
do better than make ufe of it for the fweets 
and conveniencies of life? I would choofe my 
fpoufe, the church, Ihould be adorned; that at 
bef toilet iliould be feen that fine looking-gla& 
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prefented me by the ihepherd of Bifance ; and 
that every one ihould know her to be a queen. 
I will not lead my flock, as you do, among 
thickets and rocks, but into fat paflures. I 
would have them want for nothing, and enjoy 
every thing. Heaven forbid that I ihould be 
fo cruel to feparate the he and ihe goats, the 
bulls and the Heifers ! They were intended for 
companions to each other. Your threatenings 
give me no concern. The Mailer I ferve is 
good as well las powerful.' 

On the death of Clement, the cardinals felt 
the neceffity of making fome reformation ip 
the Roman court: and to do this, they cad 
their eyes on John Birel, the general of the 
Carthufians, for his fucceffor. He was a rLi- 
moiin, famed for the fandity of bis life, and 
his zeal for the glory of God. No human in- 
fluence affedled him: he preached repentance 
with power, and he wrote to princes with the 
ntmoft freedom, to exhort them to reform their 
lives. The cardinal de Taillerand was alarmed 
when he faw them inclined to fuch a choice. 
^ What are you going to do ?' faid he. * Do not you 
perceive that this monk, accuftomed to govern 
anchorites, will oblige us all to live like them? 
He will make us go on foot, as did the apoftles ; 
and our fine horfes he will fend to the plough/ 
S 
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The cardinals were embarraiTed ; and the elec- 
tion would have been fpun out to a great 
Jength, had not king John, of France, arrived 
at Avignon, to procure the ele6iion of a prelate 
devoted to him. This haftened their choice. 
The cardinal de Taillerand, who had the great- 
eft intereft in the conclave, caufed it to fall 
upon Albert! cardinal d'Qftie, who took the 
name of Innocent VL IJe was bom in a vil- 
lage of Limoges, of parents little knowu. Th^ 
pontiff owed his elevatio/i to the reputation he 
had for iutegrity and a good life, and his ca* 
pacity for reforming the Roman court by his 
example, ilill more than by his laws. In ef- 
fe6l, foon after his election, he fupprefled the 
' re{erves of benefices, fixed bounds to plaralities, 
obliged the incumbents to refidence, and dimi- 
nished hi3 table and his train : an example the 
cardinals made no hafie to follow. 

Petrarch. was not much pleafed at this elec- 
tion. An old, ignorant cardinal, but a great 
civilian, maintained, that Petrarch, was a magi* 
cian becaufe he read Virgil: and he had per- 
fuaded cardinal Alberti to think fo too, though 
he had been profeflbr of the canon law with 
fuccefs in the univerfity of Thouloufe. * He was 
a man of good life and little knowledge,' fays 
Villani. 
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Petrarch, in his eclogue on Clement VI. puts 
thefc words into his mouth: * There fliall 
come after me a dull and gloomy man, who, by 
his four refufals, iliall repair the wrongs I did 
the church by my over-abundant facility. He 
fliall fatten the Roman paftures with the 
Tmoke of Auvergne.' After the coronation of 
Innocent, the cardinals de Taillerand and Bou- 
logne wrote to Petrarch, that he muft <:ome 
immediately to kifs his feet, and compliment 
him upon his exaltation. Petrarch had often 
feen him at the cardinal de TaiUerand*s, who 
amufed himfelf with joking Petrarch before 
him on his powers of magic. Whatever re- 
pugnance he had, Petrarch thought it neceflary 
to obev thefe orders: but his chief concern 
was the leaving his faithful fifliermani who 
was fallen fick. Soon after he got to Avignon, 
one of his fervants, M'hom he had left at Vau- 
clufe to take care of his beloved friend, came 
pofl to inform him he was dead. He wrote 
inftantly to the two cardinals as follows: 

* If llegulus, the terror of the Carthaginians, 
being in Africa, and charged with an important 
negociation, blufhed not to a(k his difniiffion 
of the fenate, becaufe the man was dead who 
cultivated his field, why ihould I bluih to 
make fuch a requeft to my two illuftrious pa» 
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trons, who am charged with no public, and 
who have few private afFaii-s? Yefterday I loft 
the guardian of my retreat. He was not un- 
known to you; he cultivated for me a few 
acres of very bad land. I fear not from you 
the anfwer made to Regulus by the fenate, 
" Continue to work for the Republic,' fhe ihall 
take care of your field. " The field of Regulus 
was at Rome; mine is at Vauclufe; a place 
you are fcarcely acquainted with. Scipio, the 
other fcourge of Africa, and commanding with 
fuccefs in Spain, aflced his difmiffion alfo, be- 
caufe his daughter had no portion. I am in 
the fame cafe atprefent; my library, which I 
confider as my daughter, has lofl its friend. 
That ruftic man, whom I can never lament as 
he deferves, had more prudence, and even ur- 
banity, than is often to be found in cities; and, 
befides this, he was the mod faithful animal 
that the earth ever -produced. To him I con- 
fided my books, and all that was moft dear to 
me. I was abfent three years from Vauclufe : 
at my return nothing was wanting, nor a fingle. 
thing difplaced. He could not read, but he 
loved letters. He preferved with extreme care 
my choiceft books, which he knew from being 
long accuftomed to them, and how to diftin- 
guifli my works from thofe of the ancients.. 
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When I gave a book to his care, he exprefled 
great joy, and preffed it to his bread with a 
flgh: fometimes he named the author in a 
whifper. To behold him at this moment, one 
would have thought that the fight or the touch 
of a book rendered him wifer and happier. I 
have fpent fifteen years with him, and confided 
to him my moft fecret thoughts, as I would 
have done to a prieft of Ceres ; and his breaft 
was to me the temple of faith and love. I left 
him two days ago flightly indifpofed, to obey 
your orders : his old age was found and vigo- 
rous, and he is dead. Yefterday he died, afk- 
ing for me continually, and calling upon the 
name of the Lord. His death affe6b mc ex- 
tremely; but I ihould have regretted him ftill 
more, if his age had not foretold that I muft 
foon have loft him. Illuftrious prelates! let 
the man depart who is ufelefs to you, but of 
very great importance to his field and to his 
library. ' 

Petrarch obtained the favor he defired 
without much difficulty; and it was not poffi- 
ble to draw him again to Avignon, notwith- 
ftanding the folicitations of the cardinals^ of 
his friends, and particularly his dear Socrates, 
to accept an eftablifliment in the court of tha 
pope; to the latter of whom he wrote thus: 
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* I am content; I have enough for life : I have 
put a rein on my defires, and I will have no 
more. Cincinnatus, Curius, Fabricius, and Re- 
guluSy after having fubdued whole nations, and 
led kings in triumph, were not fo rich as I am. 
If I open the door to the pailions, I fliall al- 
ways be poor. Avarice, luxury, and ambition, 
know no bounds : but avarice, above all, is an 
unfathomable abyfs. I have clothes to defend 
me from the cold, food to nourifh me, horfes 
to carry me, a clod of earth to fleep on, to 
.walk on, and to cover me when I die. What 
more has the emperor of Rome? My body is 
healthy: fubdued by labour, it is the lefs re- 
bellious to my foul. I have books of all kinds: 
they are my wealth; they feaft my foul with 
aivoluptuoufnefs which is never followed with 
difguft. I have friends whom I confider as my 
greatefi treafures, when they do not aim to 
deprive me of my liberty. Add to this, the 
greateft fecurity ; for I have no enemies, but 
thofe created by envy; and I am not, perhaps, 
forry for thofe, though I defpife them. I reckon 
fiill in the number of my poffeffions, the ap- 
probation and kindnefs of all good men, even 
of thofe whom I have never feen. ' Thefe are 
riches which you may deem poverty ; I believe 
you do : but by what means would you have 
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me gain others? By lending out to ufury; 
by trading on the leas; by brawling at the 
bar; by the fale of my tongue and of my 
pen; thus fatiguing myfelf inceffantly to aniais 
thofe treafures I fliould preferve with inquie-* 
tude, abandon with regret, and which another 
would diffipate in extravagance? In one word, 
what do you require of me? I am rich enough 
for my own fatisfa6lion ; muft I alfo appear 
rich for the fatisfa^lion of others? In fa6i, is 
it not my own affair? Does any one confult 
the tafte of another in the food he is to eat? 
Keep then for yourfelf your manner of think- 
ing, and leave me to mine: it can never be 
fliaken, for it is eftablilhed on foiid founda- 
tions.' 

Gui Settimo diftreffed Petrarch more than 
any of his friends concerning this matter: his 
temper was naturally ambitious, and he had 
conftantly adhered to the court of the pope. 
* He loves perfons of merit/ fays he. * I wifli 
it may be fo,' replied Petrarch; but this is no- 
thing to me: if the pope loves only fuch, he 
loves a very few; and I cannot flatter myfelf 
with being one of them, though I would prefer 
this honor to that of being pope.* 

Petrarch palTed all the winter at Vauclufe, 
where he was^ like a bird upon the branch, ready 
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V 

every moment to take wing for his dear coun- 
try. He. waited the return of fome fervant? 
whom he had fcnt to Italy to leara what paffecj 
there : he was inforaied that his friends wer^ 
all affembled, and waited ]iis coming. Italy 
appeared to him preferable to all other places ; 
but this . account made him tremble for bis li-- 
herty; and he determined to fend another fer«- 
irant, to^cc if he could not difcover fome fecret 
iretreat where he might enjoy tranquillity. -■ In 
the mean time he prepared for a journey tp 
JMontrleux, to fee his brother Gerard, that h^ 
might not quit the country without bidding 
him fitrcwell ; and, before he fet out, he wrotg 
4J1C following letter to one of his friends: 
. * On whatever fide I turn my eyes, I find »o- 
ihing but .difficulties. It is time for me to gp 
to. the other world, for I cannot obtain eafe iijl 
this* Is this my fault, or that of the world 
around me ? Perhaps of all together. ,One 
part of the earth is defolated by war; in ano- 
ther they polTefs peace, but are more cruel ^n4 
nvKerahle than in war. Here is faaiiae, ther€ 
is gluttony: here the air, there the naanners^ 
are infefled. Here they groan under flavery, 
there they fuffer from the licentioufnefs qf lir 
terty. This land is dry and barren, the other 
k jcxpoied to idle inundation q£ ivkviov^jiiypj^ 
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There they freeze, here they bum. Hefe is a 
dreadful folitude, there an importunate multi- 
tude. Thefe men are a prey to favage beailSi 
thofe to the deceits of one another. It mud be 
allowed, that a iituation of eafe and tranquillity 
is not to be met with upon earth. 

Petrarch fet out for Montrieux the feventb 
of April, 1353. When he was between Air 
and St. Maximin, he met with a company of 
Koman ladies, who were going on a pilgrim- 
age. By their air and gait, he difiinguiihed 
at a diftance their country and their birth. 
Drawing near to them, and finding, by their 
language, he was not deceived, he Hopped, and 
politely afked them from whence they earner 
and whither they wjere going. The found of 
an Italian voice fpread joy through this little 
company. The oldeft of them anfwered, 

* Rome is our country; and we are going on a 
pilgrimage to St James. And you. Sir, are you ■ 
a Roman? Are you going to Rome?* * I am 
not going there immediately,' replied Petrarch; 

* but my heart is always there/ This anfwer 
infpired the pilgrims with confidence. They 
furrounded Petrarch, and replied to a thoufand 
queflions he afked them concerning the (tate 
of the republic. They told him that John Ce- 
roni had refigned his pod, his nature being too 
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quiet for the Romans, who were difguiled with 
a uniform government : he retired therefore to 
the Caftle of Abruzze« The nobles on this efia-^ 
bliihed the ancient form of government, and 
named twoienators, taken out of the houfes of 
the Urfini and the Colonna, and thefe were in 
place when Clement died. Soon after they 
.aecufed them of buying up the com in a time 
of dearth, to enrich themfelves* This enraged 
the people, and they belieged the CapitoL One 
of the fenators faved himfelf by efcaping at a 
back door; the other was (loned to death* This 
happened in February, 1353. After this ac« 
count, Petrarch inquired after his friends, par- 
ticularly concerning Lelius* ^ How does he 
^Q? In what does he employ himfelf?* * We 
left him in good health,' they replied. ^ He is 
very happily married, and his wife has brought 
him fome fine children/ Petraroh then aiked 
thefe ladies if he could be fo happy as to ferve 
them in any refpeft. , * Every thing,' fays he, 
in a letter to Lelius, ^ urged me to make them 
this offer; God, virtue, their country, and 
their love of you. I wiflied to divide with 
them the fum I had brought with me for my 
journey* Their anfwer was, "Pray tb God that 
our journey may be fuccefsful; we afk only 
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this of yoii. " This reply delighted, but it did 
not furprife me. - I perceived it in the dignity 
ahd diflhtereftednefsl of Romati ladies, difFelr« 
ing in this refpe6l from ^Dtromen of all other na* 
tions, who, fo far frdtti fefufing what is offered 
them, reqtieft with importunity what thqr 
have been refufed.' Petrarch, charmed l^ith 
the difcoiirfe 6f thefe pilgrim^, wbbld ha^* 
paired the day with them ; but they wfer^ beftt 
bn hafteniiig towai^ their pious defign, and he 
Vas 4lfo t^gtv to behdid his bipother. ' White 
btiv difcourie lifted,' adds he, * I believed my* 
felf at Rome, converCng with Cecile, the lrtf4 
iDf Metfelius} iSulpitia, the wife cf Fluviffs; 
Cornelia, <!>f Gracchus; Mercia, of Cato ; Emilia^ 
tbf Scipio Africarius; and all thofe famous he^ 
iroines who were the glory of ancient Rbme» 
Gr, to ipeik itibre fuitably to our age and ouf 
Religion, I thought I faw thofe holy virgihb 
Vho tnade fo diflinguiihed a %ure in outr 
Ghriftian annals, Prifque, Praxede, Prodcu* 
liane, Agftefc, &c/ 

Petrarch arrived at Motitrieux the £Oth of 
-Apfil, 1358. His prefence rfejoiecd this fft- 
tred houfe. Gerard was confidered as its lb* 
€ond founder, and was become a perfect an^ 
vhorite, difengaged from every thing u'pMi 
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earth; confummate in piety, and longing for 
th? joys of hpaven. * I bluflierf,' faid Pe^ 
trarch^ * to behold a younger brother, who 
Va« formerly my inferior, now rifen fo faf 
above me. At the fapie time, what a fubjeS; 
of joy and glory is it to have fuch a pious bro^- 
ther \\ 

After converfiiig about their old friends, an4 
HV^bat had happened to them fince their laQ; 
jintervieWi Gerard acquainted his brother with 
$he melancholy fituation which Montrieux 
was in at prefent. Thefe good nwnks were 
perfecuted by fome* neighbouring lords, who 
))ad made frequent attempts to pillage and 
xuin th^ir order. Chailes II. king of Naples^ 
fmd count of Provencie, king Robert, and ^ 
jt^iihop of M arfeilles, who loved them, had pro- 
t^tStcd and guarded them from the infults of 
thefe p^ty tyrants. ' They are worfe,' fays 
^etr^rchy * thaji great tyrants. The laft arjg 

# 

^miQpnly generous, and give with one hand 
what they take away with the other; but 
the former are famifl^ed harpies, who, the 
mov^ they h»V(e, .the more eager they are to 
deyour.* 

Op the d^ath of the bifliop of Maafeilles^ 
^{p hoiUlit^e^ werQ renewed^ and that church 
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had at its head a tyrant whofe troops were 
encamped near the monaftery. When the 
holy monks, before break of day, were fingihg 
the praifes of God, a fhepherd, all in tears, came 
to inform them they had robbed him of his- 
flock. When they were renewing on the altar 
the memory of their Saviour's paflion, a fright* 
ened tenant came to acquaint them, that a drove 
of cattle belonging to the tyrants ravaged their 
vines, their meadows, and their gardens. When 
they juft began to tafte the confolation of that 
Ihort fleep their laws allowed, they were awak- 
ened out of it by the cries of a fervant, or the 
facriflan, who were attacked and beaten by 
thefe banditti. With difficulty they had fav- 
ed their books, and the ornaments of their 
churdh, from thefe robbers. Such was their 
fituation when Petrarch came among them. 
He could not hear the account of their dif- 
treffes without tears. . They begged he would 
intercede for them with the king and queen of 
Naples; that they would be pleafed, ^fter the 
example of their predeceflbrs, to proteft their 
houfe, and to fend them a guard to defend them 
from thefe infults. fetrarch wrote dire6lly to 
^enobi, to deflre he would implore the protec^* 
tjopi of the grand fenefchal, who loved this 0|h 
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der fo much, that he had juft built a fine houfe 
for them near Florence, and he expreffed to him 
in the moil affe6ling terms the mifery of their 
Situation. 

The Carthuiians, hoping all things from the 
credit of Petrarch, contrived every method the 
xnofl grateful and obliging, to exprefs their 
acknowledgment for his letter, and their at- 
tachment towards him : and when he left 
them, they went with him as far as they dared, 
and ihed many tears at parting. Petrarch 
returned to Vauclufe, and prepared foon after 
for his journey to Italy. He received from 
all parts the mofl feducing propofals of efla* 
blifliment Nicholas Acciajoli prelfed him to 
fettle in Naples. Many things fuited him in 
this kingdom ; the beauty of the climate, and 
the friends he had there, who promifed him 
the tranquillity he wifhed, and were perfons 
on whofe word he could rely: but the air of 
this country difagreed with his conllitution, 
from its exceffive heat Andrew Dondola, 
doge of Venice, had written to him to eilablifh 
his refidence at Venice^ and propofed many 
pleafures to him there. * It is time for you to 
fettle,' fays he. * Come to Venice, and you fliall 
find nothing to trouble your repofe/ Petrarch, 

M 4 
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in hid anfwer, thus apologizes for his wandering 
life. 

'Heroes, philofophers, and apoftles/ fays he, 
* have led this life. I fpeak of the primitiv6 
apoftles ; for the modern ones luxurioufly repofe 
Cn beds of gold, and travel in mind only over 
the iearth and the fea. The infatiable defire of 
feeirig and knowing all things, has led me from 
iny youth to run over the world. This dedrt 
is quenched by age. I wifli to fix ; but where, 
is the difficulty. 1 am like a man on a hard 
bed, who fhifts from one fide to the other, but 
. finds no plac^ of reft. If to be motionlefs is 
conftancy, gouty men arc the moft confiant, 
death more fteady than they, and mountains 
firmer than them all;' 

John, king of France, a kind and amiable 
prince, invited Petrarch to Paris. He owed 
this favour to the cardinal de Boulogne ; and 
the reafdns he gave for not accepting it were, 
the fituatioh of public affairs in France, at war 
with England, and his diilike to the man*- 
ners and cuftoms of France. In this ftate of 
fufpenfe he wrote to Lelius, to confult him, 
and to know whether he propofed continuing at 
Borne. 

' I wait,' fays he, * your anfwer with impa* 
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tience. If you advifc me not to go there, I will 
feek a port between the Alps and the Appen- 
nines. Should I find none, I would imitate thofe 
who, having many years been voyagers on the 
ocean, will no more expofe themfelves to its 
tempeds. I will behold only the Sorgia, and live 
and die with the peafants of Vauclufe. One 
thing only will concern me ; to refle6l that mj 
refurredion will be fo near Avignon, that Ba*- 
bylon of impiety/ 

Liclius replied, he iliould not continue at 
Rome; and Petrarch went to Avignon the 
S6th of April, to take leave of his patrons and 
his friends. He learned there that the grand 
fenefchal of Naples had loft his fon, who was 
the mod accompliihed young man of that age. 
His father, though he had the greatefl tendernefs 
for him, fupported this affliction with firmnefs, 
and an entire reiignation to the will of God. 
His body was carried with the pooip of royalty 
to the Carthufiaa monaftery near Florence. The 
removing it thither cod five thouiand florins. 
The city of Florence rendered him the greateft 
honours. 

Petrarch wrote to Zenobi, defiring he would 
exprefs to the grand fenefchal the intereft he 
took in his affliftion. * I came here,' fays he, 
* the day before yefterday, to take my final 



^ 170 THS Liri. or book 

leave of this place. The people I have fent to 
Italy, give tne hopeslfiiall meet there with the 
retreat I wiHi. I ihall leave this tempefiuous 
country, never to return to it more. 

' 1 am going to pafs eight days at Vauclufe, 
to prepare for my departure.' 

Petrarch went from Avignon without feeing 
the pope. The cardinal de Taillerand ufed 
every argument in vain to engage him to ful6I 
this duty. The reafon he gave for his refufal 
was this : ' I feared I might infect him by my 
forceries, or that he would infe^ ine by his 
credulity.' 
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Petrarch departed from Vauclufe at the 
beginning of May, 1353, and took the route 
of Mount Genevre to go into Italy. When he 
had pafled the mountain, and was in Hght of 
his country, he cried out in an ecftacy, ' I falute 
you, holy land ! dear to God and good men! 
I am come back to you after a long exiles 
never to quit you more, in the hope you will 
afford me an agreeable aiylum while I live, 
and a little earth to cover me when I am dead« 
With what joy do I return to the embraces of 
my dear parent^ and leave behind me the 
clouds and the fogs, to breathe this ferene 
airr 

As he palTed through Milfin, he thought it 
neceflary to pay his homage to John Vifcomtii 
who, we have before feen, was both king and 
prieft there. This prince loved men of let- 
ters, and gave Petrarch the mod diftinguidied 
reception, deiigning to fix him in his court. 
f He took me affe^ionately by the hand/ fays 
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Petrarch, ' and converfed with me on the 
place of my abode, introducing by degrees his 
delire I would fettle at Milan. " I am not ig- 
norant," faid he, " of your objedions to cities, 
and your tafte for folitude ; I promife you that 
you (hall enjoy it even in the bofom of Milan. 
You ihall be troubled with no employment : I 
hfk only your prefence to do honour to my 
perfon, and to be the ornament of my court.** 
Petrarch Could not refift fuch marks of favour: 
overwhelmed with the goodnefs, and (Iruck 
with the majefty, of this pripcQ, which im- 
prefied all who beheld him, he was filent 
At lad be confented on thefe two conditions : 
The one, that they (liould gfve him a fituatiop 
as retired as pQffible ; the other, that he ihoul4 
i^ot be obliged in any way to alter bis manner 
of life. 

The archbiibop very readily granted the& 
requeils. 

The houfe chofen for him was at the end of 
the town, on the weft fide, near the gate of 
Verceil, and cloiie to the magnificent church qf 
St. Ambrofe. The air on this fpot was very 
.good. At the entrance tliere were two b^nd- 
fome towers ; in front the battlements of the 
church ; and bdiind, the walls of the city, 
^nd a fine view of a ri<;h country beyond themi 




eittenditig even to the Alps. He remarked 
that^ though it was the middle of fummer^ 
they were covered with fnow. What a joy 
for Petrarch to live near a church dedicated to 
his favourite faint, of whom St. Auguftine had 
Mtefted fo many miracles { He never entered 
this temple without feeling an extraordinaiy 
fervour. There was a ftatae of St. Ambrdcy 
faid to refenible him p^rfbiStly, and which ap^ 
^>eared aliv«4 Petrarch was never weary of be^ 
holding k: ^ It wias a mod agreeable objed;,' 
fays he. ' This greait archbifliop appeared tb 
l^'^^e m^ his bldffitig> What majefty in \m 
^ouiit^niince ! What fweetnefs and expreffion 
in his eyes ! This fight fpread cfivtt my hetrt 
a lively and inexpreffible tranqaillity : I re* 
Joiced that I came toMilaiak' Petrarch's houfe 
Was aHb near a little ehapel where St. Atn*- 
brofe and St. Auguftine fung together that 
facred Te Deum, from them fpread through 
all the Italian churches; and it was alfo n^r 
thfe garden where St. Auguftine was converted, 
lliefe circumftMces rendered Milan a delight- 
ful fituation to Petrarch. 

His friends, however, thought in a difterent 
*nann€r. Socrates, GuiSettimo, and Philip de 
tiabaffole, faid one to the other, . * What ! thife 
^toud TejpubUcant who defired toothing but 
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liberty and independence ! this untamed ani* 
mat ^ho Aarted at the ihadow of a yoke, and 
refufed the fiiil offices in Rome, becaufe he 
would not wear chains, though of gold ! this 
mifanthrope, who could live no where but in 
the filence of the country ! this preacher up 
of folitude, is he fettled in a noify and turbu« 
lent city !' At Florence, Boccace and his other 
friends could not imagine that a mail fo zealous 
for the liberty of his country, would live under 
a tyrant who was endeavouring to fubdue it. 
The prior of the Hbly Apoilles thought as they 
did ; but he idolized Petrarch^ and would not 
condemn him as his other friends had done: he 
wrote to him thefe few lines i 

' Your friends have been a little iharp upon 
you, and have wrote their fentiments freely, as 
you always defire them. You are, no doubt, of 
the opinion of Socrates, who faid, It is good to 
have cenfurers ; if what they fay is true, to 
correS; the fault ; if not, it does no harm» 
You aik me what I think. I am in fome 
things, but not wholly, of their opinion. Fol* 
low the courfe of fortune; nothing is more 
painful and embarraffing, than to have a great 
reputation to preferve. It is not juft that a^ 
ipan whom philofophy has made free, ihould 
become the Have of others. Do what yoi» 
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like without conftraint, and may you long en- 
joy that liberty.' Petrarch, in a letter to his 
friends, fpeaks thus in his own juflification : 
* You are in the right ; I lay down my arms, 
and have no defence to make. Man has not a 
greater enemy than himfelf. St Chryfoflom 
has written a fine treatife to prove, that no one 
can juilly offend us but ourfelves. I have 
K&ed againft my fentiments. We pafs our 
lives in doing what we ought not, and ia 
leaving undone what we ought to do.' 

* In another letter he fays : 

^ The public condemn without hearing me, 
or viewing the reafons of my qondu^. It was 
not poflible for me to refift the entreaties of 
this great man. The requeils of princes have 
more force than their commands. Laberius 
iatd of Julius Casfar, ** How can I refufe any 
thing to that man who has been refufed nothing 
by the gods?" We cannot a6l fo as to pleafe all 
the world ; as the fable of the miller, his afs, 
and fon, is a proof 

There arrived at Milan this year cardinal 
Albomos, legate from the pope, who meant to 
fobdue the tyrants in Italy who had ufurped an 
UDJuil power. This pope had great treafures, 
and foon raifed an army, and chofe for his 
general this cardinal, who was nobly defcend- 
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ed: on his father's fide, from Alphonfo V. king 
of Leon ; and on his mother's, from James^ 
king of Arragon. He was made, when very 
youngs archbifhop of Toledo; and was in the 
camp of Alphonfo XL in his war againft 
the Moors, and fought by his fide. Alphonfo 
dying in 1350, jufl: as he was going to drive 
the Moors out of Spain, Alboruos went to 
Avignon, and Clement VI. made him a car- 
dinal. When he returned to Spain, he found 
that kingdom defolated by the cruelties of Don 
Pedro, the fon of Alphonfo, who, inflamed 
with a violent pailion for Mary Padilla, treated 
Blanche of Bourbon, his wife, with the utmoft 
contempt, and put all thofe to death who op- 
pofed his meafures. Albomos fpoke and wrote 
to him with a freedom truly apoftolic, which 
was fo ill received by this blinded prince, that 
the cartlinal retired to Avignon in 1353. 

When ■ Innocent caft his eyes on him to 
execute his proje6l in Italy, all the world agreed 
he could not have made a better choice, as, befidea 
his knowledge in the military art, Albornos had 
other great qualities. He was well acquainted 
with the human heart, and knew how to avail 
himfelf of the foibles of men to compafs his 
ends. He had a mind capable of forming 
great defigns, and of executing them with fu*- 
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priddg celerity; and with all this^ a patience 
that could wait the favourable moment foi^ 
their ripening, vrhcn that was neceflary to 
their fuccefs. Modeft when a viftor, he open- 
ed his arms to a fubmiffive enemy ; full of 
refources and expedients, he knew how to make 
advantage of the reverfes of fortune: affable^ 
though firm, he united an amiable fweetnefi 
with a juft fevcrity. Innocent VI. who knew 
him well, opened to him his treafures, and 
confided to him his fpiritual and temporal au** 
thority» 

, The legate let out with the pope*s letters 
to the lords of Italy, traverfed. the, Alps, ^nd. 
arrived at Milan in September. This enter*^ 
prife did not pleafe John Vifcomtt, who iield a 
fecret union with the ufurpers, and feared he 
muft give up Bologna^ which he held only 
from a treaty with the former pope. Things 
Were now <:hanged, and women no longer go-* 
Irei'ned. Innocent,: of an auftere temper, and 
determined on reformation, purfued a very dif- 
ferent plaiji from his predeceflTon The legate 
was, however, received at Milan with infinitis 
refpefl and fubmiilion, agreeable. to the policy 
pf its pjrivkct. His expences, and thofe of hia 
numerous train, were defrayed, and he was 
treated with all poifible magnificence^ John 
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Vifcdtntl, with hb tvro nephews, went to meel 
Mm tmy miles from the city, attentied by an 
fmitien'fe coticoulfe of people, expfeffing th^ 
^reatcft joyT Pttmwib wai with tlie Vifcom^ 
tiS att thfe oc^fion ; aifitl, in th6 viotenceof tbe 
crowd, Im horfe flipping ^ith his Wnd feg4 
fnto a ditch, he wbald have been tfulhed htfi 
he *feTleti: but Galeas Vilbomti difmoiinitingj 
htti him fr6ih this iihi'mineii't dunget. «' ' " 

The legtite treated PetPttrch, who little e»* 
pieCled it, wkh tire utmoli dMinftion; and; 
after granting all he afked for his friiends; 
preflTed htm to a<k Rxnethmg worthy hfe-own 
acctptamre, "Petrarch replied, ^W'liett I 'afk 
For my friends, is it tiet thefani^ as f?>t myfelf ? 
Have 1 tix)t thie hfgheft fatrsfa^lioti m obtaining 
Jkvouw ft>r them? I have 16ng put -a rein on^ 
my own tiefites; 'of what then icftu I fland in 
ti€ed?* 

After th6 departure of thre legate, Pcftrarch 
went into t'he country, to unbend his mind 
from the *fktigues it had utidergone; trdrii 
whence, fbme time after^ he wrote t4is letter to^ 
africfttd: 

* You have heai'd how much my p«ace 1m» 
been tlifturbed, and my lerfure brokefr ii^ itj)oii/ 
by an importunate croWd, and unfofefero oc- 
cupations. The legate bas left Aiiteii^ tiid 
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was received at Florence with general applaufe ; 
atid I am again in my retreat. I have becit 
long free, liappy, and mailer ^f my time ; but 
I feel at prefent that liberty and leifure art 
^ooly for fouls of confummate virtue* Alas! 
Cbat is not my {late. Nothing is more dan* 
gerbui^ fer % heart fabjeft to the paiSons, than 
W be free, idle, and alone. The fnares of vo* 
l(i{)tuouftiei8 ar6 then more dangerous, . and 
corrupt thoughts gain an eafier entrance: 
above all, Love, that feducing tormentor, from 
vhom 1 concluded Ikad nothing more to fean 
I iiisfll <5onfult a faithful pliyfician, and fuffet 
%ith^ pstfeBce the ruded applications of ht^ 
fitful hand to temovc every lurking difeafe.' 
Petrarcii doobtlefs refers here to his old paiTion 
for Laura reviving in folitmle, and not a new 
attachment. 

Soon 'after the dejparture of the legate, tlicre 
erriy^d news at Milan, that the fleet of the 
Genoefe was entirely deftroyed by t!ie Vene^ 

* 

tian^ and Catalonians, near the illand of Sar- 
dinia > 1^ courier that bronght this news to 
•Ulilan,. gave a moving account of the (late. ot' 
thfe* Genoefe. Not a family in it but had loft 
wttie^relatitHi. A great part of the mobility 
iieHflied: nothing but crits and groans tv'^re 
iKaiid tin.tUe^reets. Petrarch was goiiig to 
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write, to coofple and re-animate them, but b^ 
was told they were driven to defpair. He 
trembled at this news, and flung down h^ 
pen. 

^ Cities/ fays he, ' and the world itfelf, have 
their old age, and, like men, they tend onward 
fo deftrufiion. Sallufl with reafon fays, that 
all that rifes fets, and every thing which grows 
decays/ John Vifcomti bad views on Genoa, 
which was a port conveniently fitua)ted for 
him. He invefted it on all fides by land, and 
the enemies blocked it up by fea; fo that they 
were reduced to famine. His partialis inQ- 
;iuated to the Genoefe, that they had no other 
remedy, than to put themfelves under the pr<H 
tedion of this lord. The Qenoefe.did not 
]oDg deliberate ; they fent a foli^mn deputatioii 
to John Vifcomti, ' There was a decent and 
^v^n refpedtable grief,' fays Petrarch, ^intheie 
inelTengers. Statins fays, tl;iere is eve^ dignity 
in the unhappy.* 

John Vifcomti convened his counfellprs ; Vet 
trarch was one of theoi. The chief of the dc^ 
putation fpoke^ andfaid, VWe come, by order 
of the people of Genoa, to offer you the city of 
Genoa, its inhabitants, their fea, andthejrland^ 
their goods, their hopes,, andeftates, and every 
jthing that belongs to them, bpth Ti^pred a^fl 
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profane, from Corvo to Monaco, on certain 
conditions that iliall be agreed on/ The prince 
anfwered, that he knew the difficulties of the 
enterprize ; but, depending on divine more tha^' 
faUman aid, he would accept their propolala ; 
that he would engage to protect them, and to 
render juflice to all the world; and that not 
to extend his dominion, but out of compaffioa 
to an oppreffed people. He concluded by bc- 
feeching God and all the faints to fucceed his 
defignis. Petrarch was dcfired to prepare an 
anfwer, but he excufcd himfelf on the fllortnefs 
ef the time affigned for compofing it. 

The event juftified the ftep they had taken. 
The rity changed its appearance the moment 
the archbifliop took polfeffion ; plenty was re- 
fioredt and after depofing the doge, he took 
the reins of government into his own hands. 
He gave them money to arm their gaUies, and 
renew their commerce. He had the road widen- 
ed from Genoa to Nice, which alarmed the 
people of Provence, fo much was his power 
dreaded even out of Italy. Among other im- 
provements, he gave a clock to the city, a great 
curiofity in that age. 

' Petrarch, fatigued with the tumults of the 
city, went a little tour to the caflle of Colom- 
ban, built by the emperor Barbarofla in his 
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journey to Italy, 1 164, It belongs no^y to the 
Carthufians. ' He thus defcfibes it: 
., * This famous Caftje^ fortified hy nature and 
i|rt, is fituated on a rich hiU| at the. bottom of 
"which run^ the Lambro,. a^. fmall but clear 
yiver, which waflies the town of Monca, wd 
then falls into the Pp. Towards the >i^ft 
there is a view of Pavia, Plaifance, and Cremo* 
xja: to the north, the Alps which feparate Italy 
from Germany, and are ahVays jco.vered wth 
i[hpw. The Appennin^, apd its numberlefa 
cities, are to the fouth ; and the Po, taking aii 
immenfe courfe; winds its ilreatn along^ and 
fertilizes this beautiful country/ 

Petrarch could not vie\f this fpot withotiC 
recalling the idea of his.belpvexi folitude at 
Vauclufe. He had juft received a'letter from 
Socrates, who informed hip) be was there with 
Gui Settimo. The latter was to have accom^r 
panied Petrarch into Italy, but was prevented 
by fjcknefs;, and when he recovered; the heata 
were too violent to attempt it.. Petrarch 
Avrote to him, to exprefs hja regret t4iat he wa& 
not there to do the honours of his little boufe,, 
* You are now,' fays he, * in the temple of 
peace, and the afyluni of ^epofc. . If you take 
my advice, you will often come thither, tq re* 
lieve youffelf ifjTOu) the fatigues and bullies of 
5 



ja c<;>urt^ M^ikje.ufe of xx\y bQof^% vhQ W:?fp 
for the ajbifeiv^e (^ ^h^if- m^ft^r, an4 tl)e d^atfe 
flf their guardian, My.gardijo. ipiplor^s ypur 
^^irCt ami .th^t of Sqcriite^ to r;9n)fQrt it fot 
wy j^bfence, aiuJ to Heep it ip repair. Vhwt 
fprne. trees that iliall be a .Aiad.Q to u$ m ol4 ' 
^e, w])ich we Will paf$ t^^re together, if tli4 
fle{)inie8 £baU permit. My baufe i$ yours;, i»y 
little bed wiJI pot mifs it^ mafter, jf yw 
.youchfafe tp Qe^p in it.* This letter he fornied 
pn tha^t dqjightful moimtaiu, f?atqd on th* 
I.awn, uu^er the Iliads of a chefnut, apd wrot« 
it in the caftk, where he flept that night 
They prepared for him a, magnififient ch*niber# 

ftnd a bed which wp^ ^x>.t,. fay^^ U^, thQ bed of • 
poet pr a philofqph^. . 
. Petrarch, wh^n he wWed Vqtuplufe the te«r 
pie gf peace, did not for^fcp the difafter that 
happened fpoa aftert A band of robbers, who 

b^ cpfflmitted jmapy robberies in tjhat psirt .of 
tjie country, went to Petrarch^ howfe, whiob 
they fet pn fire, and tqpk every thing th*y 
could fiad, Ai> oUl arch ftqpped the. r^e of 
the flames. The fon of tl^e fiiberman, ^ho 
bad feared thl^, ftud was now it? keeper, ba,4 
(jarriied tp the caftle fome bpoks Petrarch b^id 
left behind him. The thieves, imagining it 
was well defended^ dared not attack it. ' liea^ 
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ven would not permit fo invaluable a treafute/ 
fays Petrarch, '« ^ to fall into fuch vile hands.* 

Petrarch found, oin his return to Milan, a 
letter from the emperor, in which he gives 
sbany political reafons for not coming fooner 
to the afliftance of Italy. * You have read/ 
fays he, ^ the anfwer of Auguflus in the hap^ 
pieft years of Rome to thofe who offered him 
the fceptre. You know not the burden of 
empire 2 we who are charged with it feel 
this truth. It i% love for mankind alone that 
ckn furmount the difficulties of government. 
Viewing the diforders of Rome and Italy, we 
have refolved, notwkliilanding our own weak 
condition, to lend. our aid: but it appeared as A 
capital difeafe, to deferve a very attentive tKr 
agnination. Friend, we mud compare the pre<« 
fent with the paft, to re-eftabliih the lufire of 
the one, and to purge the infamy of the other^i 
But pbyficians have agreed, and Csefars have 
proved, that, before we employ infirutnentSi 
every method ihould be tried. We advife^ 
therefore, and wait for fuccou^, that we may 
do nothing unworthy or unbecoming of aH 
emperor. We wifh to difcourie with you, 
.who hold fo high a rank on Pamaffus, and we 
}oo]c upon you as one of our moll fait^fu\ A^ttH 
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As this letter was long ia cotnhig, Petrarch 
begins his anfwer with pleafantiy. ^ I find/ 
fays he, ^ it is as difficult for your couriers and 
difpatches to pafs the Alps, as your perfon and 
your legions.' He had preffed the emperor 
fome time before this to come immediately 
into Italy, and take poffeffion of the empire. 
^ I hoped/ adds he, * I bad perfuaded you; but 
I perceive my error. You think differently 
from me, and will be believed; for you hold 
the reins of the earth, and the helm of the fea« '• 
What cohfoles me is, that, though you do not 
adopt my opinion, you will approve my zealj 
ahd I cannot receive a i^eater recompenfe thiui 
this/ 

In this anfwer, he fpeaks thus concerning 
Rienzi : ' How much ealier is it for you to re»> 
eilabliih the empire of Rome, than it was for 
Romulus to lay its foundation on the rocks, in 
the midft of thofe nations who oppofed him I 
or for Csfar to become matter of this empire^- 
at the time when its republic was mod flou^ 
riifaing! As a proof of this, behold the man 
who rofe up in its mod declining period; and 
though neither king, conful, nor patrician; 
nay, fcarcely known as a Roman citizen ; nei« 
ther diilinguiihed by the titles of his anceilora, 
9QV by his ovfJX virtues, yet dai:ed to declare 
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h'ui^felf the reftorer of tUe public liberty! 
What .title could be more fplendid for ^ fixi^ 
vate man ? Tufcj^ny fubmitted to him iinme- 
diately; Italy followed her example. Europe, 
and the whole world, . were fet ia motion, 
We. have ieen this; it is pot a thing that we 
only read of in hiftory, Juftice, peace, faitbt 
and fafety, returned; qnd the traces of the 
golden age began to appear upon earth. In 
the moil brilliant mom^iit of fuccefs he gave 
up; bis enterprifc. . I. accufe no one; I, wiU 
neither condemn npr abfolve. .. Thi^ man tpok 
tlie leaft title in Home, If the name of Tr^- 
bone could produce fuch an elfed, what ctmnot 
be done with the title of Cajfar?* 
;. 13i4. Soon after this 4 league Avas foriped 
by the loixl$ of Padua, Moden^, Mantu^, and 
Yenice, with the emperor, who was to be 
crowned at Rcn>e, This confederacy alarmed 
John Vilcomti; and he fent to invite the em* 
peror to came and receive the crown at Milap, 
find, he chofe Petrarch for this embafly, He 
wi/hed for repofe, .and did not care to traverfe 
the mountains in winter; but, he could not 
refift the iofiuuating manners of thi^ prince* 
Before lie fct out oii this embafly, he received 
the prefeut of a Greek Homer from, the procr 
tor of liomania, whom hekmewat Avignon, 
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whea fent' there by the emperor of Cohftanti* 
BOple,. to ttegaciate the union of the Greek and 
Latin churches. He was a man of merit and 
genius ^ and the prefent he made to Petrarch 
waa rare^ there' wa$ not one befides this in 
Italy; they had, only the. bad tranflation oS 
Homer, by Pindar, in. Latin verfe. 

Petrarch acknowledged the favpr in the foK 
lowing lines: / 

.* You could not havie made a prefent more, 
agreeable to me, or more ^oble and worthy of 
you: why am I not able to add alfo, as weit 
deferved' by me? Coukl you have joined your^ 
felf with it to ferve me as a guide, it would 
have been ineflimable* . But I loft the two ears 
through which i utderAood Homer; the onq 
by. death, the other by abfence. The Homer 
you have fent is, however, dear to me; and 
ilill more fo^ becaufe it ia the pure original 
emanations from his celeftial mind. Macro-» 
bids calls this poet the foiirce of all imagina- 
tion. I embrace this divine author, and return^ 
you a thoufand thanks for. having adorned my 
boufe with this king of poets, and prince of- 
philofophers. 

.M fliall be. proud of two fuch giiefts as Ho^ 
mer and Plato in their own habit; and I de-» 
fpair not of uuderflanding them more pcr-» 
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fe6ily hereafter: Cato was older than I am 
vhen he began to learn Greek, Command 
ane^ if 1 can ferve.you in any thing; and grant 
me fome opportunity of repaying the many 
debts I owe you, Succefii, they fay, infpires 
confidence : I find it fo, and dare yet beg yoli 
to fend me, at your convenience, Hefiod and 
Euripides/ I know not why my name is more 
ipoken of iti the weft than it ought to be: if 
yon judge it proper, make it known in the eaU; 
that, by your means, the emperor of Conftatiti^ 
aople. may. not difdain the man who has beeir. 
honoured by the emperor. of Rome.'^ • 
.. John Cantacuzene was at thia time emperoi* 
of Conftantinople, and he merited fuch a com* 
pliment from Petrarch^ He was a man of ge^ 
nitts and letters, and has left us a well writtei^ 
hifiory of what pafied under his own reign, 
and that of Andronicus Paleologus, bis predie* 
cefibr. 

A few days after this Petrarch \irent on his 
embafly, one great point of which was to treat 
with the Venetians: but, notwithilanding his 
eloquence, and his friendfiiip with the doge, he 
could not fucceed. The confequence was^ that 
the Genoefe, by the aCfiilance of John -Vif- 
comti, armed twenty-three gallies, with which 
they made great havock in a defcent on the 
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Venetiai^ coaft^ who thoaght themfelves fecuiY 
from all attack. This news fpread horror and 
^ifmajr. Andrew Dondolo took every meafure 
tjbat wifdom could fugged at this jundure^ 
}^t his precautions were ineffectual. The ihock 
|his furprife gave him imimiired his health: 
be languiihed from this time, and died the 8th 
of September, 1354, extremely regretted by 

4II. -■";•.>■• ' 

; * He was/ fays Petrarch, *'a man of virtue 
and integiity, full of love-and zeal for the re^ 
public ; wife, eloquent, prudent, . kind, and z§* 
fable. He had but one fault; heloVedwar^ and 
it was not fuited' to his cbarader or manners^ 
I fpoke and wrote to him on this fubje&.wdth 
the jgreateft freedom: he had the goodneis ta 
receive it kindly, for he knew my heart; but 
the confidence he was infpired with from his 
laft vijftory over the Genoefe, caufed him to 
reje6l my advice. He judged of the goodnefs 
of .a caufe by the event: and often repeated 
tQ me what Scipio faid to Hannibal, and Lu« 
jcm puts into the mouth of Caefar : /' The fuo» 
y c^fs of this army ihall prove the juflice of itff 
ojLuie; the vanquished fliall be the guilty fide/' 
f*ortune conferred a favour on this prince ia^ 
,the, 4cath it fe^t him; for had he lived a little 
longer^ he would have feen the total ruin of hi)i 
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country, ov«r wliom the Gehoefe gained^ foon 
Bfitr this, a complete vi^oiy.* 

In Oftober, 1354, Petrarch hit a friend; 
wbofe bountrjr and lavour towards him had fin* 
^rerely attached his heart; this was John Viil^ 
<cx)mti. He had a fmall lump on his forehead, 
juft above his eye-brow : he had it cut pflT, an<i 
died in the night, without having time. to re^ 
ceive the facraments. Petrarch fpeaks favour* 
ably of this great man^ in which he agrees with 
many contemporary hiftorians. Eiccept V illani^ 
they all allow that John Vifcomti treated his 
^iftbjeds with great humanity ; that lie dtflribut^ 
Juftice with exa6tne&, and was very charitable to 
the poor. It i^ owned he was ambitions, pnd 
every thing he did was accompanied with dig« 
nity. Ilis name was renowned in the mod 
diUant countries^ and refpe^ed even by the 
Turks. He was formed to pleafe the fair fex j 
for he was handfome, gay, generous, and cou- 
rageous; but his great paflion was ambilKMi', 
aud he was feared throughout Italy. It is re- 
ported, however, that when tbe Romans would 
have 3'ielded to his authority, he refnfed tliem, 
faying, * Rome belongs to the pope, and to the 
emperor.* He was interred in the great church 
of Milan, where his maufoieum remains with 
ibis epitaph: . i 



•Paflenger, wouldft thou know the nothings' 
B^fs of all Human power and grandeur; learn 
whiit I was, and behold what I am, I harf 
immenfe tfeafureS, vaft palaces, fuperb cities :! 
my name alone made all Italy tremble. Of 
what ufe is all this to me now? Behold ine 
fliut lip within a ftone, and ' devoured by 
worms/ 

John Vifcomti had thrrt wephews, who 
#ere bis heirs, arid took pofleflVbn oF his eftates, 
without the leaft contention, o^ thfe day mark-^ 
cd for- that p^r^ofe by an aftrologer, wthout 
Ivhoffc itt ftotliiflg of ^^y importaiice was trt^ 
rtertaken in that age. -'Petrarch was defired tti 
Wdreft the people convoked to* thi« ceremony: 
In the middle of his harangue, the aftrologer 
cried out, the monoent was come, and it would 
be dttngerous to let it pafs. Petrarch, tliougK 
be had the greateft coh tempt for this fuperfti- 
tious fcicnce, gave way to their pi^judices, and 
ftcfpped direftly. The aftrologer, aftoniifhed 
at it, faid to him, * There is yet one mometit 
mote; you may go on/ *I have ndthmgmore 
to'iay,* replied Petrarch; * and P know no tale 
with which I can amufe the affembly/ The 
aftrologer was difconcerted, and rubbed his fore- 
head :• -while fofne of the^uditors were l«isrh- 
ing, and others woudeHng at his affuttncej 
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Hrhen he cried out again^ ' The happy inftant 
k come ;* on which an old officer carried tbret 
ivhite ftakeSy like the pallifaded of a town, and 
gave one to each of t|ie three brothers^ which 
fiaiihed the ceremony* 

* The aftrologer, ' faya Petrarch, * was oldet 
;^nd wifer than me. I loved, and ibould havft^ 
been dill more attached to him, if he had nol 
been an aftrologer. I fometimes joked, and 
fometimes reproached, him for his profefitoii. 
One day, when I had been fharper with him 
than ufual, he replied, with a figh, ^^ Friend, 
you are in the right : I think a& you do ; but I 
have a wife and children." This anfwer touched 
me fp much, that I never fpoke again to him on 
that fubjefil.^ 

There was & great difference in the charade 
of the three Vifcomtis. Matthew, the eldefl^ 
bated budnefs, and led an idle, drunken life ] 
all his pleafure was hawking, and every amufe-» 
tnent which women could partake of. It is re* 
corded in the annals of the church, that h% 
pafled the days and nights in continual debaur 
chery, always furrounded by the infamous par| 
of the fex. 

^ Barnabas, the fecond brother, was cruel and 
morofe, breathing nothing but war and flaughff 
ter; the exercife of which, added to his natural 
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ferocity, made him afterwards a monfier of 
tyranny and cruelty. He married the daughter 
of Martin de Lefcale, who was called the Queen 
from the great airs fhe put on, and her love of 
pomp and oftentation. She lay-in this year of 
a boy, and did Petrarch the honour to choofe 
him for its godfather. He called him Mark ; 
gave him a cup of gold ; and made a Latin 
poem on the occafion, in which he celebrated 
all the great men who had borne that name. 

Galeas, the younger brother, had great fweet- 
nefe of temper, and goodnefs of mind. He loved 
hunting, but only as an amufemeut He made 
war with courage and judgment, but he pre- 
ferred peace. Handfome, well made, and agrees* 
able, he pleafed and loved the fair fex; l)ut 
he kept this affeclion within bounds. He ido- 
lized Petrarch, and engaged him to continue 
at Milan. Petrarch attached himfelf fincerejy 
to this prince, whom he fpeaks of in the higheft 
manner. 

Thefe brothers perceived of what confe- 
quence it was to be firmly united againft the 
league that threatened them, headed by the 
emperor. Barnabas was charged with the mi- 
litary affairs ; all the reft lay upon Galeas. Mat- 
thew, or the eld eft, prefided over all in name; 
but did not interfere in any thing. They did 

yoi-. II. 6 
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^otbing of any importance without confulting 
Petrarch, and this 'confidence retained him at 
Milan. . t • 

The deaths of the doge ef Venice and Joho: 
Vifcomti were followed by that of Rienzi-, 
whofe tragic end we! will briefly relate. He 
continued in prifon during the \v(g of Glement, 
Innocent viewed Ricnzi in a diflFerent light from 
bis predeceffbr, who liad fuffered him to live^ 
but thought his madhefs required confinement. 
Rome "was at this time in a worfe flatetban 
ever; it was afcenc of violence and bloodfliedv 
The -pope fent Rienzi - to cardinal Alboroos, 
with orders td the cardinal to re- eftablifli him 
at Rome when he faw a convenient opportunity j 
and wrote thefe lini^s with him : 

* As a remedy for the evili of Rome, :^e have 
fent our dear fon Nicholas Rienzi, a Rbmau 
chevalier, in the hope that, being enlightened 
by adveifily, he yilL renounce* all his fantaftie 
vifions, and employ the great talents God has 
given him to fupprefs the wicked^ and to efta- 
blKh peace.* We. have abfblved him fix)m tlie 
cenfuie and puniniment he was under/ and 
fend him/ to you freed from all bonds.' 

Cardinal Albonips, who knew mankind bet- 
ter than the pope, thought differently of Rienzi^ 
and made no gireat hafte to re-eftablilh hiai» 




fVancis Barolicelii> the writer for the fenate> 
took it mto bis head to fet himfelf in Rienzi*s 
place^ without hU eloquence and talents. But 
this^ novelty lafted only four months. He aban*- 
doned himfelf to eiKcefs and- cruelty, and wad 
maflacred; after. which the people ftibmitted to 
the legate. 

Rienzi being thus fetafide^ defired leave t^ 
go to Rome/ which the cardinal granted, giving^ 
him the letters patent from the pope. Thus 
eflablifhed fenator, he obliged the nobility td 
take the oath of fidelity. The fucceffor of the 
Colonnas, fliut up^ in his palace at Paleflrina^ 
a place of fuch drench that it required an 
army to befiege it, refufed, and braved his de* 
puties to the very gates of Rome.- Rienzi had 
no money to raife forces-; but the thevalief de 
Mon trial, the chief of the banditti who infefted 
the country round, coming to Rx>meto fee his 
brothers, Rienzi had him flopped and beheaded, 
and feized a part of the treafures he had amaffed. 
The people were difpleafed at this; but muck 
more fo when he put to death Pandolf, a good 
man, loved and refpefiled by alL They rofe up 
againft Rienzi, Abandoned by every one, he 
put' on his armour, and came on the balcony 
where he ufed to harangue, making figns to be 
heard, and crying out, ' Longiive the people!' 

o 2 
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But finding all in vain, he ordered the doors of 
the Capitpl to be thrown open/ hoping tofave 
himfelf during the pillage. He blackened his 
face, put on the habit of a peafant, and throw* 
ing a pillow over his head, which covered his 
face, herandowntheflairSy cryingout, ^Afcend! 
afcend! There is good fpoil.' Some one, who 
knew his voice, fnatched off the pillow, iayibg, 
'Stop! whither art thou running?* His brace- 
lets of gold, which he had forgot to take off, 
betrayed him. They brought him to the place 
where he had pafled fo many fentences of 
death. In this ridiculous difguife he was an 
homr exfofed to the rabble, without faying a 
word, or being infulted by any one: fuch was 
the awe in which they flood of him ! At laft 
onp of them plunged a poignard into his breal^ 
and it was immediately followed by a thoufand 
others. Such was the end of this mad tri- 
bune! 
. It does not appear, from the writings of Pe- 
trarch, that he had the lead connexion with, 
or concern in, Rienzi's re-efl;abliihment: he 
was wholly engaged, atprefent, with the arrival 
of the emperor, who was expeded every day ia 
Italy. He came to Mantua in Oftober, after 
having been at Padua, where he was mag- 
nificently received, f roni Mantua he wrote 
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to Petrarch, to invite bim to come there, and 
exprelTed an extreme defire to fee him. Pe- 
trarch, delighted with fo flattering a di(lin£lion, 
was not flopped by the extreme bad weather. 
It froze fo hard, that they faid the emperor had 
brought with him the German frofls. The 
old men in Italy declared they had never fett 
fuch fevcre cold. The roads were Tike glafs; 
the horfes, though froft-fhod, could fcarcely 
keep on their feet. Happily there fell a great 
quaintity of fnow, which made the roads pafT^ 
able. Petrarch fet out in fo thick a fog, he 
could not diflinguifh one obje6i; around. Some 
amed foldiers came now and then out of their 
atmbufcades. ' They alarmed, but did me no 
hurt,* fays he, 'a« they belonged to the lords 
of Milan.' The firfl night he was obliged to 
ftop on the banks of the river Chioii, it being 
too late to pafs over it The next day he wanted 
to fet out before fun-rife: his attendants mur- 
mured at being expofed to fo violent a cold, 
which could Hardly be fupported even in bed. 
As he came out of the inn, he faw the empe- 
ror's meffenger. He came that night fron^ 
Cremona: his people were frozen, and could 
not move a ftep farther. * As to himfelf,' fays 
Petrarch, * he had the air of a man who is 
walking by moon-light in a fine fummer's 
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ni^t* Never wa^ there a body more hardened 
to fatigue, or lefs fenfible of the injuries of 
the weather/ Petrarch, with all his diligence, 
was four days upon the road. The emperor 
exprefTed his obligation^ to him for coming in 
fu^ch weather, and told him he had feldom felt 
fo fharp a froft in Germany. Petrarch anfwered, 
that Providence would inure the Germans by 
(degrees to the climate of Italy. He thna 
rdates his Yeception and difcourfe with this 
prince. * The emperor received me with fuch 
kind and eafy manners, as had neither the ap« 
pearance of imperial pomp, nor German for* 
mality: he lived with me as with his equal. 
We paffed fometimes whole days in difcourf* 
jng, from the break of day till night, as if he 
hid no other employment He fpoke to me of 
>ny works, and exprefled a great defire to fee 
them; above all, that which treats of illuftrious 
jntUk I told him that I required leifure and 
repofe to finifli this work. He gave me to un- 
derftand, he wiflied it to appear with his name, 
i replied with that freedom with which nature 
endCied m^, and which cuftom has confirmed, 
and years have ftrengthened, *' Great prince! 
there requires for this, only virtue on your part, 
find leifure on mine." 
V. ^ He defired n>e to explain myfelf; and I 
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faid, '^ Time is neceflary for a, work of this kind, 
ivk which I piopofe to infert great things in a 
little fpace. On your fide you muft labour to 
merit your name at the head of my book. It 
is not AiflScient for. that* to wearacrowxi, or 
bear a fuperior title; your virtue and great 
•adions mud rank you among thofe famous mea 
ivhofe:)Chara£iers will be iketched apt in thi« 
ivork.. Live in fucfa. a manner that^ after hav- 
ing read the lives of yoi^r illuftrious predecef- 
ibrsj you diall deferve that yours alfp ihould be 
xead by pofterity.*' 

: ..^The emperor !fhe wed, by a fmile, and sl 
ferene countenance, that my liberty had not 
difpleafed him. I togk this occafion to prefent 
iiim with fome me<:lak of emperors in gold and 
iilver, which were my delight. In the col- 
'IfidtioQ there was one of Auguftas in high prc- 
fervation: he appeared alive! *'Here," faid I, 
^^ axe the great men whofe place you occupy, 
•and who ought to fervc; as examples. Thefe 
medals ^re jdear to me. I fliould not have given 
.them to any other ; but they are yours by right.'* 
J then gave him an abftraft of their lives, with • 
a word "here and, there to excite his imitation 
•of them. He feemed, to liften to me iw^ith plea* 
fure, and: faid he had n^ver received fp agree- 
able a prefent- I fliould never end^ was I to 
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give an account of all the converfations I had 
with this prince. He defired me one day to 
relate my hiftory from infancy ; I made every 
poffible excufe, but he would be obeyed. He 
was very attentive; and, if I omitted any thing 
from forgetfulnefs, or the fear of tiring out his 
patience, he reminded me of it. I was a(lo- 
nifhed to find him better informed than 
myfelf of the minuted circumftances of my 
life.' [It will be, no doubt, recoUeded, that 
this was the prince who, on a viiit to the pope 
with his father, then emperor, feleded Laura 
from the ladies around her, to pay her the ihoft 
particular marks of refpe£l and attention.] 

^ After this, the emperor afked me what were 
my proje6ls, and my future plan of life? ** My 
will is good," faid I ; "but habit prevails over it. 
I am like the fea, buffetted by contrary winds." 
" I underfiand you," faid he; ** but you do not 
anfwer my queflion. What kind of life would 
be moft agreeable, and that you would prefer 
to all others?" "A life of folitude," I replied, 
without hefitation. ** There is none morefure, 
more tranquil, more agreeable, or which fuits 
me fo well. If am able, I will feek it at its 
fource ; that is to fay, in woods and in moun- 
tains, as I have already done: if not, I will 
try to eujoy it even in the midft of cities,'* 
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" This," faitl he, fmiling, " is what I wifhed to 
bring you to; and that you ihould own an 
error I would undertake to combat, though I 
am partly of your way of thinking/* " Take 
care," replied I; " you will not fight with equal 
weapons. I know the vulgar think differently 
on this head ; but I have the greateil of autho- 
rities on my fide, befide experience, that it be- 
comes not a prince like you to think as the 
vulgar; and I would even take the inhabitants 
of cities thcmfelves for my judges in this caufe. 
I have juft written a little treatife on this fub* 
jeS." " 1 know it," returned the emperor with 
vivacity; " and if I find tl}at book, I will throw 
it into the fire." ** I mull then take care," re- 
plied I, ** it never falls in your hands." 

We had long and frequent difputes of this 
ibrt, always feafoned with the fait of good hu- 
mour; and I mud confefs that the emperor 
combated my folitary fyftem with furprifing 
energy, and boafted he had gained the vidory. 
He begged of me to accompany him to Rome. 
" It is not fufficient for me," faid he, " to fee 
that celebrated city with my own eyes; I wifli 
to fee it through yours, which are fo much 
clearer than mine. I Ihall want you alfo in 
fome of the cities of Tufcany." *' Rome and 
Ca&far! thefe are, indeed, my idols," I replied; 
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^^ and it would have delighted me to go to 
Rome witlvCxfar, but many obftacles oppofe:" 
and this was a new fubje6i; of difpute till we 
feparated. He ufed every obliging perfuafion; 
and I may well boaft that Dionyfius the tyrant 
Vas not kinder to Plato than Ca^far was to 
me.* 

1355. This pacific prince, who came into 
Italy entirely to make peace, negociated one 
vith the Vifcomtis in particular, who had 
thirty thoufand troops in good order. They 
made the emperor prefents, but exa£led that he 
ihould not enter Milan; and that the troops 
that followed him iliould be difarmed. Charles 
had the weaknefs to fubmit to thefe con- 
iditions : his love of peace prevailed Over every 
'Other confideration. The Vifcomtis ordered 
'that his expenfes iliould be defrayed while in 
their territories, and that of his three thoufand 
difarmed cavaliers, commanding none of their 
fubjefts to receive any payment or reward. 
Galeas Vifcomti came out to meet him, and 
conduced him to the palace deftined for 
him. The next day the emperor went to the 
"libbey of Chioravalle, where dinner was pre- 
pared for him, and where Barnabas prefentcd 
him, on bis own part, and on his brothers, with 
thirty fine horfes, richly harnefled. When 
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they came to the gates of Milan, the emperor, 
invited by the two brothers to enter, anfwered, 
that could not be, for he would keep the word 
he had given. The Vifcomtis politely told 
him, that it was a favour they had aiked, be- 
caafe they fuppofed the troops of the confede- 
rate lords would attend him ; but that fuch a 
precaution could never regard hid perfon^ whofe 
prefence would do them great ^onour; and 
that, if he judged it neceflary, they would ab- 
folve him of the promife he had tnade. The 
Emperor indfted no farther, and entered with 
them the fourth of January, 1355. He was 
received with drums, trumpets, and other in<- 
ilruments, which made fo loud a noife, that 
*^had Heaven thundered, it could not,' fays Pe- 
trarch, * have been heard 1 it was more like a 
tumult than a feaft.* They gave the prince and 
iiis attendants a palace magnificetitly furnifhed, 
and every thing he could defire. The three 
t)rothers then paid homage to him, and de* 
clared they held all they poffeffed from his au* 
thority, and would only employ it in his fer-* 
Vice. 

• The next day, willing to give the emperor 
ttn high idea of their power, they made a gene-* 
?al review 6f all their troops, the ciavalry and 
infantryj to which they joined fome companies 
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of citizens^ well mounted, and magnificently 
^reifed, to add to the parade; and tbey told 
htm that, befkies thefe, their forts and cafties 
wiere all fururiihed with good garrifons. 

The emperor was not much at his eafe in 
the midft. of fo many troops^ ffaut up in the 
city, and at the mercy of thofe whom he had 
fome reafon to fufpe£l. However, he put z 
good face on the matter, and appeared every* 
where with, a countenance which hid the feel- 
10^ of his heart. Petrarch fcarcely ever left 
him; jand the prince employed every moment 
in conveifiog with him he could ileal from 
public affairs, and thefe fatiguing ceremonies^ 
He deceived the iron crown in the church of 
3t.* Arabrofe, from the hands of Robert Vif- 
comti, archbifhop of Milan, in the prefence of 
the patriarch of Aguilon, his brother/ and a 
great number of lords and bifhops. In thi^ 
.ceremony, the emperor made knights of Joha 
Galeas, fon of Galeas Vifcomti, and Blanche of 
3avoyi; and Mark, fon of Barnabas, and hi$ 
^lieen; and two infants only two years oki 
The three brothers were declared vicars of the 
empire for all the eilates they polfeffed in Italy. 
They gave to the emperor fifty thoufatid florins 
of gold, twelve horfes covered with a fine 
cloth,, lined with ermine, and fix hundred fot- 
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diers to efcort liim to Rome. A Ifidiop had 
predicted that the eagle iliould fubmit to the 
viper: as the viper was painted on tlie Milanefe 
fiandards^ this prophecy feemed to be verified. 
The emperor looked upon himfelf at Milan to 
-be in a magnificent prifon : he got out of it an 
&on as he could, and his impatience canfed 
him to lofe his imperial gravity. Villani fay« 
that he ran through the ftates of the Vifcoratis* 
with the precipitation of a merchant who is 
going to a fair: and he did not fairly breathe 
till he was out of their dominions. Petrarch 
accompanied him five miles beyond Placentia. 
The prince renewed his entreaties that he would 
go with him to Rome, Petrarch exeufed him- 
felf with all the civility polfible, and with mucH 
difficulty obtained leave to depart When they 
were bidding farewell, a Tufcan knight, in the 
train of the emperor, took Petrarch by the 
hand, and; turning to the emperor, faid to htm, 
*:Thi8 is the man of whom I have fo often 
fpdken to you: he will fing your praife, if yod' 
4<^ferve it: but be affured, he knows when to 
ipeakf and when to be filent.* Such freedom 
offpeech did the emperor indulge to thofe who 
were attached to his perfon. 
-On his return to Milan/ Petrarch defired no- 
tbbg : & much as to go and enjoy in foil tude 
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the repofe he had been fo long deprived of* 
lie compares his condition to that of a thirfty 
flag, . who,; fiunned with the noife of the dog^ 
feeks the cool flream and the filent fliade. In 
his retreait he refleded on the corrupt manners 
of the 4ge .he lived in: the excefies he wit- 
2xefle4 in the Germans who were in the em- 
peror's tr^in, gave rife to theie foliloquiea. 
Seneca fays. Every one complains of his own 
age. 

At this time Lelius wrote a letter to Pc*- 
trarch from Avignon, to inform him of his de^ 
parture.from Pif^ and Rome, and to defire a 
letter of recommendation from him to the em* 
peron Petrarch immediately wrote this. let-> 
ter : 

* Great prince! your goodnefs emboldens 
me to prefent to you my other fel£ The 
bearer of this letter to your footftool is a Ro^ 
man citizen, ennobled by birth, but ftiil ■ more 
ennobled by his virtues. I fhould never enc^ 
'was I to fpeak of his prudence, his fidelity, his 
induftry, and eloquence; and I would, rather 
you ilionld form an idea of him from your own 
judgment, which nothing efcapes, and which 
cannot be deceived. If you honour mc with 
fo much confidence, be alTured that he is a 
man worthy of your favour. Add to this, that: 
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he has been always attached to your perfon, 
youF friendsi and your empire. Stephen Co* 
lonna, that renowned hero, whofe zeal for the 
emperor Henry YII. your royal grandfather, is 
known to all the world, loved Lelius as his 
fon. Alas.! that good old man fighed for your 
arrival, as Simeon did for that of the Meifiah; 
but death defrauded him of this pleafure. His 
children cheriflied Lelius as their brother; an4 
John Colonna, his grandfon, looked upon him 
as his father. I remember to have feen you at 
Avignon, leaning familiarly upon his flioulder, 
^nd.carefling him. with the greateft affe^Uon, 
Lelius poflefied the confidence of all this noble 
family. After pafling his inf^^ncy with one 
branch, and his youth with another^ he con- 
fecrated to them every moment of his life; and 
would liave ended it with them, if death had 
not cut down, almoil at one flroke, a fainily de- 
v.oted tp your fervice* Imagine them all la^ 
your feet, befeeching you to prated the man 
they loved and efteemed, and whom they had, 
as it. were, adopted. 

* I will further a4d, that Lelius was favoured 
with the good graces of pope Clement, whouj 
y ou • refpefted as your father, a»nd who loved 
you as a fon; of the king of France, who is 
united to you by blood and by friendiliip ; an^ 
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9F the cardinal de Porto, >vho does honour to 
the purple by his birth and great qualities, and 
with whom you are alfo tenderly united. After 
fo many great names, fliall I prefume to add 
my own, and recommend him to you as my 
friend? Behold how far zeal and attachment 
can heighten my confidence !* 

It is not aftonifliing that fuch a man as Pe- 
trarch defcribes Lelius, and the bearer of a let- 
ter from him, fliould be well received by the 
emperor. This prince treated him with the 
greateft diftinSion, carried him to Rome with 
Iiim, and vouchfafed to admit him into the 
moft intimate friendfhip. The emperor fet out 
from Sienna in March, with the emprefs, and 
all her train, and arrived at Rome on Holy 
Thurfday, the fecond of April. The two fol- 
lowing days he vifited the churches in the ha^ 
bit of a pilgrim. On Eafter Sunday he was 
crowned with the emprefs; and in the cere- 
mony he confirmed all the privileges of the 
Roman church, and all the promifes he had 
made to the popes Clement and Innocent 
When he came out of St. Peter's churchy he 
went, with a great retinuCy to St. John of ta- 
teran, where he dined ; and in the evening went 
to fleep at St. Laurent out of the walls, which 
was one of the promifes be had givcn^ and faith* 
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fully adhered to. Some hiftorians liave fatd^ 
the Romans offered to make him mailer of 
Rome, or defired he would re-efiabliih it ia 
its ibrmer Hate. He replied, he would think 
of it ; but when he was out of the city, he an- 
fwered, * It was not expedient to change the 
government fo often, and that they Should re^ 
icolle^l their oath to the pope.' The fall of the 
emperors, and rife of the popes, may be placed 
at this period. Petrarch thought this promife 
bf the emperor*s, ubt to fleep in Rome^ a very 
difhonourable one. *The emperor,' fays he^ 
^ came only into Italy to be crowned. The fuc- 
ceflbr of St Peter, who wears his tiara on the 
l>anks of the Rhone with as much confidence 
as he would on the banks of the Tiber, not only 
fuffer^, but orders, him to go out of Rome: 
that is to fay, he permits him to bear the title 
of emperor, and forbids him to difcharge the 
offices that belong to it. With one hand he 
bpens to him the temple where he is to receive 
the imperial crown, and with the other he fliuts 
on htm the door of the city which is the capital 
and feat of the Empire! What a con tradition 
is^his!' 

* 'Neri Morandi, a friend of Petrarch's, going 
to Rome with the emperor, had afk«d of Pe- 
trarch letters of recommendation : he gave him 

VOL. II. p 
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one to his friend Paul Auuibaldit Paul had a 
fon in the flower of. hia age, who wa& a youth 
tif great hopes:, he happetied juA at thi^ time 
to be. killed in a fray, and his enemies com- 
mitted all forts of infult3 oo bra body. The 
father, who beheld the. fight, was ftruck with 
fuch horror, that he fell dead upon the fpot^ 
* I believed,* faid Petrarch, * that the loft of fo 
many friends, and the total e^tin^ipn ^f the 
houfeof Colonna, had exh^ufted all my tears; 
Ijut I have found fome to ibed for a man 
who. had acquired my friendship by his virr 
tiies/ 

The emperor returned to Sienna in April, 
where be had great conferences with caixiinal 
Albornos, and gave him troops to, reduce the 
tyrants of Ronmnia: from thence he went to 
Pifa, where was Zanobi de Strata, the friend 
of Petrarch, and of the grand fenefehal of 
Kaplcs. 

Kicholas Aceiajoli, who loved Zanobi, pre- 
fented him to -the emperor as an orator and 
poet c^ the firft rank, and defired him to give 
him the crown of lanrel, as Petrarch had rer 
ceived it at Rome. The emperor, who piqued 
himfelf on eucour^ging men of letters, grant- 
ed his iwiueft, and crowned Zanobi himfelf, 
after declaring he was a great poet To tef^ 

5 
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tify his acknowledgment, he made a difcourfe, 
in which he thanked the prince for having re^ 
newed in his favour the ancient cuftom, and 
promifed to dedicate his talents to convey his 
^orious a6tions to pollerity. After this he 
walked through the flreets of Pifa with his 
laurel-crown, accompanied with the German 
baronsy and other difiinguiihed perfons. ViU 
lani, the hifiorian, after a fhort relation of this 
ceremony, adds a refledion very honourable to 
Petrarch. 

* There were in this age,* fays he, * two poets 
crowned ; both of them from Florence ; Mailer 
Zanobi de Strata, and Signior Francis Petrarch, 
of an ancient and worthy family in that city. 
This laft was crowned at Rome : his name is 
more known than that of Zanobi, and his re«- 
putation more extenfive: he has compofed a 
great number of works, and difcourfed on the 
moft elevated fubje^s: alfo it mud be owned 
be began earlier, and his fame was before that 
of Zanobi. Neither the one nor the other are 
known as much as they deferve; and the tafte 
for theoiogjcal ftudies, which occupies our age, 
makes their produ6iions appear frivolous, not* 
witbilanding the pteafure they are capable of 
producing.' 

There appears no work of Zanobi which 
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could put his name ia any competition with 
that of Petrarch, or that gives us room to fup- 
pofe he could deferve the honour done him: 
but the requeft of the grand fenefchal was not 
to be refufcd ; and the emperor could give 
a crown of laurel at a much eaficr rate than 
troops or fupplies. After this ceremony^ Ni- 
cholas Acciajoli went for fome days to Florence, 
where be loft the great reputation he had ac- 
quired, by the.foft and diffolute life he led; 
pafling his days and nights in feafts, balls, and 
other parties of pleafure, with the beauties of 
that city. The Florentines received him with 
honour, but refufed him the fuccours he afked, 
which, but for his conduft, fays Villani, they 
would have granted. Petrarch, who had con- 
ceived a high opinion of him, was grieved whea 
they informed him of the grand fenefcl^l's con- 
du6l, and the injury he did his reputation by 
fuch behaviour; and he ceafed correfponding 
with his favourite, the new poet; and foon after 
his elevarton received this letter from the prior 
of the Holy A}M>ftles. 

* I referve my converfation on that ibadow 
of a Cwfar till I lliall have the pleafure of fee- 
ing you. I would have wrote you what I 
thought, if I could have given to my ftyte aH 
the energy I feei at my foul. You will lament 
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his coodu6l: for my part, I cannot pardon liim 
for having crowned one of our citizens, who 
troubled the fountain of Parnalfii^. He has 
turned his head, in raifing him to an honour he 
did not deferve. He was, no doubt, ignorant 
of the wrong he did you thereby; and not o«ly 
you, but all the world.' 

Boccace was of the fame opinion with the 
prior. He reproached Petrarch that, in his let- 
ters, he gave him the name of poet. ' I do not 
merit this title,' faid Boccace, ' having never 
had the honour to be crowned with laurel.* 
^ What,' replied Petrarch, * if there were no 
laurel, muft the Mufes then keep fiience? Do 
not you think as fine verfes may be made under 
an oak or chefnutr' And, fpeakingof this coro- 
Aation in another letter, he adds, ^A barbarous 
laurel ornaments a head nouriflied by the Mufes 
of Anfania; a German cenfor dares to give hi« 
judgment of the fine Tranfalpine wits: really 
that is not fupportable!' 

Some days after this the emperor granted 
honours and rewards of another nature to the 
famous Bortoli, then at Pifa, the greateft 
lawyer of his age: he made him his counfellor, 
gave him the arnis of Boliemia, and feveral 
other privileges. In the emperor's return 
through Italy, he and his emprefs met with' 

p5 
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many affronts. The gates of mod places were 
fliut againft him. Enraged at fuch treatment, 
after being crowned emperor, he made hafte to 
pafs the Alps with great treafure, but little ho- 
nour. * His riches were increafed,' fays Villani, 
* but his fame was diminiflied.' Petrarch, who 
wanted him to refide in Italy, ilruck with hU 
fudden departure, took up the pen, and, in in- 
dignation, wrote him this letter: 

* Ah, Caefar ! how ungrateful are you ! How 
little do you know the value of things ! What 
your grandfather and others have purfued with 
labour and blood, you have obtained with eafe 
and fafety, and have as readily abandoned. You 
renounce all, to return to your barbarous coun- 
try. I dare not fay all I could, all I ought to 
fay: perfuaded that your flight caufes you much 
chagrin, I will not augment it. Go then, fince 
you will ; but never forget, that no prince before 
you ever renounced fo well-founded, fo glorious 
a profpe6l ! 

* Wifdom is not an hereditary portion; I fee 
it: not that I difpute your knowledge of go- 
vernment, and your military talents, of which 
you have given us fo many proofs; it is incli- 
nation you want; it is emulation, the fource 
of all great and glorious a61ions. LiAen to 
what your grandfather and father would fay^ 
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were they to prefent themfdvci before you as 
you pafs the Alpi: '* You have gained much, 
great Cafar, by a journey fo long cxpeflecl, 
and by fo precipitate a return! You bring back 
with you a crown of iron, a crown of gold, and 
an enrtpty title. They call you emperor of the 
Romans^ though you are in reality only king 
of Bohemia. Would to God you were not even 
that: perhaps your ambition, enclofed in nar- 
rower bounds, would make fottie effort to extend 
itfelf, and that your wants would excite you 
to recover your patrimony." Lelius brought 
ttie your farewell; it cut me to the heart; and 
he prefented me, from you, with an antique of 
Casfar. If that medal could have fpoken, what 
would it not have faid againft your making fo 
fliameful a retreat! Adieu, Cajfar! compare 
M^hat you have forfaken to what you are going 
topoffcfsl' 

Peace was at this time concluded between 
the Venetians and Genoefe, through the media- 
tion of the Vifcomtis. It coft two hundred 
tboufand florins to the Venetians while the 
treaty was in agitation. The doge that fuc- 
ceeded Dolidolo, who was called Marin Fabier, 
a venerable old man, about fourfcore years of 
age, was beheaded; it is fuppofcd, on the fol- 
lowing account. He had a handfome wife, 
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who was unfaithful to him. A young Venetian 
nobleman, of great fortune, who made love to 
one of. the maids of htrnour, having received a 
very rough reprimand from the doge for fome 
mifconduiSl he had been guilty of, to revenge 
the affront, he got this motto wrote over the 
ducal chair: ' Marin Fabier has a handfome 
wife h^ maintains, and another poffeffes her/ 
The enraged doge could obtain no more from 
the council, than the imprifonment of thi^ 
young nobleman for a month. Stung with the 
little regard the people fliewed for his author 
rity, he plotted to exterminate the order of 
nobles, and make himfelf fole lord of Venice, 
The. confpiracy was difcovered, and Maria 
Fabier was beheaded. He was fond of Pe- 
trarch, who fays, *I kne\y him formerly: he 
had more reputation than merit, more courage 
than prudence. Let his example teach his fuo 
ceffors, that they are the chiefs, but not the 
jna(lers, of the republic; or rather its houour-' 
sible fervants.' 

When Petrarch vyas re-eftabliflied at Milan, 
he fept for hjs fon John from Verona, who 
was now eighteen years of age, to have his 
education finilhed under his own eye, Johii 
had a great affeflion for a young nian whon^ 
}ie had Hnown at Parma and at Verona, where 
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he was fecretary to Azon de Correge; hi$ 
same was Modio. He was a youth of gCQius 
and knowledge, and a tolerable poet. 

Petrarch thought he could not do a better 
thing than engage this young man to com^ 
and live with him, to finiih the education of 
his fon, and to alTiil him ii\ his literary works* 
Accordingly he wrote him this letter of invita* 
tion: 

* I do not know what my fon has written, 
but I know he wiflies to be informed whether 
you can come and take up your refidence with 
nSp That you may determine with the more 
eaie, I will acquaint yoi\ with the nature and 
conditions of the fituation we propofe to you. 
lam fenfible the courts of princes are open to 
you: but if I know your charafter, you would 
prefer our poverty to their riches ; an humble in- 
dependence with a friend, above the treafures 
of the eaft under a mailer. It is not a fervant 
I feek in you, it is a friend. I propofe not to 
ypu to labour for us, but to live as we do; to 
be the mafter of your employment, and to hold 
the reins of your life. I flatter myfelf that my 
fon, who has loved and admired you from his 
infancy, will make a great progrefs under yout 
direction. If you choofe it, you iliall be aMb 
the aflbewte of my ftudies, and at liberty to 
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copy my trifles; they will pleafe me better 
vhen wrote out by your hand ; you will dif- 
cover the faults that have efcaped me. I do 
liot offer you mountains of gold, palaces of 
marble, or purple robes; but a comfortable 
mediocrity, a temporate and almoft philofophic 
cheer, retirement, leifure, and liberty. It may 
furprife you, I fliould offer to another what I 
polfefs not myfelf; but do we not every day 
behold phyficians, who are indifpofed them- 
felves, give relief and health to others? The 
luftre of an empty name, which importune9 
me, though I do not defire it, prevents my en- 
joyment of freedom and folitude; but you will 
poffefs both, at lead till you are known. This 
is all I can offer you: I fhall be happy if you 
can make it agreeable to you to partake my 
ftitdies, and engage in this manner of life. I 
forgot our being near St. Ambrofe, wliich may 
perhaps have more influence with you than all 
I have faid !* 

Modio did not accept this kind invitation: 
a principle of gratitude to Azon de Corregc 
prevented him. In a great revolution at Vero- 
na, Azon had been obliged to leave that city; 
hh eftates were confifcated, and his wife and 
cHltdren imprifoned. Modio, whofe heart was 
tilled with afie6tion and honour^ and who loved 
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Azon, would not abandon him in this con- 
dition. He followed him, and devoted himfelf 
to the education of his children. This in* 
creafed Petrarch's eftcem for his charader, and 
a very afFe£lionate correfpondence took place 
between them. 

The month of September was always criti- 
cal to Petrarch ; he generally fuffered in this 
feafon from a tertian fever. * I was obliged/ 
fays he, ^ the fits were fo violent, to pafs the 
whole of the month in bed. Had it laded 
much longer, it mud have outlived me'. In this 
ficknefs news was brought him that the eldeft 
of the Vifcomtis was found dead in his bed. 
His brothers were accufed of poifoning him^ 
from the following circumftance: one evening, 
when they were fupping together, Galeas and 
Barnabas faid to Matthew, ^ It is a fine thing 
to be a fovereign,' * Yes,' replied Matthew, 
* when one has no partners. * From this anfwer 
it was fuppofed he meant to get rid of them, 
and that they got the ftart of him. Villani 
fays, that he died like a dog, without making 
confeflion; and that his end was worthy of his 
lite, which was fpent in fuch horrible de* 
bauchery, that it does not feem neceffary ta 
afcribe the death that followed it to poifon. 
Petrarch, though he was not touched with the 
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death of fuch a man, was extremely affefted 
with the rumour tliat refle6led on Galeas, to 
whom he was tenderly attached : he would 
doubtlefs have left his court, if he had thought 
kirn guilty. As to Barnabas, there was no 
cruelty he was not capable of : he had put ta 
death, for fome unknown reafon, a prieft, fent 
by the pope to preach the crufade againil the 
tyrants of Romania: he had him roafted alive 
in a fort of iron tub, with bars like a gridiron, 
and a handle by which they kept turning it 
before the fire like a fpit. Galeas and Baruabas^ 
divided the eftates of Mattliew. 
. Petrarch began to recover in Oftober, and 
bis health was quite re-eftabliflied by a letter 
from his dear Barbatus. It was full of enthu- 
fiafm and friendiliip, and addrelTed to Francis 
Petrarch, the kingof poets. The monks had 
told BaiHjate, that in all Italy he had this title.' 
Petrarch, after politely joking his friend for his 
bUnd partiality, and refufing with fome heat 
the title he affigned him, wrote as follows : 

Before the Mufes paffed from Greece to, 
Italy, it was eafy to be the king of poets. What 
refpeft was paid to the poet Lucilius ! To dare . 
to criticife him was facrilege! What a reputa-. 
tjon had Revius and Plautus! We do them 
Juflice at prefent, but their wit and talents do 
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not equal their fame : to read their epitaphs, 
you would believe them as great as Homer and 
Virgil ! Our age is not lb eafy ; it exa^s from 
poets, works more correal and refined. We 
are furrounded with dainty wits, who are not 
lavifh of their praifes. Take care, my dear 
Barbatus, that you do not wrong me by your 
friendfliip, and overwhelm me with a falfc 
title. I fliould fear the being accufed of high 
treafon, if I took the honour you would give 
me! Where do you pretend my kingdom is 
placed ? Which are its boundaries ? There are 
but two kingdoms of poets, Greece and Italy. 
The venerable fire of Meeonia occupies the 
firft, and the fliepherd of Mantua the laft. For 
myfelf, I can only reign in my Tranfalpine 
folitude, and on the banks of the Sorgia. It is 
there alone I can fay with Ovid, in his exile 
among the Scythians, Here there is no one wit- 
tier than myfelf..' 

At the beginning of the year 1356, there 
came to Milan, to ferve under Galeas, who 
made him general of his cavalry, Pandolphe, a 
defcendant of the ancient houfe of Malatefte, 
He was a cavalier of a noble figure, and a 
fine countenance ; and, though brave and war- 
like, he loved letters and the Mufes. The 
works of Petrarch had made fuch an impref- 
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fion on him, that he fent a painter to take his 
pifture, who made him pay very dear for a bad 
likeness. He was delighted with the fociety of 
Petrarch, with whom he fpent every leifure 
moment. The great fatigues he had fuflfered, 
encamped in winter among the fnows, and in 
fummer expofed to the fcorching heats, had 
brought upon him a fevere indifpofition, which 
bad like to have coft him his life. Petrarch 
never quitted his room during his illnefs ; and 
"when he began to receiver, he M'as carried by 
bis fervants to Petrarch's houfe at St. Ambrofe, 
and finding him in his library in the midft of 
his books, * Here it is,' faid he, ' that I delight 
to behold you.' 

Galeas was fond of Pandolphe, and confided 
in his valor and fkiil; but the brutality of 
Barnabas obliged him to leave Milan. Galeas 
being attacked with the gout, ordered Pan- 
dolphe to review the cavalry : this difpleafed 
JBarnabas, who fent for him immediately. Pan- 
dolphe, kneeling down to pay his homage, 
Barnabas (Iruck him with the hilt of his fword, 
and would have killed him, but he avoided the 
firoke. Queen de Lafcale, who was prefent, 
told her liuiband, it M'as a bafe adion to at* 
tempt the life of a gentleman in his own houfe. 
Barnabas bad him put in irons, and commaud* 
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ed his head to be cut off. Galeas feot.his wife, 
and two of his officers, to befeech a pardon for 
Pandolphe. Barnabas anCwered, that he would 
fend him to his brother, for him to take revenge 
for his offence; on which Galeas feut him back 
to his own country, 

A rumour prevailed at this time, that the 
king of Hungary was coming into Italy againft 
tlie Venetians, and that he had made a league 
with the emperor. The Vifcomtis were ex- 
tremely alanned, and begged Petrarch to be 
their ambaffador to the emperor, to juftify their 
conduct, and to penetrate into his defigos, 
*They fend me into the north,' fays he, * when 
I have moft need of rcpofe. Man is made for 
labor. I love the man who fends me, and fliall 
be repaid for the fatigue, if I am fo happy as 
to fucceed in my negociation.' Petrarch went 
to Baftia, where he waited a month for the 
emperor. * This prince fmiflies nothing,' iay$ 
he: * I muft go feek him at the bottom of Bar* 
bary.' His departure was moft fortunate, for 
the city of Baftia was deftroyed a few days af- 
ter by an earthquake, which overthrew at the 
fame time more than fourfcore caftles on the 
banks of the Rhine. Petrarch defcribes this 
river in affli6iion, that ^ its ftream muft now 
run over thefe ruins.' Tliefe commotious con* 
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traued a great part of the year. Strafbourg, 
Treves, Spires, and all the towns on the Rhine^ 
were more violently agitated than the reft: the 
inhabitants of thefe towns, not daring fo conti* 
nue in them, wandered about in the fields. 

Petrarch aftived at Prague in July: he 
found the emperor employed about the fa- 
mous golden bull which he had juft beftowcd 
on the princes of the empire at the diet of 
Nuremburg, This Angular charter, which is 
at prefent the fundamental law of the empire, 
Ihews the turn of that age. It begins by an 
apoftrophe to Satan to Pride, to Luxury, Wrath, 
and Envy. The ftyle by no means anfwered the 
dignity of the fubjeft. 

Petrarch made but a fliort ftay at Prague, 
xiotwithftanding the kind reception and reqiieft 
of the emperor. This prince, though difpleail 
ed with the Vifcomlis, did not intend to make 
war againft them. His affairs in Germany 
fully employed him, and the embelliihment 
of the city of Prague. He had with him two 
prelates of diftinguiflied merit, who poffeffed 
all his confidence, and went every where with 
him ; Erneft de Pardowitz, archbifliop of 
Prague, and John Ocfko, bilhop of Olmntz. 
Petrarch formed a fliort union with them dur- 
ing his ftay at Prague, and correfponded with 
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them afterwards. £me(l faid to him feme- 
times^ ^ Friend^ I am concerned to fee you 
among barbarians.' ^ Nothing was, however/ 
fays Petrarch, ' lels barbarous • than thefe pre- 
lates, and the prince they ferved ; they were as 
gentle, polite, and affable^ as if they had been 
bom at Athens.* 

' Petrarch returned to Milan in the begin- 
Bing of September; he would not pafs this 
critical month in a foreign climate ; when he 
received from his friend Simonides the follow- 
ing letter: 

* You are returned in health, my dear Pe- 
trafchy thanks be to God ! This is the mod 
agreeable news I could receive. Life would 
be nothing to me without you. I dreaded for 
you the intemperature of the air, and fiill more 
the barbarous manners of the country you was 
in, fo different as tliey are from thofe of our 
beloved Italy. You inquired of me for a good 
houfekeeper; I found jufl fuch a one as you 
wanted ; a woman above forty years of age, neaf, 
fkilful, of good manners, and underilanding in 
a kitchen. I have ufed every argument, bi.t 
cannot perfuade her to come to you. She fays 
ilie will be a fervant no longer, as ihe can live 
byherdiftaff.^ 
Some days after Petrarch's return, there arj. 
voi^ II. q 
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rived a courier at Milan, who brought the 
news of the battle of Poitiers, in which four* 
fcore thoufand French were conquered by eight 
thoufand Englifli ; and king John and his fon 
made prifoners. Galeas Vifcomti, who loved 
France, and was attached to the family which 
governed there, wiflied to write to prince 
Charles the dauphin, and to the cardinal of Bo- 
logna, to exprefs his grief; and he begged Pe- 
trarch to compofe thefe letters* That to tlie 
prince is as follows : 

* Serene prince ! If on one fide grief forces 
from me lamentation, on the other, I am pe- 
trified and reduced to filence, wl>en I refle6); (ink 
the caprice of that blind goddefs who governs 
the human race. If by a turn oi her wheel flie 
kas overthrown your illuftrious father, with his 
fon your brother, who can hope to be iaved 
from her ftrokes ? 

' I fpeak not of the loifes all France has 
ftiftained in that fatal day, which obfcured 
the fun of that great kingdom, and ecltpied 
the greateft part of the ftars that enlightened 

it. 

* Great prince \ Your affli6lion has reached 
me at this diftance : God is my witnei^ that 
I fliare it with vou. Of what is not that in* 
&lent hand capable^ who dares toach with £ 
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crilegious hands the diadem of France ? With 
all the princes of Eurppe^ I feel this fad event: 
\jnt, befides this, I have a particular concern in 
it Your majefty will not believe me capable 
ot ever forgetting the marks of goodnefs I re- 
i:eived from your grandfather, your father, and 
yourfelf. There was in your family a fort of 
cpnteft who fhould be kindeft to a man but 
little known to you. So many benefits are en- 
graved on my heart in lines that time cannot 
efface, and that Ingratitude ihall never cover 
3vith her clouds ! And can I then fail to de* 
plore your calamity, or, under the weight with 
which you are charged at your age, endeavour 
to moderate your grief, and give you the con- 
iblation I ihould wifli to receive in your place ? 
Providence has given to your youth what he 
feldom grants to the old age of princes, to know 
the emptinefs of all things human, and the per- 
fidy of Fortune, whofe power can only be re- 
filled by a virtuous foul. You have received 
that foul from nature, and have perfected it 
by ftudy and experience ; on this is founded 
,the public hopes, and the fafety of your king* 
.donu Heaven has fpared you, to deliver and 
Tevenge your father, and to hold the reins of 
.empire for him : if the weight is above your 
years, it is not beyond your courage. The af- 
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fairs with which you are overwhelmed, will not 
permit me to intrude on your time. I con- 
clude with offering to your fervice my perfon 
and pofleffrons. Happy fhall I be if I can afford 
any faccour to your niajefty, whom I pray Hea- 
ren to confole, in granting freedom to your fa- 
ther, and vidory over his enemies/ 

The letter to the cardinal was in thctt 
words : 

Very reverend father and lord! The hor-^ 
rible cataftrophe of the king my mafler, has 
made fo deep an impreflion on me, I have hard- 
ly power to fpeak. If love does not blind me, 
all the human race ought to grieve for thfs 
difafter, and princes more than others; but 
tliofe who are attached like me, will be incon* 
folable t 

* I feel tenderly for the dauphin, but I hope 
every thing from his courage and virtues. With 
the Divine aid he fhall deliver his father, and 
fteer the helm of his abandoned kingdom, I 
thought it my duty, as it was my inclinationr, 
to exprefs thefe fentiments to him, and to you, 
my lord, who, next to him, are the moft fen- 
fibly concerned in this unhappy event Vouch- 
fafe to engage him to ufe with confidence what 
I have moft freely offered. The Lord prefervfe 
and make you profper.' 



« 
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Petrarch- could fcarcely believe it poffible 
that an invincible hero, the greateft of kings^ 
ihould be vanquiflied by fo inferior an enemy. 
The Vifcomtis at this time had enemies on all 
fides, and their city was like a veffel buffeted 
by the tempeft. * For my part/ fays Petrarch, 
* I am tranquil in the midft of thefe ftorms ; 
and if I did not hear the roaring of the waves, 
if I did not behold others in agitation, I ihould 
be ignorant that I was failing on a tempeilu- 
Oils fea, and feated at the feet of the pilot. 
Firm, without being motionlefs, I wait wiih- 
out fearing: no wind is contrary to me; on 
every ihoxc I fitid a fafe afylum* If I dared 
compare myfelf to Cato, I fliould fay I am ia 
the ftate in which he was found by his ne^- 
ph^w IJrutus ; uneafy for others, but carelefs 
about himfelf In fift, while the city of Mi*. 
Ian was the theatre of war, Petrarch revifed 
fcveral of his Italian poems. 

Soon after this, he received a letter from 
Avignon, written by Socrates, Lelius, and Gui 
Settimo, together. They all inhabited the fame 
houfe, and lived in the greateft union. Petrarch 
replies, ^ I Ihould never have believed I could 
have envied people who dwell in Babylon. Nq* 
yerthelefs, I wiflied to be with you in your 
i^oufC; ihut up from the poifonous air of that 
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infamous city, I look upon your dwelling to 
be like the Elyfian Fields in the middle of Aver- 
nus/ Some time after this he received a very 
iiugular letter from young Agapit Colonna, 
-who had formerly been his pupil, but who 
had profited very little by his inftrudlions. The 
letter was in a fliarp, unpolifhed ftyle. He 
thanked him for the pains he had taken with 
his education ; but adds, * Fortune has elevated 
and overwhelmed you with benefits. Proud of 
your tfeafures, and the elegance of your houfes, 
you defpife a poor exile, fallen from his profpe-» 
rous ftate, ill clothed, and worfe provided for, 
leading a miferable life in a little houfe near 
Bologna. You fly from, and think no more of, 
me in this poor fituation.* 

Petrarch anfwered thefe reproaches in the 
following manner : 

* I am neither rich nor poor. I have every 
thing that is neceffary, and I defire nothing 
more. It is true that my income is fomewhat 
increafed, but my expenfes are increafed in 
proportion, and I lay nothing up at the end o( 
the year. You fay you are poor; I can fcarcely 
believe that a perfon of your name and merit 
can be fo. But was this the cafe, how could 
you ever think that poverty rendered you def-^ 
picable in my eyes ? This is very oppofite to 



my charader« I defpife no one, and have al- 
ways had a Angular regard for you. If I was 
capable of contempt, it would fall upon the 
j'ich rather than the poor: Not that riches are 
contemptible in themfelves, but becaufe they 
bring fo many vices in their train. 

* Your letter has aftonilhed me beyond ex- 
jM'effion: I cannot recover my fuiprife, and I 
look upon it as a dream. You cannot think 
all you wrote: you only meant to punifh me 
for my negleA in writing to you. I will not 
juftify myfelf in that particular: I am flat- 
tered in your chagrin on that account, and kifs 
the hand that wounds me. But you ought to 
attribute my filence to my idlenefs of difpofi* 
tion, well known to you, to my occupations, 
which increafe every day, and to the difficulty 
of conveying my letters. I do not compre- 
hend what you mean by the magnificence of 
myhoufes: I dwell in a retired corner of Mi- 
lan: often a wanderer in the fields, I am igno-* 
rant t)f what paffes in the city. Adieu ! And 
if it is poffible, be perfuaded that, whether rich 
or poor, whether I write to you or keep filence, 
I fhall always be fincerely attached to you. ' 

In the beginning of -the year 1357, Peti'arch 
received a diploma fent to him by the bifliop 
of OlmutZy chancellor of the empire, by which 
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the emperor created him count palatine/ ivith 
all the privileges of that dignity, which con- 
fided in creating do6lors and lawyers, legiti-> 
mating the natural children of citizens, crown^ 
ing poets, giving difpenfations of age, &c. 
Thefe counts were fometimes alfo (lewards of 
the eftates of the prince, and receivers-general 
of his finances. The emperor had added to 
this dignity fome particular privileges, and very 
flattering encomiums. 

Petrarch, in his letter of thanks, fays, * I 
am very grateful for the fingular favour thd 
emperor has vouchfafed me, and the obliging 
expreffions with which you have heightened 
this grace. My expedations from his good*? 
nefs, and your friendfliip, are more than fatif^ 
fied : but I will not receive any gold : be not 
difpleafed that I return that oq the bull by your 
friend who brought it to me,' 

The diploma was enriched with a bull, or feal 
of gold, on one fid^ of which was the figure of 
the emperor feated on his throne, with an eagle 
and a lion; on the other, the city of Rome, 
with its temples and walls, 

Petrarch fufiained a lofs at this time, which 
he thus fpeaks of in a letter to Lelius: * An 
old Milanefe of fourfcore, who called me his| 
father, and came almoft every day to dine xyith 
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me, has paid the tribute of nature. He was a 
man of condition, but little^fortune; of a good 
chara&er, and a Hvely difpofition; though he 
was almofl in his fecond childhood. His quei^ 
lions were fo droll and uncommon, they would 
have moved a dead man to laughter. He dis- 
puted on philofophy and religion, and had an 
inexhaufiible (lorehoufe of arguments. He 
fubmitted to no one but myfelf, and that 
rather from friendfliip than conviction. He 
fatigued every one with his queftions, cfpecially 
the monks* He inquired of them, at firft (ight. 
Have you ftudied? If they faid No, he fhook 
his head, and went away without a word more; 
if they replied Yes, then he began his difpu- 
tations, turned a quedion on all fides with an 
inexhaufiible volubility, and violent peals of 
laughter. I a(ked him fometimes, with an air 
of furprife, from whence he obtained his know^- 
ledge, and where were all his books? ** Here, 
here!" replied he, rubbing his forehead; ** here 
is my library: it is from hence I draw my 
knowledge. Books were only invented to aid 
the memory, and are only tlie fupports of it3 
weaknefs." This odd aflertion diverted us exi. 
tremely. He faid nothing but what he firmly 
believed, and his opinions were the joys of his 
life, He held in abfolute contempt the rulc^ 
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of grammar, fpoke incorre6lly, and difptited 
under the armour of ignorance. He undertook 
to write a book in your name: I wilh he had 
lived to finifli it; it would have been a notable 
and moft Angular produ6lion. Three days be- 
fore his death, he came to feek me with a me- 
lancholy countenance. 1 afked him what coa- 
cerned him. He anfwered, * I am this day 
fourfcore. How manj' years think you remain 
for me? Perhaps twenty-five years, or there- 
abouts?" " Go," faid I to him, with a fmile, 
** be eafy, and you may very well reach thirty. •* 
^' If fo," replied he, '^ I am content; I defire 
Tio more." He went away, and I faw him no 
more. Three days after this they informed nie 
he was brought to my church to be interred. 
He had no (icknefs, no other difeafe but old 
age. I regret his lofs; he loved me, called me 
father; and his Angularities amufed me. Cha- 
rafters of this fort are neceflary to divert me 
from more ferious and interefting occupations. 
After having fuccoured his old age as much as 
I was able, I flied fome tears on his tomb, which 
is in my church of St. Ambrofe. This good old 
inan loved and called you his fon.' 

Petrarch had for fome time perceived in the 
letters of Lelius, a fort of confufion and cou- 
(rern. At Lad he was informed that a quarrel 
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had happened between him and Socrates, after 
having lived twenty-eight years in the ftrifteft 
friend fliip. It was occafioned by one of thofe 
bufy malicious people who are the plagues of 
fociety. They told Lelius that Socrates fpoke 
ill of him, and had even written unkind things 
of him to Petrarch, Lelius too eafil}^ believed 
fo unlikely a report, Petrarch, on this occafion^ 
wrote him a fliarp letter, in which, after having 
juftified Socrates, he conjured him to go to his 
friend immediately ; for he was perfuaded, with 
good reafon, nothing more was neceffary to re* 
COncile fuch old friends. It is to be lamented 
this letter is not inferted, which might have 
ferved for a model to others in fuch fituations. 
It had all the efFeft that was to be expefted 
from fuch an interpofition. Lelius could not 
read it without a deluge of tears. He went in 
a flood of grief to Socrates, fell upon his neck, 
and wept. Socrates embraced him in the ten- 
dereft manner. Thofe who were by could hardly 
ftand this afFefting reconciliation. Petrarch 
was full of joy when he was informed of it, and 
wrote to congratulate them both. 

In the violent heats of this year, Petrarch 
retired to a little village near the river Adda, 
three miles from Milan. * The fituation,' fays 
he, * is charming, and the air very pure* It is 
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on a little elevation in the middle of a plain^ 
furrounded on all fides with fountains; not ra* 
pid and noify, as thofe of Vauclufe, but fmooth 
and gentle in their motion. The courfe of 
thefe waters is fo intermingled, that their begin*- 
pings or endings cannot h6 difcovered. As if 
they would imitate the dance of the nymphs, 
they approach, retire, unite, and feparate alter- 
nately, in a moft agreeable and Angular manner* 
After forming a fort of labyrinth by thefe mean* 
derings, they go all together, and empty them* 
felves into the fame refervoir/ 
; John Vifcomti had chofen this fituation to 
found a Carthufian monaftery. Petrarch de-«; 
figned at firft to lodge in it, and the Carthu* 
iians confented : but as he could not do with» 
out horfes and attendants, he feared that the 
noife, and, above all, the drunkennefs, of feri» 
vants, would give trouble and diftrefs in thi^ 
holy retreat. He therefore hired a houfe in 
the neighbourhood, near enough to go there 
any hour of the day. He gave this houfe the 
iiame X)f Linterno, in memory of Scipio Afri*- 
canus, whofe country-houfe was fo called; 
and in joke fometimes he called it the In- 
ferno. 

1358. While Petrarch was in this retire* 
mejit, bq received a letter from his friend Se> 



^. PETRARCH. 23/ 

timo, who defired he would inform him of all 
the occupations and projects of his fon John* 
Petrarch wrote this anfwer : 

'The train of my life has been uniform fince • 
the frozen hand of age has extinguilhed the 
ardour of youth, and that fatal paiSion which 
fo long tormented me I But what do I fay ? 
It is the dew of heaven that has produced this 
hlefled efFeft. Do we not every day behold, 
to the ihame of humanit}^ old men plunged in 
debauchery? What a horrd and dangerous 
fpe^acle for youth ! Like a weary traveller, I 
double my fteps as I haften to the end of my 
courfe. I read and write day and night : one 
is my refrefliment after the other ; and my la- 
bours grow co^itinually. Novelty puflies me 
on, obftacles increafe my ardour, God, who 
knows my intentions, will affift me, if he fees it 
For the good of my foul. Labour is certain, 
fuccefs harzardous: I feel this in common with 
thofe who follow the fame painful courfe of 
life. I wifli pofterity to know and approve 
me: if I do not fucceed there, I fhall be 
known in my own age, or at leaft by my 
friends. Nothing more is neceffary. It would 
be even fufficient to know my own charrffter, 
if it was fuch as it ought to be; but with this, 
"alas I I cannot flatter myfelf. Whatever Ihall 
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be the fuccefs of my labours, I pray that God 
will not abandon nie in old age, and, above alL 
it/my death. My health is fo good, my body 
^.4 f^ ftrong, that neither increafe of years, ferious 
occupations, abftinence, nor the ftrokes of grief, 
have been able to fubdue this fiubborn afs, on 
vhich I make continual war. 

* As to fortune, I poffefs that happy medium 
which is equally diftant from both extremes ; ex* 
cept in one point, that I am more fought after 
than I would be, or than fuits with my repcrfe. 
I am loved without being known or feen, apd 
that is perhaps the reafon of it. I have already 
paffed an olympiad at Milan, a thing which 
Bjeither myfelf nor my friends thought poitible; 
fo true it is, we ought never to fay, here I will 
live, or there I will die ; for we can be certain 
of nothing in this world. The kindnefs I have 
received at Milan, attaches me not only to its in* 
habitants, but to its. houfes, land, air, and even 
its walls; not to fpeak of my friends apd ac* 
quaintance. I refide in a very retired corner of 
the city towards the weft. 

* An ancient religious cuftom draws the peo- 
ple on Sundays to the church of St. Arobrofct 
who^is my neighbour:' the reft of the week 
this fpot is a defert. Behold what this great 
faint does for his gucft : he confoles me by his 

5 




V; PETRARCH, 23^ 

prefence; he gives fpiritual fuccour to my foul, 
and faves it from difguft. Uivder the fhelter of 
his wingSy I fee the tempefts, and hear the noife 
of the waves, but they come not near to trouble 
me. When I go out to pay my duty to my 
mafter, or for fome other bufinefs, (which rarely 
happens,) Ifalute every one, on the right fide 
and on the left, by a fimple motion of my head, 
without flopping or fpeaking to any. My in- 
creafe of fortune has made no alteration in my 
diet or fleep, which you know was always ilen- 
der ; on the contrary, I retrench ftill, and fliall 
foon have nothing more to diminifh. I am only 
in bed while I fleep, except I am fick. It ap- 
pears to me that fleep fo ftrongly refembles 
death, and the bed our tomb, that the idea 
gives me a difguft to my bed, from which I rife 
the moment I awake, and go into my library. 
I generally do this in the middle of the night, 
except when the nights are at the fliorteft^ 
I grant to Nature only what flie commands^ 
imperioufly, and which it is not poflible to re- 
fufe her. 

* I am always fond offolitude and filence; 
but when I am with my friends, I am difpofed 
to converfe a great deal: this happens, perlups, 
becaufe I fee them feldom : and I would com- 
penfate for the filence of a year by the prate 
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of a day ; and whea my friends depart, I be*' 
come dumb again. 

* Nothing is fo fatiguing as to converfe with 
siany, or with one whom we do not love, and 
who is not converfant with the fame fubjeftr 
as ourfelves. I refemble thofe people of whom 
Seneca fpeaks, who take life in detail rather 
than in the grofs. I have taken a houfe a 
league from Milan, to flielter me from the 
heats, in a fine clear air, where I am ftill more 
at liberty than in the town. Here my table is 
abundantly fupplied; the peafants are ambi- 
tious which fliall bring me mod fruits, fifli, 
ducks, and all forts of wild fowl. There is ia 
my neighbourhood a fine monaftery of the 
Carthufians, newly founded, where I can enjoy, 
at all hours of the day, the pure and delightful 
pleafures of religion. The gates are always 
open tome; a privilege few people poffefs : but 
we ihould take care not to give trouble to 
others in feeking our own convenience, and 
this prevented my lodging there. It appears 
to me, that it is here we mod frequently fail in 
delicacy; and it is becaufe we are more occu- 
pied with ourfelves than folTcitous for our fel- 
low-creatures. In this happy retreat I wi(h 
for nothing but my old friends. I was rich in 
many fuch formerly, but death and abfenc^ 
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have dimioiihed thefe pofl*eflion$, and they are 
only to be regained in imagination. Your fo* 
ciety, and that of Socrates, I long flattered 
myfelf with obtaining. If you perfift in your 
rigour, I muft draw all the confolation I can 
from my pious monks. Their converfation is 
neither bright nor wife, but it is innocent and 
holy. Their repafls are not inviting; but there 
is a perfe6i freedom in their company; and their 
prayers will be my great confolation both in Itfe^ 
and at death. 

' Solomon has told us that riches draw para- 
fites. I have never obtained fo much of them 
as to experience this truth. The little gold I 
have pafles through my fingers, and my coffer 
is rather a palTage than a dwelling-place for it. 
I know that it is made to folace the wants, 
and not to nourifh the paffions, of men. In 
this view it was originally fought from the 
mines, purified, flruck, and ftamped. He who 
expends it properly, is its matter; he who lays 
it up, its keeper; he who loves it, a fool; he 
who fears it, a flaye ; he who adores it, an ido- 
later : the truly wife man is he who defpifes it 
You wifh to hear news of our young man ; I 
don't know what to fay about him : his man* 
ners are gentle, and the bloflbms of his youth 
promife fruit; of what fort it will be I cannot 
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yet guefs ; but I think X can flatter myfelf he 
will be an honeft man. I know he has under- 
ftandlng: hfiVot what ufe is untJerftanding if 
not cdttivated by ftndy ? He flies from a book 
as He would fly from the face of a ferpcnt 

* If hrs difpCofition pleafcjj me, I S?e with 
grtef that idleffefs m\l rediice it to nothing, 
f raytrs, careflcs, menaces, and pains, all Have 
beeti tiied by me ^thout fuccefs: Nature has 
always furmoimted my endeavours. I have 
nothing, however, to reproach myfelf with ; 
aftd 1 will be fetisffied if, as I Itope, he turns 
out a good man. The glory that letters be*- 
flow, is, ffo doubt, greatly defirable; but it is 
difficult to acquire : it is TOore eafy to live a 
life of virtue than a life of fame. We patdbn 
a mati if he is not wife, but we never for^ve 
him if he i^ defeifiHre in goodneft ; and Tfce* 
iniftocles faid, he loved the man much betted 
wlio was without Wtters/ than letters without 
tire man.' 

This yeiar the " Viltomtis^ laid fiege to Pavia. 
There was in this city a man of Angular eha* 
raiSer, who was called James fioflalaro : his 
father was a tfiink-maker.. He early aban* 
doned t'be Vorld, to live in a defert the life of a 
hermit, and afterwards took the habit of the 
order of St. Aiiguftiue, and accjuired great re- 



putation for knowledge and piety: nothing wal 
talked of at Pavia but the eloquence of brother 
James. Encouraged bythefe attention!), he 
declaimed with vehet^eace againft ufury, mo** 
nopolies, and the ornamcnta^ ofdrefs; and th6 
efFefl of his preaching was a thorough reforma«^ 
tioa. Ufurers were no more feen at Pavia; 
and even the ladies remounced' their finery* 
After this he began to attack tyranny and ty^ 
rants, and exhorted the Pavians to eftabliih iL 
republican government. The people liilened 
to him greedily, confplied wkh all his regula* 
tious, and gave him fixly men for hie guard { 
fo that the lords of Beccaria, then governors of 
Pavia, did iiot dare to oppoTe fajm; and he 
became maft^, in f^d, though without any 
change of his monaliic life, aad his commands 
were confidered as bleffiiigs. ^ The fermons of 
a little monk,' lays VillMii, ^ did a]J this/ 

Petiarch wrote a letter to brother James, re^ 
pcefenting to him how ill war fuited the hab^ 
of a 4nonk ; and that it -was ^iQeumbent on him 
to promote peace, rather than few the Earned 
of difcord : but it made noimpreffioo on liinl. 
When the Vifcomtis laid £ege to Pavia, «be 
citizens were d^prefled by famicie, and b^gan te 
fee 4iicouraged. Brother James * never ^ oeafed 
Co ammate tkitm by his preachings, and wkh 
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a prophetic tone announced vi6ioiy. One day 
their money failing, be fpoke with fo much 
force againft luxurj, that the ladies brought 
him their jewels and rich habits, and the men 
all the gold and lilver they pofiefled^ He got 
the former fold at Venice, and obtained a con- 
fiderable fum for them, which ferved to.fup- 
port them for fome time : but they were at laft 
obliged to capitulate. Brother James treated 
with GaleaSy who ihewed him the utmoft re- 
fpe^ and granted all his demands. After 
haying concerted with him the neceflary regu- 
lations, he brought him to Milan, where, as 
foon as he arrived, he delivered him up to the 
monks of his order, by whom brother James 
was (hut up in a ilrong prifon, with very little 
light, fays V illani, and a great many wants ; 
where, no doubt, he repented he had not fol- 
lowed the good advice of Petrarch. 

The year 1358 was almoft wholly emplc^ed 
by Petrarch in his treatife on the remedies of 
good and bad fortune. It is dedicated to his 
friend Azon de Correge, whofe pad lifb, and 
prefent fituation, occafioned him to undertake 
this work. In his dedication he defcrihes it as 
follows : 

^ When I coniider the infiability of human 
affairs, and the variations of fortune, I find 
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nothing more uncertain or reftlefa than the life 
of man. Natare has given to animals an ex** 
cellent remedy under difafters, which i» th6 
ignorance of them. We feem better treated ia 
intelligence, forefight, and memory. No doubt^ 
thefe are admirable prefents; but they oftea 
annoy more than they affift us* A prey to un« 
ttfeful or diflrefliug cares, we are tormented by 
the prefent, the pafi, and the future; and, as 
if we feared we ifaould not be miferable .enough^ 
we join to the evil we fuffer, the remembrance 
of a former difirefs, and the appreheniion of 
ibme future calamity. This is the Cerberus with 
three heads M'e combat without ceafing. Oiir 
life might be gay and happy if we wo\ild : but 
we eagerly &ek fubjeds of afflidion, to render 
it irkfome and melancholy. We pafs the firft 
years of this life in the (hades of ignorance, the 
fucceeding ones in pain and labour, the latter 
part in grief and remorfe, and the whole in er« 
ror : aor do we fuffer ourfelves to pofiefs one 
bright day without a cloud. 

^ Let us examine this matter with fincerity, 
and we ihall agree that our diftrefles chiefly 
arife from ourfelves* It is virtue aloae which 
can reader us fuperior to Fortune : we quit her 
^odard, and the combat is no longer equaL 
f:4[>rtuae mocks us ; ifae turns us on her wheel ; 
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ihe raifes and abafes us at her pleafure^ but 
her power is foimded on our weaknefs. This 
is an old rooted evil, but it is not incurable : 
there is nothing a firm and elevated mind can- 
not accompliih. The difcourfe of the wife, and 
theiludybf good books, are the bed remedies 
I know of; hut to thefe we muft join the con- 
fejit of the foul, without which the beft advice 
will be ufelefs. ^ What gratitude do we not owe 
to thofe great men who, though dead many 
ages before us, live with us by their works, dif- 
courfe with us, are our mailers and guides, and 
ferve us as pilots in the navigation of life, where 
our vefTd is agitated without ceafing by the 
ftorms of our paflions ! It is here that true 
philofopfay brings us to' a fafe port, by a fure 
and cafy paflage; not like that of the fchbols^ 
which raifmg us on its airy and deceitful wings^ 
and caufi^g us to hover on the clouds of frivo- 
lous difpute, lets us fall without any light or 
infirudion in the fame place where ihe took 
us up. 

^ Dear friend, I do not attempt to exhort 
you to the ftudy I judge fo important. Nature 
has given you a tafie for all knowledge, but 
Fortune has denfed you the leifure to acquire 
at : yet, whenever you could (leal a moment 
imm public ailuii^s, you fongbt th€ converfa-* 
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tion of wife men ; and I have remarked, that 
your memory often ferved you iuftead of books* 
It is therefore unneceifary to invite you to dq 
what you have always done; but, a^ we cannot 
retain all we hear or read, it may be ufeful to 
furniih your mind with fome maxima that 
may bed ferve to arm you againd the aflfauUa 
of misfontune. . The vulgar, and even philofo- 
phers, have decided, that adverfe fortune was' 
mod difficult to fudaln. For my owa part, I am 
of a different opinion, and believe it more eafy 
to fupport adveriity than profperity { and that 
Fortune is more treacherous anddangerou^wheii 
flie carefles than when fhe difmays. £xperi^ 
ence has taught me this, not bookf or argu* 
ments. I have feen many perfons fudiain great 
lofles,^ poverty, exile, tortures, death, and eveti 
difotders that were woife than de^th, with 
courage; but I have feen none whofe heads 
have not been turned by power, riches, and 
honours. jHow often have we ^held th'oi'^ 
overthrown by good fortune,- who could never 
be ihaken by bad! This made ma wi(h to 
leam how to fupport a great fortune. Vou 
know the ihort time this work has taken ; I 
have been iefs. attentive to what might fhine, 
than to what might be ufi^ful, on this fubjedt 
Truth and virtue are the wealth of all men, 
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and ihall I not difcourfe of thefe with my dear 
Azon ? I would prepare for you^ as in a little 
portable box, a friendly antidote againfl the 
poifon of good and bad fortune. The one re- 
quires a rein to reprefs the fallies of a tranfport* 
€d foul ; the other a confolation, to fortify the 
overwhelmed and affiiAed fpirit 

* Nature gave you, my friend, the heart of a 
king; but fhe gave you not a kingdom, of 
which therefore Fortune could not deprive you. 
But I doubt whether our age can fumiih an 
example of worfe or better treatment from her 
than yourfelf In the firfl part of your life, you 
was bled with an admirable confiitution, and 
aHoniihing health and vigour : fome years aflei 
we beheld you thrice abandoned by the phy« 
ficians, who defpaired of your life. The hea^ 
venly Phyfician, who was your fole refburce^ 
reftored your health, but not your former 
ilrength. You were then called iron-footed, 
for your fingular force and agility : you are now 
bent, and lean upon the ihoulders of thofe 
whom you formerly fupported. Your country 
beheld you one day its governor, the next an 
exile. Princes difputed for your friendihip, and 
fifterwards confpired your ruin. You lofi by 
death the greatefl part of your friends ; the 
rei^i according to cuilom^ defeited you. in cHx^ 
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mity. To thefe Bfiisfortones was added a vio 
lent difeafe, which attacked you when yoa 
were defiitute of all fuccours, at a diftance from 
your country and family, in a (Irauge land, in- 
veiled by the troops of your enemies ; fo that 
thofe two or three friends whom Fortune had 
left you, could not come near to relieve you. 
In a word, you have experienced every hard- 
ibip, but im|)rifonment and death, fiut what 
do I fay ? You have felt all the horrors of the 
former, when your faithful wife and children 
were (but up by your enemies ; and even death 
followed you, and took one of thofe children, 
for whofe lois you would willingly have facri- 
ficed your own. 

• ' In you have been united the fortunes of 
Pompey and Marius : but you were neither ar- 
rogant in profperity, as the one; nor difcouraged 
in adverfity, as the other. You have fupported 
both in a manner that has made you loved by 
your friends, and admired by your enemies* 
There is a peculiar charm in the ferene and 
tianqoil air of virtue, which enlightens all 
around it, in the midll of the darkeft fcenes^ 
and the greateft calamities. My ancient friend- 
ihip for you has caufed me to quit every thing; 
to perform a work, in which, as in a glais, you 
may adjufl and prepare your foul for all events; 
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and be able to fay, as ^neas did to the Sybil, 
/^.Nothing of this is new to me ; I have forefeen, 
and ain prepared for it all." I am feniiblie that* 
'm the diforders of the mind, as well as tbofe 
of the body, difcourfes are not thought the 
moil efficacious remedies ; but I am perfuaded 
alfo, that the malady of the foul ought to be 
cured by fpiritual applications. If we fee ft 
friend in difirefs, and give him all the confo^' 
lation we are able, we perform the duties of 
friendfbip, which pays more attention to the 
difpofition of the heart, than the value of the 
gift A fmall prefent may be the tefiimoBj 
of a great love. There is no good I do not 
wifh you ; and this is all I can offer toward it; 
I wilh this little treatife may be of ufe to you. 
If it ihould not anfwer my hopes, I ihall, how* 
ever,, be fecure of pardon from your friendihipw 
It prefents you with. the four great pailionA; 
Hope and Joy, the daughters of Profperity; Fe^ 
^nd Grief, the offspring of Adverfity ; who a^ 
tack the foal, and lance at it all their afrow9. 
Reafon commands in the citadel to reptilfe 
them: your penetration will eafily perceive 
which fide will obtain the vi6lory.' 

This treatiiie of Petrarch's made a great noife; 
the. oaoment it appeared, every one was eager 
(Q obtain it. It is full of genius, eruditioOf 
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and true philofophy, and enlivened by a thou« 
iand examples both from ancient and modern 
hiftory. We muft add, in jiiftice to Petrarch, 
that the misfortunes of Azon de Correge never 
leflened his friendfhip for him to his death* 
The caufe of his fufFerings and exile is not very 
certain. Three of his fervants were hanged; 
and he only faved his life by retiring to Ferrara; 
and at lad went to Mantua^ to live with the re- 
lations of his wife* 

In June, 1358, a peace was concluded be* 
tween this Gonzaguas, lords of Mantua, and the 
Vifcomtiis, to which Petrarch, by his influence, 
greatly contributed. One of the articles of it 
was, that Ugolin Gonzagul fhould efpoufe Ca- 
therine Vifcomti, the daughter of Matthew 
Vifcomti* The marriage was celebrated at 
Milan with great magnificence. At the fame 
time Barnabas had a child baptifed. The feafts 
on theie occalions laded (everal days, with 
games alid tournaments, abd all kind of re^ 
jorcings. 

Petrarch was a great part of the fummer at 
Linterno. The Garthufians, with whom he 
fpent much of his time, talked of nothing but 
the fanftity and virtues of their general. Thia 
was. Joba Bird, whoni the cardinals would 
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have made pope after the death of Clement, if 
the cardinal de Tsullerand had not oppofed it 
Petrarch was prefled by thefe monks to write to 
John Birel, as the prior of the Carthufians at 
Milan was going to a general chapter held in 
the great monaftery of that order. His letter 
16 dated, ' From the monaftery of the Carthu- 
fians at Milan, where I dwelL* 

' Full of aftonifhment and admiraticm, I 
fpeak to you as I would fpeak to Jefus Chrift 
himfelf, who, no doubt, dwells in your heart: 
for the heart of the juft, is it not the temple of 
God? Ihey fay you are an angel, and that 
you lead the life an angel would do if he was 
on earth. For my part, I behold you as a fiar 
which rifes from the monaftery of the Car* 
thufians to enlighten a finfiil world, as we fee 
the morning fun rife from the eaftern moun* 
tain to illuminate the world. How happy are 
you I How miferable am I ! THiile I am ftnig- 
gling with the tempeftuous waves of time^ 
in continual view of the death I dread, you 
are arrived iafe in port, and, fb to fpeak, en* 
tered into the porch of paradife, with the hope^ 
or rather the afltirance, of a blefTed and endlefs 
lifer 

After befeeching the bleffing of his prayers 
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that God would infpire his mind with unfeigned 
charity, perfed piety, and holy religion, he 
finifhes his letter thus : 

' From whence can my confidence arife to 
a man I have never feen? It is not my merit 
which gives it, but my love for you and your 
pious flock. It is the idea of your piety which 
makes me hope an eafy accels to your favour. 
We fometimes love thofe the bed we do not 
perfonally behold. Sinner as I am^ I fee you 
in Jefus Chrift, who views us all, and whom 
we behold in all things. I would, however, 
that my eyes alfo rejoiced in this fight; and, 
though I daily hear of your pious words, that 
my ears could enjoy them from your own 
mouth. In fine, though I embrace you ten- 
derly with my foul, I wifli to enfold you in my 
arms, and kifs that hand I revere, that hand 
confecrated to God. I know you better thau 
you imagine. Placed on a facred elevation, 
your virtue makes you known of many with 
whom you are not acquainted. To this is joined 
that precious pledge I have confided to your 
care, that only brother enrolled in the militia 
of Jefus Chrift, under the banners of your pro- 
teSion. Of all the gifts I have received from 
Nature or Fortune, none is fo dear to me as he 
is. I know that you love him as your fon. 

i 
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You have taken: him from me. I am confoled; 
I rejoice, nay, I glory, in a brother li^orthy to 
ferve Jefus Chrift in your holy family. This 
has infpired me with confidence towards you. 
The prior of the Carthufians at Milan, who will 
prefent you with my letter and ray homage^ 
will confirm my affeSionate fentimeats for you 
and your order, * 

John Birel, in his anfwer to Petrait:h, reprir 
mands him (everely for the praifes be had given 
him ; faying, that it was ^not right to praife any 
<me to their face. He exhorts Petrarch to em^ 
ploy the great talents God had given faim in 
w.orks on morals and devotion ; and, in particu^ 
lar, defired he would write a treatife on the 
dignity of human nature, which pope loaoceiit 
III. had promifed to the world when he publiifli'» 
ed his treatife on the mifery of man. : 

Petrarch, after juflifyiug himfelf for .th6 
praifes he had beflowed, by the examples of tlie 
greateft faints, Auguftine, Jerome, Ambrofis^ 
&.C. fays, ^ I could make you the fame re^ 
proaches with much better foundation. I nei* 
ther claim nor merit the praifes you have be* 
(lowed on my genius. You defire me to make 
good the promifes of others, who have not 
time to fulfil my own. Perhaps, alfo, it was a 
fubje^l tQo difficult for the great pope, and 
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what then will it be for me? Innocent III. was 
one of the wifeA men of bi3 age, and did ho* 
Bouf to the holy fee. IJe knew tliat humaQ 
mifeiy was au extetifive, and human felkky 4 
&ort and delicate fubjefi. 

^ I am engaged in a. treatife 00 the remedies 
of good and bjul fortune, in which I try to 
i«pprefs, or extirpate^ if poffible, the paffiotis of 
tiie fouL I was in the chapter of grief and mi^ 
fiwpy when I received your letter. I apprehend 
thMt the malady of the foul called grief^ ^nft only 
be tHred by tlie fubjeS of joy we are flirni£hed 
with- from /doie dignity of human. nature^ One 
would have rraagined you knew what I was 
about when you wrote, and that you meant your 
letter as a Ipur: it is certain I am animated by 
it The honour of your notice, and the plea* 
fure of obeying your commands, ihall infpire me 
with c.<^itage ; and if I cannot treat the fubje£l 
10 particular da you deCre, you ^fill accept it as 
confidered mote generally in the treatife I have 
inentioned." , 

The correffpondence of Petrarch with John 
Birel wasihort This general of the Garth u- 
fians died £6on after, with the higheil reputation 
for his piety, and good works. 

Petrarch, had an inflammation in his leg 
whileJhe was at Linterno, occafioned by a large 
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Tolume of Ckero*s Epifiles falling on it as he 
was reaching it down, and this happened more 
than once. ^ I could not help/ fays he, ' afk- 
ing Cicero, with a fmile, Why do you firike 
the man who loves you fo much? His leg 
was fo bad through negled;, that advice was fent 
for, and the phyficians thought it muil be cut 
off; but by reft and fomentations he recovered. 
* It is lingular,' adds Petrarch, ^ that from my 
childhood, the accidents I have met with have 
always chofen this leg; which have made one 
of my fervants call it pleafantly, The leg of ill 
fortune. In reality, thefe are motives to. be- 
lieve in fate ; and why not, if by this word we 
underftand providence?* 

As foon as he recovered, Petrarch took a 
little journey to Bergamo, eight leagues from 
Milan. The occafion of it was this. There 
was in that city a goldfmith of excellent ikill 
in his trade : he was bom with a lively genius, 
and would have made a great progreis in let- 
ters, if he had applied to them early; but he 
was fomewhat advanced in life when this hu- 
mour took hold of him. It foon abforbed his 
whole attention, and caufed him to negled his 
trade. Struck with the renown of Petrarch, 
he was determined, whatever it cofi him, to 
become acquainted with fo great a man, and 
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to merit lifs efteem. He tried feveral methods 
to introduce himfelf, and at lad fucceededA 

• It would have been barbarous/ fays Petrarch, 

* to have refufed him what coft me fo little^ 
and delighted him fo much.* The favourable 
reception that Petrarch gave him, quite turned 
his head : his joy was expreffed in his counter 
liance, gait, and geftures. He fpent a g^at 
part of his fortune in having the name and arms 
6f Petrarch either chafed, carved, or inlaid^ 
upon every thing in his houfe ; and, at a great 
cxpenfe, he got all his writings copied : for Pe-* 
trarch had given to his ardent entreaties what 
he had denied the greateft princes. By de- 
grees, he entirely changed his charafter and 
manner of life, and abandoned his trade, which 
was a very profitable one. 

Petrarch repeatedly told him it was too late 
to devote himfelf to ftudy, and that he ought 
on no account to quit his bufinefs. Obedient 
to his advice on every other fubjefl;, and liften- 
ing to him as an oracle, he would not be per- 
fuaded in this matter to alter his refolution, 
but fliut up his (hop, and fpent all his time in 
the fchools of the profeflbrs, in which that city 
abounded. 

Be was paffionately defirous that Petrarch 
ihould vifit him at Bergamo. ^ One day only,* 

VOL. II. s 
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feid he, ' woald he honour my boufe with his 
prefence, it would be my glory and felicity for 
ages.' Petrarch kept him in fufpenfeyfor forae 
years; but at lafl, moved with his earned fup« 
plications, and the pleafure he felt in beftow- 
kig bappinefs, he went to Bergamo; though 
feme of his friends were againft it, and thought 
it would be demeaning himfelf. The jeweller, 
whofe name was Henry Copra, came to fetch 
him ; and, that he might be amufed upon the 
road, he brought with him fome men of genius, 
whofe converfation might be agreeable to him. 
Some of Petrarch's friends followed, curious to 
obferve the event of this fingular vifit When 
they came to Bergamo, the governor, com- 
manding officer, and principal people of the 
city, came out to meet Petrarch, and rendered 
him the greateft honours. They would have 
lodged him in the city hotel, or fome palace* 
The goldfmith was terrified left he ihould not 
be preferred. But he was^ unjuft to Petrarch^ 
who was faithful to his promife, and went, 
with the friends who followed him to his 
houfe. He had made vaft preparations: the 
houfe was magnificently decorated, the cham- 
ber deftined to Petrarch hung with purple, the 
bed gilt, and the banquet was a royal one. 
His library wa» more like a fcholar s devoted 
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to letters, than a tradefmaa's, who had fpent 
his life in a ihop. 

Petrarch went away the next day, fatiated 
with honours and good things. Never was a 
hoft fo delighted with his gueft : his joy was fo 
immoderate, that his relations feared he would 
fall fick, or turn fool. The governor, and a 
great train, accompanied Petrarch much fur- 
ther than he defired. The goldfmith would 
not quit him, and they were obliged at lad to 
force him away. 

Petrarch arrived that night at Linterno, 
where he paffed the reft of the autumn of 1358. 
He had a letter from Lelius, in which he in- 
forms him, that the office of apoftolic fecretary 
was conferred on Zanobi de Strata, but had 
been folicited for him by his friends. Petrarch, 
after repeating what he had fo often (aid on this 
fubje£l, adds, 

* It gives me pleafure Zanobi has this em- 
ployment: I love and am fure of being be- 
loved by him. AmoQg fo many enemies of 
God and man, we ihall at leaft have one friend 
in that court. But I lament the lofs of the 
Mufes, and I pity his fate. In accepting this 
office, he has had more regard to riches than 
reputation, life, or repofe. It was not long 
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ago he joked me in a friendly manner for choo»- 
fing a turbulent and noify city for my HelicotJ. 
He was ignorant of the free, retired, and tran- 
quil life I lead at Milan. He difapproved alfo 
of my Ctuation in Provence, fuppofing it im- 
poffible for any one to be happy on that fide 
the Alps. Neverthelefs, at Vauclufe, if, rc- 
fpeding my body and my errors, I led the life 
of a man, with refpe6l to the peace of my 
mind, I led the life of an angel. When Za- 
nobi talked in this manner, he did not forefec 
he fhould foon be an exile from Italy, and an 
inhabitant of the Babylonian Parqaflns. If I 
know him, he will often regret his country, 
and the leifure he enjoyed at Naples, and will 
envy the freedom I poflefs at Milan. He will 
be richer, no doubt; but he will be lets 
happy/ 

1S59- It was the moft fevere weather when 
Petrarch wrote this letter ; his ink was frozen, 
his hand benumbed. It fnowed violently: fo 
great a quantity had never been feen between 
the Alps and the Appennine. Many villages 
and houfes in the country fuffercd extremely. 
At Bologna the fnow lay fixty feet deep; and 
they made a vault under it, where the young 
people had feafis and diveriions, Villani, and 



other hiftorians, fpeak of this ihow, which feJl 
in February, as exceeding what had been known 
in the memory of man. 

Petrarch's fon was at this time at Avis:non. 
Simonides, who was there alfo, after fpeaking 
of their common friends, Lelius, Socrates, &c. 
with all the warmth of friendlhip, talks to 
bim of his fon, whom he calls John Petrarcli. 
* He hardly ever leaves me,' fays he. "* He 
amufes me by his converfation, and teaches 
Hie many things. I find him gentle and mo- 
deft; a good (ign in a young man, if we may 
believe Seneca. I conjure you not to give ear 
too lightly to what may be faid againft him: 
either I am much deceived, or you will fee 
bim one day almoft fuch as you wifli him to 
be.* Wc are not told why Petrarch's fon went 
to refide at Avignon, or what he had done to 
incur his father's difpleafure. 

Petrarch had a vifit this year from his friend 
Boccace. United by the fame genius and dif- 
pofition, they wrote often, and had a tender 
regard for each other. They had been but 
little together before, and this re-union con- 
firmed their friendfliip. Boccace called Pe- 
trarch his mafter, and ej^prefl'ed great obliga- 
tions to him for the knowledge he had com- 
muuicated to him. His chara^er had been 

33 



262 THE LIF£ or BOOK 

diffipated and libertine; and he confefTes that 
to Petrarch ^ he owed the converfion of his 
heart His Decameron, which he wrote ia 
1348, is a proof of the freedom of his fenti-r 
ments in the early part of his life. He was 
about forty-five years old when he came to 
Milan. Petrarch convinced him it was iliame* 
ful at his age to lofe his time among women; 
that he ought to employ himfelf in more ferious 
purfuits, and turn his folicitude towards Heaven, 
jnflead of fixing it upon the earth. His ejc** 
logues, like thofe of Petrarch, are obfcure and 
enigmatical. 

After paffing fome days at Milan, his afifairs 
obliged him to return to Florence in the be- 
ginning of April. The weather was ftormy, 
and the waters out. Petrarch begged he. would 
-write to him as foon as he had paiTed the Po, 
and the other rivers, which he did. 

Petrarch writing to Simonides, fpeaks thus 
of this vifit : 

* We have pafled our days delightfully, but 
they Aided too fall away. We only wanted 
you to complete our fociety. I could not be 
cafy at my friend's fetting out in fuch bad wea« 
thcr, till I learned he had pafled fafely the king 
of rivers: he has only after this to crofs the 
Appennine, that father of the mountains. Thia 



friend knows all my thoughts, and will give you 
a faithful account of my tranfa^lions/ 

Simonides anfwered Petrarch from Flo- 
rence: * Be at peace; our dear Boccace has 
paffed the king of rivers, and the father of 
mountains, and is arrived here fafe^ and id good 
health.' 

Soon after his arrival at Florence, Boccace 
fent Petrarch a fine copy of Dante's poem^ 
which he had taken the pains to copy ; and he 
apologifes for the praifes he gives him, by 
faying he was his firft mailer, the firft light 
which illuminated his mind. It was generally 
thought Petrarch was jealous of Dante, becaufe 
he had no copy of his works. Petrarch was 
concerned that Boccace fliould udopt this opi- 
nion, and wrote to him as follows: 

* The praifes you have given to Dante are 
well founded, worthy both of him and you; 
and much more flattering than thofe applaufes 
of the vulgar, which difturb the peace of his 
manes. 

* If w^ owe much to the fathers of our bo- 
dy, how much more are we indebted to thoie 
who have formed our mind ! I unite with you 
in praifing this great poet, whofe ftyle is vulgar, 
but whofe fentiments are noble and beautiful, 
I am only difpleafed that you know me fo 
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little, by whom I wifli to be perfe6lly known; 
of all the plagues of the foul, I am the leai^ 
aflaulted by envy. My father wa$ ftriftly 
united with Dante, and the fame ill fortune pur^ 
fued them both. Neither injuftice, exile, nor 
poverty, neither the love of his wife or children^ 
could take this poet from his (ludies, though 
they required filence and repofe; for this I caa 
pever enough admire him. J fee many reafons 
for loving, but none for hating or defpifing him* 
His genius, fentiment, ^nd humour, excellent 
in their kind, place him very far above con* 
tempt. I feared when young, to read writers 
in the fame language, left, by hazard, I fhould 
copy their fentiments or manner. I have al- 
ways avoided with care every kind of imita^ 
tion ; and if it has happened, it has been by ac-^ 
cident: this was the reafon I did not read 
Dante then, though I admire him iincerely 
now; and was I envious, it mud be of the 
living; for death is the tomb of envy - as well 
as of hatred. All that I can be reproached for 
is, that I have faid, he fucceeded bed in the 
vulgar tongue, both in verfe and profe: that 
he rifes higher, and pleafes moft, in this, you 
will agree with me; and what author is there 
who has fucceeded equally in every ftyle? 
This was not even granted to Cicero, Virgij^ 
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Sallufi, or Plato, >vhen eloquence, now dead^ 
was at its height. It is fufficient for a man to 
excel in one fpeciesf of writing. I had this 
upon my mind, and I am confoled now that I 
have expreffed it to you.* 

In May, 1359, Petrarch received a letter 
from the emprefs Ann, to inform him of the 
birth of a daughter, and the joy this event had 
given her. She had been married five years 
without any children* 

Petrarch, in his anfwer, expreffes his grati- 
tude for the great honour ihe had done him ; 
and enumerates the illuilrious women whofe 
virtues, courage, and great adions, liave given 
them fuch juft renown. 

Petrarch being informed his friend, the 
biihop of Cavaillon, was returned from Ger- 
many to his diocefe, after he had been in qua- 
lity of nuncio to the pope, wrote to congra- 
tulate him on his arrival; and fays, ' I dread 
inore than death, thofe long and dangerous 
journies you take fo often ; it is time for you 
to repofe yourfelf. - I cannot exprefs the ardent 
4efirc I have to behold you again; it is now 
feven years that we have been feparated. I 
was in my youth abforbed in love; in age I am 
wrapped up in my friends; chilled in one pe- 
fipd, ai^d warmed in the other. I refign wha( 
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I once adored, and I adore thofe I then only 
loved. At the moment when you lead think 
of it, you will, perhaps, fee me in your library. 
On the banks of my river, or in my cave, I wait 
for my Socrates, or rather your Socrates. Love 
him, treat him as your dear child, as you have 
always treated me, and never forget your fer* 
vant.* 

Some malicious people perfecuted Socrates. 
Petrarch wrote to encourage him, and invite 
him to Milan. ' I know," fays he, ' you wiih 
to fee me. Never have we been fo long fepa-^ 
rated. Nothing, indeed, can divide fouls united 
by virtue and the faith of Jefus Chrift. But, 
after all, there is nothing like the prefence of 
a beloved friend. Come ; you are expeded, and 
longed for. You will find friends unknown to 
you, and a reputation. Your fociety will in- 
creafe, and not diminifli. Come, the way is 
iliort; let nothing (lop you. Either you miift 
fix with me, or I muft come to you. Your jour- 
ney will not be unufeful: you will fee me; you 
will fee Italy. The Alps, which feparate you at 
prefent from your friend, will ferve you as a 
barrier againft thofe envious ferpents who pur- 
fue your peace. ' 

Socrates did not accept this invitation. He 
loved Petrarch above all men. He detefied 
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Avignon, and wiflied, to fee Italy; but he 
could not refolvc to quit France, and run the 
hazard of ending his days in a foreign coun- 
try. 

When Petrarch returned from Linterno, he 
met with an accident in his houfe at Milan, 
which diftreffed him very much. When he arofe 
one morning, he found he had been robbed of 
all but his books. As he perceived it was a do- 
medic robbery, he could fufpetl none but his 
fon John, who was returned from Avignon, 
and his fervants. He was become extremely 
Jibertine; and it was the neceflities his de- 
bauched life reduced him to that had brought 
him to this afiion. He fought every day with 
his father's fervants ; and Petrarch could not keep 
either him or them within any bounds; fo that 
he loft all patience, and turned them all out of 
his houfe. His fon begged to be received again ; 
but Petrarch would not for fome time confent 
to it. This event had occafioned him to quit 
his retired houfe at St. Ambrofe, in which he 
Aid not think himfelf in fafety; and he took 
^ fmall raanfion in the middle of the city, where 
he remained but a Ihort time. His love of foli- 
tude and repofe foon induced him to feek a 
more retired habitation ; and he found one iathe 
iponaftery of St. Simplicien, fituated out of the 
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walls. * I have here,' fays he, * a long covered 
valk, feparated from the fields, by a narrow 
woody path, from whence I can go round the 
city without meeting any one: for fuch is the 
iblitude of this place, that you feem to be in the 
middle of a wood, if the view of the city ia 
ibme parts, and the noife we fometimes hear^ 
did not remind us we arc near it/ 

Petrarch afked one of the monks for a life of 
St. Simplicien. ^He brought me a book,' fays 
he, ' which the author had compiled from the 
Confeffious of St. Auguftine, but in a very flat 
and injudicious manner. I threw it afide iii 
anger; but it brought to my mind a good fay- 
ing, ** The glory of faints depends not upoa 
the eloquence of biographers. Thofe faints 
want not the pen of mortals, who are writtea 
in the book of life." But, if we fuppofe a good 
writer capable of the work, who wi(hes to 
animate the living rather than honour the 
dead, where will he meet with fads, if we find 
none in the houfe of the faint himfelf ? It 
is only from the teftimony of St. Auguftine, yr^ 
learn that Simplicien was all his life a faithful 
fervant of God, well verfed in the duties of an 
evangelical life; that he contributed to his 
converfion, and was chofen to fucceed St. 
Ambrofe by the direction of that great f^iatt 
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This is all I coultl difcover of my facred hoft. 
God knows the reft.* 

A phyfician, called Albin de Canobio, who 
was fond of Petrarch, wrote to invite him to 
his country-houfe at the foot of the Alps. The 
air of Milan was become infeAious. * Come 
hither,* fays Albin; ' the air is very good, and 
you will have always near you a phylician and 
a friend.' Petrarch replied, * It becomes 
not one of my age to fly from death: it is 
needlefs fo to do, becaufe it comes every where. 
I would fooner vifit you as my friend than my 
phyfician. The art of phyfic may be ufeful to 
preferve health, and cure leffer diforders, but 
in violent difeafes it is of little ufe. Wc fee 
phyficians themfelves defpair, and run away, 
•^vhich proves the ignorance or the weaknefs o( 
men.' 

Gui Settimo was appointed this year (1359) 
to the archbifliopric of Genoa. As he was ex- 
tremely beloved, it caufed great joy in Genoa. 
Petrarch wrote to congratulate him. ' I know 
not," faid he, * whether I fliould rejoice or 
grieve for your exaltation : you will have more 
honour and revenue, but you will lofe that 
freedom you are fo fond of. But why do I 
fay this? You did not enjoy liberty; you was 
the fervant of the public ; you are now the 
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fervant of God : your condition is to be fejoiced 
in/ 

He was fcarcely fettled in this new dignity^ 
.which brought him back with fuch honour to 
his countiy, when he was attacked with violent 
fits of the gout, and begged Petrarch to write 
hi(n fonie confolations againft pain, afiuring 
•him that he fuffered wi'th patience. Petrarch 
anfwered him with his ufual fpirit and philofo- 
phy, and then adds: * I would have fent you 
my remedies of good and bad fortune^ but I 
have no perfon at prefent who can copy it "^ 
The young man whom we have both taken fo 
much pains with, that he might be the honour, 
relief, and joy of my old age, overwheliiis 
me with fliame and grief. This is contrary to 
iny former prediflions. Alas ! they mud be 
now effaced: he is the<flave of his paffions; en- 
vious, and difobedienttr<hQ hates knowledge 
■and virtue. But we mud fiifier all things with 
patience. Auguilus, elleemed the happieft of 
men, did not he lament the giving birth to 
•three poifons? I, that have but one, fhould 
do wrong to complain.' 

This fon of Petrarch did every thing he 
could to obtain his father's forgiveinefs, and to 
be received into his houfe : he acknowledged 
his faults, and promifed to corred them. Per ^ 
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trarch wrote him a very fhaq> letter, in which 
he refufes to. receive him then, but that he 
ihould be ready to do it when he gave proofs 
of his reformation. la eiFefi;, he permitted 
him foon after this to return home, and ap- 
pears as much rejoiced as his fon at this 
re-union. 

In 1 360, Galeas Vifcomti removed from Mi- 
lan to Pavia ; the cruelties of his brother had 
rendered his fociety infupportable. He embel- 
lijfhed his new city, and rendered it a very agree- 
able and magnificent fituation. Petrarch often 
palled a part of the fummer with him there* 
He built a citadel of ailonifliing iize, and at an 
immenfe expenfe; a covered bridge over the 
Tefin, ornamented with marble, which is flill 
the favourite walk of the Pavians ; and he made 
a fine park, which was twenty miles in cir- 
cumference, and ftored it with deer and game 
of all forts. He eftabliihed an univerfity for all 
the fciences, engaged able profeiTors, and order- 
ed all his fubjeds to fend their cliildren to fludy 
there. All that he did was great; and Petrarch - 
J^s of him, referring to the citadel of Pavia, 
•^Galeas furpaffed other men iu moft things, but 
in the magnificence of his buildings hefurpafled 
himfelf.' 

This year, Nicholas AcciajoU, who had been 
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for Ibme time at the court of Avignon, where 
he was on a public bufmefs from the ki-ng of 
Hungary, was fent by the pope to Milan, to 
negociate a peace with Barnabas, who had in- 
vaded Bologna. The grand fenefchal was ex- 
tremely deiirous to fee Petrarch, who gives this 
account of their interview toZenobi: * Your 
Maecenas is come to treat with my Auguftus, 
and has been twice to fee me: neither the 
number of vifits, the multitude of affairs, nor 
the diftance, could prevent him. This great 
man came to my remote dwelling, and entered 
into my little houfe, as Pompey entered into 
that of the philofopher Poffidonius; the fafces 
downward, the head uncovered, bowing with 
refpeft. What could an inhabitant of Parnaflus 
do more, was he to enter into the temple of 
Apollo and the Mufes? This generous hu* 
inility moved me, and fome perfons of diftinc- 
tion who followed him, almoft to tears; fuch 
was the majefty of his air, the foftnefs of iis 
manners, the dignity of his language; preced- 
ed by a filence more expreflive than words ! 
We converfed upon all fubjefils, and fpoke of 
you in particular. He examined my books ' 
with condefcenfion, ftaid a long time, and went 
away with concern. He has honoured my 
dwelling fo much^ that not only Romans and 
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Florentines, but every lover of the fciences, paj^s 
homage to it. His prefence, his noble counte- 
nance, has fpread joy and peace in this royal 
city. He has completed the favour he always 
exprefled for me, and his prefence hasraifed ra- 
ther than diminilhed the idea I had of him. 
How happy are you to have fuch a friend! 
Adieu! Do not forget me.' 

The difpute about Bologna, between the pope 
and Barnabas Vifcomti, was more violent than 
ever, and a proceeding .was commenced againft 
the latter. Galeas was not to be included in 
it, on condition he ihould not aid his brother. 
Galeas confented, having in view an alliance 
with France, and being very unwilling to break 
vith the pope. 

King John was fliil a prifoner at London : 
the truce was expired between the French and 
Engliih. Edward entered France with a power- 
ful army, perfuaded that nothing could reiift 
him, and that before the end of the campaign, 
he iliould become mailer of that kingdom. He 
laid fiege to Rheims; but was obliged to raife 
it ; and approached Paris, where he fent to defy 
the regent to battle, and ravaged the coun«> 
try around it : but his army being (Iraitened for 
proviiion, he removed towards Chartres. On a 
fudden there arofe fo terrible a florm, accooa- 
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^anied with thonder and liatKftones^ of fuch a 
prodigious fize, that it cruibed tq death both 
men and horfiga; and fi> violent a rain deluged 
the camp, that a fhouiand fbldiers^aad fix thou** 
fend hoirfes, were luiried m. it Thie violence 
6f the windsr, and the lapidity of the torrents^ 
carried aU before them* The Englifli hiftomn 
t3LySy that the troops looked upoft this Aorm ast 
a mark of God's wrath, and that the kjjBg him- 
Iblf was of this opinion. It is affiemed^ that ha 
turned towa]?d» the church of Chartres, and 
nade a tow to confent to peace, >yhiGh wasr 
concluded ibroe thne after. Qne of the arti- 
cles of it was, that king John fliQuld pay three 
millions of gold crowns for his ranfom i fix bnn-v 
dred thon&nd at Calais, four months after hi» 
arritai; and four hundred thouland every year 
till all Hiould be paid. The perfbraian^of thJ;i 
agreement was very difficult. France was^d^ 
iblatedy and without relburcest. . Money did uoA 
Qiccul^te ; thofe who. had any concealed it : aU 
forts of means wer^ employed to bring it fortb^. 
The good citizens taxed themfelres; the fnaor* 
eiers and Jews were laid under Gootribtttion ; 
and the pope granted two tenths fji!om. the? 
clergy. Philip de Comrnes fpeaks of leathei 
money being ufed at this time, with. a nail olf 
iilver in the middle% : ; 
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Oateai VifcMad took advaffiUj^ of •John's 
embatraffibg* fitu^iotr^ t6 deifiand his^ dttci^ter 
Hkbella fof John 6ale^ hiis fon. Hiftorklii« 
aflKife m thisf hoildur MfiHiiii d^U^. Villsni 
ftj^ the kitig fdld his dltughte^ for fi« hiin^ 
dr^ f hottTMd florintsi ; and make^ a ftdfgulaf te^ 
fketion otf thii Albj^ ^ tV'heii Ht^ tioniidef 
the grandeov of France, who would hikve imaf^ 
graed that, by the attacks of a king" of £ng^ 
k&d, ar pett^ motfai^h in comparifon, its^ kmg 
ihoiild be Kedttced to fell his ovrn fle(h aa^ at af 
piibKe aufi^ion !* 

Ifabella was twelve ye^ts old, sfild John Gas 
leas not elet«ti, but of ripe undbflfeinditag fbr 
timt age« Whett he was^ but fii^e years ol^ 
being in his (^thet*s eotire, in the tAiiH of the 
graat pQHbns affembled, he was dbferVed^to'e:i^<' 
amine their fticc^s and appearance very atten^* 
tively. His father aiked him which he thought 
the wiieft perfbn there: afteri(]k)king again at 
emory one of them> he went to Pdlrarch^ took 
him by the^ Hand^ and- broughr him to- his fa* 
tncKi 

Ifabella made her entrance into Milan tfib 
8th of Odober, 1360, attended by the count 
of Savoy. She was dreflfed in' Royal habits, re- 
ceived' all the honourfif paid tO'queens, and had 
ai rbyal court; at which no ladiesi appeared hf> 
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fore her with any covering on their heads. 
This ceremony lafted till the celebration of the 
inarriage, when, fetting this royalty afide, ibc 
did hpniage to the Vifcomtis and their wives* 
The marriage was celebrated with the greateft 
magnificence: the Vifcomtis invited all the 
lords of Italy, who came to it with all readU 
liefs, and brought tlieir wives along with them. 
The rejoicings laded three days, and were con* 
eluded by a fumptuous feaft given by Barn^^bas. 
Six hundred ladies, and moje thanja thoiifand 
lords, were ferved at tables of thfree courfes 
with the greatefl elegance and profuiion. There 
were every duy tournaments, where they pre- 
pared booths for the ladies, whofe fine dreflesi 
with the pompou/s ornaments pf the knights, 
and the vail concourfe of princes, ndbles, and 
people of all nations, formed all tpgeth^r a moil 
fuperb fpedacle. 

f etrarch fet out for Paris when thefe . re- 
joicings were over, as aniibafiador from Galeas 
Vifcomti, to compliment; king Joha on his re- 
turn to, and on the recovery of, his kingdom. 
Petrarch gives this account of the dreadful con- 
dition of France : 

* When I viewed this kingdojon, which had 
been defolated by fire and fword, I could not 
perfuade myfelf it was the fame I had fonnerly 
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belield fertile, rich, and flourifhing. On every 
fide it now appeared a dreadful defert; extreme 
poverty, lands untilled, fields laid wade, boufes 
gone to ruin; except here and there one that 
was defended by fome fortification, or which 
was enclofed within the walls: every where 
were feen the traces of the Englifh, and the 
dreadful havock thby had made. Touched by 
fttch mournful effe€ts of the rage of man, I 
could not withhold my tears. 

^ I am not among thofe whofe love of their 
own country caufes them to hate or defpife all 
the reft of the world. As I approached Paris; 
it appeared with that melancholy, disfigured 
aiTf as if it fiill dreaded the horrors it had been 
m prey to: and the Seine, which bathes its 
walls, wept over its late mifertes, and fhrunk 
at the idea of new difafters. Where, faid I, 
is Paris now? Where are its riches, its pub- 
lic joy, its crowds of fcholai's, difputing even 
w the fireets? To the buz of their fyllogifms 
lias fueceeded the din of arms, troops of guards, 
and machines of ware in the fiead of libraries, 
yre behold nothing but arfenals: and Tran- 
quillity, who formerly reigned here as in hef 
fwn temple, is now banifhed and fled from this 
pnhappy land. The ftreets are deferted; tlip 
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highways covered with wepd]^ and brambles; 
the whole is one yafl defert' 

Preparation$ were making 9*t this (ioiis fqr 
the re-entrance of icing JQh^ into his kingdom* 
^e came firfi to Calais, and jrom-theiice £ct 
out for Paris. Petrarch relaties a circumCtaac« 
pf this jo^rney not in other hiftorians. ^ The 
king apd his fojj/ fays he, * in traverfing Picar? 
dy> were flopped by thofe troops of banditti 
who were foldiers of all nations united undev 
feveral chiefs, and palled companies, who ra- 
vaged the whole kingdom; and they were 
obliged to make a treaty with them to continue 
their jpqrney in fafety. ' The king made his en^^ 
trance intp Paris in December, IS^O. Villani 
fays he was received with great honours, an4 
that the city prefented him wit;h i^thoufan4 
marks in filver plate* 

The ilreets were carpeted, and the king 
walked under a canopy of ploth of gold. He 
went immediisttely to the church of Notre 
Pame, to return thanks to God, where, ever 
iince the battle of Poitiers, a wax light was kept 
burning night and day before the altar of the 
Virgin. They fajd it was rolled roiind a wheel^* 
and in length >YOuld have compre^ejidefi t^e 
f^ity of Paris. 




Petrarch liaving witneflfed the joy of the Pa* 
rifians, went to compliment the king on his 
ideliverance, in the name of tfee lords of Milan. 
John, who knew his reputation, and had heard 
him much fpokea of by the cardinal of l)o- 
jogna, was happy to fee him, and gave him a 
very diftinguillied reception This prince, 
though brmight up by his father in ignorance, 
loved letters and wife 4nen; l>ut his fon, 
-Charles, to whom he had given for his pre- 
ceptor the moft learnbed man in his kingdom, 
was a prince of great ^nius and fine tafte. 
Petrarch was aftoniilied to find in him a mind 
fo highly cultivated: he admired his perfeft 
politenefs of manners, an<I the wifiJom and 
fiioderation with which he conveifed on the 
moft important fubjefts. He only fays x)f king 
John, that he was brave and humane. 

Moft of Petrarch's friends, whom fee had 
gained at Paris an 1333, were^lead; but he had 
the happinefs to find Peter le' Bef chier ftilf 
alive, the wife Benedidiine he had knowa at 
Avignon, and who vifited him at Vauclufe^ 
This monk was prior of St. Elay, and, as h^ 
held a diftinguifljed rank among men of letters, 
he rendei'ed Petrarch's reiidence at Paris very 
agreeable to him. In a difcourfe which th^ 
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latter held with the king and the dauphin, he 
faid it was not to be wondered at that For- 
tune, who diverts herfelf with all things hu- 
man, fliould reduce a flouriihing kingdom, 
formerly the obje6l of envy, to fo miferable a 
condition. The king and the dauphin fixed 
their ey&s upon him with furprife, when they 
heard him fpeak of Fortune as a real being. The 
dauphin, who had a lively imagination, was; 
curious to know what Petrarch thought of 
Fortune; and he faid to Peter- le Berchier, and 
fonie other perfons there, ^ Petrarch and hi$ 
colleagues are to dine here to-day.; we muft 
attack him after dinner, and get Mm to explaia 
himfelf on the fubje6l of Fortune.' One of his 
friends warned him of the dauphin's intention. 
Petrarch had no books with him; but he cot- 
lefted his thoughts, and propofed to reprefent 
Fortune as a being of reafon, and not a divinity 
who governed the world at pleafure, which was 
the common opinion of this age. 

After dinner, the king was fo occupied with 
doing the honours of his court to the ambaflTa- 
dors from Milan, that, to the great regret of 
the dauphin, he was prevented from difcour- 
fing with Petrarch. When the court broke up^ 
Peter Ic Berchier, and three other learned men 
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not named by Petrarch, went home with hira^ 
and entered upon a converfation which laAed 
till vefpers. 

In the beginning of February, 1 36l, Petrarch, 
in hafte to return to Italy, went to take leave 
of the king and the dauphio. They exprefled 
extreme regret at his departure, and made 
fome attempts to retain him at their court. 
The dauphin preiTed it in particular, an4 
wiflied ardently to have a man of Petrarch'^ 
merit near him. But neither their arguments 
nor offers had any effeft: he loved his country 
too M'ell ; and the court of France was too illi- 
terate for him. King John, though he loved 
letters, had hardly twenty books in his library; 
his reign, and that of his fon, was the period of 
their revival in France. Peter le Berchier was 
engaged to tranflate Livy: this work was much 
admired, >though never printed : there is a copy 
of it, with very pretty drawings in water co- 
lours, in the library of the Sorbonne. Jane, 
duchefs of Burgundy, the niece of the cardinal 
fxf Bologna, who was fecond wife to Philip de 
Valois, concurred with John in the tranflatiou 
of feveral works. This princefs, who had as 
much wit as beauty, died this year: if flie 
Jiad lived longer, flie would have done much 
towards the rpyiyal of letters. Jane of Bour- 
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bon, wife of Charles V. followed her ileps: it 
'was ilie who engaged Philip de Vitry, the 
friend of Petrarch, to tranflate into French 
verfe the Metawiorphofes of Ovid. 

Peter le Berchier's heft work was his tranfla* 
tion of Livy, in which it feems probable he 
was affifted by Petrarch. He compofed ano* 
ther work, called a Moral Redudory, a fort of 
Encyclopedia, >vhere, in the tafte of his age, 
every thing is allegorically reprefented, and 
ends with a moral. One paflage may ferve for 
an idea of it. He fays, that * at Orange the 
frogs never croak, except one; and the reafon of 
this is, St. Florent, bi/liop of that city, fa^ 
Itigued with the noife of thefe animals, com- 
manded them to be filent ; hut afterwards, 
touched with compaiTion, he allowed them ali 
to croak again. The clerk, who was to carry 
this permifiion to the frogs, gave it in the fin* 
gular infiead of the plural, and fo but one poor 
frog was ever heard in that city.* I have 
mentioned the romance of the Rofe, a famous 
work of this age, in the fame ftyle. There 
was alfo a Hiftory of the three Marys, full of 
abfurd fables. An Abbe publifhed, in three 
dreams, the pilgrimage of human life, the pil- 
grimage of the foul when feparated froixi the 
body, and the pilgrimage of Jef«8 Chrift^ 
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From this view of letters in France, we can-' 
not be furprifed at Petrarch's refufing to (lay 
in it. He quitted the dauphin, however, with 
regret, and prefented him with his treatife on 
good and bad fortune, which the prince had 
immediately tranflated by his preceptor; and 
this book held a diftinguiflied rank in his libra* 
iry, which was faid to contain nine hundred vo- 
lumes; a prodigious number at a time when 
)KX>ks were fo fcarce. 

1361. Petrarch fet out for Milan at the 
(end of February. In the bad inns he met 
with it was his cuftom to write to his friends; 
jind, recolle£ling the cqnverfations he had had 
with Peter le Berchier^ he wrote him the follow^ 
ing letter : 

* In my youth, the inhabitants of Great 
Britain, whom they call Englifli, were the 
inoft cowardly of all the barbarians, inferior 
(Bven to the vile Scotch. On the contrary, the 
French militia was then in the mod flouriih-> 
ing (late. At prefent the Englifb, become a 
warlike people, have fubdued the French by 
frequent and unlooked-for fucceffes. Would 
you know in two words the caufe of this 
phange? Liften to Salluft. He fays, * Fortune 
phanges with manners, and empire goes from 
^}ie wick^i) tQ the good : ftrength, genius, vir* 
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tue» renown, circulate like money, and pafs 
from one people to another.' 

Petrarch then, defcribing the luxury of the 
French, gives this pidure of their miUtia. 

* When you enter into the camp, you would 
t^Jieve yourfelf in a tavern. They are eveu 
delicate, and will be drunk with foreign wines : 
anfl when there are none, they complain that 
tlie army >vants for eyery thing, that they are 
dying with drought, and it is no wonder that 
the foldjers defert. The military emulation 
has pafied from arms to g)a(re3: it is no longer 
the queflion with whjat weapons tliey fliall 
£ght, but with what glafles they /hall drink r 
thofe who can take off the largeft draughts, 
and bear the mod wine, are viSors, and gain 
the laurel crown. Seneca predided tliis: 
*' There fliall come a day," fays he, ^^ when 
drunkennefs fliall be honourable, and it will be 
efteemed a virtue to excel in it." Thus they 
abide in their tents, eating, drinking, playing^ 
fnoriug, and fwfsaring, and plunged in der 
b^uchery with the women who follow the 
c^mp. If called out to fight, they know no 
chief, obey no command, but run here a^nd 
there without order^ like bees that have loO^ 
their hive, fawning,, cowardly, ignorant, and 
boafting. When called upon to attack thp fqe. 
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they do nothing for glory, or from valour, but 
are wholly fwayed by intereft, vanity, and the 
love of pleafure.* 

Petrarch adds to this an account of the feve* 
rity of difcipline among the Romans^ and that 
from the time it began to relax they may date 
their overthrow. 

Some months after writing this letter, he 
fent it by a monk who was going to France, 
having had no opportunity before, who found 
Peter ie Berchier juft dead in his priory at 
Elay, 

This year the emprefs Ann was delivei*ed of 
a fon. The joy of the emperor was fo greats' 
that, inftead of the avarice generally imputed to 
bis ch^rader, he diftributed gold by handfuls, 
and made prefents to all the world. He f(^nt 
fixteen marks of gold to Aix-la-Chapelle, which 
was the weight of the child, to put him under 
the prote&ion of the Holy Virgin, patronefs of 
the church which Charlemagne had built in that 
city. He loved Petrarch too well to forget him 
on this occafion. He fent him a golden cup, of 
admirable workman fliip, and a very aflfeflionate 
letter with it, preffing him to come and live 
in his court. Petrarch replies to thefe great 
favours, 
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* Your letter is conceived in term» too con-* 
de&ending for your rank, and too high for my 
condition. The cup, valuable in itfelf, and ilill 
more ib for it» high workmanihlp, h sl prelent 
worthy of you, but unmerited by me. Who will 
not be afionidied to fee transferred ta roy ufe, a 
Tafe confecrated by the mouth of G»far ? But 
I fhall take care not to profane tlm facred cup 
by applying it to my own uie. I would deflme 
it to make libations on altars^ if this ancient 
lite was fiill obferved among us. It will be the 
delight and ornament of my table on folemn 
days ; and when I give feafts, my fi iends ihall 
liehold it with pleafure. I ihall preferve it aU 
my life with your letter, as a monument of 
your goodnefs and of my gtoiy. You propofii 
a very agreeable journey to me, but I cannot 
quit Italy without the confent of the maftar 
»nder whoie law I live : but my greateil ob« 
jRacle is my library^ whicrh, without beings im** 
nenfe^ is much above my genius and know«» 
kdge : how will my books be able to traverfc 
the Alps, infefled as they are by thieves? Th« 
longer I live, the more I feel the truth of that 
fayiug, '^ All is tnouble and vexation of f^rit** 
fi[c who doubts it, has only to live to a^cextaia 
term of years, and he \vill be perfeftly convinf^ 
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ced of hs truth. Neverthdefs, I defign to obey 
your orders before the fummer is over, if my 
mafier permita^ aod I find a companion ibr my 
journey ; and I will remain what time you pteafe 
in your court. The prefence of my Csefar witt 
confole me for the abfence of my books, my 
frienda, and my country.* 

This letter of Petrarch is dated from Padua^; 
where he was now fixed* Probably this removal^ 
was. owing to the plague, which ravaged. ther 
Miianefe; and to tlie inroads of troops of rob«» 
bers, called the companies, many of whom wer^ 
djibanded troops not paid, who had pillage^ 
$)ance, and were now come intathe province- 
of Italy under feveral different ciVitk, fome ofi 
whom were in league with the great men in? 
power, who, either from fear or intereft, con- 
nived at thele diforders* Petrarch laments the 
diftrefles they x)Ccafioned in a very pathetic man* 
ner. It is eafy to imagine what defolation muliii. 
rife from villains familiar with blood, and boundf 
by no law, either human or divine^ A Miianefe^ 
hiiU>rian fays, * They ravaged the lauds, killedi 
the men, forced the women before the eyes, of 
their hufbands,^ violated the daughters in the 
prefence of their parents, and reduced all around? 
them to allies.* 
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What was Petrarch's grief to behold all thefe 
cliftreffes in his dear country ! * I fpeak/ fays 
he, * becaufe I cannot keep (ilence : It is feme 
confolatiou to my heart to vent its forrows, 
though I know I fpeak in vain. Yet who caa. 
fell ? Though my words are caft into the air^ 
fomc favourable wind may convey theoi to a 
bfeneficent ear, where they may become fruit- 
ful. Alas ! I defire more than I hope this ; 
for there remains nothing now to hope. Great 
God ! thy regards formerly rendered us the mod 
envied of mortals, the mod illuftrious of men ! 
A handful of Romans went every where dif- 
playing their victorious flandards; to the eaft, 
to the weft, to the north, and to the fuutb : 
there fubduing pride, here confining ambition; 
reprimanding voluptuoufnefs in one land, and 
leaving the moft glorious traces of their foot- 
:fieps in all. The whole world acknowledged 
Rome as its chief, and fell profirate before her. 
Now a troop of banditti, ruihing from a thou* 
fand different retreats, fpreads devaftation over 
this queen of provinces, this miilreis of the 
world ! 

* All-powerful God ! Thou art the laft and 
the greateft hope of man. Thou haft createdf 
and thou governeft, the world by thy power.^ 
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If ve have not anfMrered thy goddneft) puniih 
and difgrace us. If profperity has rendered us 
proud, let thy arm make us humble ; but fuf- 
fer us not to be a prey to thofe wretches, and 
our yoke their portion. Good Lord! oppofe 
ihy fupreme defence to the torrent of their 
wickedneis and cruelty; confound that impi- 
ous people who (ay in their heart, ^* There is 
BO God/' Aifift thy children, who are indeed 
unworthy, but who invoke thy aid with tears, 
and tnift in God alone.' 

1 S6«. The occaiion of their leaving France 
for Italy, was not only the pope's money, and 
the folicitations of the marquis de Montferrat, 
but alfo the plague, which was returned with 
iiich violence to the city of Avignon, that, be* 
tween the fi9th of March and the 85th of Ju- 
ly, there periihed (eventeen thoufand perfons, 
among whom were nine cardinals, an hundred 
biihops, and a great number of officers belong- 
ing to the Roman court It came after the fa- 
mine, which the city of Avignon fuffered from 
the invafion of the Companies. 

Hiftorlans remark, that more perfons of con- 
dition periflied in this plague than in that of 
1948: but it was not fo general, nor of fuch 
long continuance. It was brought into Italy 
by the Companies. The city of Milan, which 
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the former plague had refpe6led, wasivorfe 
treated by this than any other. Villani fays^- 
there died in it every day a thoufiind, twelve 
hundred, and fome days fourteen hi^ndred pea-> 
pie. All the great lords abandoned it.- Ga-- 
leas Vifcomtt went to McHiza. Barnabas ihut 
himfelf up in his fine cafile at Marignan, a 
place furrounded with woods^ m a very pure 
a,iry and which he bad carefully guarded: that 
no one naigbt come near it, be placed a cen* 
linel in the bell-tower, who had orders to ring 
whf&n any one ihould appear on horfeback. 
Some Milanefe gentlemen having ei^tered Ma* 
rignan, and the bell not founding, Barnaba» 
fent foldiers in a violent rage, with orders 
to throw the centinel immediately from the top^ 
of the tower; but when they came, they found 
him dead at the bottom of k. Barnabas, m. 
the utmofl terror at this news, fled into the 
thickefl part of the foreft, and lay a long while' 
there for dead. 

The plague had not yet reached Padua, but 
was very fevere at Parma. The fon of Pe- 
trarch was .one of its viftims. Petrarch would 
have been much leis touched with his deaths 
oh his own account^ h^d it happened fooner; 
for this young m^n had expreffed fo much grief 
for his mifcouduL£l> and appeared fo true a pe-' 
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ititeKt, that Peti^rch waa we)l 'pltaftdiiritb Iii» 
lienitehee^iaiddfiiKehelylailicnitett'hii^'to^^^^ ^Hh 
iwi juft gaioidfbr hitn*a Ixsnefice, beftbWed'brf 
the lord: of. Yerbha*' Id l letter to a friend hfe 

fays, ..' ■- '''-• .;-•■;.. •^■- •'' 

' Death takes my friends as ufual, while 
I march cheerfully on. Your lord has re- 
fiored the benefice about which you took fa 
much pains ; but death has taken it from me^ 
and the young man who was to poflfefs it : he 
died the fame day he was to have been re-efta- 
bliihed in his rights. I am thus delivered of 
a great burdf^ bqt it is not without griefs 
Adieu!' ^ 

It was upon this: that l^etr^rcfa determined 
to marry Tr^mli^^iii dliiighfer. It is no where 
faid in his wtSfbli where? ihe lived, or was 
brought up. He chofe for her the fon of a 
gentleman of Milan, a mod accompliflied and 
amiable young man, of the fweeteft temper, 
and the bed difpofitions. Boccace fays of 
him, * His figure was ftriking, his countenance 
calm and agreeable, his converfation difcreet, 
and his behaviour gentle and polite.* Frances 
had an agreeable figure, and refembled her 
father in perfon. She was fubmiffive and 
faithful to her hufband. Simplicity, modefty, 
attached to the duties of her ftation, and a 
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contempt of i:he pleafures of the world, fbmied 
her amiable charader. Two fuch inends were 
delightful fociety tot Petrarch : he took them 
into his houfe, and this afiiedioaate union was 
iinintemipted to his death. 
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X HE plague, which raged this year (1351) 
with violence, carried off Zanobi de Strata, who 
eajoyed his place of apoftolic fecretary only 
three years* The grand fenefchal, who had th« 
tendered friendihip for him, and the greateft 
idea of his talents, could hardly fupport this 
ftroke. * The world,* lays he, ^ has loft % man 
who has bad not his eqml for a thouiand 
years : I exdept imly fignior Francis Petrarch.* 
The grand feacfchal offered to Simonides, the 
prior iji the Holy Apoftles^ the place Zanobi 
held under him at Naples, and, with many en- 
treaties, engaged him to accept it. He had no( 
on this occafion confulted Petrarch ; but when 
he arrived at Naples, he wrote him the foUow«> 
ing letter; 

' You will be afionifhed at receiving a letter 
from me here, and at my long filence, which 
has been occafioned by a variety of affairs.^ 
He invites Petrarch to come to him. He was 
then at a country- houfe of the grand lenefchars, 
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of which he gives this fine defcription : * Do 
you feek folitude ? here are deferts that feem 
to have been contrived for poets, by art and 
nature united. Do you wifh the cheerful 
focieties of cities to^'unbeiid iVbm fludies? you 
have Amalphi to the right, Salerno to the left. 
Do you love the fea? you are on its banks, near 
enough to throw in your nets, and count the 
fiih they enclofe. I fpeak not of the fine gar- 
dens all arpuiid, e:k:ceeding, ia neatnels and 
beauty, all the tefl; of Italy. In the middle of 
% delightful vilify, a river rolls its tranfparent 
Vi^t^rs, with ab agii^able murmur !dveY the 
fuming pebbles. The pig%(i&ctnt irillas, ficat^ 
teri^ on all fide^ zfupear. to rilb out of the 
rocks» rather thab to have ' beeni the work *t>f 
ma^. The air is delightfully temperate, w6A 
t})e land pradiiees' every year ^its of the mbfti 
e3i;qutiit« taAe. iJ^ihort, her^ ia every tiung tikat 
can del^ht the fenfes fpringing upon the fpoti 
and brought from otb^r countries, both by U(o4 
and by fea,' . j » 

The grand fenefchal joined his entreaticis^ 
thofe of Simo'pides, to which Tetrarch repli^ 

* I have learnt with pleafure that you are in 
Campania: my better half then, as Horace 
fays of Virgil, is there alfo, provided you 'are- 
happy : but how fliould you be otberwife, - with 
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fuch a boft as our common Mec^nas, with a 
mind Iik€ yours, and thofe virtues which fol- 
low you to every clime? I need no tempta* 
tions to accept your offers: your requefis, and 
thofe of your Mecaenas, would be my only in- 
ducements: but I wonder you are not fatigued 
with aft:itag what I am weaiy of refufing: I 
can only beg you to recollefl what I have faid 
a thoufand times on this fubjeft.' The charge 
of apoftolic fecretary, through the influence of 
Che cardiual de Taillerand, was again oiTered to 
l^etrarch^ with additional advantages, annexed, 
iind the moft ardent folicitations he would ac-* 
<ept it: but he perfided in his refufal; ia 
which he notices rery keenly the pope's opinioti 
iof him as a forcerer, and recommends- Si- 
monidcs ainl Boccace as more worthy of the 
office. 

* PardoR me/ fays he, in a letter to the 
former, *if I have done wrong in naming you: 
if you accept this employment, you will pro- 
cure wealth and fame; if you refufe it, the 
refufal will do you Imnour: as they have 
thought me capable of it, they will fuppofe m^ 
alfo a judge of this capacity in others. Whe* 
thcrthey defpife or concur with my judgment, I 
have feized this occafion of faying what I think 
«f you: and though it would be more - in cha- 
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nder another ihould have told you thi$^ I have 
not deferred writing, that you might have timo 
to prepare your anfwen I have not foigol to 
join with your praife that of your MecaBoas^ 
and that to him they mud addrefr themfelves^ 
if they wiih to obtain you. What idea ought 
they not to have of a man who raifes up fucb 
fubjeds for the church as yourfelf and Zanobi ! 
This glory refleds alfo on our country, which, 
produces both the one and the other.* 

At the beginning of the year 1368, the 
plague deprived Petrarch of his beloved friend 
Socrates. ^ He was,* fays he, ^ of all men, the 
deared to my heart; my firft, my darling 
fiiend: from the firft hour we met, we loved 
with mutual tendemefs. His fentiments and 
difpofitions towards me, have never varied 
during the fpace of one-and-thirty years; a 
rare and afioniihing tlung to fay of a man bom 
among barbarians: but the habit of living 
with me, my fociety and friendihip, had in«« 
fpired him with fuch a tafte for our manners 
and opinions^ that be was become a perfe£fc 
Italian. Yes, he was our Socrates, the So^ 
prates of Italy ; and his fingular transforroatioii 
was the joy and honour of my life, and the ad-* 
fpiration of the world i* 

Jb^ pHgue a|id war rendered Italy i^t this 



tiine fo di&greeable to Petrarch, that he had 
refolved on a journey to Vauclufe as foon as 
the fevere frofts would permit him to pais the 
Alps, fiut when he came to Milan, he found 
them impaflable. Barnabas was come out of 
his den, and had again attacked Bologna. The 
plague had enriched his coffers, becaufe he had 
taken pofleffion of the eiiatcs and wealth of 
thof<t who died without heirs. Become proud- 
er than ever, be made exorbitant demands of 
the pope, who engaged in a league with fe- 
yeral of the Italian princes againft him. Bar- 
nabas hearing of it, faid, ^ They are children ; 
I. will have them all whipt.* 

The emperor of Germany fent to Petrarch^ 
at this time, a third invitation, in very pompous 
and flattering terms, which Petrarch promifed 
to accept, but was prevented by the impoflibi- 
lity of a fafe palfage. The grand fenefchal of 
Naples wrote alfo to Petrarch, to thank him for 
his attention to Simonides. In his letter he 
fays, ^ Since Providence permits me not to ob* 
tain what I have long wiibe4 for, I befeech you 
eamellly, my matter and my friend, the ho* 
Hour of my country, that you judge me worthy 
of your admirable letters, which will not only 
ffind^v Qiy n»me honourable to pofterity, but 
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the few days of life that remaaa to me delight- 
ful to myfelf/ 

In Petrarch's anfwer, he mentions the death 
of Lewis, king of Naples, and how little ho- 
nour he did to the advice given him through 
Nicholas Acciajoli. * We may fay with rea- 
fon,' adds he, * that virtue is not obtained by 
precepts. This prince had little dignity,' and 
lefs authority: he had neither knowledge nor 
prudence, and gloried in deceit. He loved « 
debauched life, and was avaricious of money 
to an extreme. He often fufpe6led his greateft 
friend the fenefchal; but had recourfe to him 
in every critical conjunfture. He flighted the 
queen his wife, and treated her as one of his 
fubjefis ; and he tired all arounj(] him with the 
detail of his great a6lions both in peace and 
war.' 

Boccace, hearing that Petrarch propofed 
going to Germany, was much alarmed, and re- 
proached him for his intention uf dragging" the 
Mufes into Sarmatia, when Italy was the only 
true Pamaifus. . In this letter he -gives Petrarch 
an account of a Angular adventure which had 
juft happened to him. 

* A Carthufian of Sienna, whom I know 
not, came to me at Florence, and aiked to 
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(peak to me in private. " I came hither," fays 
he, ** from the defire of the bleffecl father Pe- 
troniy a Carthufian of Sienna, who, though he 
never faw you, by the illumination of heaven 
knows you thoroughly. He charged me to re- 
prefent to you your extreme danger, unlefs yoa 
reform your manners and your writings, which 
are the inflruments the devil iifes to draw men 
into his fnares, to tempt them to finful lufls, 
And to promote the depravity of their conduffc. 
Ought you not to blufli for fuch an abufc of 
the talents God has given you for his glory ? 
What a reward might you have obtained, had 
you made a good ufe of that wit and eloquence 
with which he has endowed you ! On the con- 
trary, what ought yoii hot to fear for devoting* 
yourfelf to love, and waging war with mo- 
defty, by giving leiTons of libertinifm both in 
your life and writings ! The blefled Petioni, 
celebrated for his miracles, and the fobriety of 
his life, fpeaks to you by my voice. He charged, 
me, in his laft moments, to befeech and ex- 
hort you,, in the mod facred manner, to re- 
nounce poetry, and thofe profane iludies 
whieh have been your conftant employment, 
and prevented your difcharging your duty as a 
Chriilian. If you do not follow my direftions. 
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be aflured you have but a ihort time to live^ 
and that you ihall fuffer eternal punifliinents 
after your death. God has revealed this to 
father Petroni, who gave me a ftriS charge to 
inform you of it." 

The Carthufian who fpoke thus to Boccace^ 
was called Joachim Ciani : he was the coun* 
try man and friend of father Fetroni, who died 
in a religious rapture^ May, 1S6I ; and, it was 
iaid, wrought feveral miracles before and after 
his death. Father Ciani was with him when 
he was on his deiath-bed, and heard him utter 
feveral predidions concerning different perfons^ 
among whom was Petrarch. Boccace, terrified 
at what father Ciani had faid^ aiked him how 
his friend came to know him and Petrarchi a^ 
they had no knowledge of his friend ; to which 
the good Carthufian replied, ^ Father Petroni 
had refolved to undertake fometliiog for the 

■ 

glory of God ; but death preventing htmt Ihi. 
prayed to God with fervour to point out fomo 
one who fhould execute his enterprife, Hh 
prayel* was heard: Jefus Chrifi app^ar^ to 
him, and he faw written on his face all that 
pafles upon earth, the prefent, the paA, am} 
the future. After this he cafl his eyes upon 
mc for the performance of this good worlc^ 



mad charged me with this commiffioQ for you; 
with tome others at Naples, France, and £ng» 
land ; after which I ihall go to Petrarch.* 

To convince Boccace of the troth of what 
he iaid^ the holy father acquainted him with a 
fecret which Boccace thought none knew but 
iiimfelf. This difcovery, and the threat that he 
had not long to live, imprefled him fo (Irongly, 
Ihat he was no longer the fame man. Seized 
with a panic terror, and believing death at his 
heds, he reformed his manners, renounced love 
and poetry, and determined to part with his 
library, which was almoft entirely compofed of 
profane authors. In this fituation of his mindt 
he wrote to his matter Petrarch, to give him an 
account of what had happened to him, of the 
refolution he had made to reform his manners, 
and to offer him his library, giving him the 
preference to all others; and begging he would 
fix tbe price of the books, fome of which might 
(erve as a difcbarge of fome debts he owed 
him. Petrarch's reply to this letter was as 
£ollows: 

^ To fee Jefus Chrift with bodily eyes, b 
indeed a wonderful thing ! it oiily remains 
that we know if it is true. In all ages, men 
have covered falfehoods with the veil of re- 
ligion, that the appearance of divinity might 
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conceal the. human fraud. When I hare 
myfelf beheld the mefienger of . father Petron^ 
I ihall fee what: faith iis to be giveti' to hU 
words : his age, bis forehead, his eye»f his be- 
haviour, his clothes, his motions, bis manner 
of fitting) his voice, his difcourfe, and th^ 
whole united, will ferve toenlighten my judg^ 
ment. 

* As to what reipefts yomfelf, that you at* 
not long for this world, if we reflefil coolly, this 
is a matter of joy rather than of forrow.- Wte 
it an old man on the borders of the gpave^ out 
might juftly fay to him, Do not at y6ur. years 
give yourfelf up to poetry; leave theMufes^^aild 
Pamaflus, they only fuit tbe-days of you!lli 
Your imagination, is extinguifiied, • your lii^ 
mory fails, your feelings are- loft 5 tfhink-Mther 
of death, who is at your- heels, and prepiare 
yourfelf for that awful paflage; But -for a inati 
in the middle age i>f life, whd has cultirkfed 
letters and the Mufes* with fuecefs fronv his 
youth, and wha makls th^nfi his imufdment in 
riper years, to renounce them then, is to de* 
prive himfelf of a great confolation. If this 
had been requu*ed at La6lantius, of St- Aur 
guftin, or St. JeromC) would the fortner Hav6 
difcovered the abfurdities of the heathen fttper\ 
ftition ? Would St. Auguftip with fo much art 
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have bailt up the city of God, or St Jerome 
combated heretics with fo much iirength and 
fuecefs? I: know, by experieiice, how much 
the knowledge of letters may contribute- to 
produce jufl opinions, to render a man elo-^ 
quent, to perfe6i his manners, and, which ia 
much more important, to defend his religion*. 
If men were not permitted to read poets and 
heathen writers, beoaufe they do not fpeak of 
Jefus: Chrift, whom they never knew,, how 
much lefs ought they to read the works of h^ 
relics who oppofe bis doflrine! yet this i» 
done with the greated care by all th^ defend^ 
ers of the faith. It is with profane authors as 
with foiid food, it nouriilies the man who has ai 
good ftomach, and is pernicious only to thofe 
who cannot digeil it; to the mind that is judi-' 
cious they are wholefome, but poifon to the 
weak and ignorant. Letters may even render 
the former more religious, of which we have 
many examples, and to them they will nevcc 
be an obftacle to piety. Thei*e are many ways 
of arriving at truth and heaven; long, ihdft^ 
clear, obfcure, high, and low, according to thc« 
different necefTities of men ; but ignorance 'm 
the only road the idle walk in. Surely wifdoifc 
may produce as many faints as folly ; and wfi 
fliould be careful that we never, compare a lazyt 
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and blind devotion with an enlightened and in- 
diiftrious piety. If you rcfolve, however, t* 
part with your books, I will never fufFer them 
to fall into bafe hands. Though feparated iti 
body, we are united in mind. I cannot fix any 
price upon them ; and I wilt make only one 
condition with you, that We pafs the remain* 
der of our lives together, and that you ihsdl 
thus enjoy my books and your own. Why do 
you fpeak of debt to me? you owe me nothing 
but friendfhip ; and herein we are equal, be* 
caufe you have always rendered love for love. 
Be not, however, deaf to the voice of a friend 
who calls you to him. I cannot enrich you ; 
if I could, you would have been rich long ago ; 
but I have all that is requifite for two friends, 
who are united in heart, and iheltered under 
the fame roof.* 

It was, doubtlefs, the Decameron of Boccace 
which drew upon him the adventure w# have 
plated. It confifts of a hundred novels, which 
are related as the amufement of feven ladies, 
and three gentlemen, who went to pafs fome 
days in the country, two miles from Florence, 
to efcape the infected air of that city. Among 
tfaefe novels there are fome true (lories that 
Boccace had been a witnels of, or liad learnt 
firom good information ; the reft are only tales 
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he had read or heard of. He poffeffed the ta- 
lent of ftory-telling ia perfe6lion. Nothing 
can be more plain or natural fkilful or elc^ 
gant, than his compofitions ; his words feen> 
formed on purpofe for his defcriptions. Men 
of wit in Italy agree, that the Decameron ex- 
ceeds in ftyle every other book in their lan- 
guage; and that it is very remarkable that 
Boccace ihould carry the vulgar tongue all at 
once to its perfe6lion, ^ which had been left to 
the people, and the rud of which had been but 
in part rubbed off by Dante. 
. No book, perhaps, had ever fo many readers^ 
and fo many cenfurers, as the Decameron : the 
devotees were for having it burnt; and the 
monkg were enraged againfl him, becaufe he 
had taken many of his tales from the convents, 
and had feverely fatirized their licentioufnefs 
of manners. To attack the monks, faid they, is 
to attack religion itfelf ; and to publish their 
infamy, is to be guilty of impiety. To this 
they added, that Boccace was an atheiil. He 
did not take the pains to anfwer them feriouf- 
ly, but turns them into ridicule in a very plea-- 
fant manner, at the end of his Decameron* 
He compofejd this work as an amufement only,, 
and was far from beholding it as the ground of 
his reputation. What woi^ld have been his af- 
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tonifliment if he had been told, ^ Your other 
works will remain buried in obfeurity, while 
your Decameron will go through more than twa 
hundred editions, will be tranflated into all lan- 
guages, and will be read by all the world !' 

Boccace was not arrived at a mature age 
when he eampofed the Decameron : its lively 
air was fuited to tales, and its free reprefenta- 
tions to the vices it cenfures; and at the time 
when he wrote it, the plague had made a great 
change in the manners and cuftoms of fociety: 
the women, of whom only a few remained^ 
having mofl of them loft thek huibands, their 
parents, and all who had authority over them^ 
thought themfelves no longer fubjeft to thofe 
tigid decorums which formerly reftrained- their 
condu^. Having no perfons of their own fex 
to attend them during the plague, they em- 
ployed men as their fervants, which introduced 
a violation of the laws of modefty and rcfervc. 
With refpeft to the convents, itis not furpri- 
fing that Boccace fhould find fubje6is in tbetn 
for his licentious tales* - The plague had opened 
their gates, and the monks and nun^ coming 
forth into the world, and living without re- 
flraint, had loft the fpirit of their profeifion ; 
and when the plague ceafed, they continued 
the fame courfe of life. The hiftoriaos of 



tfaofe times give us dreadful piSiures of their 
debauchery; and the ecclefiailical writers look 
upon the plague of 1 348, as the true priod of 
the relaxation of monadic difcipline. 

The Decameron gives an animated view of 
tiio£e times, fatirizes the vices that prevailed, 
and contains fome lively images of human life, 
•and very judicious reprefentations of the cha^ 
rad;ers of men* But the judgment of Petrarch 
Tefpe6ling profane authors may be very, ufe-* 
fully applied to the readers of this work : and 
it b probable this book did a good deal of mif« 
chief in Italy, fince the wife fathers of the 
ta)uncil of Trent forbade the reading of it till 
it ihould be corre6ied. 

Father Ciani's vifit and converfation, occa-^ 
fioned fo great a revolution in the mind of 
Boccace, that be was not only for renouncing 
poetry and pagan authors, but it was reported 
lie was going to turn Carthuiian, and a fonnet 
tti this fubje^ was addreifed to him by Franco 
fiaccfaetti, one of the bed poets of that time. 
It appears that Petrarch*s well-judged anfwer 
n-eflabliflied the peace of his mind, and made 
him renounce his chimerical projefts: he kept 
his books, and continued his ftudies: but it is 
certain he alfo reformed his life, and <lid all be 
could to fupprefs his Decameron; but that 
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was impofTible, there were too many copies of 
it fpread abroad. 

I« the month of June, 1S62, the plague 
fpread to Padua, and made fuch havock there, 
that Petrarch removed to Venice ; it had not 
yet reached that city. Villani fays, * It came 
like hail, which, after ravaging the fields to the 
right and to the left, fpares thofe in the mid- 
dle/ 

The war did not permit Petrarch to go to 
•France or Germany, and the plague drove him 
from Milan and Padua. Venice appeared to 
him the fureft afylum againil thefe two 
fcourges. * I fled not from death/ fays he; 
* but I fought repofe/ 

Petrarch always took his books when he 
went any long journey, which rendered tra- 
velling incommodious and expenfive to him, 
as he required for their conveyance fuch a 
number of horfes. When he had been fomc 
time at Venice, it came into his mind not to 
offer thefe books to a religious order, as he 
once propofed, but to place this treafure in the 
care of the republic, to whom he wrote as 
follows : 

* Francis Petrarch defires to have the blefled 
evangelift Mark for the heir of thofe books he 
has, and may have, on condition that they ihall 
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neither be fold or feparated; and that they 
Aall all be placed in fafety, iheltered from fire 
and water, and preferved with care for ever 
for his honour, and the ufe and amufement of 
the noble and learned perfons of this city. If 
he makes this depofit, it is not becaufe he has 
a great idea of his books, or believes he has 
formed a fine library ; but he hopes by this 
means, the illuilfious city of Venice will ac- 
quire other truils of the fame kind from the 
public ; that the citizens who love their coun* 
try, the nobles above all, and even fome (Iran- 
gers, will follow his example, and leave their 
books to this church at their death, which 
may one day become a great library, and equal 
thofe of the ancients. Every one muft fee 
how honourable this will be to the republic. 
Petrarch will be much flattered with having 
been the original fource of fo great a good. 
If his defign fucceeds, he will explain himfelf 
pdore minutely Jierei^fter upon this fubjeft; in 
the mean time, he offers to execute this his 
promife.' 

This propofal having been examined and ap* 
proved, and the procurators of the church of 
St. Mark having offered to be at the neceflary 
e^penfes for the placing and preferving thefe 
books, the republic made the following decree; 

x3 
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^ Confidering the offer that meflife Francis 
Petrarch has made us, whofe reputation is fo 
great, that we do not remember to have met 
in the Chriftian world, with a moral philoi(> 
pher and poet united who can compare with 
him ; perfuaded that this offer may contributft 
to the glory of God and of St. Mark, and do 
much honour to our city, we will accept it oii 
the conditions he has made; and we order 
fuch a fum to be taken from our revenue as 
will purchafe him a houfe for his life, accord* 
ing to the advice of the governor, counfellors, 
and chiefs.' 

In compliance with this decree, Petrarch 
had affigned for his dwelling, and that of his 
books, a large manfion called the Palace of the 
Two Towers, belonging to the family of Mo* 
lina. It is at prefent the monaftcry of th6 
monks of St. Sepulchre. 

This houfe was of an immenfe fize, and had 
two very high towers. It was delightfully fi* 
tuated fronting the port. Petrarch was de-r 
lighted to fee the veffels come in and go ont» 
* Thefe veffels,' fays he, ' refemble a mountain 
fwimming on the fea, and go into all parts of 
the workl amidft a thoufand perils, to cany 
our wines to the Engliih, our honey to the 
IScyiliians; our faffron, our oils, our linen, to 
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the Syrians, to the Armenians, to the Perfian$, 
and the Arabians; and, which is more incredi- 
ble, they carry our woods to the Achaians and 
Egyptians. From all thefe countries they bring 
merchandifes which they carry all over Eu- 
rope. They go even to the Tanais: the na-' 
vigation of our Tea extends no farther than that 
towards the north ; but when they are there, 
they quit their ihip^, and go to trade in the 
Indies and to China, and, after having pafled 
the Ganges and the Caucafus, they go by land 
as far as the Eaflern Ocean. Behold what men 
will do for the thirft of gold !' 

Petrarch's view toward the republic was 
fulfilled; feveral cardinals left their libraries to 
it after bis example, and it appeared the bed 
and fafteft perpetuation of many valuable au- 
thors; but by the humidity of the place, they 
were almoft all deftroyed, together with a pre- 
cious manufcript written by the evangelift St. 
Mark, 

At this time there happened a great event 
at Avignon, which difconcerted all Petrarch's 
meafures for his friend Simonides. Pope In- 
Aocent VI. died the 12th of September, 1362; 
he was a good and fimple man. The cardi- 
nals cad their eyes on his brother, Hugues Ro- 
ger^ a man of great worth, whofe virtue and 
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niodefty had gained him univeifal refpeO; ; but 
he refufed this dignity. They then eleded 
William Grimoard, abbe of St. Viftor. AU 
the world was aftoniflied, and even the car- 
dinals themfelves, at the choice of a pope who 
was not of the facred college. Petrarch fays 
to Urban, in a letter, fome time after, * It was 
the efFe6l of divine infpiration ; it was God, 
not the cardinals, ele6led you to the papacy, 
making the hands and tongues of men the in- 
ftruments of his good pleafure. Your name,' 
adds he, * was pronounced without their inten- 
tion. Full of pride, they efteem themfelves 
alone, and defpife all others, tlach one afpires 
to the fupreme dignity, and thinks himfelf the 
onlv one who deferves it : but, as he cannot 
name himfelf, he elefts another, from whom 
he expefts the fame return. How fliould it 
come into their mind to beftow on a ftransrer 
what they ainTedat themfelves? to raifefo high 
the chief of a fimple monaftery, though they 
had every proof of his holinefs and faith? How 
fliould they think of placing over them as a 
mafter, the man whom they had been ufed to 
command? No; it was God who placed yoii 
in their ballots without their defign. What 
muft have been their furprife, and that of all 
the world, when they beheld an abb^ ele6led| 
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while there were fo many cardinals who might 
pretend to the papacy!* 

As William Grimoard was in Italy, th^ car- 
dinals fent a courier to inform him of his elec- 
tion, and agreed to keep it fecret till he had 
accepted it. He had been fent to Naples with 
a compliment of condolance to queen Jane on 
the death of king Lewis, and to watch over 
her condu6i;. He was at Florence when he 
heard of the pope's death ; and when he 'went 
•from thence, Villani alfures us, he faid, * If I 
beheld a pope who would re-eftablifli the holy 
fee, and overthrow the tyrants, I fliould be con- 
tent to die the day after.' The courier, having 
.overtaken him on his route, received his an- 
fwer. He arrived himfelf at Avignon foon af- 
ter, and was enthroned the next day by the 
name of Urban V. which he preferred to all * 
others, becaufe all who had borne that name 
were diftinguifhed for their piety. Petrarch 
feys, this choice proved the goodriefs of the 
pope, and his defign to fliew kindnefs to all 
the world. At his coronation, he forbade the 
cavalcade that ufed to pafs through the city, 
though all was ready for it according to cuf- 
tom, becaufe it appeared to him vain-glori- 
ous. He was very learned in the canon law, 
bad been employed by Innocent in feveral pub- 
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lie negoclations, and had acquired fo great a 
reputation for faith and piety, that every one 
applauded this eledion. 

King John^ who was at Villeneuye, made 
his entrance into Avignon, and dined with the 
new pope. He took this occafion to make 
him four demands; the tenths of the bene- 
fices for fix years, ^ the difpofal of the four firil 
hats, the mediation of peace between the holy 
fee and Barnabas Vifcomti, and the confent 
of the pope for the marriage of his fon Philip 
vith queen Jane of Naples. Urban, with great 
ikill, eluded all thefe demands. The king fiaid 
at Villeneuve to the end of December. Nicho- 
las Areme, who was in his train, pronounced 
z difcourfe before the pope and the cardinals 
with great pathos, in which he draws a fright- 
ful picture of the manners of the Roman court 
This gave him the honour of a place among 
the witneifes for the truth againil the popes. 

Petrarch was full of joy at this exaltation, 
Icnowing the great qualities of the pope, and 
his defign to re-efiablifii the holy see at Rome. 
He was again folicited by Urban to accept die 
place of fecretary, fiill vacant^, but he continued 
immoveable. While he was .rejoicing at thifi 
public event, he was informed of a private one 
that grieved him exceedingly; tliis .was the 
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death of Azon de Correge, who had been for 
fome time in a languifhing (late, but the (Irength 
of his confiitution had ftniggled through every 
diforder, till the plague put an end to his life. 
He left a widow of the houfe of Gonzagua, and 
two children, Gilbert and Lewis dc Correge^ 
who had been brought up by Modeo, that ge- 
nerous young man at Parma. They all wrote 
to Petrarch to acquaint him with their lofs, 
and to feek fome confolation in his friendlhip. 
The children faid in their letter, * We look 
upon you at prefent as our father and our mair 
ter/ * I accept,' replied Petrarch, * the firft 
with pleafure; though I merit not fuch chil- 
dren as you are ; but I rejeft the fecond, which 
does not become me. Ever fince you came 
into the world, I have adopted you for my 
rfiildren, and revered you as my mafters. I 
have not changed my fentiments, and I (hall 
feel all my life for you as I have done for your 
father. I exhort and conjure you, with tears 
in my eyes, to live in fuch a manner, that the 
world may be able to fay that your father has 
left children worthy of him, and that, inftead 
of one friend and one matter that I have loft, I 
may gain in you two friends and two mafters 
refembling him. This will be eafy for you to 
Mccompliih; if you are obedient to the counfels 
5 
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of your refpe6lable mother, and fubmiffivc to 
ber orders.* 

In his letter to Modeo, Petrarch fpeaks thus 
of Azon's friendfliip for him : ^ He loved no 
one as he did me, and faid I was the only per- 
son who had never given him any caufe of 
4K>mplaint, either by my words or a£iions; that 
he had fometimes little domefiic uueafinefTes, 
.even with his wife, that pious and amiable wo- 
man, and with his children, though gentle and 
obedient J but that his afFe6lion increafed every 
^ay for me, and he interefted himfelf tenderly 
in all my cpacerns. 

* All who would obtain any thing of him, 
^ifclofed their errand by firfl fpeaking kindly 
of me. I found in him the affiilance of a 
fnafter, the advice of a father, the fubmiffioa 
of a fon, and the tendernefs of a brother. I 
paiTed with him a great part of my life; every 
thing was common between us, good or bad 
fortune, the pleafures of town or country; his 
glorious labours, his happy leifure, nothing was 
excepted: when we journeyed together, he 
would expofe his life for mine, Alas I why 
did he not take me with him in the lafl jour- 
ney he will ever make?' 

Thefe letters were tranfcribed from a manu- 
fcript in the Medicis library. The widow of 
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Azoa wrote alfo, but her letters are loft. She 
was a lady of the greatefl; merit Soon after 
the death of her hulband, her brother, Flugolin 
de Gonzagua, a man of great genius, and po(r 
fefTed of a moft graceful perfon, was aiTaffinated 
by his brothers, who were jealous of the autho* 
rity his father had left him in*at Mantua. Pe- 
trarch fays, ^ I did not dare to touch upon this 
firing iii my letter, the poor woman is afflided 
enough already.* 

The plague having reached Florence, Boccace 
went to Naples, where he was invited by Ni* 
cholas Acciajoli; but not enduring any depend- 
ance, he fiayed but a ihort time with the grand 
fenefchal at Amalphi, where h^ lived like a fo« 
vereign prince. He came to Venice to his 
friend Petrarch, who was rejoiced to fee him^ 
and (hewed him every mark of friend fliip, 

Boccace brought with him a man of a very 
fingular charafter; he was a Greek of Theffa- 
lonica, called Leohce Pilate; he gives us this 
defcription of him. ^ He had a very ugly face, 
aud a terrifying countenance: he had a long 
beard, and ftifF black hair, which he fcarce 
ever combed. Plunged in continual medita* 
tion, he negleded all the rules of fociety, was 
rude and clownifh, without the leaft civility 
or good manners. But, to make up for thefe 
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defe6ls he was perfe6l in the Greek tongue, 
and his head was full of the Grecian hiftory 
and mythology : he had but a fuperficial know- 
ledge of the Latin ; but, perfuaded it was ho- 
nourable to claim a foreign origin, he called 
himfelf a Greek in Italy, and an Italian in 
Greece.' Boccace met with him in 1360, going 
from Venice to Avignon : lie took him to his 
houfe at Florence, and procured him a pro- 
fefTorfhip for the Greek language in that uni- 
verfity. Leonce explained the poems of Homer 
there for two years, and gave leffons upon them 
in private to Boccace. This Greek was not un- 
known to Petrarch ; Boccace had often fpoken 
of him, and joined with him in a letter to Pe- 
trarch in the chara^er of Homer, complaining 
that his works were very little known in Italy, 
and his name had hardly reached the Alps; 
and that even in his own country they had k)fl 
a great part of them. He then fpeaks of the 
ingratitude of his imitators, above all, Virgil, 
who has not fo much as named him, though 
ornamented with his fpoils; that his name, 
revered in former times by lawyers and phyfi- 
cians, is at prefent the fport of the public ; that 
Leonce Pilate has dragged him to Florence, 
where he is as it were exiled, having only three 
friends: he concludes by befeeching Petrarch 
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to take him under his prote6i;ion, and (belter 
him from the infults of the vulgar. 

Petrarch begins his anfwer with this ad* 
drefs : 

' Petrarch, little man, to the prince of the 
Greek Mufe :' and then proceeds to anfwer his 
complaints. * As to the lofs of your books, 
this is the fate of all human thins:s: and who 
ftall Complain hereafter in the fame fituation, 
fitice the fun of eloquence has fufFered an 
eclipfe? As to your imitators, always fure of 
the firft place, you ought to be pleafed with 
thofe who try to equal you, and fall fo fliort : 
for my own part, I wifh for fome to furpafs 
me: as to Virgil, he had the mod generous of 
foah, and if we believe Horace, was incapable 
of ingratitude. He has fpoken of Theocritus 
in his Bucolics, and of Heiiod in his Georgics, 
whom he copied: how came he then not to 
fpeak of you in his ^neid? It was becaufe he 
defiined to you the moft honourable place, 
ami would conclude his poem with your eulo- 
gy. Death prevented him; of that alone you 
can complain. 

* Do you forget the anfwer he made to thofe 
who accufed him of pillaging your verfes? 
^* He mud be ftrong indeed who can take the 
dub from Hercules,'* You feel the fait of this 
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reply. As to the contempt in which you have 
been held by fome, there are perfons whom 
it is an honour to difpleafe: it happens to you 
as to the fun ; weak-eyed people, and the birds 
of night, cannot fupport its luftre: all who have 
poflVfled a ray of genius, have regarded you not 
only as a philofopher, but as the firft and mod 
fublime of philofophers. 

. * You are not to wonder you have met* 
with three friends only in Florence, a city im- 
^lerfed in trade; but I am a(loni(hed you ihould 
pall it an exile to be brought out of Greece 
into Italy, Confider, however, you will find a 
fourth, and we may add a fifth, friend ther€;r 
who have received the laurel crown : and, as the 
world goes, five friends in one city is fdmething 
to boaft of. Look among the other cities; you 
$nd one at Bologna, the mother of fcience, two 
at Verona, and one at Mantua, if he has not 
quitted your colours, to follow thofe of Ptole- 
Wy. Perufia produced but one lover of fcience,. 
and he abandoned Parnaflus, the Apennine, 
and the Alps, to run about Spain. At Rome 
I know of none at prefent; but I knew many 
there, and elfewhere, formerly, who exift no 
longer upon earth. But are not perfons of this 
chara6ler rare even in your country ? The friend 
who exiled you to Florence, is, perhaps, the only 
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Greek attached to you. You had another who 
was my preceptor, Borlaam, the famous Greek, 
who died foon after I had obtained him a hi- 
ihoprick. You a(k my prote6iion, and feek a 
refuge in my houfe; but what can I do for 
you, when I cannot defend myfelf ? If you 
w^re perfecuted through envy in the learned 
city of Athens, what can we hope for from thefe 

« cities, plunged in ignorance and voluptuoufnefs? 
Though I do not merit a gueft like you, I am 
feeking your acquaintance with ardour ; and if 
the Thefialian perfe^s his in(lru£iions, I (hall 
foon complete the friendfhip which I have fo 

Jong defired. I have prepared you a habita- 
tion in my inmoii he^rt; nothing can equal 
the love and efteerp I have for you,* 
Petrarch and Boccace paffed the fummer 

. together in the moft delightful manner. Be- 
niutendi, chancellor of Venice, came frequently 
to vifit them in the evening when he bad finifh- 
ed his public affairs, and took them upon the 
water in his gondola: he was a man of letteri^, 
an excellent companion, and a fincere friend 
and admirer of Petrarch. There were fome 
Other perfons of genius who joined this littlq 
refined fociety ; Donat de Albanzani, and Pe* 
ter de Muglo. The fornier was a grammarian, 
Jiorniii the mountains of the Apenninei % mm, 

VOf.; II. T 
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of very amiable difpofitions, and agreeable con- 
verfation. * * He was poor, (fays Boccace ;) but full 
of honour, and one of my bed friends." The 
latter was a celebrated rhetorician : he was for- 
merly a profeffor at Padua, and called himfelf 
the fcholar of Petrarch ; in his old age he went 
to Bologna, and had for his pupil the famous 
Coluccio Salutati. 

The affairs of Boccace required his return 
to Florence ; and when he heard the plague 
was lefs violent, he left Venice. Petrarch, who 
loved him afFeftionately, feared the air. was not 
yet purified, and was extremely grieved at his 
departure. Boccace would have taken with 
him Leonce Pilate, but he wanted to return 
to his country, and waited for a ihip to fct fail 
for Conftantinople. Petrarch wiflied to detain 
him fomewhat longer, but he embarked foon 
after. Petrarch adds to the picture Boccace 
gave of him, that he was four, arrogant, and 
fometimes almoft crazy ; fo filthy as to diiguft 
every one ; and veiy inconfiderate and mdc in 
' his expreffions, of which he gives us an exam* 
pie. One day, when they were together at a 
foiemn feaft, where they fung high mafs ac- 
cording to the Roman ritual, with all the ac- 
cuftomed ceremonies, / I cannot fupport/ faid 
the Greek, * the nonfenfe of thefe Latins.' Pe- 
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trarch was extremely offeaded ^nd alarmed with 
his want of delicacy in this folemn (ituation, 

* If the people had heard thefe words/ fays he^ 

* they would have ftoned the unfortunate Greek. 
Though I wilhed for more inftruSion from him, 
I Was not forry for his departure. I feared I 
might c^'teh his. four, melancholy humour ; it 
is a difeafe of thjb fpul, as contagious as the dif- 
order3 of thebody.* Petrarch treated him, how- 
ever, with great kindnefs; and, as he perceived 
he read the comedies of Terence with pleafure, 
he gave him a copy of them to amufe him upon 
his voyage : * Though I cannot imagine,' fays 
he, * how the moft gloomy of the Greeks can 
relifli the moft lively of the Africans/ 

In the year 1363, a prieft, whom Petrarch 
had charged with a letter for L,elius, called 
on his return from Rome, and, with a mourn- 
ful (ileQce, put Petrarch's letter into his hand 
without fpeaking a word. Petrarch, perceiving 
his own characters and feal, cried out haftily, 

* What does this mean ? Why is this letter ftill 
fealed up? What is Lelius about? Where 
is he ?' The prieft kept his eyes fixed on the 
ground, and made no reply, Petrarch too well 
pomprehended his meaning, and gave himfelf 
up to grief. He had lived thirty years in the 
greateft, friendflup with Lelius. This lofs was 

y S 
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followed almoft immediately by that of Simo- 
nides, who died at Naples of the plague. The 
perfon who had clofed his eyes^ brought the news 
to Petrarch. He fought in the bofom of his 
friend Boccace, a confolation under thefe dif- 
treffes, and befeeches him to come to Venice. 
* You are dearer to me than ever, you arc al- 
moil the only friend left me. I know not what 
is become of Barbatus ; death ravages the coun* 
try he inhabits. Comply with my requell; you 
know my houfe, it is in a good air. Benintendi 
will pafs his evenings with us, and our Donat, 
who has quitted the mountains of Tufcany for 
the banks of the Adriatic. An abfolute foli- 
tude is contrary to humanity ; but to a philofo* 
pher and a man of letters, two or three friends 
are fufficient, becaufe at the word he can be 
fatisfied with his own company. If you wifli 
to vary your (ituation, we will go and ipend 
feme time at Triefte, or Capo de Iftria, where 
they tell me the air is good. Let us join to- 
gether in reviewing the works of Simonides, 
and iSttiug them for pofierity ; this is what I 
hoped fi'om you and from him.* A few days 
after this, he received the news that Barbatus 
was dead of the plague. The perfon from whom 
he received this account, had paifed his life 
with him, and befought Petrarch to write his 
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eulogy. Petrarch replied to his letter as fol- 
lows : 

* I ought to do what you deiire ; Barbatus 
well deferves it ; the fun never flione upon a 
kinder and more elevated fouL Letters were 
his food, and he fled from pomp and pleafure : 
he was neither proud nor envious: he had great 
knowledge, a,iid a memory to retain it ; a live- 
ly genius, and a flowing Ayle. He preferred 
aie to all the world, but fate feparated us ever 
fince the death of that incomparable prince who 
united us : we have lived at a diflance from 
each other^ fo that I am ignorant of his man- 
ner of life, what paflTed in his houfe, what he 
did for the republic, or his writings fince that 
time. You, who have paffed your life with 
him, can do nothing more honourable for your 
cocmtry, or yourfelf, than to make his works 
known : never was thei^e a better citizen. I do 
Bot except Ovid, whofe manners were not an- 
fwerable to his genius. Barbatus had more un^ 
derftandiag than Ovid, and his manners were 
irreproachable. The letters I have written to 
him, are a proof of the £ngular edeem in which 
I held him.' 

The place of apollolic fecretary being flill 
vacant, Francis Bruni wrote to Petrarch that he 
was known to the pope, who had often fhewj^ 
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him favour, and that be begged he would write 
a letter of recommendation for him to his ho- 
linefs. Petrarch replied, that it would be im- 
pertinent in a man like him to recommend one 
known and beloved by the pope. He wrote, how- 
ever, to Avignon ; and it was, no doubt, owing 
to the chara6ler he gave of him, that this office 
was conferred upon Bruni. When Petrarch 
was informed of it, he gave him fome admi- 
rable advice on his conduQ; in this important 
place: and, fpeaking of the Roman pontiff, he 
fays, 

* There is not a greater or more refpe6lable 
charafter; his peer is not in the world; but 
he ought, in his very elevated ftation, to be 
more humble and meek than he was before. 
He ought not to forget that he holds on earth 
the place of him who fays, ** Learn of me, *for 
I am meek and lowly of heart." Does it then 
fuit the vicar of an humble Lord to ^e proud and 
arrogant in fpirit?' 

Petrarch, writing to Boccace at this time, 
fpeaks of the Italian jugglers, who were poets 
and muficians joined: they went to the palaces 
of princes, or the caftles of great lords, to fing 
their praifes: their fongs were fometimes fa- 
tirical, on various fubjefts ; and they accom- 
panied them with the harp, pr fome other iii-^ 
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ftrument. ' They are a fet of people/ fays 
Petrarch, * who have little genius, great nic- 
mories, and dill greater impudence. Having no« 
thing of their own, they cover themfelves with 
the fpoils of others, and declaim with emphafis 
the verfes they have learned by heart: they 
hereby conciliate the favour of the great, who 
give them money, clothes, and fometimes 
confiderable prefents. They feek thefe means 
of living among authors, whofe verfes they ob- 
tain by prayers, or money, when the neceffities 
of the author, or his covetoufnefs, will part 
with them on thefe conditions, I have often 
been troubled with their importunities; but, 
filenced by my refufals, they come rarely to me 
at prefent: now and then, touched by the 
mifery of the petitioner, I give him a produc- 
tion to procure him food. Some, who have 
gone from me naked and pennylefs, have re- 
turned fome time after drefled in filk, their 
purfe well filled, to give me thanks for having 
relieved their diftrefs. I afked one of them 
why he always came to me, why he did not go 
toothers; toBoccace, for inftance: he replied, 
he had often, ^nd without fuccefs. As I was 
furprifed that a man fo prodigal of his wealth 
ihould be fo avaricious of his poetry, they told 
ine he had burnt all his verfes in the vulgar 

Y 4 
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tongue, becaufe they were inferior to mine» 
Tell me, is it from pride or modefty you have 
done this? Did I even precede you, who 
ihould be fo happy to walk in the fame line, 
would there not be too much prefumption in 
refufing the fecond or third place, and behold- 
ing with impatience the fuperiority of two or 
three fellow-citizens ?' 

The firft rank in letters had been given to 
Dante, the fecond to Petrarch, and the third to 
Boccace. Petrarch proceeds in his letter to 
comment upon the ignorance of his age. 

* Age obfcure and inglorious !' fays he» 
*Thou defpifeft Antiquity, thy mother, the ia- 
ventrefs of all the arts ; thou dared to compare 
thyfelf to her, and even arrogate the preference^ 
I fpeak not of the people in general, whofe* 
opinion is always to be defpifed ; or of the 
military, who think their art in its perfe6lion 
when it is in the decline, and who go to com*: 
bat dreffed out as for a wedding, more oc- 
cupied to pleafe their miftrefles^ than terrifjf^: 
their enemies ; their ignorance is their excufe. 
I pafs over in filence all thofe kings who make 
royalty confift in gold and purple, the fceptre 
and the diadem, while they are governed by 
their own paffions; profperity blinds them, 
and how then ihould they penetrate into aa*. 
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tiquity ? But what can men of letters alledge^ 
who are guilty of the fame error? who con- 
demn Plato and Ariftotle, make a mock of 
Socrates and Pythagoras, defpife Cicero, that 
god of eloquence, think flightly of Varro and 
Seneca, and look upon the ftyle of Livy and 
Salluft to be rude and vulgar? I had a conver- 
fation one day with a philofopher of this kind, 
who went beyond all that I have faid, and had 
the horrid prefumption to blafpheme againft 
Jefus Chrift, and the doArine of his gofpel. 
I was talking with him in my library, and I 
happened to quote fome paifagcs from the 
facred books : he replied, his brows bent 
with difpleafure, *' Keep to yourfelf your doc* 
tors of the church; I know very well who 
ought to be followed." " You fpcak," faid I, 
** with the authority of the apoftle Paul; I 
wifli you thought as he did." *• Your St. Paul,** 
he replied, ** is a fool, and a fower of words.'* 
** It is true," faid I, ** that the feed he has fown 
has had^reat fuccefs, cultivated by his fucceC- 
fbrs; and, watered with the blood of the mar«- 
tyrs, -it has produced an abundant harveft/* 
With an air of compaffion, and a contemptuous 
grin, he replied, '^ Be a good Chriftian as long 
as you pleafe ; for my part, I believe nothing 
about it: your Paul, your Auguftine, and aU 
1 
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the bthei-s you boaft of, were only idle babblers. 
Oh! if you could read Averroes, you would fee 
how fuperior he is to them all!" I own that 
this blafphemy put me into fuch a paffion, it 
was with difficulty I could contain: " Go," laid 
I to him, *^ hold elfewhere fuch difcourfes as 
thefe;" and, taking him by the cloak, I put him 
out of my houfe with more roughnefs than fuited 
my chara&er. There are a multitude of fuch 
people as thefe, whofe infolence and ignorance 
nothing can fupprefs; neither the refped due to 
Jefus Chrift, nor the fear of inquifitors, prifons, 
or faggots, nothing can make any impreffion 
upon them. Thefe are the people, my dear 
friend, with whom we live, and who take upon 
them the office of our judges. Not content 
with having loft the works of the ancients, 
they infuk their manes: eager after novelties, 
they attach themfelves to new guides, fpread 
abroad new dodrines, and defpife all that are 
ancient. We cannot hope for better judges in 
pofterity : licentioufnefs increafes every day, 
and the number of its philofophers ; the 
fchools, marketplaces, and ftreets, are full of 

them.* 

: Soon after writing this letter, Petrarch went 
And paiTed the autumn at Pa via : Galeas Vif- 
comti had built there the fineft palace in the 
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world. At Eafter he went always to Padua, 
to difcharge, at that holy time, the office of his 
canonry. The Florentines, who afked him to 
refide in his own city, applied to the pope 
to grant him a canonry there. The pope had 
fomething better in view for him ; but the 
rumour of his death being fpread over France, 
the pope difpofed of that, and the benefices of 
Petrarch; many of which the latter, unknown 
to him, had given away to his friends: this 
eaufed a great difturbance in the Roman court. 
This falfe report had fpread to Italy, and they 
wept for him at Milan, and even at Padua, 
which is fo near Venice, * That had I been dead,' 
fays he, * they might have heard my laft figh 
there.* He had a fort of complaint, which was 
very troublefome, and occaftoned fo great an 
itching, that he was unable to write, or em- 
ploy himfelf in his ufual affairs : this was the 
6nly ground of the report. 

In 1365, Boccace went to Avignon on fome 
public affair. He wrote to Petrarch, giving an 
Account of his friends whom he faw at Avig-^ 
Hon, and particularly Philip de Cabaflble, now 
made patriarch of Jerufalem. As foon as he 
faw Boccace, though he knew him not, he ran 
tP embrace him in the prefence of the pope 
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and the cardinals, afking with impatience for 
news of his dear Petrarch. 

Petrarch, fome months after this, fent his 
Treatife on Solitude to Philip de Cabaflble^ 
which he had long promifed, but could not 
before get copied. This prelate wrote to Pe- 
trarch to thank him for his book : he aflured 
faim, the pope and the cardinal Gui of fiologna 
were deiirous of it; that the archbi£hop of 
Embrun, and the biihop of Lifbon, had read 
it with great pleafure. * As to myfelf/ adda 
be, ^ I delight in it fo much, that I msdke them 
tead it to me at my repafts.' 

* You have the eyes of a lynx,* replies Pe- 
trarch, ^ but your friendihip for me has blinded 
you; it is always equally ardent You will 
caufe me at length to efteem my own works ; 
for why ihould I fuppofe that fo many great 
men are deceived in their judgments? Truly 
you will infpire me with confidence and emula- 
tion !' 

Donat, the friend of Petrarch at Venice;^ 
came one morning to inform him of the tra- 
gical death of Leonce Pilate. When he was 
got to Greece, he wrote Petrarch a letter, as 
long and as dirty as his hair and his beard, in 
which he praifed Italy to the fkies, faid every 
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ill thing he could devife of Greece, and curfed 
Byzantium. He concluded, by defiring from 
Petrarch, a letter of recommendation to the em- 
peror of Conftantinople, by M'hom, he aifured 
him, he was as well thought of as by the em- 
peror of Rome. Petrarch made no anfwer to 
this letter. The Greek, who fighed after Italy, 
and wanted to be recalled there by Petrarch, 
wrote feveral times to acknowledge his error 
in returning to Greece, and to defire him to 
pardon it ; but Petrarch, who knew his natu- 
ral inconftancy of humour, and believed him 
too old to alter, agreed with Boccace to give 
him no anfwer. ^ This Greek,* faid he, ' who 
would have been ufeful to our (ludies, if he 
were not a favage beaft, ihall never be recalled 
by me. It is but juft that a man who, though 
in mifery, trampled under foot the delights of 
Italy, fhould drag out a miferable life at By- 
zantium. Let him gOy if he will, with his filthy 
beard, his ragged cloak, and his brutifli man- 
ners, and keep the labyrinth of Crete, where 
I know he paffed feveral years.* 

Not withftanding Petrarch's continued filence, 
Leoncc embarked for Venice in the firft fhif> 
he could meet with, perfuaded that Petrarch 
and Boccace would behold him again with 
pleafure, or ^t lead that they would not fhut 
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their doors againft him. Having fafely paffed 
the Bofphorus, the Propontis, the Hellefpont, 
the Egean and Ionic feas, he was entered hap- 
pily into the Adriatic, when there arofe on a 
fudden and dreadful ftorm. While every one 
was employed in the ueceffary buiinefs of the 
fliip, the terrified Greek had bound himfelf to 
a maft, when a flafli of lightning fetting fire to 
the cords of the fails, he was confumed in a 
moment. The people in the ihip were feized 
with terror, but no one periihed except Le- 
once. The fliapelefs and half-roafted body of 
this miferable Greek, was thrown into the fea, 
and devoured by the fifh of Italy inflead of the 
worms of Greece, to whom Petrarch had def- 
tined it. He was touched, however, with this 
event, and wrote to Boccace to impart it to 
him. ' This unfortunate man,' faid he, ' is gone 
out of this world as mournfully as he cam^ 
into it. I believe he never experienced one 
ferene day. His phyfiognomy feeraed to an- 
nounce his cataftrophe. I cannot divine how 
any fparks of poetic fire could ever penetrate 
into a foul enveloped with fuch thick dark- 
nefs. His clothes and his books are not loll; 
I will have them fought ; for, perhaps, there may 
be an Euripides, and a Sophocles, and fome 
other books he proqnifed me/ Petrarch was 
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ever affiduous in his fearch after the bed Greek 
authors. He begged Boccace to fend him the 
tranflation of Homer made by Leonce* It 
was written out fair by the hand of Boccace, 
who had worked at it with the Greek. The 
nianufcript comprehended the whole Iliad, and 
a part of the Odyffey. Leonce had not finifh- 
ed the laft. Petrarch had fighed for this Latin 
Homer many years. * The Greek and Latin 
authors,' fays he, * which were in my library, 
received him with tranfports of joy.' 

In February, 1366, there was great rejoicing 
in the houfe of Petrarch at Venice; Frances, 
his daughter, was brought to bed of a fon, to 
whom Donat ftood godfather, and to whom 
they gave the name of Francis. She had .a 
daughter before this, born in 1363. 

Every letter Petrarch received from Avig- 
non, above all, from Philip de Cabaflble, whofe 
opinion weighed with him more than all the 
reft, was filled with the praifes of Urban. The 
-church refounded with his fame ; nothing was 
talked of but his wit, his eloquence, his piety, 
his love of juftice, his zeal for order, his bounty* 
to the good, and his averfion to the wicked. 
He began his pontificate with the wifeft regu- 
lations. He fent back the courtly prelates, 
and reprefled the greedinefs of the ecclefiafticSy 
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obliging mod of them to be content with one 
benefice. He extended his care alfo to the re- 
formation of luxury, in the habits of the monks 
and clergy. The black monks had taken it 
into their heads, to place upon their cowls high 
crooked bonnets, which they called horns. He 
forbade them to wear thefe bonnets; and the 
officers of his palace had orders to take them 
off by force, if they appeared there in them. 
Petrarch highly approved thefe regulations, and 
only wiihed this great pope would extend his 
reformation to the drefs of all the world, but 
principally in Italy. * Who can behold,' fays 
he, * with patience, the flioes with pointed 
toes, fo long that they will reach the knee; 
head-drefles with wings to them, the hair put 
into a tail; the foreheads of the men furrow^ 
ed with the heads of thofe ivory needles with 
which the women faften their hair; and their 
flomachs fqueezed in by machines of ironl 
&c.' 

One of the bed reforms of Urban was tl^l 
fuppreflion of afylums. A man, guilty of the 
' greateft crimes, had only to take refuge in the 
court of a cardinal's palace, and he could not 
be purfued by juftice. The cardinal de Tail- 
lerand, who knew the chara6lers of men, for*- 
faw this would be a great pontiff; for^ s^ little 
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time after his exaltation, he faid to fome one^ 
who a(ked him his opinion of Urban, * We 
have now indeed a pope.' Petrarch could not 
hear thefe things without fliedding tears of joy^ 
and was tempted to write to this great nian« 
After fome hefitation, he was encouraged to do 
it The chief of his letter, is an ardent requeft 
that, after fo many excellent works, he will put 
the finifhing hand to all, by removing the holy 
fee to Rome; and he fpeaks with the utmoft 
freedom, and even prefumption, on the fub- 
jefts he was led to examine, by the hope of this 
great event. 

The anfwer of Urban was agreeable to the 
benevolence of his chara£ler. * I received vour 
letter,' fays he, 'with pleafure, and read it with 
attention. I find many things in it worthy of 
praife, for the beauty of the thoughts, and th^ 
elegance of the ftyle. I admire your elo- 
quence, your wifdom, and your zeal for the 
public good. I Ihall be charmed to fee you, 
and to have it in my power to give you fome 
tokens of my favour. ' 

Urban, who was more verfed in the canon 
law, than in hiftory and the belles lettres, de- 
fired Francis Bruni to make fome comment 
upon Petrarch's letter, that he might under- 
fland it with more eafe. Every body at Avig- 
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Hon was aftoniflied with this requeft. Soort 
after he received this letter, the pope, whofe 
inclination was in perfeft accord with it, de* 
dared his refolution to depart for Rome the 
Eafter of the following year, and ordered the 
apoftoHcal palace to be repaired, which had been 
long rieglefted, and that they fhould prepare 
lodgings for him at Viterbo, where he would 
ftop. The king of France, who found it ad* 
vantageous to have the pope in his neighbour* 
hood, fent Nicholas Oreme, who made a very 
flat oration in full confiftory. The pope re- 
plied to it with gravity, and in a few words, and 
Ihewed the impreffion it had made, by haften- 
ing the preparations for his departure. 

In iS66, Petrarch went to pafs the hot 
iiionths at Pavia. The cburt of Galeai^ Vif- 
comti was in the midft of jby and feftivity at 
the baptlfiii of a slaughter, whom Ifabella of 
France lay in of in May; Petrarch found Ga- 
leas hhiifelf in a pitiable ftat^ with the gout, 
which torAiented him toiore than eVet: he had 
it in his feet, hands, and flioulders; the othelr 
parts of his body were without motion; and his 
nerves fo (hrunk, that he could not hold Inm- 
fclf upright; The piains he fuffer^dj were fo 
terribly fliurp and fev^re, that his friends couM 
^ot behold him.WitliK)ut tears: his eoiirkge bnd 



V£. ' PETRARCH* 339 

patience aftonilhed all the world. It was in-r 
deed wonderful, to behold a man of his rank, 
itill young, of a delicate conftitution, brought 
op in foftnefs and pleafure, deprived of all his 
Kmbs, and fufFeriog fuch agonies, without the 
lead complaint. He looked upon his di{lem-< 
pered body, with as tranquil and ferene an air, 
ag if it had been the body of another man. Hei 
fent to Florence for Thomas de Garbo, tha 
greateft pliyfician, at that time, in Italy. Tho- 
mas joined to a great knowledge in his profef- 
fioUj a veryextenfive praftice; he told Petrarch 
he had never feen fo flrong and fo healthy a 
conftitution as his in his life. 

The 20th of July, 1366, Petrarch awaking 
at midnight, as was his cuilom, to fay matins^ 
recolle^ed, that, juft at that time, he entered 
into his fixty-third year, which is looked upon 
as the mod critical period of human life. * I was 
bom,' fays he to Boccace, ' at Arezzo, in 1304, 
on M'Onday the 30th of July, at the break of 
^ *4lay. Many princes, philofophers, and faints^ 
have died at this period : obferve what happens 
to me,'^ dnd judge from my fate/ 

At kht end of OSober, 1 366, Petrarch recei- 
ved a vlfit from Stephen Colonna the younger, 
the only remaining branch of that illudrioua 
family. He caii>e from France, and was going 
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to Rome, to wait the arrival of the pope. Af- 
ter many hours of converfation, oot having toiet 
for fuch a number of years, Stephen, in hade 
to depart, afked Petrarch if he ihould carry no 
meffage from him to the pope, Petrarch re- 
plied, ' After prefenting my humble duty to 
the holy father, relate to him the following 
biftory, which is taken from Seneca. Alex- 
ander having acquired the name of Great by 
his vi6lories in Ada, the Corinthians fent am- 
bafladors to him, to offer him the freedom of 
their city ; a thing ridiculous in itfelf, but which 
they had never done to any but Hercules. 
This determined Alexander not to defpife the 
prefent they made him. There are things mean 
in themfelves, which obtain value from their 
rarity. This example authorifes n>e to offer my 
heart to the pope : though I am only a worm 
of the earth before him, it may be ^cceptable^ 
perhaps, becaufe, of all the popes of this ag^, 
to him alone have I offered it. Ifheaiks, why 
fuch wife, eloquent and generous men as have 
been among them, and whofe kindnefs I have 
experienced, have never obtained thi^.ffom me, 
you may anfwer, becaufe, according; to my 
judgment, he is the only one of them who has 
done his duty.' 
The twenty-fifth of October, this year, Ni- 
2 
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cholas Acciajoliy the great friend and patron of 
Petrarch, died at Naples. His biographer re- 
lates, that St Bridget, coming to that city, 
iodged with dame Jaquette, fifter of the grand 
fenefchal, and that ihe faid to her one day, 
/ Your brother will die fliortly/ The fifter, 
diftrefied at this predi6^ion, went to feek her 
brother, and found him with the queen in good 
health ; but he died a few days after, of an ab- 
fcefs in his head. His body was carried, by 
his order, to that magnificent monaftery of the 
Carthufians he had built near Florence, and to 
which he had fent a great number of precious 
manufcript^ intending 16^ eilabliih a library, 
and finifh his days in that delightful fpot. 

In the beginning of the year 1367, Petrarch 
underwent a domeflic chagrin^ which (as it 
regarded a perfon of great confequence to the 
republic of letters, after the death of Petrarch, 
and moft writers of that perfon's life have mif^ 
taken many circumilances in it) ihall be infert* 
ed here from Petrarch's letters : I fpeak of John 
Malpighi, known by fbme by the name of John 
of Ravenna. His father, tliough he had neither 
birth nor fortune, fent him, when very young, 
to iUidy at Venice : he was fo fortunate as to 
have Donat de Prato for his matter, who con- 
ceived a particular friendihip for him, Petrarch 
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took him into bis houfe in 1364. He defcrib^s 
him thus to Boccace: 

* A year after you went from me, I took 
to live with me a young man of good cha- 
ra£ter; he has a lively and penetrating genius, 
and an extraordinary memory. He learned 
my twelve Eclogues by heart in ekven ci;4y% 
and recited them without hefitation. Notwitbr 
{landing this ftreogth of memory, he hds fir^ 
and imagination, qualities rartly united* If be 
lives, I hope he will be fomethtlig great He 
hates and flies from money as much as dthen 
love and defire it ; it is to no pnrpofe to offer 
it, he will hardly receive the neceffaries of lifcL 
As to the love of retirement, faflitigs, and 
watchings, he goes far beyond me. Sliali I 
own it? By thefe difpofitions, he has infinu- 
ated himfelf into my heart tofuch a degree, that 
I love him as if he was my own fon, and even 
more ; for my fon would be mafter, according 
to the fafhion of the age; and this young man 
is all obedience, more occupied with plealing 
xne than himfelf He a6is from feeling, and 
not from intereft: he ieems to deiire nothing 
but to improve by my affiftancc. My familiar 
epiftles were in the iitmoft difordcr; four of 
my friends had undertaken to ai*range them, 
but were foon tired of the employment; hfi 
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accompliflicd this ta(k: there are three huiir 
dred and fifty, including this I am writing: 
you fliall have them written by his hand, which 
is clear and di(lin6t, and not like that of mod 
writers. He has a talent for poetry, aud, if he 
cultivates it, he will fucceed admirably. The 
timidity of his youth gives him an air of cm- 
barraffment, and his cxpreffion is not ealy, but 
his lentiments are fublime and delicate. lie 
loves to imitate at prefent, which is agreeable 
to his age; in time he will ceafe to copy, and 
from the ftyles of others, form one of his own 
that fliall excel them.' 

Malpighi feemed to be formed exprefsly for 
Petrarch: he took him with him every where, 
in all his journeys and amufements; and, to 
attach him ftill more, he cayfed him to take 
upon him the ecclefiaftical ftate. The bi/liop 
of Ravenna, who conferred it on him, com- 
manded him to love and honour Petrarch, ne- 
ver to leave him, and to look upon the happi- 
lie(s of falling into his hands, as a particular fa- 
vour of Prov idence. Petrarch procured for him 
the certain reverfion of a benefice, which iLould 
enable him to buy books, clothes, and all he 
wanted, without recourfe to any one, and in- 
tended to do much more for him. 

Thi£ young man^ amiable as he was^ and the 
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delight of Petrarch, went into his ftudy, and 
told him plainly, he could not ftay any longer 
with him, and that he defigned to go away im* 
mediately, Petrarch, aflonilhed beyond mea- 
fure, dropped his pen, and looking attentively 
at him, and perceiving in his countenance the 
diforder of his (bul, he afked him what all 
this meant, and whether he had any caufe of 
complaint againfl; him, his friends, or his fer- 
vants? John declared he had not; and added, 
with tears, that he well knew he ihould never 
be fituated fo happily and honourably as with 
him. 

* If this is the cafe, unhappy young man,' 
faid Petrarch, * if nothing is wanting, nothing 
difpleafes you m ith me, why would you leave 
me? Where do you propofe to go?' John, 
with a voice interrupted by tears, replied, * I 
only leave you becaufe I can write no longer.* 
* How then? Do your hands tremble? Does 
your eye-fight fail you?* * Neither one nor 
the other; but I have taken fuch a difguft to 
writing, that I cannot bring myfelf to take up 
the pen again.' * I told you fo,' replied Pe- 
trarch ; * you wrote too much. It is excefs that 
produces difguft. Leave off writing, repofe 
yourfelf, and you will find that your tafte for 
\t MiU TCturn.' * No,' replied John, with ft 
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melancholy air : * I fliall never more write for 
you, or any one/ * So much the better; do not 
write: I did not take you for my fecretary, but 
my fon. You fliall read, you fliall chat with 
me ; you fliall accompany me every where, and 
be the ornament of my little houfe/ — * I in- 
habit a houfe where I do nothing ! Eat bread 
I have not earned! I have too much heart 
for that. Your arguments are vain : let me go 
freely, or I fliall depart without your permif- 
fiou.* 

Petrarch, hurt by this anfwer, replied to him 
with fome fliarpnefs, * Wretched young man ! 
and do you then think fo poorly of yourfelf, 
that you cannot be ufeful to me unlefs you 
write ? You have deceived me : I had con- 
ceived a better opinion of your underfianding. 
But what will our friend Donat fay, who gave 
us to each other ?' * He may fay what he will ; 
what have I to do with Donat ?' * Ungrateful 
as you are, is it thus you refpeft your matter, 
and the father of your foul ? When he fliall 
fee you without me, he will aflt you where you 
have left your father; he will believe either 
that I am dead, or that your head is turned/ 
Petrarch then recalled to his remembrance the 
exhortations of the bifliop, and tried to con* 
vince him of his cpmfortable fituation. * U 
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is all in vain/ faid John ; ^ nothing can move 
my refolution.' Saying this, he went out im-r 
mediately, and dire6ied his fleps to the gate ; 
but he could not get off, becaufe the city of 
Padua is furrounded with double walls, and two 
rivers. lie came back very melancholy. Pe- 
trarch begged he would acquaint him with the 
true caufie of his departure, promifing to let him 
go, and to give him money for his journey, 
and letters of recommendation. He ftill pro- 
tefted that he had no other reafon for leaving 
him than that he named. * For my own part,' 
fays Petrarch, ^ I think he muft have been 
tempted by fome otlier profpeft, or that he is 
turned fool. His eyes wander, and are differ 
rent from what they were. When he walks 
through the city, the people point at him, and 
fay, ** Do you fee that young ma^ ? JLearning 
has turned his head." I am jud now inforiped 
it is h is defign to go to Naples. M^ho knows ? 
perhaps from the cinders of Virgil of Mantua, 
may rife up a new Virgil of Ravenna. He has 
been fppiled with praife: to give him emula- 
tion, we have fed him with pride. This wiU 
be a leflbn hereafter, to praife none but perfoo^ 
of approved virtue, and not to depend on per- 
fons of his age. 

Petrarcii hafteued to put thi$ young ma{i 
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again into the jbands of Donat, hoping h^ 
might cure bim of thia folly. He appeared 
better at firft, but it foou returned. There 
was nothing fixed or regular in his detigns: 
fomctimes he would go to Naples, to fee the 
tomb of Virgil; fometimes into Calabria, to 
fcek the bower of Enuius ; in fine, to Con* 
ilantinople and Greece, to learn the Greek 
tongue. Petrarch in vain reprefented to him 
that he did not perfectly underdand Latin; 
that the voyage was full of peril ; that he had 
no money; and that he would find nothing but 
ruins at Athens, and ignorance in Greece. 
When he was thus oppofed, be bent his brovi*8, 
talked in a confufed manner, and changed his 
intention. Every moment bis body appeared 
to be agitated by many contending fouls. The 
iconclulion of all was, he went away one day, 
faying, he would go and fee the Weilern Ba- 
bylon. . 

In croffing the Apennine^ to go to Pifa, he 
fuffered much from violent rains. Whcri lie 
found on his road any'one who knew Petrarch, 
he told them he went to Avigpon by his order. 
.Several pitied him, and blamed Petrarch for 
fending fo young a man, without experience or 
a companion, on fo long a journey. When he 
jcame to Pifa, he waited feme time for a fhip; 
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there was uone ; he wad tired of waiting, and 
repafled the Apennines amidfl a thoufand dan- 
gers. As he crofled the Taro, he was near be- 
ing drowned ; but a perfon who faw him fink- 
ing, drew him out of the water by his feet, a1- 
moft dead with famine, fatigue, and mifery. 
When he came back to Pavia, he had the air 
of thofe fliadows that glided round Virgil on 
the banks of the Styx. Petrarch fays on this 
occafion, ^ I no longer confide in this young 
man ; I exped every moment he will leave me 
4igain. He will find a little provifion I have 
made for him, and the door open. I ihall not 
even attempt to retain him. I know what I 
ought to think ; but you know me, and that 
there is nothing that I do not pardon and for- 
get ; no enemy, whoever he be, that I cannot 
love, if I find in him repentance and fliame : 
this foftnefs of my nature may fometimes be 
dangerous, but it will never make me bluih.* 

John, as Petrarch forefaw, did not remain 
one year in peace ; the rage of journeying came 
upon him again : he determined to go to Ca- 
labria, and Petrarch gave him a letter of recom- 
mendation for Hugues de St Severin, whom 
he knew at Naples, and who held a diftin- 
guiflied rank in that province. 

* It I'ecommend this young man to you,* 
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faid he ; ^ he has genius, and an excellent dif* 
pofition : feized with the madne& of running 
about the world, he is determined upon tra- 
velling for improvement. I cannot blame him 
for this choice, though I am very forry for his 
departure.* Petrarch gave him alfo a letter 
for Bruni, the apoftolic fecretary, as he was 
to pafs through Rome, who took him to his 
houfe; on which Petrarch felicitates him, 
' You are now,* fays he, * after many tempefts, 
got into a fine port: if you cannot live with this 
amiable man, I know not with whom you can 
live. Learn to fix, and remember the pro- 
verb, *'The rolling-ftone gathers no mofs." 
Learn to live with men; you will find fpme 
every where. You muft live with them, or 
with beads. You can neither fuffer folitude, 
nor the world ; this is a great diforder of the 
foul, which virtue alone can cure.* 

Thefe anecdotes concerning Malpighi have 
been dwelt on, as he was one of the raoft learn- 
ed men of this century, and contributed very 
much to the eftabliihment of letters. He went 
to teach at Padua after the death of Petrarch : 
he had there for his difciple, Sicco Polontin, 
who gives him the greateft praife. * He was,* 
lays he, * the wifeft, moft eloquent, and the 
bed matter in Italy, both for fcience and mo- 
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rals.' Colluccio Salutati fpeaks of him in the 
fame manner. The republic of Florence in- 
Tited him to be a profeflbr in that city in 1397; 
he pafled the red of his life there, and had for 
is difciples, the mod learned men of the fif^ 
teenth century, the Aretins, Pogges, &c. What 
he did for the Latin tongue, Emanuel Chry- 
foloras did for the Greek in that city : and this 
is the true period of the revival of letters, to 
^hich it muft be owned Petrarch greatly con- 
tributed, if we only copfider his forming the 
genius of Malpighi. 

In 1367, Urban removed to Rome. Moft 
of the cardinals were chagrined to leave the fine 
palaces they had built at Avignon. Five of 
them would not follow him, but remained at 
Avignon. The pope went in a Venetian gal- 
ley, and was efcorted by a fleet which the 
queen of Naples, tlic Venetians, the Genoefe, 
^nd Pifans, had fent to carry over the Roman 
court When they hiid weighed anchor, the 
cardinals who remained at Avignon, raifed 
horrid cries, and overwhelmed the poj^e xnih 
injuries. * Vile i>ope,* faid they, * impious fa- 
ther, whither are you leading your children ?' 
* One would have fuppofed,' fays Petrarch, * he 
•was kading them to Memphis among the Sa- 
TaeeAs/ -The pope defpifed tlifefe impotent rf- 



Tt* PETRARCH.' 351 "^ 

faults, and had a rapid coiirfe. He (lopped fome 
days at Genoa, and arrived in June at Viterbo, 
where he received the homage of all the Italian 
princes; and the ambaifadors of Rome brought 
him the keys of the city, and of the cafile of 
St Angelo. There was a commotion among 
the people at Viterbo, caufed by a quarrel of 
the inhabitants with the fervants of fome of 
the cardinals : but the fedition was foon ap^ 
peafed, and the authors of it hung up. 

Petrarch was delighted with this event, and 
wrote a long letter to the pope, which chiefly 
tends to prove the fuperiority of Italy to France: 
in it is tlie following remade on the French* 
* As to what regards the focial character, I owa 
that the French have a gay and cheerful tem- 
per, and are eafy in their manners and con* 
verfation ; they pay generoufly, they fing agree- 
ably, they entertain freely J they are, in fliort, 
amiable hods ; but we tnuft not feek amon^ 
them for folid manners, or true morality.' 

Anothfer of his remarks on the preceding 
popes is lingular. * I rife always at midnight, 
•to fing thepraifes of God ; the filcnce of the 
tiight is beft fuited to this employment It is 
-th^b part of my life when I am moft myfelf, 
d/nd moft delightfully employed. It is- a cuf- 
%ob\ I have tibferved, which has 'never beefiiw- 
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terrupted but by iicknefs, and which I ihall 
ever adhere to. In the office for Lent there is 
a prayer for the pope, which is to be repeated 
three times : I declare to you, that formerly, 
when I came to that part, I could fcarcely for^ 
bear fmiling, though I had more reafon to weep 
and groan. What, faid I, fliall I pray more 
frequently for a man who keeps the church in 
exile, and who leaves the chair of St. Peter 
empty, than for my relations and benefadors? 
However, I continued to pray, but it was not 
heartily. What a difference do I feel at prefect, 
fince the friend of God has rejoiced the tri* 
umphing church by his return ! When I pro- 
nounce his name, I bow three times profound- 
ly. I fay thofe three prayers with a louder and 
more diftinft voice : and I feem even to wifli 
for them before they come.' 

Galeas Vifcomti fent for Petrarch in 1368j 
to defire him to negociate a peace with the 
pope, who was in great difpleafure at the cour 
du6i; of Barnabas, and, in alliance with many 
of the great lords, he determined to extermi- 
nate the Vifcomtis. He alfo fent for him to 
be prefent at the marriage of his daughter Vio^ 
lante, which was foon to be celebrated at Mi^ 
Ian. This lord chofe Lionel, duke of Clairencei 
fecond fon to Edward, king of England, fprhejr 
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hufband. Her dowry was two hundred thou-* 
fand florins, and feveral places in Piedmont, 

This young prince croffed France, followed 
by all the Englifh nobility, who were eager to 
attend a marriage where the charms of Italy, 
and the magnificence of the Vifcomtis, led 
them to expe6l fo many plcafures. The duke 
was well received at Paris: the dukes of Berry 
and Burgundy walked before him, and he was 
lodged in the Louvre. His ftay in that city 
was one continued fcene of joy and feafling. 
The king loaded him with prefents. He paffed 
from thence to Chamberri, where the count 
Amedie, uncle to Violante, treated him kindly, 
and condu6ied him to Milan. He made his 
entry there in May, at the Pavian gate. Ga-* 
leas went out to meet him with a fuperb train. 
Blanche of Savoy, his wife, and Ifabella of France, 
wife to the count of Vertus, his fon, appeared 
at the head of fourfcore chofen ladies, all drelT-* 
ed with the greateft magnificence in the fame 
kind of habit. After them came John Galeas, 
count of Vertus, followed by thirty cavaliers, 
and thirty eqiierries in a uniform, mounted 
upon fine palfreys for the tournaments. The 
marriage was celebrated in the portico of the 
temple of St. Mary Majeur, in the fight of a 
vaft multitude. Galeas gave a fplendid feaft in 
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the court of his palace. Petrarch was feated 
at the firft table, where, except himfelf, there 
was none but princes and lords of the firft rank. 
This was a mark of diftinftion which at once 
ferved to fliew the friendfliip of Galeas, and 
that he knew what was due to genius, know- 
ledge, and fo great a chara6ler as Petrarch fup- 
ported through the world. 

John Froiffard, known by his hiftory and 
poems, came to Milan in the train of the duke 
of Clarence. He had been in England, and 
had paid his court there to Philippa of Hai- 
nault, wife of king Edward II. He was at 
this time about thirty, and feized this favour- 
able opportunity of vifiting Italy. It does not 
appear that he was known to Petrarch : he had 
not then arrived at the fame he afterwards 
procured ; fo that, having no rank in the re- 
public of letters, and being hid, as it were, in 
the buftle of this agitated court, it is not won- 
derful that Petrarch fhould have no knowledsre 
of him : but it feems furprifing he ihould not 
feek a union with Petrarch, who paffed for the 
greateft genius of his age, ifo defirous as he was 
of feeing and knowing all great charaClers: but 
he tells us himfelf, he was at that time abforbed 
in pleafure and in love. 

In the midft of thefe rejoicings, Petrarch was 
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informed of an event which grieved him ex- 
tremely ; the death of his little grandfon. ^ This 
child,' fays he, * refembled me in fo (trikiog 
a manner, that he might have been taken for 
my own. This rendered him dearer to his pa- 
rents, and to Galeas de Vifcomii, my lord, who 
bore the death of his own child with calmnefi, 
but flied many tears for the k^s of mine. For 
my own part, I could have M^ept .ajbundantiy ; 
but I fu!ppre(fed fi grief that did not become 
my age« I had ereded to his menoory at Pavia^ 
a little maufoleum of marble, on wJiich I had 
engraved, in golden cbarafilers, twelve elegiac 
verfes; ih tfe-efe were mentioned his age, two 
j^ears atid four mont^, and tiie toider forrow 
of his parents.' 

At this time Petrarch had the follawiog .Iefr» 
%€T Irom Boccace : 

' My jdear imader ! I fet out from GertaldD 
to come fo you at Venice ; but continual rains, 
and the badnefs of the roads, prevented my 
|>urfuing tny journey while you were there* As 
foou as the weather had cleared up, I was defi- 
;rous ;of feeing two perfons dear to you, yomr 
Tullia a«d her huiband, the only friends of 
yours I was not acquainted with* I met by 
accident upon the road, Francis de Broffano, 
yourfon-in^^law, who has, doubtlefs, toldyouixow 
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it rejoiced me. After the general compliments, 
and fome qiieftions concerning you, my atten- 
tion was fixed upon his fine figure, his tran- 
quil countenance, and the fweetnefs of his man- 
ners and converfation. I admired your choice. 
But how ihould I not admire every thing you 
do? 

* When I came to Venice, I did not accept 
the offer of your houfe, I will tell you the 
truth: I would not lodge with Tullia in the 
abfence of her hufband. I doubt not you will 
do juflice to my manner of thinking in this as 
in other refpe£ts: but others do not know me 
as well as you do. My age, my grey hairs, 
my fat, which render me of no confequence, 
ought to filence even fufpicion. But I know 
the world: they often fee evil where there is 
none, and find traces of its footfteps where it 
has never been: on the minuted trifle, you 
know, a falfe rumour is often raifed, which has 
as much effeft as truth itfelf. 

' After I had recovered my fatigue, I went 
to fee your Tullia. When Ihe heard me 
named, fhe came with eagemels toward me; 
and, with a modeft blulh, and her eyes caft 
upon the ground, paid me the politeft reve- 
rence; after which (he embraced me with filial 
tendernefs. I felt immediately that ihe was 
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only fulfilling your wiihes, and felicitated my 
felf in being fo dear to you. After the cou- 
verfation that is produced on a firft acquaint- 
ance, we went and feated ourfelves in your 
garden, M'ith fome friends who were with us. 
She then offered me your houfe, your books, 
and all that belonged to you, which Ihe preffed 
me to accept of with as much eagernefs as 
the delicacy of her chara6ler Would permit. 
While (he was making thefe offers, your be- 
loved little girl walked into the garden with a 
ftep of dignity far beyond her age: flie look- 
ed at me with a fweet fmiling face, though 
ilie knew me not. I took her into my arms, 
quite overwhelmed with joy: I thought I faw 
my own grand-daughter whom I have loft; only 
Ae was fomething older and taller, and had 
chefnut inftead of flaxen hair. Alas! how 
many involuntary tears, which I hid as much 
as poflTible, did the words, geftures, little quef- 
tions, and gay appearance, of your dear child 
cofl me on the refledion ! 

* I Ihould never end, was I to tell you how 
many inftances of friendfliip your fonin-law 
ibewed me on his return; the vifits he made 
me when he could not prevail upon me to re- 
fide with him ; the repafts he gave, with a po- 
litenefs and liberality like yourfelf. I ^viU only 
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mention onie inftance of his kindnefs. He knew 
that I was poor; I have never difguifed it. 
When be found nifC juft ready to leave Venice, 
which was late in the evening, he drew me 
afide, and, finding he could not make me accept 
the marks of liberality he offered, he ftretchcd 
out his gigantic arm to flip money into piy 
hand, and, bidding me adieu, ran away, leaving 
me confufed at his generofity, and diftrefled hy 
the obliging violence with which he enforced 
it. Heaven grant I may be able to make fome 
return !' 

Boccace concludes this letter, written in the 
eafy and familiar manner of his Decameron, 
with a tboufand expreffions of jfinendihip and 
veneration for his matter. 

The war in Italy was at this time carried 
on with warmth on all fides. Petrarch could 
not, therefore, return to Venice by land ; but 
he engaged the mafter of a veffel, for a great fum, 
to embark with him on the Po. All the great 
lords were his friends, fo that he had nothing 
to apprehend -from their foldiers, The bin* 
ditti, who infefted the highways, were his only 
terror. His friends, however, dreaded his en^- 
barkation: and his fervants, and the rowers, 
trembled at every veffel they beheld approach 
them, Petrarch alone felt no uneafinefsj an^r 
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in reality, he received the greateft civilities from 
all he met with. Every one faid, none but 
Petrarch could have pafied without accident in 
fuch a conjun6lure; every other veffel would 
have been pillaged; but they loaded his with 
game, fruits, and all kinds of provifions, and 
flopped him on his route only to fliew him 
every mark of refpedl. His modefty made him 
attribute the fuccefs of his navigation to the in- 
iignificance of his condition, and to his known 
love of peace, * which is,' fays he, ' (lamped 
upon my face.' When he came to Padua, 
Francis de Corrare \vent out to meet him; but 
the rain, and the approach of evening, oblig- 
ing him to return, he left fome of his people 
with orders to accompany Petrarch to his houfe, 
where he fent him provifions for his fupper, 
and after fupper went to him, and fpent the 
greateft part of the night in converfation with 
him. 

When Petrargh returned home, he was in- 
formed by fome letters from Rome, particularly 
one froui Francis Bruni, that the pope defired 
very much to fee him there. Petrarch replied, 
' he hoped foon to have that fatisfaftion; but 
the feafon, and a diforder in his leg, which he 
had hurt, prevented it at prefent. Bruni, in 
his letter, informed him, ,he had adopted antj 
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joined Colluccio Salutati in his office of apofto- 
lie fecretary with himfelf, and that Colluccio 
carneftly defired to be acquainted with Pe- 
trarch. He had devoted himfelf to eloquence, 
letters, and poetry, and ftudied facred and pro- 
fane hiftory under the moil learned men of his 
age: he loved men of letters, and attached 
himfelf in a fingular manner to Petrarch dur- 
ing the remainder of his life, and exprefled 
every fentiment of zeal and affection for his 
memory after his death ; and, though they ne- 
ver met, Petrarch cheriflied his affeAion with 
paternal love and attention. His anfwer to the 
firft letter of Salutati is as follows: 

^ Old age, which renders others talkative, 
impofes filence upon me. In my youth, I wrote 
many and very long letters; at prefent, I write 
very (hort ones; and thefe only to particular 
friends. With refpe6l to you, whom I have 
never feen, M'hom I know a little, but love 
very much, I fl)all write only a line in anfwer 
to your amiable letter. 

* Your ftyle pleafes me, and I am flattered 
by your kind opinion. I know I am unworthy 
of your praifes, and the homage you pay me: 
but it turns to your glory; for how highly 
muft you love virtue, who run after its very 
(h^dQw! If, deceived by fame, you treating 
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with fuch generofity, who can boaft only an 
empty name ; what would you not do for the 
man in whom you lliould behold a real and folid 
virtue!' 

In the letter of Salutati, not inferted, there 
is a great eulogy on the pope, and an account of 
many noble aftions done by him fince he came 
to Rome. In Oftober, 1368, the emperor came 
to the caftle of St. Angelo, and waited there for 
the pope: as foonas hefaw him, he difmounted 
from his own horfe, and, taking the reins of that 
the pope was upon, led the holy father to the 
church of St. Peter. Salutati (peaks of this 
condefcenfion of the emperor in the following 
lines to Boccace: 

' The Roman prelates who followed the pope, 
were charmed with the honour done him by 
the emperor. The people ran in crowds, tranf- 
ported to fee this union of the two greateft 
monarchs upon earth. The lovers of peace 
could hardly fatisfy themfelves with a fight 
which excited fuch pious emotions: but thofe 
who interpret every thing wrong, attributed 
to the pufiUanimity of the emperor, and a 
feigned humility, his fubmiffion to the pope. 
The enemies of the church either turned this 
affair into ridicule, or openly condemned it. 
for ipy own part, I was intoxigatqd with joy 
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to behold what our fathers have never feen, and 
which we dared not even to hope; the pon^ 
tificate in union with the empire, the flefl^ 
obedient to the fpirit, and the monarch of 
the world fubmiffive to the mons^rch of hea- 
ven!' 

The emperor performed alfo the office of 
deacon at the mafs, where Elizabeth, his fourth 
wife, was crowned the day of All Saints. He 
made a fhameful peace with the Vifcomtis, and 
in every adlion expreffed the covetous mind 
for which he was famed; after which, he went 
out of Italy weighed down with gold, leaving 
in exchange for it a great number of parch^ 
nients, and the fublime and imperial dignity 
proflituted. His condu6l was fuch, that Pe- 
trarch renewed not his connexion with him 
on this vifit to Italy. The pope's entering 
Rome, followed by two thoufand foldiers, was 
alfo difapproved by Petrarch; and, though he 
thought highly of his condu6l on the whole, 
he fpeaks with his ufual freedom of this ac- 
tion. 

^ * It does not,' fays he, * become the Roman 
pontiff to enter into Rome at the head of an 
army: his dignity, his fantVity, is a ftronger 
defence than fwords and ftaves. The arms of 
priefts are prayers, tears, falls, virtue, and fo- 
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briety of manners: the crofs of Jefus Chrift 
is the only ftandaril they ihould fet up; it h 
dreaded by devils, and reverenced by men: 
and, inftead of drums and trumpets, they fliould 
make the air refound with the fong of Halle* 
lujahr 

The pope at this time conferred the hat on 
Philip de Cabaflble, the friend of Petrarch. 
* Urban,' fays he, * is the only one who knew 
his merit. I rejoiced at firft; but after waixls I 
pitied my friend, and faid, * What has he done 
to the pope, that he jhould bind him with a 
chain of gold, when he has moft need of li- 
berty and repofe?* The pope was fond of Phi- 
lip ; he had left him governor of Avignon, 
and ordered him to fee the walls of that city 
completed, and that, if any cardinals oppofed, 
he fhould order their houfes to be pulled 
down. 

In the month of May, 1369, the cardinal de 
CabaiTole went to Montefiafcone to the pope, 
who was gone there to pafs the fummer. In a 
converfatiQn they had together, much was faid 
about Petrarch. Urban exprelFed a great defire 
to fee him, and begged the cardinal to join his 
endeavours to bring him to Rome. The cardi- 
nal wrote him a very preffing letter, which Pe- 
trarch was thus obliged to aofwer : 
8 



S64 . TH£ LIFE OF BOOK 

* Your letter found me in a languifhing ftate. 
I have had my fever forty days, and it has 
weakened me to that degree, that I am obliged 
to be carried to my church, though it joins my 
houfe. I feel that I jQiall never be well again : 
I am quite worn out. The holy father does me 
more honour than I merit. I owe it all to you. 
Heturn him a thoufand thanks in vou name and 
in mine.' 

The pope, thinking this was an excufe, wrote 
himfelf to Petrarch. * It is long,' fays he, * I 
have defired to fee a perfon endowed with all 
the virtues, ornamented with all thefciences: 
you cannot be ignorant of this, and yet you do 
not come. You make your health your apo- 
logy. Come as foon as you can without dan- 
ger or inconvenience. You will find me al- 
ways eager to behold you, and to procure you 
that repofe of foul after which you have long 
fighed." 

* Holy father,' replied Petrarch, ' is it pof- 
fible I iliould not ardently defire to behold the 
man whom God has raifed to the church, to 
draw it out of the infamous dungeon it was 
fixed in ? I fhould not think myfelf a Chrif- 
tian, if I did not love, (but what do I fay?) if 
I did not adore, the pontiff who has rendered 
fo great a fervice to the church and to myfelf.* 
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If the Po joined the fea of Tufcany, as it does 
the Adriatic, I would embark immediately: 
the calm motion of its waters would agree with 
my weaknefs, and you would fee me fail into 
your port feated in the midft of my books. 
The phyficians fay the fpring will re-eftabliih 
my health; in this hope I am feeking out 
horfes for my journey. I know that Cato the 
Cenfor had but one horfe and three fervants: 
but our depraved manners will not allow that 
iimple train: we cannot take a ftep now with- 
out being furrounded with horfes and grooms. 
I refill, as much as poffible, the torrent of fo 
perveife a cuftom : two horfes fuffice me when 
I am at home; but on a journey, I am obliged 
to have many more for ufe, and to avoid mur- 
murs. I am more known than I would be, 
and mufl fometimes bend a little to the cuf- 
toms of a luxurious age. I fhall avail myfelf 
of the firft gleam of health to obey your orders; 
but I am perfuaded, when you fliall fee at your 
feet a weak old man, ufelefs to all but him- 
felf, and who only fighs after leifure and re- 
pofe, you will quickly fend him back again to 
his humble dwelling. My friends write me 
word you wifli to ferve me; I doubt not your 
good will. You have promifed to procure me 
repofe of foul; I can receive nothing from you 
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I (hould efteem fo great a treafure: I ihould 
prefer it to the wealth of Croefus. 

* Riches take peace from the foul ; but rarely, 
if ever, beftow it. I would not fet a foot out of 
my houfe to gain an empire: I neither deiire nor 
•wifli for any thing beyond what I have. Love, 
duty, piety, and gratitude, thefe are the only 
fprings which can put me in motion. I aik your 
benedidlion and favour; and if to that you caa 
add repofe, you will fill up the wiihes of a poor 
old man.* 

Petrarch paffed all the winter in preparing 
for this voyage; and made his will, in which 
were the following difpofitrons: 

He forbids anyone to weep for his death; 
* becaufe,' fays he, * tears benefit mot the dead, 
and they may injure the living.' He aflis their 
prayers only, and that alms fliould be given tQ 
the poor to pray for him. * As to what regards 
my burial,' adds he, * let them do as they will; 
it is of little confequence to me where they 
place my body.' He makes, after this, fome 
pious legacies in favour of the religious orders, 
according to the cufl;om of that age; and h» 
founds an anniverfary in the church of Padui^ 
which is celebrated every year to this day, on 
the 9th of July. 

He bequeaths to the lord of Padua, his pio 
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ture of the Virgin, painted by Giotto, * which 
ignorant people,' fays he, * difcern not the 
beauty of, but which mailers in the art cannot 
behold without admiration.' 

To Donat, thegrammar-mafter at Venice, he 
gives all the money he had lent him^ 

He bequeaths the horfes he may have at his 
death, to two of the citizens of Padua he was 
al^quainted with, aiid that they ihould draw lots 
for them. To one of Ihem^ called Lombard de 
Serico, he owes the debt of one hundred and 
thirty-four gold ducats, advaticed for the ex* 
penfes of his houfe, which he charged himfelf 
with on a particular occafion, to the negled of 
his own affairs. He bequeaths to him a goblet 
filver-gilt, which he made ufe of to drink water 
in ; * more agreeable to me,* fays he, * than wine/ 
He bequeaths to John Abocheta, warden of his 
church, his great breviary that he gave a hun* 
dred fmncs for at Venice, on condition that, 
after his death, this breviary fliould remain in 
the facrifty, for the ufe of the priefts belonging 
to that church. 

To John Boccace, five hundred florins of the 
jgold of Florence, to buy him a winter habit 
for his evening ftudies. * I am affiamed,' fays 
he, * to leave fo fmall a fum to fo great a man :* 
and he begs all his friends to impute to hk for*- 
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tune alone the infignificance of his gifts. To 
Thomas Barbofi, of Ferrara, he makes a pre- 
fent of his good lute, for him to make ufe of 
in finging the praifes of God. To John Dondi, 
phyfician of Padua, he gives fifty gold ducats, 
for a gold ring to wear in the remembrance of 
him. 

He appoints Francis de Broflano, citizen of 
Milan, his heir; and defires him, not only as 
his heir, but likewife as his very dear fon, to di- 
vide in two parts the money he fliould find; olie 
for himfelf, and the' other for the perfon he had 
afiigned him. It fhould feem by this, he would 
not mention his daughter by name in a public 
will, as flie was not born in marriage. This 
daughter died in child-bed fixteen years after 
this, in the year 1384. 

With refpeft to his little eftate at Vauclufe, 
he gives it to the hofpital in that diocefe. 

If Francis de Broflano fliould happen to die 
before him, in his place, he makes Lombard de 
Serico his heir, who knows his fentiments; and 
as he has always found him faithful during hii 
life, he hopes he fliall find him fo after his death. 
This appeal's likewife to be a codicil in favour 
of his daughter. 

His laft bequeft is to his brother Gerard, a 
Carthufian of Montrieu : he defires^'his heir to 
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write to him immediately after his deceafe, to 
give him the option of a hundred florins of 
goldy payable at once, or by five or ten florins 
every year. 

1370. A few days after he had made his 
will, , Petrarch fet out on his route. The plea- 
fure with which he undertook this journey to 
Rome, made him believe he was in a condition 
tofupport it; but he foon found he had pre- 
fumed too . much upon his (Irength. When 
lie got to Ferrara, he fell down in a fit, in which 
he continued thirty hours, without fenfe or mo- 
tion, and it was fuppofed he was dead ; how- 
ever, they tried the moft violent remedies, in 
hopes thefe might recall his fenfes ; ^ but I felt 
them no more (fays he, fpeaking of this af- 
tcrwaifd^) than a ftatue of Polycletes, or Phi- 
dias.' 

NicbpUa IL of £(l, fon of Oblzzon, was 
then lord of Ferrara, and th^ friend and ad- 
mirer of Petrarch ; he was extremely touche4 
with his fituation, had him brought to his 
boufe, and took the greateil care of him. The 
phyficians, as well as others, thought he was 
dead, fmd the whole city was ip grief. Th^ 
news fpread to Padua, Venice, Milan, and Pa? 
via: crowds pame from all parts of Italy to his 
j^urial. Hugueii d« £{l» the brother of Nicho- 
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kSy a young man of great merit, wbo bad afia* 
gular tafte for the coaverfation of Petrarcli, 
ihewed him the moft tender attention and care 
during his whole illnefs; he went to fee hhn 
feveral times in the day, fent every moment 
to inquire after him, and bad every thing car« 
ried to him he thought might contribute to 
the re^ftabliAiment of his health. Petrarch 
acknowledged he owed his fuq^rifing recovery, 
from death itfelf, as it were, to the bouQ^ 
and affe^lion of thefe two lordc^; and exprefied 
the moft lively gratitude for their friendfhip* 
Hugues de £ft was fond of tournaments to diP* 
tvai&ioh. 

Tkefe tournaments were tiltings, w cotm^ 
bats with lances; equedrian games, which pre^ 
fetited an image of war, and helped ta fortti 
warriors, and keep up among them military 
ardour. There were fome traced of thera m 
France in the ninth and tenth centums^ nea* 
tioned in the Chronicle of Taus, and ftrangen 
called them the comhats^ •of the French. 
• Thefe warlike ex^Kifes pafTed from France 
to Germany and England; and the autl^ors of 
the Byzanthian Hiftory agree, that the people 
of the eaft learned thefe games from the Freachv 
Whatever precautions^ werCj however, iifed lA 
thefe games, and though edged and pomted 
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weapons were forbidden, they were always dkn- 
g^rousy and fomfctimes they proved mortal; 
which induced feveral ][)op69, and fome coun-* 
cifls^ to prohibit them : atid this was probably 
the reafon why thet were eftabliihed in Italy 
later than elfewhere, from tbo refpeA paid to 
the ecclefi^ftical authority. A Milanefe hif- 
torian fays, that Barnabas Yifcomti was thefirft 
who ordered in that city, in the year 1350^ 
tiltings on high faddles, and tournatnents ac- 
oording to the cuftoiti of France and Germany ; 
Mfter which they foon became the fafhiod iii all 
the courts of Italy. Hugues de Efl was the 
iord ift tHi« country Who diftinguiilicd himfelf 
the moft in ihttn, atid accfoired the hi^beft 
^lory* As bis life had been often endangered 
by this pra£lice^ hi^f relations defired Petrarch 
isijftry if he tcnsAA riot moderate this paffion f6r 
glovjf wbidi be indulged, beyond boundsL 
5^etrafCh wrote this yoiUrt^ lord the following 
i*pfftlej . 

* I learn with pleafute that you match .!»*• 
jfid]y art in the path of glory, tt h difficult, 
"iftd" k k fliort. Far frbm ftdpptwgy 1 wdWd 
tffliU, I would acceleifate yo6, in fo liable d c^i- 
ftefr Gro'; let nothing detain yob : 6b*rfr*ttt, 
if neceflary, perils and death : fight for y^Wi: 
'honour, fdf y6W oottirtry, for your fefetj^ J It 
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is for thefe you ought to difplay your valour^ 
and facrifice your life; but it is a madnefs to 
expofe it in fuch ufelefs and dangerous games 
as the equeflrian; there is more rafhnefs in 
this tlmn true courage. Renounce thefe phan-* 
toms of war, I conjure you. My age, rathet 
than my judgment, authorifes me to fpe^k to 
you in this manner: you will pardon my te^ 
merity, in confideration of my zeal. You have 
ihewn fufficiently of what you aire capable in 
theie exercifes ; it is time to (lop : and it \vouId 
be folly to purfue a courfe, where the peril you 
run is greater than the glory you can acquire. 
Leave thefe games to thofe men who can dd 
nothing more, who know nothing better, and 
whofe life or whofe death are of no confe- 
quence. Your welfare is precious to your bro- 
thers and your friends, and dear to the repub* 
lie. A foul like yours ought to be occupied 
with more noble objcfts. We no where read 
that Cffifar or Scipio amufed themfelves' with 
any games of this kind.* 

Hugues de Eft died foon after receiving this 
letter, in Auguft, 1370. Tournaments, though 
fo deftmdive to the nobility in France, were 
not put a (lop to till Henry II. was killed in 
.one of them. 
^ , \Yhen Petrarch was thus, recovered, by tl» 
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hofpitality and afTedionate care of the lords of 
Ferrara, he would have purfued his route, but 
the phyficians affured him he could not get to 
Rome alive. Their threats would not, how- 
ever, have prevented his attempting it, if his 
firength had feconded his defires ; but he was 
unable to (it his horfe. They brought him 
back to Padua, laid down on a foil &at in a 
boat. His unhoped-for return caufed as much 
furpife as joy in that city, where he was rer 
ceived by his lord, and the citizens, as a man 
come back again from the other world. To 
re-eftablifh his health, he went into the coun- 
try, to a place calkn Arqua, a large village 
iituated on the edge of a hill, which ihelters 
it from the north, famous for its beautiful 
vines, and the excellent wines they produce. 
An everlafting fpring reigns here, and there ar9 
little villas fcattered in a mod agreeable man* 
ner over this delightful place. Petrarch built 
him a houfe at the top of the village, and he 
added to the vines of the country a great num* 
ber of fruit-trees. 

Petrarch had quitted Venice for Padua, dif- 
guiled with that licentioufnefs of converfation 
which reigned univerfally there; and the phi- 
lofophy of Ariftotle, fo disfigured by former 
commentators, and not much enlightened by 

Bb? 
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AverFoes, whofe difciples at Veniee believed the 
world coteterual witl) God, and made a joke 
of Mofes, and his book of Geneiis. ^ Would 
the archited of the world,* fay they, ^ r^maJD 
fo long doing nothing? Certaiply no. It3 
youthful appearance is owing to ita revolutiQn9» 
and the changes it has undergone by ItA de* 
luges and conflagrations.' . They had a great 
contempt for Chrift, and hb apoftles, whona 
they treated as idiots; the greatefl .fathers of 
the church, as enthufiafis; as well as all thofe 
who did not bow the knee to Ariftotle and 
Averroes. They called the doctrines of Cbrifr 
tianity fables, and b^U and heaven the talQs of 
an afs; and finally, they believed that Provi- 
dence took no care of apy thing, under the 
region c^ the moon. ^Voiiv young Yenetiana of 
this fe£i had attached th^mfe^vos to Petrarob, 
who loved them, but oppofed their eipiniona: 
this liberty afioniihi^d them ; and in confe* 
quence of it, Petrareh was eiaatniped in a fort 
of juridical manner, and prondunoed by thefe 
judges to be a good man without letters : upon 
which occafion Petrarch wrote a treatifis, en- 
titled, His Own Ignorance^ and that of many 
Others; in which he fays, ♦ I care little for 
what they deny me, if 1 really pofle& the |[Qo4 
part the^ allow noe to glaim,' 



. Averroes was a Spaniard by birth, ■ who lived 
ta the twelfth centuiy>: he Mras a judge,, a phy^ 
ficiaOy a phtloToph^, and theologift: fae knew 
neither Greek nor Latin hiftory, nor andent 
philofophy ; he took the fentiments of Arifio- 
tie from an Arabian tranflation ; and men of 
learning agree, that the Arabian language iB 
very ill calculated to exprefi^ the turns of the 
Greek, and (he philoibphical ideas in this 
work. 

Petrarch had hinifelf formed the deiign .of 
confuting the doiSirines. of this :b6ok ; but hfe 
•engaged father Lewis Mariili, an Augu&ine 
monk of Florence, to undertake it: he was a 
man of great natural genius, to which was 
joined indefatigable fludy. ' When your lei- 
ftire will permit, I conjure you,' fays he, * to 
write agai nil Averroes, that enraged animal, 
who barks with ^ much fury againd Jefus 
Chrift, and his apollles. I have neither time 
nor knowledge equal to fuch a work; you have 
both: employ all your powers in it: Chrifi him- 
felf will afiiil the champion of his caufe: it is 
impious for thofe to be filent who are fo able to 
face: this enemy of true religion.' i 

There was great -reafon for this piovu* izeal 
of Petrarcb: thefe unfriendly doftrines^to the 
peace and ialvation of men fpread faft, info* 

9 b 4 
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^ inuch that Leo X.. two centuries after this, pub^ 
liibed a bull| in ov^ich he forbade any, under 
grievous penalties, to write or teach that the 
foul was mortal. 

Petrarch languifhed all the fummer. John 
de Dondi, his phyfician, or rather his friend, 
(for he would have no phyfician,) wrote to him 
that he had difcovered the true caufe of his 
difeafe, and that it arofe from eating fruity 
drinking water, and from his frequent fadings: 
he befought him to alter his diet, if he wifhed 
to live, and to abftain from all falted things, 
and raw fruits or herbs. ' If you will not be^ 
lieve the phylicians, ' . fays he, * believe experi- 
ence, and reSe^ how much you have fuffered 
this year for not following their advice.' Pe^ 
trarch eafily renounced fait provifion ; ' but as 
to fruit,' fays he, ^ which all phyficians loc^ 
upon as they do hemlock and aconite. Nature 
muft have been a very unnatural mother to give 
us.fuch agreeable foody of fuch delightful hue 
and fragrance, only to feduce her children, by 
prefenting them with poifon> covered over with 
honey.' 

John de Dondi, who has been often menr 
tioned as the friend of Petrarch, ^ had a ge- 
nius,* fays. the latter, ^ that would have raifed 
him t^o heaven, ifphyfic had.BQt ti^him tf> 
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the earth,' He was the greateft phyfician \^ 
all Italy, and attached to Galeas Vifcomti, wha 
gave him yearly two tboufand florins. He 
was alfo a ikilful aftronorner, and the inventor 
of the famous clock placed on the tower of the 
palace of Padua, which was coniidered as the 
wonder of the age : befides the hours, it fliewed 
the annual courfe of the fun, according to the 
twelve figns of the zodiac, the motion of the 
planets, the phafes of the moon, the months, 
and even the holidays of the yean Philip de 
Maiziere fays, ^ It was a fphere all of brafs; and 
that, notwithftanding the number of wheels, 
which could not be reckoned without pulling 
the inftrument to pieces, the whole of its mo- 
tion was governed by one fingle weight' John 
wrote a treatife on the baths of Padua, and the 
canfe of the heat of the waters at Albano; and 
he mentions in it, that his father made fait 
without fiin, and without fire, by a fort of eva^^ 
poration with Balneum Maris. He alfo wrote 
a treatife on the manner of living in the time 
of the plague. He loved the converfation and 
tJie works of Petrarch, and often went to fee 
him: they had continual difputes about phy* 
fic, and each remained, at the end of them, m 
his own opinion. Petrarch permitted him to 
yifit hiin as a friend, but not as a phyfician^ 
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* When a phy fician comes in, ' fays he, * I know 
what he will fay; Eat young chicken, and 
drink warm water.' 

While Petrarch was thus ftruggling with 
his diforder and his phyfician, he learned a 
piece of news not very likely to forward his 
cure. The pope took it into his head on a 
fudden to return to Avignon; that city, in con«- 
cert with the queen of Naples, and the kings 
of France and Arragon, had fent him veflels 
to convoy him thither. Urban gave this rea- 
fon for his condud; the neceflity of making 
peace between the kings of France and Eng*^ 
land : but no one doubted, that the love of his 
country, the difficulty of inuring himfelf to the 
climate of Rome, the uneafy and rebellious 
charadler of the Italians, and the importunate 
folicitations of the cardinals, were the caufes 
of it. He was received at Avignon with the 
greateft demonilrations of joy. St. Bridget 
told him, * If you go to Avignon, you will 
die foon after: the Holy Virgin has revealed 
this to me.' This pretended revelation hap* 
pened to be accomplidied : not long after his 
arrival there, he wasfeized with a mortal dif- 
cafe^ and died in public the ]9tb of December, 
1370, having ordered the doors of his houfe to 
be fet open, tliat all the world might be more 
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impreflecly by witnefling his death. ^ It muft 
have been a very touching and edifying fight,^ 
fays a winl^r'of that t^jupe, ' to behold a pope 
extended like a poor man on a forry bed, with 
the habit of St. fiennet, which he always wore, 
his crucifix in his hand, fhewing fuch marks 
of piety, penance, and perfe£l refignation. la 
the courfe of his pontificate, he received two 
fingular honours, which might have difcom- 
pofed the mod phiiofophic head; and yet he 
'was always the moil humble and modeft of 
men. The emperor of the weft performed the 
office of his equerry ; and the emperor of the 
eafi abjured fchifm, and acknowledged him as 
primate of the church. 

Petrarch was extremely giieved, when he 
was informed of the return of this pope to 
Avignon, and was preparing to write to him 
on the fubje6i, when he was informed of his 
-death. He made this f)H>rt prayer on the oo- 
cafion : * JU)rd, have mercy on this good pope, 
and pardon his weaknefs: pafs over the faults 
of his youth, and this fault he has committed 
in his old age; fince, confiderihg the corrupt 
tion of the times, he may be jaftly called a good 
man.' Petrarch fpeaks afterwards of his wif- 
dom and fandlity, and that he erred through 
gH, excef^ {f( kindnei9 to thofe around him; 
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and he adds, that he was famous for the niira* 
cles he performed. *- 

When this news ea»ie to Bologna, to car- 
idinal Anglic, his brother, wha was legate there^ 
}t fpread over that oity a general grief. They 
xefolved to celebrate a folemn fervice, with a 
nagnificencp beyond example, for a pope who 
Jiad bellowed fuqh fervices on their city: all 
the prmc^s and neighbouring lords were in>^ 
yited to it, and the ambafiadors of the prin* 
cipal cities; they reckoned up eight hundred 
jioble perfonS| all dreft in black : the ihops were 
ihut .up for eight days. Among the princes 
there was Francis de Corrare^ who took Pe- 
trarch along with him: his health was movp 
eftablifhed ; he found feveral friends, who were 
dielight^d tp fee him fo much better, and who 
iiiewed him every mark of diftindtion* 

Cardinal Anglic was adored at Bologna, aad 
through all Italy; there was no lord more be* 
Iqved, pr who governed with greater .wifdom 
and prudence; his tamper was perfedly amiar 
ble. He was recalled tp Avignon by his bro- 
ther's fuccelTor, and died in iSi^S* One of his 
executors was Audibert de Sade» the fon o£ 
Laura, for whom he had always had a gre^t 
aife^ion. 

1371* The. cardinals chofe. Peter ^oger^ 
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nephew of Clement VL to fill up the place of 
Urban: he took the name of Gregory XI. He 
had great virtues, and great modefty. Soon 
after his exaltation, he wrote to Petrarch, whom 
he had long known and loved, in the moft po^ 
Itte and flattering^ manner t in which he ex^ 
preffed a great defire to fee him, and do hinv 
fomefervice. In Petrarch's anfwer to cardinal 
Bruni, he fays, * I will receive no benefice with 
the charge of fouls, however great the revenue: 
the charge of my own is fufficient for me. As 
to the reft, let the holjMather do as he pleafes ; 
I fitall be always hisfervant; ufelefs indeed, but 
faithful and fubmifiive. His generofity may 
infpire me with gratitude, but it will never 
augment my seal and my attachment. If h^ 
beflow any office on tne, it will be a very ihort 
depofit, for I feel myfelf as a fhadow vaui/liin^ 
away. If it will enable me to expiate my fins; 
the fooner the better. I pray God my purga^ 
tory may be completed in this world.' 

In a letter to the cardinal de CabafTole, he 
fays, . 1 . 

^ I had projected, to vifit the pope in the 
fpring: my defign was to go by water as fkf 
as I could, and the reft of the way in ftort 
joiirnies by land ; but there has been no fpring 
this year; a burning fummer has^ all at once 
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fucceeded a very cold winter. Notwithftand- 
kig this, I had packed up my goods, wbeb I 
was attacked in May with a violent fever, which 
bas difappotnted my pvojtGt^. I have beeii veiy 
ill, the pbyficians believed me dead ; they faid 
I Aould not live the night over, and tlie next 
day they found me cured. This has happened 
to me ten. tira^s in the laft ten years. ' When 
thefe violent returns of the fever danle upon 
Petrarch, the phyficiatfs cime to him from all 
the cities in Italy, either fent by the princely 
or attending him from affedidfi. After ntas^ 
altereations, they agreed he cdnld not Uve oter 
midnight, unlefs he was prevented iltepjng^ 
and that, by taking fomething for that porpoffe^ 
be might hold out till morning. No regard 
was paid to* what the phy(ician;d faid} fot ht 
had exprefsly commanded his friends and fei^ 
vants to do nothing they deiired, but rather 
the contrary: this faved hi$ life, and he fl0|)t 
in the mdft tranquil manner The next morH^ 
irfg, ttrhen the phyficrans re-^arppdated; tobdiold 
the accompliihment of their predidions, Hrhal: 
was their afionifbment, when they fotiild the 
man who iHould have died at midnrght, not 
only alive, but even writing ! They contented 
rthefAfelves with fayiivg^ * Petrarch ts n>M; Ukb 
other mdu:!* • 
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In 1371» the pope fent the cardinal de Ca* 
baflble as legate to Pcruiia. When he took 
leave of the pope, he faid to him, ' Holy fa* 
ther! allow me to recommend to you Petrarch, 
for the love I bear him, which is not to be ex- 
|>re{red: in truth, he is a phoenix of a man** 
He went out repeating this with the warmth of 
a true friend. 

The caixlinal of Bobgoa, after his departuns^ 
turned both him and Petrarbh into ridicule, 
whom he was difgufted with, for the freedom 
with which he declaimed againft the vices of 
the court. This prelate was intoxicated with 
great prc^perity, and uo longer fupported the 
charafter he b^re at the time he expreffed (b 
great afriendfliip for Petrarch, who heard <rf 
this, not by the cardinal de Cabaffole, but by 
accident. * I am not aftonifhed,* fays he, ^ ab 
this change. Would you know the reafoa ^ 
it? He is the inemy of tfuth, and I am the 
enemy of lies :- he dreads the liberty with which 
I am animated, and I deteft the pride with which 
he is fwetted. If cHar fortunes were equal, and 
**c were together in a place of freedorti, I fay 
hot that I ihould be a phoeni'x, that eulogy would 
not become me j but he would certainly appear 
an owl. Such ^ople imagine their wealth;^ iH 
Required, and werfe employed, permits them th 
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fay evefy Cbing: but there are peopld who are 
made eloquent by poverty ; and others who are 
ftruck dumb by rieheft/ 

When the cardinal de Cabaifole arrived at 
Ferufia, he wrotfe to Petrafch, to congratulate 
him on the reftoration of his health, and the 
fortitude he bad expreflfed in ficknefs. 

Petrarch was uneafy for him, as he had beett 
ill, that he fliould Undergo the fatigues of a 
journey, fo that his letter gave him double joy. 
In his anfwer, he exprelfes a great defire to fee 
him once more before he dies. * I have loved 
you,' fays he, / from my youth; you are almoft 
the only friend left tne on earth. I have been 
twenty-four years deprived of your fociety; 
jnow that you are in my neighbourhood, if my 
ill fate does not purfue me through life, I ihall 
kifs that hand from whence I have, received 
fuch affe£iionate letters, filled with falutary 
advice, and holy confolations ; and, agreeable 
to the indulgence you have long granted me, 
embrace my dear father with tender affed;ioii| 
^nd ardent zeal. I would recall to him our 
happy village days, when we pafled our hours 
in the woods, fo abforbed that we forgot our 
•repaiU; and whole nights in delightful dif- 
courfe, furrounded by our books, till we were 
fyrprifed by the appearance of Aurora. You 
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praife my courage in iicknefs : it is true, my 
phyflcians and my friends were aftoniihed to 
fee me gay and tranquil in the midft of pain, 
Without a figh or tear; but this was the 
gift of Heaven ; to Heaven, therefore, be the 
praife !* 

1372. In the beginning of the fpring, Pe- 
trarch tried to fit his horfe, that he might go to 
fee his dear friend the cardinal; but his (Irength 
failed, he found he could not bear the lead mo- 
tion. He wrote again to him to exprefs his 
regret. 

* You are not,' fays he, * like mod of your 
brethren, whofe heads are turned by a bit of 
red cloth, and who forget that they are men, 
and mortal. On the contrary, thefe honours 
only make you the more humble; and I do not 
believe you would change your manner of 
thinking, was you to be adorned with the im- 
perial diadem.' 

This good cardinal, fo worthy the defcrip- 
tion Petrarch gave of him, could not bear the 
air of Italy ; he was fick all the time he was 
there, and died the 26th of Auguft, 1372. His 
body was tranfported to theCarthufians of Boa- 
pas, where his monument ftill remains. 

Petrarch, in a letter to one of his friends, 
fpeaks thus of his prefent condition : 

* I pafs the greateft part of the year in the 

VOL. II. c c 
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country, which I have always preferred to cities* 
I read, I write, I think : thus my life and my 
pleafures are like thofe of youth. Having ftu- 
died fo long, it is aftoniOiing that I have learn* 
ed fo little. I bate no one ; I envy no one*. 
In that firft feafon of life, which is full of er- 
ror and prcfuniption, I defpifed every one but 
myfelf : in manhood I defpifed none but my- 
felf : in old age I defpife all the world, and 
myfelf more than all. I reverence none but 
thofe I love; and I deiire nothing ardently, but 
to die with piety and honour. I dread a mul- 
titude of fervants as I iliould a troop of thieves; 
I would have none, if my age and my weak^ 
nefs did not oblige me. I take pains to hide my^ 
felf, but I cannot efcape vifits; it is an ho* 
Bour that difpleafes and wearies me. In roy 
fittle houfe on the hills of Euganee,. 1 hope 
to pals my few remaining days in tranquillity, 
and to have always before my eyes my dead op 
my abfent friends.* 

In 1373, war was again lighted up between 
Venice and Padua. The country round the 
latter being ravaged by the enemy, Petrarch 
went with his books, which he confidered as 
his moft precious treafures, to ihelter himfelF 
at Padua. A friend advifed him to put his 
name upon bis door^ and to fear nothing, for it 
would be a fufficient prote£tioa. Petrarch re- 
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plied, ^ I would not truft to that : Mars is not 
a favourer of the Mufes : I have not fo exalted 
an idea of myfelf, as to fuppofe this could ihel- 
ter me from the fury of war ; I even doubt its 
advantage to me in peace.' He was advifed 
to quit Padua ; but the bad (late of his healthi 
the rigour of the feafon, and the danger of tr^ 
veiling, prevented him. 

Petrarch was folicited at this time for hi£( 
Italian works: he fent them, and thefe lines 
with them : * I have fent the trifles you afk 
for; they were the amufement of my youth; 
but they require all your indulgence : my age 
mud excufe the faults of the ftyle, the intoxi- 
cations of love, and the variations of my foul. 
It is a fhame for an old man to fend you fuch 
frivolous produ&ions: but with what face 
could I refufe you verfes which are in the hands 
of every one, and even fung about the flreets^ 
and which the world prefers to thofe folid com- 
pofitions I have made in riper age ?* 

Francis de Corrare,. lord of Padua, perceiv- 
ing the ftrength of the Venetians, iigned a 
peace on the terms they prefcribed, which were 
very humbling. One of the articles was, that 
he iliould come himfelf, or fend his fon, to afk 
pardon for the infults; be had been guilty of, 
and to fwear an i^nvlolable fidelity. Francis 
fent his fon, and begged Petrarch to accom- 

c c 2 
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pany him ; and, though he wllhed to decline 
it, he would not, having fo many obligations 
to this lord. Accompanied with a great train, 
they arrived at Venice in September^ 1373, 
where Petrarch was received with the greateft 
.honour. Whether the majefty of the fenate 
awed him, or his memory was loft, Petrarch 
could not pronounce the Mifcourfe he had pre- 
pared ; but fo great was the defire to hear him, 
that they difmiffed the affembly till the next 
day: he was then more fortunate; he fpoke 
with grace and energy, aqd was highly ap- 
plauded. The fon of Francis Corrare afked 
pardon on one knee. The doge raifed him, 
faying, 'Go, and fin no more; neither you, nor 
your father !' 

Francis faid one day to Petrarch, * I am afto- 
niflied, and I am not ailoniOied, at the good 
and evil that happens in the world ; explain to 
me this enigma. Petrarch replied, * It is not 
impoiTible to reconcile the contradi£lion your 
genius has propofed. When you meditate on 
the corruption of mens' hearts, you are furprifed 
at the good they do ; but it is the rarity of this 
virtue caufes your aftonifhment, and that ceafes 
when you refled; that it is God who is the au- 
thor of all good. With refpedl to evil, it is 
wonderful to behold the fon confpire again ft 
the father, the brother againft the brother, the 
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Wife againft her hufband, and the ungrateful 
man againft his. benefador; but this wonder 
ceafes when we review the hiftory of the world, 
and obferve what paffes every day in it. If I 
have explained your enigma, I fliall be glad ; 
if I hiave not, I ihall learn it rood willingly 
from you,* This lord loved Petrarch in the 
tendered manner; his greateft pleafure was to 
converfe with htm, and he went often to fee 
him in his little houfe at Arqua. He faid to 
him one day, ' You have written fomething 
for all your friends but noe/ 

Petrarch had thought fome time of com* 
pofmg fomething for this lord; but his was 
doubtful on what fubje6l to fix. At laft, he 
compofed a treatife on government, in which 
he might indire£ily praife his virtues, and warn 
him of fomp faults he had remarked in his 
condu6t. The fentiments of this work would 
not be at all new to this age, though they were 
very great for that in which he lived ; and he 
gives ^ high idea of the talents and viitues of 
Francis Corrare, iq which be agrees with the 
bed authors of that time^ 

1 374. After Petrarch's return from Venice, 
he had not an bourns eafe; his fever undermined 
him very fenfibly ; aqd be languilhed through 
H tedious dilorder, expiring by inches. Never* 
(hdcfs) he made no change ixi<his manner of 
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living : he pafled the greateft part of the day 
in reading and writing. He happened at this 
time to meet vrith the Decameron of Boccace, 
which he had never feen before, though they 
had been united twenty^-four years. He had 
not time to read it attentively, but he fpeaks 
pf it in the following manner, in a letter to 
Boccace. 

* I have only run over your Decameron, and 
therefore am not capable of forming a true 
judgment of its merit ; but, upon the whole, 
it has given me a great deal of pleafure : the 
freedoms in it are excufable, from having beeu 
written in youth, from the fubje^ it treats of^ 
and the perfons for whom it was defigned. 
Among a great number of gay and witty jokes, 
there are, however, man \' grave and pious feu« 
timents. I did as moft people do, I payed 
moft attention to the beginning and the end. 
Your defcription of the people is very true and 
pathetic; and the touching (lory of Grifildi9 
has been ever fince laid up in my memory, that 
I may relate it in my converfations with my 
friends. A friend of mine at Padua, a man 
of wit and knowledge, undertook to read it 
aloud ; but he was fcarcely got through half 
of it, when his tears prevented his going on: 
he attempted it a fecond time, but his figlis 
and fobs obliged him to defift. Another pfmj 
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friends determined on the fame adventure, and 
after having read from the beginning to the end, 
"without the leaft alteration of voice or gefture, 
he faid, returning the book. It mud be owned 
this is a touching hiftory; and I fliould have 
cried, could I have believed it true ; but there 
never was, nor ever will be, a woman like GrK 
fildis.' 

This was Petrarch's laft letter : he clofes it 
by faying, * Adieu, my friends; adieu, my let-* 
ters !' 

Soon after this, he was found dead in his li* 
brary, July 18, 1374, with one arm leaning on 
a book. As he had been often feen to pafs 
whole days in this attitude, thofe who beheld 
him, were not at iirfl alarmed; but, on a nearer 
view, finding in him no figns of life, they gave 
themfelves up to the moft bitter grief. It was 
fuppofed he was taken off at lafl by an apo- 
plexy ; but as no one was with him, this could 
not be known. His death caufed a general 
grief and confternation ; they came from all 
parts in crowds, to pay their laft duty to a man 
who had been the greateft ornament of their 
country, and had raifed its fame on all occa- 
fions. Francis de Corrare, with the bifliop and 
clergy, and all the nobihty of Padua, came to 
Arqua to attend his obfequies. The body of 

c c 4 
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Petrarch, dreffed in a flatne-colourcd caflbcl:, 
vhich was the habit of the canons of Padua, 
was carried by (ixteen doftors on a bier, co- 
vered with a cloth of gold, lined with ermin, 
to the parifh church of Arqua, which was hung 
in a manner fuitable to this folemn ceremony. 
After the funeral oration, which was pronounC'* 
ed by Bonaventure de Peraga, of the order of 
the hermits of St. Auguftine, the body was 
interred in a chapel of the Virgin, which Pe- 
trarch had built ir this church. Some time 
after, Francis de Broflano, having raifed a mar- 
ble tomb on four columns oppoiite the fame 
church, had his body removed thither, and en-' 
graved three Latin verfes to his memory : the 
rhime is their only merit 

Frigida FraDScisci tegit hie lapis ossa Petrarcse 

Suscipe, Virgo parens, animam: sateVirgine parccj 
Fessaqae jam terris coeli reqaieiBcat in arce. 

In 1667, Paul de Valdezucchi, proprietor of 
Petrarch*s houfe at Arqua, had his bud ii^ 
bronze placed on this maufoleum. 

In 1630, fome perfons broke into this tomb, 
and took away fome of Petrarch's bones, to fell 
them. The fenate of Venice, enraged at this 
facrilege, puniihed thofe who were guilty of it 
with extreme feverity, and in the decree againll 
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them, expreffed the higheft refpeft for the aflies 
of this great man. 

Through all Italy there was a general weep- 
ing and lamentation: they all cried out, * The 
father of letters is no more, tlie light of our 
age is extinguiflied I' Funeral fongs were com- 
pofcd in every city to his memory ; and Aretia 
gives him a diftinguiflied place in the great 
work he compofed ; and Francis Soccheti, one 
of the beft Italian poets of that age, compofed 
a canzone, at the beginning of which, he re- 
prefents heaven rejoicing, earth lamenting, pur^ 
gatory weeping, and hell howling, at his death. 
It was at Florence, his native country, thej 
felt his death moft fenfibly; for it was there his 
zeal, his merit, was moft known, and where 
the moft intimate friends he had left, refided; 
Boccace, CoUuccio Salutati, and father Marfili. 

As foon as Petrarch's will was opened, Fran- 
cis Broflano, his heir, fent to all his friends the 
fniall legacies he bequeathed them. When 
Boccace received his, and the letter wrote with 
it, he made the following reply: 

* When I faw your name, I felt immediately 
the contents of your letter. I had already heard, 
from public report, the happy tranflation of our 
mafter from this earthly Babylon to the hea- 
venly Jerufalem. My firft intention was to 
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have vifited the tomb of my father, and to bid 
him my lail adieu, and to mix my tears with 
yours: but it is now ten months I have been 
attacked with a languifliing diforder, which has 
weakened and altered me fo much, you would 
BOt know me. I am no longer fat, nor frefh- 
coloured, as when you faw me at Venice : my 
fides are ihrunk, my eyes become dim, my 
hands tremble, and my knees knock againft 
one another. After having read your letter, I 
wept all night for my dear mailer ; not, indeed, 
for him ; his prayers, his fads, his life, permit 
me not to doubt his happinels : but I weep for 
inyfelf, and for his friends, whom he has left in 
this world, as a vefiel without a pilot in a 
flormy fea. I judge by my grief of yours, and 
that of Tuilia, my dear fitter, and your amiable 
wife, whom I beg you will reafon with, as well 
^s confole, for her great lofs, which ihe ought, 
long ago, to have expected : women are weaker 
than men on thefe occafions, and therefore re- 
quire their utmofl afliftance and confolation. 

* I envy Arqua the happinefs it enjoys, in 
receiving into its bofom the aihes of a man, 
whofe heart was the reiidence of the Mufes, 
the fanduary of philofophy, of eloquence, and 
the fine arts. This village, hardly known even 
{(t Padua, will becon^e famovis through, the 



world : it will be refpefted as \vt refpeft Mount 
Paulilippo, becaufe it contains the cinders of 
Virgil ; Temas, and the banks of the Euxine^ 
for the tomb of Ovid; and Smyrna, becaufe 
Homer died and was buried there. The failor 
who returns from the ocean, and who, charged 
with riches, fails along the Adriatic Sea, fhall 
fall proftrate, when he difcovers the hills of Eu- 
ganee ! ** They inclofe,'* he will cry out, *^ that 
great poet who was the glory of the world !*• 
Ah! unhappy country! thou didft not merit 
fuch an honour ! Thou haft neglefted to che- 
jnfli the moft illuftrious of thy children ! Thou 
wouldft have careffed him, if he had been ca* 
pable of treafon, avarice, envy, and ingrati- 
tude: fo truly is that old proverb verified, >'No 
one is a prophet in his own country.'* 

' You propofe, you fay, to ereft him a mau* 
foleum : I approve your defign ; but pernfit me 
to hint to you one refleflion; it is, that the 
tombs of great men ought never to be raifed at 
all, or anfwer, in magnificence, to the renown 
of their heroes! This was what Fortune did 
for Pompey: fhe thought it not proper to en* 
clofe his afhes in an urn, or to cover his body 
with the fineft marble; but fhe gave him for a 
fepulchre, all that region which is watered by 
the fea, from Pelufium to Canope, arid the hea- 
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Ten for his monument, that the paffing traveler 
)^r might tresul lightly, and dread to trample 
under foot, the body of that great ipan, who 
Jiad marched over the heads of thofe kings he 
had fubdned by his arhis. If he had died with 
glory in Rome, I doubt whether the maufoleum 
pf Artemifia had been equal to his defert. 

• My mafter has given me, at his death, a 
new proof of his friendlliip and generofity, of 
which I have received fo many proofs during^ 
bis life: I accept it with gratitude; I wi(h I was 
iiot in a fituation to receive it. I beg of you 
to inform me, what is become of the precious 
)ibrary of this iUuftrious man. They fay, there 
are perfons commiflioned to examine his works, 
and decide their fate : I dread, left this office 
fliould be given to lawyers, who think they 
know all things, when they have confufed their 
heads with the chicaneries of law. God pre-r 
fefve the M'orks of my mafter from falling into 
fuch hands as thefe ! Science has no enemies 
fo powerful as ignorant perfons; they are aU 
ways envious, hicje the beft parts of ^n ^uthofji 
condemn what they do not underftand, and 
corrupt the whole of h}s works. Be upon youf 
guard; for, jf things were to go thuSj bow irrcT 
parable would the lof^ be tq letters in Italy ! J 
heard be had written me a loqg letter, with ^ 
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tranflation lie made of the laft novel of my De- 
cameron, as a compliance with my advice, that 
he would fave himfelf as much as poflfible fh>m 
the fati^e of writing : I have not received thefe 
kind marks of his attention. I am concerned 
for the trouble I give you, and beg of you, my 
dear brother, to confider me as a friend, and 
entirely yours. 

* My weaknefs is fo great, that I have been 
three whole days in writing this letter.' 

Boccace did not long furvive his mafter; he 
died the twenty-firft 6f December, 1375. Col- 
luccio Salutati wrote to acquaint Francis Brof- 
fano with this mournful event, and, after giv- 
ing the greateft praife to Boccace, begs Pe- 
trarch's poem, called Africa. * I will,' fays he, 
* defray all the charges of copying it. I know 
I do not deferve this honour; but I will venture 
to fay, your putting it into my hands (hall not 
tarnifh the glory of Petrarch.' Francis fcnt 
it him, defiring him to correfl, and not' to pub- 
liHi it. Salutati's defign was to have made fe* 
veral well-corre6led copies of it, to fend to Bo* 
logna, Paris, and England ; and to place one iu 
a celebrated houfe in Florence, for the ufe of 
the public. He was prevented by this prohi- 
bition, and by finding a chafm in the poem, 
either placed apart accidentally by Petrarch, or 



39S THE LIFE or, &c. 

omitted by the copiers. It feems extraordinary^ 
tbat Petrarch fliould never have ibewn Boccace 
a poem be had fpent fo much time in compofing^ 
and that he ihould have been fo long ignorant 
of the Decameron, undoubtedly the beft work of 
Boccace, and an admirable fatire on the monks. 
The latter was, probably, owing to the reverence 
of Boccace for Petrarch, who could not think 
of prcfenting him with a work, which, being 
meant to expofe yice, might probably, in fome 
parts, offend the delicacy and fublimity of his 
fentiments; and Petrarch would not read his 
poem to Boccace, becaufe he w^ not fatisfied 
with it himfelf* 



CONCLUSION. 

W E have now finiihed the account of Pe? 
trarch: and when a life (if I may fo fpeak) 
paints itfelf, it would be a reproach to the re* 
flexion of the writer, and a very ill compliment 
to the penetration of the reader, to attempt to 
draw it over again, by a fummary of infipid af* 
fertions. I ihall, thereforq, only remark one 
particular, which, with all feeling hearts, will 
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apologize for that unfixed and variable temi 
per fo juftly afcribed to Petrarch, ^nd this was 
his tender and ardent paffion for Laura, which 
entirely unfettled him for twenty years, and 
produced a reftlefsnefs in his mind (not form- 
ed, perhaps, by nature in the calmed mould) 
through every fucceeding period of life. Had 
his profeffion, and happy lot, permitted him to 
have fdled up the facred and delightful relations 
of a huiband and father; could he have brought 
up, with tender and virtuous care, the pledges 
of an honourable affection, (as, from the prixt^ 
ciples of humanity and juftice, he did the in- 
nocent offspring of a diflionourable one,) and 
thus given a public example of parental virtue; 
could he have rewarded with his eileem, and 
foothed with his attention, the cares of a ten- 
der mother, and a faithful wife; how much 
would it have promoted his happinefs, and 
heightened his worth! As it was, he frequently 
led the life of a wanderer, to wlK)m the fweets 
of a kind and cheerful home are unknown, and 
unhoped for, to alleviate the toils of life, and 
the diftreffes of humanity; and, with the fineft 
tafte for knowledge, the mod perfeft fympathy 
with nature, and the imoft lively and pidlurefque 
imagination, he often felt all the languor of dif-' 
content. His heart was formed for tendernefs; 
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but, alas! it fixed where its afFe6lions could 
not be facredly confirmed. This uncertain fprtng 
of joy at lad entirely failed; and hb friends^ one 
after another, followed the fame beaten track. 

From youth to manhood, he was a prey to the 
keened fenfibility : from manhood to old age, 
he was (Irtiggling to recover a calm and virtu- 
ous Hate of foul ; but, often pierced with regret 
for the hours he had loft in the early part of his 
life, and with forrow for the death of thofe he 
tenderly loved, he was continually interrupted 
in this great and noble purfuit What a firik- 
ing leflbn for youth ! What an awful leifon for 
all human beings ! to engage them to feize Avith 
ardour, thofe fair and unruffled moments, that 
may fix the mod pure and facred principles in 
their hearts, and lay the foundation of that folici 
peace through life, which, once loft, we have 
fcen, is never perfeftly regained ; not even un- 
der the influence and diredion of the brightefi 
underdanding, and the moft fervent piety. 

Thofe readers who have been intereded in 
the fortune of Petrarch, will pity his fate, ad- 
mire his fublime and exalted genius, and revere 
his humble piety, which their candour, penetra- 
tion, and fenfibility, will draw but to life, from 
this faint and imperfeft reprefentation. 

INDEX. 
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AcciAjOLi, Nicholas, Petrirch^s fecdnd Mecaenasj 95. 
his valour and accomplifhments, 96. governor to the 
prince of Tarentum, ibid, promotes his marriage with 
queen Joan, 97* efcapes with him to Florence and Vil- 
lencuve, ibid, fent to Naples, 98. made grand fenefchal, 
99. quarrels with John Barrili, 120. reconciled by Pfe- 
trarch, 121. preiTes him to fettle at Naples j 167. lofes 
his fon, 169. his grief, ibid, prefents Zanobi to the Em^ 
peror, 210. lofes his great reputation, 212. fent by the 
pope to Milan, 272. vifits Petrarch there, ibid, dies 341; 

Accuife, Mainard, his chara£^er,6. goes to vifit Petrarch at 
Parma, 7. makes a further tour, ibid, robbed and mur- 
dered, 14. his body found, and buried with honour, i8i 

Alborpos^ cardinal legate, arrives at Milan, 175. his great 
qualities, 176, 7. his magnificent reception, 177,8; 
his kindnefs to Petrarch, 178* 

AngliC) cardinal legate^ his amiable qualities, 380. 

Ann, EmprefS) writes to Petrarch, 265. delivered of a 
fon, 285* 

Anthony, St. his body removed, 304 

Averroes, tenets of his difciplps, 373, 4. his ignorance^ 
375. confuted by Lewis Marfili, ibid. 

Barbatus fettled at Sulmone, 36. defires Petrarch to 
fend him his Africa, toy. his kindnefs to Petrarch, ibidi 
dies of the plague, 324. 

Baftia overthrown by an earthquake, 223. 

Benintendi,chancellorofVenice,anadmircrofPcJtrarch,32 1 i 

Berchier^ Peter le, his kindnefs to Petrarch at Paris, 279* 
tranflates Livy, 281. aflifted probably by Petrarch, 2824 
his moralReauflory, ihid. dies, 285. 

Bezzozi, Paganino, Petrarch's attachment to, ii; dies of 
the plague^ ibidi 

Jfiirel, Johnj general of the Cirthufiins, his fan<Slity, 154, 
251. his advice to Petrarch, 254. dies, 255, 

Boccace, John^ attached to Florence, 36. hischara<fter,4t, 
his union with Petrarch, 42. his love for kingRobert^s na- 
tural daughter, ibid, is fent to recall Petrarch to Florence, 
62. reproaches Petrarch for fty ling him a poet, 213. vifits 
him at Milan, 261. fends him a copy of Dante, 263. his 
account of a fingular adventure, 298-^300« his panic, 30 1 , 
Vol. ii« D d 



INDEX. 

his Decameron, account of, 304. reforms his manners, 
307. goes to Naples and Venice, 317. paffes the fum- 
mer with Petrarch there, 321. returns to Florence, 322, 
goes to Avignon, 331. Petrarch's legacy to him, 367. 
dies 397. never faw Petrarch's Africa, 398. nor fhew^ed 
him his Decameron, ibid, the reafons conjecSlured, ibid. 

Bologna, cardinal Guy of, his birth and talents, 28. his fa- 
vor to Petrarch, ibid. Clement VI's charadler of him, 
i^/j/.legateto the king of Hungary, 29, 30. arrives at Pa- 
dua, 30. removes the body of St. Anthony ^ibid, converfes 
with Petrarch, 31, lofes his mother, 1 18, goes to Paris, 
140. ridicules cardinal de Cabaffole and Petrarch, 383. 

Boffalaro, James, his lingular chara(Sler,242. his popularity, 

" 243, flights Petrarch^ advice, 243, 244. animates the Pa- 

vians, ibid, taken by Galeas Vifcomti, 244. delivered up 

to his brother monks, ibid^ and by them imprifoned, ibid. 

BrofTano, Francis de, marries Petrarch's daughter, 291. 
his heir, 368, 393. 

Bull, golden, its origin, 224. 

Cabassole, Philip de, made Patriarch of Jerufalem, 331. 
his regard for Boccace, ibid, made a cardinal, 363, fent 
legate to Perufia, 383. recommends Petrarch to pope 
Gregory XL ibid, dies, 385* 

Charles IV. emperor, arrives in Italy, 196. his kindnefs to 
Petrarch, 198. negociatesapeacewhh theVifcomtis,202. 

. his magnificent entrance intoMilan,203.receives the iron 
crown there, 204. is crowned at Rome^ 208. is affronted 
in his return, 213. his joy at the birth of a fon,285r his 
prefent to Petrarch, /^/i. invites him a third time, 297. 
leads the pope's horfe, 36 1 . performs the office of deacon, 
362. makes a flbameful peace with the Vifcomtis, ibid. 

Chriflian, Luke, canon of Moden^, 6. goes to vifit Pe- 
trarch at Parma, 7. makes a further tour, ibid, robbed 
and wounded, 14. 

Ciani, father, his advice to Boccace and Petrarch, 299, 
300. its efleft on Boccace, 301. 

Clarence, duke of, his marriage, 352, 3. 

Clement VI. pope, altered the jubilee, 44. his goodnefsand 
courtefy,46.hisillnefs, 108. dies, I49.hischara£ter, 150. 

Colonna, cardinal, dies, i. 

»■ Old Stephen, his predkStion, a. dies of age and 

Srief, 6. 
onna, young Stephen, vifits Petrarch at Pavia, 339. 
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Copra Henry, a goldfinith, his enthunafm for Petrarch, 

256. vifited by him at Bergamo, 258. 
Corrare, James de, (lord of Padua, ) gives Petrarch a 

canonry, 27. murdered by a relation, 48. Petrarch's 

concern at his death, 49^. 50. 

Francis de, makes peace with the Venetians, 387. 

fends his fon to aik their pardon, /^/V. attends Petrarch's 

obfequies, 392. 
Correge, Azon de, his misfortunes, 218, 251. dies of the 

plague, 315. 

Dauphine re-united to the crown of France, 81. 
Dondi, John de, Petrarch's Phyfician, 367. difcovers the 

caufeof his diforder, 376. his genius and learning, 377^ 

his writings, ibid. 
Dondolo, Andrew, doge of Venice, his regard for Pe* 

trarch, 58. invites him to Venice, 167. dies, 189. 

Petrarch's chara«Ster of him, ibid. 

Earthquake at Rome, &c. 22. Petrarch's concerns 

and apprehenfions, ibid. 
■ at Baftia, 223. 

Edward III. beficges Rheims, 273. approaches PsLViSyibid, 

diftreffed by a ftorm, ibid, confents to a peace, 274. 
Eft, Nicholas 11. of, his care of Petrarch, 369. 
Hugues de, his attention to Petrarch, 370. his love of 

tournaments checked by Petrarch, 371. his death, 372. 

Fabier, Marin, doge of Genoa, beheaded, 216. the 

caufe of it, ibid. 
Florence, bifhop of, vifits Petrarch at Vauclufe, 120. 
Froiffard, John, the hiftorian at Milan, 354. not known 

to Petrarch, ibid. 

Genoese, their diftrefs, 179. fend a deputation to John 
Vifcomti, 180, 

Gonzagua, Lewis de, lord of Mantua, refigns the go- 
vernment to his three fons, 23. 

I Guy de, his charadier, 23. his reception of 

Petrarch, ibid, 24. his friendfhip for him, 26. 

Gregory XI. chofen pope, 381. writes to Petrarch, ibid, 

Hungary, king of, feizes Naples, 28, 29. puts to death 
Charles Duras, 29. fends ambafladors to the pope, ibid. 
returns to Hungary ibid, conquers Naples again, 99^ 
confents to a truce, 100. 

P d2 
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Jnnocent VI. chofenpope, 155. his charafter, / W. thought 
Petrarch a magician, ihid, 

Joan, queen, flies into Provence, 319. js releafed from im- 
prifqnmeijt, 98. m^rrips the prince of Tarentum, ihici. 
fells Avignon to the pope, 99. arrives at Naples, ibid. 
taki&s rfefuge at Qayette, ibid, tried and acquitted, 100. 

John, king of France, arrives at Avignon, 80, 155. re- 
fides at Villenei|ve, 81. invites Petrarch to Paris, 168. 
taken prifoner by the Engliih, 226. prifoner at Lon- 
don, 273. returns to his kingdom, 278. his entry into 
Paris, /W^/. complimented by Petrarch, 279. vifits 
pope Urban VI. at Avignon, 314. 

Ifabella, of JFrapcc, l^er entry jnto Milan, 275. married 
to John CJaleas Vifcomti, 276. .has a dfiughter, 338, 

Jubilee, at Rome, 44, 45. 

j^iCLius retired to Rome, 36. marries, 163. quarrels 
with Socrates, 234. reconciled by Petrarch, 235. 

Leonce Pilate, Boccace's defcription of, 317. Petrarch's 
addition to it, 322. his tragical death, 332 — ^4. his • 
tranflation of Homer, 435. 

Malpichi, John, Petrarch's account of, 341. refufes. 
to.rtay with Petrarch, 354. Petrarch's renipnftrances 
with him, 344, 45. his rage of travelling, 346. his 
great learning, 349. 

Marin Fabieor, doge of Genoa, beheaded, 215. the caufe 
of it, 2i6. . 

Milanefe, diArefles of, 287. 

Modio, fecretary to Azon de Correge, 217. the friend of 
]ohn Petrarch, ibid, declines living with Petrarch, 218. 

Montrieux, Carthufians of, perfecuted, 165. 

Pandolph, a gallant cavalier, 221. his attachment to 
Petrarch, 222. driven from Milan by Barnabas Y'lC^ 
comti, ibid* 

Pavia befieged by the Vifcomtis, 242. taken, 244. 

petrarch, Francis, his addrefs to Death, 5. fends his cook 
in fearch of Chriftian and Accuife, 13. hears of their 
difafter, 14. his affliflion, ibid, vifits Gonzagua, lord 
of Mantua, 22. his reception there, 23. vifits VirgiPs 
birth-place, 24. goes to Padua, 27. is made canon there^ 
ibid, vifiis his fon at Verona, 36. returns to Padua, ibid. 
his diftrefs at Luzora, 39. goes to Parma and Florence, 
39, 40. his emotions there, 40. hij? account of his jour- 
pey to Rome, 42» gains the jubilee, 47. returns to Pa- 
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dua, ibiJ. ftops at Arezzo, his birth*place, iUd, writes 
to Quintilian on finding his Inftitutes, iHd. is (hewn 
the houfe in which he was born, 48. ftops at Florence^ 
ibid, his concern at the death of James de Corrare, 50* 
hears wonders of his brother, iifid, reviews his manu- 
fcripts, 52. burns many, 53. writes on the death of 
Laura, 62. is recalled from banifhment, iifid, the rea- 
fon of it, 66. eoes to Avignon and Vauclufe, 70. his 
1*69 fons for it, tbld. takes his fon from fchool, 71. criti- 
cifcs Cicero, 72. arrives at Vauclufe, 79. at Avignon, 
So. his fentimeijts of Rienzi, 84. warns the pope 
againft the phyficians, no. inveighed againft by them, 
115. his account of Rienzi's march, 120. and procefs, 
129. and furprifmg prefervation, 131. of the rage for 
poetry at Avignon, 1 32. declines the place of fecretary 
to the pope, 136. his ftyle too elevated for the church 
of Rome, 137. a fubjc« given him, 138. his employ- 
ments at Vauclufe, 139. urges the Genoefe to peace, 
140. fets out for Italy, 147. ftops at Cavaillon, 148. de- 
tained there by a ftorm, ibid, returns to Vauclufe, ibid. 
fatirifes pope Clement VI. 153. not pleafed with the 
election of Innocent VI. 155. lofes his faithful fiflier- 
man, 156. refiifes ^n eftabliihment in the pope's court, 
158. arrives at Montrieux, 164. leaves Avignon, 170. 
and Vauclufe, iji. fettles at Milan, 172. defcription of 
his houfe there, ibid, delightful to him, 173. his de- 
fcription of the caftfe of Colomban, 182. his houfe at 
Vauclufe fet on fire, 183. is prefented with a Greek 
Homer, 180. fent on an embafly to the emperor, 188. 
^ddreiTes the people of Milan, 191. interrupted by an 
aftrojoger, ibid, is godfather to Barnabas Vifcomti's 
fon, 193. goes to meet the emperor at Mantua, 196. 
his reception and difcourfe with that prince, 198. re- 
commends Lelius to him, 206. is difpleafed at his de- 
parture, 214. fends for his fon from Verona, 216. waits 
for the emperor at Baftia, 223. finds him at Prague, 
224. returns to Milan, 225. his furprife and concern at 
the battle of Poitiers, 229. created by the emperor 
count Palatine, 231. reconciles Laelius and Socrates, 
235. his charader of his fon, 241. writes a treatife on 
the remedies of good and bad fortune, 244. his dedi- 
cation of it, ibid, bis reception at Bergamo, 258. his 
advice to Boccace, I62. his account of a vifit from 
|iim, ibid, his praifes of Dante, 264. is robbed by his 



INDEX. 

fon, 267. removes to St. Simplician, ibid, is reconciled 
to his fon, 270. goes to Paris, 276. his account of the 
dreadful condition of France, ibid, compliments king 
John on his delivery, 279. admires the Dauphin, ibid. 
his difcourfe with him and his father, 280. takes leave 
of them, 281. goes to Milan, 283. his pifture of the 
French militia, ibid, fixes at Padua, 287. his concern 
for the lofs of his fon, 291. marries his daughter, ibid. 
removes to Venice, 308. gives his books to the repub- 
lic, ibid, rejoices at pope Urban's exaltation, 314. re- 
fufes the place of his fecretary, ibid, his account of the 
Italian jugglers, 326. a falfe report of his death, 331. 
goes to Favia, 338. enters his grand climad^eric, 339. 
his delight at the pope's removal to Rome, 351. his 
remarks on the French, and on the preceding popes, 
ibid, the diftindkion {hewn him at the duke of Cla- 
rence's marriage-feaft, 354, hears of the death of his 
little grandfon, 355. embarks on the Po, 358. returns 
home, 359. makes his will, 366. the contents of it, 
366—36^. fets out for Rome, 369. falls down in a fit 
at Fcrrara, ibid, his death again reported, ibid, his 
gratitude to Nicholas and Hugues d'Eft, 370. returns 
to Padua in a boat, 373. goes to Arqua, builds a houfe 
there, ibid, his reafons for quitting Venice, ibid, his 
pious zeal againft Averroes, 375. the caufe of his dif- 
eafe, 376. his concern at the pope's return to Avignon, 
379. his prayer on the occafion of the pope's death, ibid. 
bis fever returns, 382. his lifefaved by difregardinghis 
phyficians, /W^. unable to fit his horfe, 385. folicited 
for his Italian works, 387. goes to Venice with young 
Francis de Corrare, 388. harangues the fenate, ibid. 
his fentiments on good and evil, ibid, compofes a trea- 
tife on government, 389. meets with the Decameron 

. of Boccace, 390. his opinion of it^ ibid, found dead in 
his library, 391. the confternation it occafioned, 392. 
his obfequies and tomb, ibid, his epitaph and buft, ibid. 
his bones ftolcn, 393. the grief for his death through- 
out Italy, ibid, a concludmg remark on the confe- 
quences of his attachment to Laura, and on the lelTon 
that may be drawn from it, 399 — 410. 

Petrarch, John, (the fon,) taken from Parma fchool, 71. 
made canon of Verona, 121. bis father's pidure of 

. him, 122. Simonides's account of him, 261. his father 

. di^leafed with hitn, Hid. robs his father^ 267. his dif- 
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folutenefs, ibid, his &ther reconciled to him, 270. dies 
of the plague, 290. 

-(ranees, (the daughter,) married, 291* died in 



childbed, 368. 

-Gerard, (the brother,) his progrefs in the fpiritual 



life, 22. wonders related ot him, 50, 52, his piety, 165* 
his brother's legacy to him, 368. 
Petroni, father, his miracles, 300. 
Plague at Milan, 19, 287. at Avignon, 289. at Parma, 

290. at Padua, 308. at Florence, 317. 
Poitiers, battle of, 226. 

RiENzi, Nicholas, arrives at Naples, 124. retires among 
the hermits, ibid, raifes a fedition at the jubilee, ibid^ 
goes to the emperor at Prague, 125. imprifoned for 
herefy, 126. fent to Avignon, 128. imprifoned there^ 
130. prefer ved by his poetry, 131, Petrarch's account 
of it, ibid, releaied by innocent VL 194. fet afide as 
fcnator, 195. maflacred by the people, 196. 
Rinucci,Francis, (or Simonides,) attached to Florence, 36, 

his character and employments, 4.0, 41. 
Rofe, romance of the, fent by Petrarch to Gui de Gonza- 

gua, 26. his account of it, 27. 
Settimo Gui, fettled at Avignon, 21, 36. diftrefles 
Petrarch by his ambition, 160. prevented from accom- 
panying Petrarch into Italy, 182. appointed archbiihop 
of Genoa, 269. 
Simonides. (See Rinucci, Francis.) 
Socrates, his grief for cardinal Colonna, 6. prcfles Pe- 
trarch to return to France, ibid. Petrarch's uneafinefs 
for him, 22, at Vauclufe, 182. is reconciled to Lae- 
lius, 235. is perfecuted, 266. invited by Petrarch to 
Milan, ibid, dies of the plague, 296. 
Sonnets on Laura, 62, 113. 

Taillerand, cardinal de, complained of by the king 
of Hungary, 29. his charadler, 83, influences the elec- 
tion of pope Innocent VI. 155, jokes on Petrarch as 
a magician, 156, 170. 
Tarentum, prince of, married to queen Joan, 98. acknow- 
ledged king of Naples. lOi. 
Turenne, vifcountefs, her afcendant at Avignon, 80. mag- 
nificent marriage of her fifter, ibid. 
Ubaldini gives an afylum to banditti, 15. ravaged by the 

Florentine^, 18. 
Venetians, their increafing commerce, 58* their war 
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with the Ganoefe, 59, 140. dcftray the Geiioere fleet, 
179. haraSed by the Gcnoefc, i88, make peace with 
them,2t j. their war with Padua, 386. make peace, 387. 

Vifcomti, John, arc hbiOiop and governor of Milan, his 
intrepidity, 9a, 93. his afFeAeahumility, 94. an ano- 
nymous letter afcribed to him, ibid, urges Petrarch 
to fettle at Milan, 172. entertains the pope's legate, 
177. his views on Genoa, 180. engages to protect 
the Genoefe, 181. takes pofTedion oi Genoa, ibid. 
invites the emperor to be crowned at Milan, 186. dies, 
190. his charadter and epitaph, 190, 191. his eftates 
poffeffedby his three nephews, 191, 

Vifcomti, Matthew, his dilTolute life, 192. found dead in 
his bed, 219, 

• Barnabas, his cruelty, 192, 220, 222. his wife 

called the queen, ibtd. attacks Bologna, 297. 

■ Galeas, faves Petrarch from an, imminent danger, 
178. his amiable chara^er, 193. idolizes Petrarch, and 
is efteemed by him, ibid, goesout to meet theemperor, 
202. removes to Pavia, 271. his fine palace there, 330, 
his courage and patience, 338, 339. fends for Petrarch, 

352. marries his daughter to the duke pf Clarence, 352, 

353. weeps for the lofs of Petrarch's grandfon, 335, 
Vilri, Philip de, chaplain to the pope, &c. his accomplifh- 

ments, 31. his partiality to France, ibid, tranflated 
Ovid's Metamorphofes, 282. 

Urban V. chofen pope, 312, his learning and humility, 
313. eludes Icing John's demands, 314. his talents and 
virtues, 335. his reforms, 336, urged by Petrarch to 
remove to Rome, 337. determines to do fo, 338. re- 
moves, 350. defircs to fee Petrarch, 363. returns to 
Avignon, 378. dies tljere, ibid. 

Warner, duke, the fcourge of Italy, 28. engaged in 
queen Joan's fervice, 99, 

ZAKOBide Strata, his talents, 40. prefented to theem- 
peror, 210. crowned by him, ibid, made apoflolic fecre- 
tary, 259. dies of the plague, 293. 

THE END. 
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